
On the first page of your booklet write your 
name, class and teacher. 

Then use the CONTENTS page to find lesson 1. 
Read the instructions and complete the BIG for 
this lesson.

If you can’t find the page, use the contents page on page 3!



Introduction: Where did the 
Holocaust come from?

Lesson objectives:
-Define the term ‘Holocaust’.
-Describe the history of 
persecution throughout the 
ages.
- Explain why and how Jewish 
communities have been 
persecuted through the ages.

British value: Democracy, The rule of 
law, Individual liberty, 
Mutual respect, Tolerance

Lesson overview

• Lesson 1: Introduction: 
Where did the Holocaust 
come from?

• Lesson 2: Responsibility: 
How did Hitler’s rise to 
power link to the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 3: Livelihood: How 
did life begin to change 
for the Jewish community 
in the lead up to WWII?

• Lesson 4: Turning-points:
What was life like for 
Jewish people in Germany 
from 1938-1942?

• Lesson 5: A different 
perspective: How did 
camps differ in the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 6: Reactions: How 
did people respond to the 
Holocaust?

• Lesson 7: Learning: What 
can be learned from the 
Holocaust in the 20th

century?

Create a definition of the Holocaust.
Describe at least 3 forms of historic persecution of the 
Jews.
Explain what the similarities are between the forms of 
persecution over history.

Create a definition of the Holocaust using key vocabulary.
Describe at least 5 forms of historic persecution of the 
Jews.
Explain what the similarities and differences are between 
the forms of persecution over history.

Define the Holocaust using different key vocabulary.
Explain 6 different forms of historic persecution of the 
Jews and assess their harshness over time. 
Explain what the trend is with the forms of persecution 
over history and compare how they change.

Could this 
happen 
here?



What is the object? 
What can you learn from the object? 
What questions might you ask of the object?



This object is a shoe. This shoe is a small shoe-
what does this suggest? 
It is well worn and has been repaired many 
times- what does this suggest?
This shoe is just like the shoes shown in the 
other two pictures- where do you think those 
shoes were found?

Answers: This shoe belonged to a young child and was 
found in Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland. The story of the 
exact shoe owner is unknown. We are going to be looking 
at the stories behind such artefacts and where they came 
from, which means we are going to be looking at the 
Holocaust. 



Task 1: Word association

Holocaust

What does this word mean to you? 

What do you know about it already? 

What words do you associate with this term? 

Why do you think this word is important?

2 minutes

Now speak to people around you. You have 1 minute to 
add more details from others before we collect our 
ideas!



Task 2: Building a definition
Skim read the paragraphs. 
Underline words of phrases that 
each definition has in common.

Scan the paragraphs for detail. 
Highlight any groups of people 
mentioned e.g. Nazis, and any 
dates linked with the Holocaust.

5 minutes



So what was the Holocaust?

Based on the interpretations, the Holocaust was…

According to historians, the Holocaust was…

In my opinion the Holocaust was…

I think it was…

It was…

Although the term ‘Holocaust’ has a long history, having initially been used to 
describe ancient ritual sacrifices and later to denote a major calamity, it has become 
the standard word used to describe a specific historical event: the murder of 
approximately six million Jewish men, women and children by Nazi Germany and its 
collaborators during the Second World War.

Key words:

Systematic
Nazis

Extermination
Murder

discrimination
Jews
WWII 

1933-1945



Task 3: The Victims
Read the paragraph. 

Highlight any groups that 
were also targeted by the 

Nazis then answer the 
question 

‘Why do we focus our study 
on the attack on the Jewish 

population in the 
Holocaust?’.

Identify at least 3 groups targeted by the Nazis.
Identify as many groups as possible targeted by the Nazis. How was their persecution 

different from that of the Jewish groups?
Describe other groups targeted by the Nazis. Explain how their persecution different 

and start to think why.



Task 3: The Victims
We focus on the Jewish population 

as they were by far the largest 
target of the attacks. The type of 
attack on the Jewish community, 

and the reasons for it, are also very 
different. Some other target 

groups included:

• Sinti and Roma communities 
(travellers)

• Soviet prisoners
• Jehovah’s Witnesses

• Disabled
• Homosexuals

• Political opponents
• Communists

Because this attack focused on the Jewish 
community historians often comment on its 
origins from anti-Semitic feelings in history. 
Antisemitism is hostility to or prejudice 
against Jews.



Task 4: Origins of the Holocaust
You have been given a selection of information cards 
on historic antisemitism. Read through them and fill 
in the table below.

Name of 
persecution

Description of attack Severity (how bad 
was it?) (1 low, 10 
extremely high)

Martin Luther Martin Luther, a German 
monk, originally said that 
Jews were being wrongly 
attacked by the Catholic 
Church. He later changed 
his mind…

6- this change of 
opinion led to violent 
attacks towards the 
Jewish community.

The Rome 
Ghetto

Blue extension: Do you notice any similarities in 
these attacks? Can you see any patterns over time?



Reflection
Now we have been introduced to the history of anti-Semitism that came 
before the Holocaust it is important to reflect.

Historian Raoul Hilberg has summed up the pattern of anti-Semitism as 
follows:
12th century Crusades - "You have no right to live amongst us as Jews".
16th century ghettos - "You have no right to live amongst us".
20th century Nazis - "You have no right to live".

What are your thoughts on this historian’s summary? Is it accurate 
based on what you have learned?



Key word Definition
Anti-Semitism
Citizenship
Collaborators
Concentration Camps
Crematorium
Dictatorship
Einsatzgruppen 
Expulsion
Extermination Camps
Extremism
Final Solution
Genocide
Ghettos
Hitler
Holocaust
Kristallnacht
Labour Camps
Liberation
Mein Kampf
Nazi
Nuremberg Laws
Persecution 
Pogrom
Prejudice
Prisoner of War Camps
Resistance
Responsibility
Scapegoat
Sonderkommando 
SS

Key words you should now know from today’s lesson

Check through the words 
in your booklet. Are 
there any you can now 
define?
Challenge yourself to use 
them in a sentence to 
show your 
understanding.
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