
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1933 Hitler's 'brownshirts' stood outside Jewish shops and persuaded Germans to boycott them. 

Summer 
1935 

'Jews not wanted here' posters began to go up around Germany. 

September 
1935 

The Nuremberg Laws deprived Jewish people of their civil rights. They were forbidden to vote 
and they were not allowed to marry Germans. Other laws were passed forbidding them to go out 
at night or own a bicycle, among other things. 

9 November 
1938 

Kristallnacht was when Jewish businesses, synagogues and homes were destroyed. Many Jewish 
men were killed or put in concentration camps. 

January 
1939 

Hitler accused the Jewish people of stirring up other countries against Germany. He 
threatened them with annihilation if a war broke out. 

Road to Holocaust 

As soon as Hitler came to power he introduced a 
programme of persecution. The Nuremberg Laws (1935) 
deprived Jewish people of many of their civil rights. On 9 
November 1938, Kristallnacht or the 'Night of Broken 
Glass' took place. Jewish businesses, synagogues and 
homes were attacked and destroyed. This was a response 
to the assassination of a German diplomat by a Polish 
Jewish man in Paris. 

After the outbreak of World War Two in 1939, the Nazis 
stepped up the persecution of the Jewish people: 

 They were herded into over-crowded 'ghettos'. 
 After 1941, following the invasion of the Soviet Union, 

Nazi death-squads, called 'einsatzgruppen', murdered 
more than a million Jewish people in eastern Europe. 

 In 1942, a Nazi conference at Wannsee decided on the 
'Final Solution' – the Jewish people were to be 
systematically taken to camps such as Auschwitz and 
gassed. 

         
         

  
 
 

Anti-Semitism 

Anti-Semitism, which is the hatred of Jewish people, 
had been common in Europe since the Middle Ages, and 
was especially strong in the 19th century. 

An anti-Semitic movement in Germany in the 1890s 
failed. In the 1920s, Germany was one of the countries 
in Europe where Jewish people were free. 

German Jewish people: 

 were few in number - 1% of the population 
 were often wealthy and successful in business 
 were prominent in politics and the arts (theatre and 

film) 
 had married Germans ‒ in some cases they had 

converted to Christianity 
 many had fought for Germany in the First World War 
 most (80%) were German citizens 

However, German-Jewish success and wealth made many 
non-Jewish Germans envious. 

 
 

 

 

 

Dunkirk 

Dunkirk, and the evacuation associated with 
the troops trapped on Dunkirk, was called 
a  “miracle” by Winston Churchill. As the 
Wehrmacht swept through western Europe 
in the  spring of 1940, using Blitzkrieg, both 
the French and British armies could not 
stop the onslaught. For the people in 
western Europe, World War Two was about 
to start for real. The “Phoney War” was now 
over.  

Pearl Harbor  

At 7.55am on Sunday 7 December 1941, the 
first of two waves of Japanese aircraft 
began their deadly attack on the US Pacific 
Fleet, moored at Pearl Harbor on the Pacific 
island of Oahu. Within two hours, five 
battleships had been sunk, another 16 
damaged, and 188 aircraft destroyed. Only 
chance saved three US aircraft carriers, 
usually stationed at Pearl Harbor but 
assigned elsewhere on the day. The attacks 
killed under 100 Japanese but over 2,400 
Americans, with another 1,178 injured. 

Aryan Race 

In the 1920s and 1930s, so-called 'race scientists' declared that some races, eg German 'Aryans', were a 
master race, or 'Herrenrasse', and superior to other sub-humans, or 'Untermenschen', such as the Roma gypsies, and 
black people. Nazi race-scientists said that the Jewish people were an anti-race, or 'Gegenrasse', which means not 
really human at all. 

After the First World War, right-wing politicians looked for a scapegoat to blame for Germany's defeat. Hitler 
blamed the Jewish people – he said they had stabbed the German army in the back. He believed that the Jewish people 
had no ambition but greed. He thought that they were selfish and not truly German and saw them as enemies of 
Germany. 

 

 

After 1919, Jewish people in Germany 
were free and legally equal and often felt 
more German than Jewish. Many were 
wealthy and successful. 

But there was an undercurrent of anti-
Jewish racism, called 'anti-Semitism', in 
Germany. Hitler appealed to this anti-
Semitism by blaming the Jewish people 
for Germany's defeat in the First World 
War. Nazi race-scientists incorrectly 
claimed that the Jewish people were sub-
human. 
 



 

 

 

 

Year 8 
Holocaust 
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4. Who did Hitler attack during the Holocaust? 

7. Explain why Kristallnacht was so 
im

portant. 

10. Explain the events of Dunkirk.  


