
TRUE OR FALSE?

The Black Death germ lives in the guts of rats.

The Black Death arrived in England in 1348.

Two things people thought caused disease in the Middle Ages were 
unbalanced humours and Miasma.

Two examples of cures used in the Middle Ages were herbal therica and 
purging.

Three healers from the Middle Ages were priest physicians. Apothecaries and 
Barber surgeons.

Galen’s medical ideas were the most followed in the Middle Ages.

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in SOHO, London.
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important.
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work.
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Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in SOHO, London.
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important.
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work.



Public Health Recap
In 1839 the government asked _____________ to look into the living conditions of poor people in England. He 
believed that disease was caused by ________, which was caused by rotting food, damp and filth. He published an 
investigation which suggested that the government improve housing, sewage and provide ___________.
At the time, the government had a ______________ attitude, this meant they did not believe it was their job to help 
or look after poor people in England. Chadwick’s report however, led to the ____ Public Health Act. This said town 
councils should clean up their streets and improve water quality. However, it had a major problem – it was not 
_____________ and many councils just ignored it. 
It wasn’t until over 25 years later when the government passed the ____ Public Health Act, this made many of the 
suggestions compulsory and led to improved living conditions in England. 

Laissez Faire / 1875 / Edwin Chadwick / compulsory / miasma / 1848 / clean water
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Public Health Recap
In 1839 the government asked Edwin Chadwick to look into the living conditions of poor people in England. He 
believed that disease was caused by miasma, which was caused by rotting food, damp and filth. He published an 
investigation which suggested that the government improve housing, sewage and provide clean water.
At the time, the government had a Laissez faire attitude, this meant they did not believe it was their job to help or 
look after poor people in England. Chadwick’s report however, led to the 1848 Public Health Act. This said town 
councils should clean up their streets and improve water quality. However, it had a major problem – it was not 
compulsory and many councils just ignored it. 
It wasn’t until over 25 years later when the government passed the 1875 Public Health Act, this made many of the 
suggestions compulsory and led to improved living conditions in England. 

Laissez Faire / 1875 / Edwin Chadwick / compulsory / miasma / 1848 / clean water
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What was cholera?
Cholera was a new disease which hit England in 1831. 
Over the next year it spread all over England and killed 
over 21,000 people. 

It mainly seemed to affect the poor, with many cases of 
cholera in the city slums, workhouses and prisons. 

Most people agreed that miasma was the main cause. It 
was actually caused by drinking water that had been 
contaminated by the faeces of infected people.

There were three further severe epidemics in the 
following decades, including an especially bad outbreak 
in 1848-49 which killed 50,000 people.



KEY INDIVIDUAL:
John Snow

Title: How did John Snow solve the cholera problem?

John Snow was an English surgeon who had moved 
to London in 1836. 

He became a famous and respected doctor, he even 
used chloroform to help Queen Victoria with her 

childbirth.

During the 1854 cholera epidemic, John Snow 
decided to investigate and see if he could work out 

what was causing the disease. 

He conducted a focused investigation on a street in 
London called Broad Street.

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in Soho London. 
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important. 
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work. 



There are water pumps on the corner of Broad Street and 
Cambridge Street, in the middle of Archer Street and the 

corner of Tyler Street and King Street

TASK 1: John Snow’s Cholera Map

Mark what you find on your map using colours and codes
Use 1 colour for where there were between 1-10 deaths
Use 1 colour for 11-30 deaths
Use 1 colour for 31-100 deaths
Write P for Water Pump

TASK 2: The Evidence

Use the evidence on the second sheet to 
draw conclusions on what it suggests about 
the cause of the disease. 

TASK 3: Your Summary

Write a conclusion in your book which 
explains what the main cause of the 
disease is and what evidence suggests that.

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in Soho London. 
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important. 
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work. 

Title: How did John Snow solve the cholera problem?

The Broad Street Investigation
• You will conduct the same investigation that John Snow did in 1854.

• You will fill out a map that shows were the infection is taking place, then use evidence to come up with a conclusion 
as to what is causing the disease. 





P

P

P



Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in Soho London. 
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important. 
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work. 

Compare your observations to John 
Snow’s. Note down any you missed.

Title: How did John Snow solve the cholera problem?



What did he do?
• To Snow, it was obvious that the water pump was being 

contaminated by the sewage from the cesspit next to it and was 
causing all the deaths in the area. 

• He decided to see what would happen if he removed the handle 
to the pump, making it impossible to get water from.

• Immediately after he removed the pump handle, all the cholera 
deaths stopped and the outbreak went away!

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in Soho London. 
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important. 
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work. 

Sum up John Snow’s investigation in no more than 20 words.
Extend your ideas: Draw an image to represent his work.
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John Snow’s Impact
• Snow wrote up his findings in a report and presented it to the 

government in 1855. 

• This was one of the first times anyone had linked dirty water 
to disease. It was a hugely important discovery. 

• He suggested that London make massive improvements to the 
sewer system and improve water quality.

• However, the government didn’t believe him. In 1855 germ 
theory hadn’t been discovered and everyone was still 
convinced that miasma was the cause.

• John Snow had practical evidence to prove that water was 
causing disease, but he couldn’t prove or explain it 
scientifically. 

• New sewers were built in 1875 but these were probably not 
because of John Snow’s recommendations.

Positive impact Negative impact

Read through the impact of John Snow’s 
work on Cholera. Complete your table to 

show the positive and negative impact of his 
work.Learning Objectives

1. Describe the work of John Snow in Soho London. 
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important. 
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work. 
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Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in Soho London. 
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Compare your answers and green pen 
anything you missed.
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Question: ‘John Snow’s 1855 report was the biggest turning point in medicine in the period c1700-c1900’. How far do you 
agree with this statement?
You may use the following information in your answer
• Edward Jenner
• Louis Pasteur

Struggling?
Make sure you fully explain your 

points. State your argument 
(POINT), then add some examples 

from your own knowledge to back it 
up (EVIDENCE). Finish off by 

EXPLAINING how that evidence 
relates to the question.

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in SOHO, London.
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important.
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work.
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It can be argued that the publishing of John Snow’s 1855 report 
was the turning point in the prevention of disease. It included…

This caused change because… As a consequence… 

This was significant because… As a result… 

Write an agree paragraph: 

What evidence do we have to 
prove that John Snow’s 1855 
report WAS a turning point in 
medicine in the period c1700-
c1900?

Suggest two other factors that 
made John Snow’s report
significant e.g. technology, 
government, attitudes.



Reflect on your 
paragraph. 
Pick a WWW and an 
EBI for yourself and 
include it on your 
work.

WWW:
• I can give a clear point summarising my 

argument.
• I can include specific detail to support my 

point.
• I can explain the importance of my 

evidence.
• I can analyse why my event/factor was a 

turning point.
• I can compare one event/factor to 

another.
• I can link my knowledge to previous topics 

to extend my answer.
• I can give a judgement on the statement. 

EBI:
• I need to give a clear point summarising my 

argument.
• I need to include specific detail to support my 

point.
• I need to explain the importance of my 

evidence.
• I need to analyse why my event/factor was a 

turning point.
• I need to compare one event/factor to 

another.
• I need to link my knowledge to previous 

topics to extend my answer.
• I need to give a judgement on the statement. 

Learning Objectives
1. Describe the work of John Snow in SOHO, London.
2. Explain why John Snow’s discovery was so important.
3. Assess the impact of John Snow’s work.

Question: ‘John Snow’s 1855 report was the biggest turning point in medicine in the period c1700-c1900’. How far do you 
agree with this statement?
You may use the following information in your answer
• Edward Jenner
• Louis Pasteur
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Plenary task



Cholera
CAUSES

• In reality, cholera is commonly spread by drinking water that has been 
infected by the faeces of someone who already has the disease. In areas 
with poor sanitation, where human waste is near living areas, cholera 
thrives. 

• In the 19th century many water pumps were built close to toilets built 
over large cesspits, a giant pit in the ground over which people went to 
the toilet. These were often built so that they leaked, meaning it was 
easier to scoop out when it was time to clean it. The liquid would seep 
into the ground around the cesspit, if there was a water pipe in that 
area it could become contaminated. 

• The most commonly accepted belief at the time was that cholera was 
caused by miasma, that dirty, unclean air was infecting people. 

• Some people still believed it was sent by God, but this was much rarer. 

• Some people had linked cholera to dirty living conditions, they believed 
that the filthy conditions caused miasma, which in turn caused cholera. 

• In 1854 John Snow investigated the Broad Street water pump, around 
which a massive cholera epidemic had broken out. He removed the 
water pump and the cholera outbreak died away almost immediately. It 
proved to him that it was spread through the water supply. 

• However, very few people believed him. Although new sewers were 
built in London by Joseph Bazalgette in 1875 this was more to do with 
the filthy smell than actually improving public health. 

• It wasn’t until 30 years later, in 1884, when Robert Koch isolated the 
Cholera germ that the real cause was discovered. 

TREATMENTS

• In 1848 the British government published an article 
called “Remedies Against the Cholera” with 22 tips 
about how to treat the disease.

• These tips included:
• Regularly go to the toilet
• Remove all animals from living areas
• Open your windows to get lots of fresh air
• Keep warm at night
• Cleanliness is very important
• Avoid activities that would lower your “moral 

and physical energies”
• Avoid overcrowded houses
• Heat up your bedding and blankets every day

• As you can see, many of these are focused on 
preventing miasma or dirty air from infecting you.

https://www.geriwalton.com/cholera-and-its-suggested-remedies-in-the-mid-1800s/

https://www.geriwalton.com/cholera-and-its-suggested-remedies-in-the-mid-1800s/


PREVENTION

• When cholera first arrived it swept across England killing thousands, in desperation people looked for a way to prevent it. In panic, some turned to God. In 1832 the government 
ordered a National Day of Prayer and Fasting, everyone in the country was supposed to fast and pray, hopefully God would be able to stop the disease. 

• After 1832 some people began to link cholera to dirty living conditions, therefore some effort was taken to improve the quality of the poorer parts of the towns and cities. 

• The 1848 Public Health Act was a reaction to an outbreak of cholera. It recommended that local councils set up Boards of Health to improve public health, that sewers be 
developed, and that streets and housing be improved.

• Unfortunately this act was not compulsory and many councils just ignored it. Only 104 towns set up Boards of Health. 

• The aim of this was to reduce miasma and filthy smells, not to fight germs which hadn’t been discovered yet. 

• John Snow’s discovery that cholera was spread by dirty water did little to change the way people were preventing cholera. 

• Luckily, even though they were trying to prevent miasma, their methods did improve the quality of water and living conditions in towns in England. 

• In 1875 Joseph Bazalgette completed an enormous new sewer system in London and in Leeds the law was changed to prevent a sewage company dumping human waste in to the 
Aire river, which many people drank from.

• The 1875 Public Health Act made many of the “suggestions” from the first act compulsory and enforced the improvement of conditions in towns. 

• It demanded that councils:
• Dispose of sewage in a way that would not contaminate drinking water
• Provide clean drinking water to all houses
• Build flushable public toilets
• Employ an Officer of Health to monitor outbreaks of disease
• Improve the quality of houses to prevent damp and improve ventilation

• Although this wasn’t aimed at stopping germs as the idea of Germ Theory was still being debated (Koch discovered the cholera germ in 1883), improving the quality of water did 
prevent any more outbreaks of cholera, the last outbreak was in 1866. 

• A vaccine was finally developed in 1893 and was used around the world. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	KEY INDIVIDUAL:�John Snow
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	What did he do?
	John Snow’s Impact
	John Snow’s Impact
	John Snow’s Impact
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Cholera
	Slide Number 20

