
British Responses to Nazism & the Holocaust

The England football team

  In May 1938, the England football 
team went on a tour of Europe. The 
tour began with a game against 
Germany in Berlin. This was at a 
time when the British government 
was following a policy of appeasement 
towards Nazi Germany, i.e. Britain was trying to have a friendly relationship with 
Hitler in order to avoid war. 

  Stanley Matthews was the star player in the England team. He later described what 
happened before the game: “An FA official visited the dressing room and instructed 
the players to give the Nazi salute – an order which caused everyone of us to stop 
what we were doing and look up with some alarm.” The FA official explained that 
many Germans had been offended when the British athletics team had not given 
the Nazi salute at the Olympic Games in Berlin in 1936.

  The England players gave the Nazi salute. After the war, Stanley Matthews said 
“Whenever I glance through my scrapbook and gaze on that infamous picture of the 

England team lining up like a bunch of robots I feel a little ashamed.”

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Did the team have any choice whether to make the salute or not?

  How did the team react to the request? What does this tell us about their 

knowledge of the regime?

  Sportsmen and sportswomen can sometimes become involved in politics – even if 
they do not want to. Should we expect sportspeople to protest when they believe 
something is wrong?
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Derby County Football 
Club

  Derby County were one of 
the leading teams in English 
football in the 1930s. At the 
end of the 1933-34 season, 
Derby were invited by the 
German Football Association to take part in a four-game tour of the 
country. In sporting terms the tour was not very successful. Derby didn’t win a 
game, losing three and drawing one of their matches. However, the tour was more 
notable for the actions of the team’s goalkeeper, Jack Kirby. 

  The team were ordered to give the Nazi salute before each match started. One of 
the players George Collin later explained what happened: 

  “We told the manager, George Jobey, that we didn’t want to do it. He spoke with 
the directors, but they said that the British ambassador insisted we must. He said 
the Foreign Office were afraid of causing an international incident if we refused. It 
would be a snub to Hitler at a time when international relations were so delicate. So 

we did what we were told. All except our goalkeeper, Jack Kirby.”

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Why might the German Football Association have been so keen to have an English 
team come and tour in their country?

 If Jack Kirby refused to salute, why didn’t the other players?

  What can we learn about British attitudes towards Nazi Germany at this time from 

this episode?
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The Sunday Express

  On 19th June 1938, The 
Sunday Express – one 
of Britain’s best-selling 
newspapers – published an article called ‘The March of Time’. The 
article was about Jews who were coming to Britain to escape persecution in Nazi 
Germany. 

  This is an extract from the article:

  “In Britain half a million Jews find their home. They are never persecuted, and 
indeed, in many respects the Jews are given favoured treatment here. But just now 
there is a big influx of foreign Jews into Britain. They are over-running the country. 
They are trying to enter the medical profession in great numbers. They wish to 
practise as dentists... 

  The hostility to the Jews in Germany cannot be supported. But beware in case 
the present rush of Jews into this country injures the cause of Jewry here. For 
professional men naturally resent their jobs being taken from them by immigrants 
from foreign countries, whether they be Jew or Gentile.

  There is no intolerance in Britain today. Intolerance is loathed and hated by almost 
everybody in this country. And by keeping a close watch on the causes which 
fed the intolerance of the Jews in other European countries, we shall be able to 
continue to treat well those Jews who have made their homes among us, many of 
them for generations.”

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  The writer of this article tells us “there is no intolerance in Britain today”. Is there 
any evidence in the report that this was not true?

  The writer exaggerates the number of Jews that were living in Britain at this time. 

There were 350,000 Jews – not half a million. Why did you think the journalist did 

not tell the truth about this? Do you think it matters?

  How might this article have influenced public opinion towards Jewish refugees in 
the 1930s? What might this tell us about the role of the media?
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Richard Dimbleby and the liberation of Bergen-
Belsen

  Bergen-Belsen was a Nazi concentration camp in 
northern Germany. Between the autumn of 1944 and 
April 1945, tens of thousands of prisoners were sent to 
Bergen-Belsen from other Nazi concentration camps, 
such as Auschwitz-Birkenau. This led to overcrowding, 
disease and starvation which caused the deaths of more than 30,000 people 
between January and April 1945. Most of them were Jewish.

  Bergen-Belsen was liberated by British soldiers on 15th April 1945. Richard 
Dimbleby was a famous journalist who entered the camp with the British army. 
Dimbleby’s report of his experiences was broadcast on BBC radio four days later. 
The report almost wasn’t transmitted because many people at the BBC simply 
didn’t believe what Dimbleby was saying. It was only when Dimbleby threatened to 
resign that the report was played on the radio. Here are some of the things he said:

  “I find it hard to describe adequately the horrible things that I have seen and heard, 
but here, unadorned are the facts. There are 40,000 men, women and children in 
the camp... 4,250 are acutely ill or dying of virulent disease... 25,600, three quarters 
of them women, are either ill from lack of food, or are actually dying of starvation. 
I saw a man, wandering dazedly along the road, stagger and fall, someone else 
looked down on him, took him by the heels and dragged him to the side of the 
road to join the other bodies lying unburied... I have set down these facts at 
length, because...I feel you should be told, without reserve, exactly what has been 

happening here.”

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Why do you think the BBC doubted if Dimbleby was telling the truth?

  What emotions do you think Dimbleby felt as he compiled his report?

  Dimbleby decided to risk his career to tell the truth. Do journalists always do this? 
Why might some journalists decide not to report a difficult story??
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George Orwell

  George Orwell (1903-1950) was one of Britain’s most famous 
authors and journalists. He is best known for his novels 
Animal Farm and 1984. 

  George was a strong socialist. During the 1930s, he wrote 

Down and Out in Paris and London, where he discussed 

poverty in these cities, and The Road to Wigan Pier, a book on the effects of 

economic depression in the north of England. His socialist principles made him 

an opponent of Nazism and Fascism. He volunteered to fight the Fascists in the 

Spanish Civil War in 1936; in 1937 he was wounded by a bullet through his throat. 

He wrote about his experiences in Homage to Catalonia.

  Although George hated the Nazis, he sometimes said or wrote things which 
seemed antisemitic, especially early in his life. In April 1945, when the war was still 
happening, George wrote an essay called ‘Antisemitism in Britain’. In this article, 
he described antisemitism as “irrational” but claimed that it was more common 
in Britain than people wanted to admit. He also said that the war had led to an 
increase in antisemitism and that many people were unsympathetic to the suffering 
of Europe’s Jews. George wrote that some of the claims of antisemites, such as the 
idea that “the Jews are the enemies of our native culture and our national morale”, 
might seem to have “some plausibility”. He was not agreeing with them – in fact, he 
described this idea as “nonsense” – but he tried to understand what made people 
antisemitic. 

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  What can we learn about British attitudes towards Jews from George’s story? 

  Most historians today would agree with George that antisemitism was more 
common in Britain in the Second World War than people wanted to believe. Was 
George right to point this out when the war against Hitler was still going on?

  Do writers like George influence what we think and feel? Or do they instead reflect 
our thoughts and feelings?
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Ida and Louise Cook

  Ida (1901-1986) and Louise Cook (1904-1991) were sisters who 
grew up in Sunderland. After the end of the First World War, Ida 
and Louise moved into a house in London where they lived for 
the next 60 years. The sisters were passionate fans of opera, 
and in the 1920s and 1930s they travelled far and wide to see 
their favourite stars. They frequently went abroad, including going to Nazi Germany. 
It was on one of these trips that Ida and Louise made friends with a Jewish couple. 
This meant that the sisters began to learn about the persecution of German Jews. 

  Between 1937 and 1939 Ida and Louise increased the number of visits they were 
making to Germany. They paid for these trips with money which Ida earned from 
writing romantic novels. The sisters used their love of opera as an excuse for the 
visits they were making. In fact, they were actually trying to help Jews escape. 

  Jews were allowed to leave Germany and Austria but they could not take any 
money or possessions with them. However, Britain would only let them into the 
country if they could prove that they had money to support themselves. The sisters 
therefore helped Jews by taking their possessions like clothes and jewellery back 
to England and then using them to pay the cost of immigration. It is known that the 
sisters helped to save at least 29 families, but this number may have been much 

higher.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Ida and Louise did not set out to help Jews from the beginning. How did their love 
of opera make it possible for them to help people?

  The sisters were vital in making escape financially possible. Why did Britain not let 

people into the country who did not have certain amounts of money?

  What might the story of Ida and Louise teach us?

 



British Responses to Nazism & the Holocaust

The Channel Islands

  The Channel Islands are close to France but are British 
territory. In June 1940 Germany invaded the Channel 
Islands. They became the only part of the British Isles which 
was occupied by the Nazis during the Second World War. 
However, although the Germans controlled the islands, day-
to-day running remained in the hands of the officials who had 
worked in the Channel Islands before the war.

  In 1940 and 1942 the Germans introduced anti-Jewish laws in the Channel 
Islands. These laws forced Jews to register with the police and prevented them 
from working or owning businesses. In 1942 three Jewish women on the island of 
Guernsey were deported to France and then sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau where 
they were murdered. There was a forced labour camp on the island of Alderney 
where French Jews and Soviet prisoners of war were prisoners. 

  Some citizens of the Channel Islands helped Jews or resisted the Nazis. Some 
officials also tried to help. For example, officials on Jersey protested against a law 
which said that Jews would have to wear a yellow star. As a result, the law was 
never carried out on the island. However, most officials and policemen obeyed 
German orders. For example, the Bailiff (chief official) of Guernsey Victor Carey 
gave the Germans the names of Jews in Guernsey and the nearby island of Sark. 
After the war, a British report said “when the Germans proposed to put their anti-
Jewish measures into force, no protest whatever was raised by any of the Guernsey 

officials and they hastened to give the Germans every assistance.”

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  How did people on the Channel Islands respond to the Holocaust?

  Why do you think that most officials and policemen on the Channel Islands followed 
German orders? 

  Does the experience of the Channel Islands tell us anything about how people in 
the rest of Britain might have behaved if Britain had been invaded by Germany?
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Jane Haining

  Jane Haining was born in Dumfriesshire in Scotland in 1897. 
She was a committed Christian and she became a missionary 
for the Church of Scotland. In the 1930s Jane worked at a 
Church of Scotland orphanage in Budapest, Hungary, where 
she looked after around 400 girls. Most of the girls were 
Jewish.

  When the Second World War broke out, Jane was on holiday in Cornwall, but she 
rushed back to Hungary right away. In 1940 Jane was ordered to return to Scotland 
for her own safety, but she refused. When the Nazis invaded Hungary in March 
1944 she was again told to leave by the Church of Scotland, but she still insisted on 
staying with the girls. 

  In April 1944 Jane was arrested by the Gestapo. She was falsely accused of 
spying, working for Jews, and listening to the BBC. She was sent to Auschwitz 
in May 1944. When she arrived, she was tattooed as prisoner number 79467. 
She died in Auschwitz on 17th July 1944. It is thought that she was murdered 
in the gas chambers with a group of Hungarian Jewish women. In 2010 Jane 
was posthumously awarded the title British Hero of the Holocaust by the British 

government.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  What words would you use to describe Jane? Why?

  Despite many warnings, Jane was determined to stay with the children. Do you 

think she was right to do this?

  Unlike some other people, Jane did not rescue or hide anyone. Why do you think 
Jane is considered to be a “hero” of the Holocaust?
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The Kindertransport

  During the 1930s, various groups and individuals tried 
to persuade the British government to do more to 
help German Jews who were being persecuted by the 
Nazis. However, the government made it difficult for 
Jewish refugees to enter Britain or Palestine (which 
was controlled by Britain). One reason was that there 
was high unemployment in the UK. Another was that 
some people in Britain were antisemitic.

  There was some change after Kristallnacht in November 1938 which showed the 

world just how extreme Nazi antisemitism was. The government now allowed 

Jewish children from Germany and Austria to come to the UK. However, there were 

restrictions. Their parents could not come with them. The government also said 

that £50 had to be found for each child as a financial guarantee that they would 

eventually leave Britain. Various charities raised money to pay these guarantees 

and also launched a national appeal for foster homes. 

  Between December 1938 and the summer of 1939, 10,000 children came to Britain. 
Some had foster families waiting for them but most did not: these children stayed in 
camps until homes could be found for them. Many of them were eventually placed 
with non-Jewish families. During the war, some of the older children, along with 
many other Jewish refugees from Germany, were placed in internment camps for 
several months – they were treated as ‘enemy aliens’ because they were German 
citizens even though they were clearly enemies of Nazism. They were only released 
after complaints in Parliament. Most of the children stayed in Britain after the war, 
especially because many of them lost their parents in the Holocaust.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

   What choices did the British government have to make after Kristallnacht? 

   What do we learn about attitudes towards refugees from the Kindertransport?

  Did Britain do enough to help Jewish refugees?
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Anthony Eden and the Joint Allied 
Declaration

  On 17th December 1942, the British Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden read out a statement in 
the House of Commons. This was a declaration 
which had been written by the British government 
and its allies. 

  This is an extract from what Eden said: 

  “From all the occupied countries Jews are being 
transported, in conditions of appalling horror and brutality, to Eastern Europe. 
In Poland, which has been made the principal Nazi slaughterhouse, the ghettos 
established by the German invader are being systematically emptied of all Jews 
except a few highly skilled workers required for war industries. The able-bodied are 
slowly worked to death in labour camps. The infirm are left to die of exposure and 
starvation or are deliberately massacred in mass executions. The number of victims 
of these bloody cruelties is reckoned in many hundreds of thousands... The above 
named Governments... condemn in the strongest possible terms this bestial policy 
of cold-blooded extermination... They reaffirm their solemn resolution to ensure that 
those responsible for these crimes shall not escape retribution.”

  Although the mass murder of Jews in the Soviet Union had begun in 1941, this was 
the first time the Allied governments had all publicly condemned the Holocaust. 
By the time of the declaration, more than 3 million European Jews had already 
been murdered. The declaration was mainly based on information which the Allied 

governments had received from the Polish resistance movement during 1942.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

   Why was this declaration important? 

   There was a lot of accurate information in the declaration but it underestimated the 
number of victims of the Holocaust and did not mention gas chambers. Why do 
you think this was?

   Do you think it was enough for Britain to announce this declaration? Was there 
anything else which Britain could have done?
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Bombing Auschwitz

  The British government knew about the murder of 
Jews at Auschwitz-Birkenau by the end of 1942. 
However, there was little that it could do to stop 
the killings at that time because Germany still 
controlled most of Europe, and Auschwitz was beyond the 
range of Allied planes. There were also some officials who thought that the reports 
about Auschwitz they were receiving from the Polish resistance movement were 
exaggerating.

  By the late spring of 1944, the situation had changed. Firstly, the Allies had 
received more detailed reports about Auschwitz from prisoners who had escaped. 
Secondly, their bombers could now reach Poland. Although Winston Churchill 
supported the idea of bombing Auschwitz or the railway lines leading to it, officials 
in the Royal Air Force and the Foreign Office decided to take no action. The United 
States Air Force also decided not to bomb Auschwitz even though it did bomb the 
large IG Farben chemical factory close to the camps in August and September 
1944.

  Defenders of the Allies’ decision point out that it was almost impossible to hit 
targets accurately, particularly railway lines. There was also the risk of accidentally 
killing hundreds or thousands of prisoners in Auschwitz. The Allied governments 
believed that the best way to stop the Holocaust was to win the war and that 
bombing Auschwitz would have taken up resources which were needed for the 
D-Day campaign. Critics of the Allies argue that bombing might have at least 
slowed down the killings and that it would have been symbolically important. Some 
of these critics have argued that the Allies just did not care enough about Europe’s 

Jews to make Auschwitz a priority.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  What factors influenced the British and American decision not to bomb Auschwitz?

 Do you think that this was the right decision?

 Why do you think the decision not to bomb Auschwitz is still so controversial?
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Sir Oswald Mosley and the 
British Union of Fascists

  Sir Oswald Mosley (1896-1980) 
was a British politician from an 
aristocratic family. He served as a 
Member of Parliament in the 1920s, 
first for the Conservative Party and 
then for the Labour Party. He left 
both parties because he disagreed with their 
leaders’ policies.

  In 1932 Mosley created a new party called the British Union of Fascists (BUF). 
Mosley formed the BUF because he believed that the main political parties had 
failed to solve unemployment and other problems. The BUF was inspired by Hitler’s 
Nazi Party in Germany and Benito Mussolini’s Fascist Party in Italy. It believed 
that democracy had failed and that Britain needed a strong leader. The BUF was 
also extremely antisemitic: Mosley publicly blamed Jews for Britain’s economic 
problems and accused them of spreading Communist ideas in Britain.

  The BUF was not the only far right-wing organisation in Britain, but it was the 
biggest and best organised. At its height, it claimed to have 50,000 members 
and it briefly had the support of The Daily Mail. Mosley soon became one of the 
best known politicians in Britain. Many people compared the BUF to the Nazi 
Party and compared Mosley to Hitler. Some BUF members were organised into 
units of Blackshirts, who wore paramilitary uniforms and often attacked Jews and 
Communists. However, the BUF never had anyone elected in any election. The 
party was banned by the British government in May 1940. Mosley and around 740 

other Fascists were arrested and held in prison for most of the war.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Why did some people compare the BUF to the Nazi Party?

  Why were some British people attracted to Fascist ideas in the 1930s?

  No members of the BUF ever won a seat in an election. Why then did the 
government imprison Mosley and others during the war?
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William Joyce

  William Joyce was born in New York in 1906 into an Irish-
American family. The family moved back to Ireland when he 
was a child. Although he was a Catholic, William supported 
Britain in the Irish War of Independence after the First World 
War. He then moved to England in the early 1920s.

  When William was at university in London in the early 1920s, he became interested 
in Fascism and developed strong prejudices against Jews and Communists. In 
1932 he joined Oswald Mosley’s British Union of Fascists (BUF). He became one 
of the BUF’s best public speakers. In 1934 he became the party’s director of 
propaganda and then its deputy leader. In 1937 William almost defeated the Labour 
Party candidate in an election for the London City Council in Shoreditch. However, 
he increasingly disagreed with Mosley because William wanted the party to be 
more antisemitic. He was sacked by Mosley in 1937. William then set up his own 
political party called the National Socialist League. 

  In August 1939, just before the Second World War began, William fled to Germany. 
He found work broadcasting anti-British and anti-Jewish propaganda on the radio. 
The Nazis transmitted these speeches to Britain in the hope of weakening people’s 
morale during the war. William’s voice became well known in Britain and he was 
nicknamed ‘Lord Haw-Haw’. He was captured by the British army in 1945. He was 
then tried for treason, and hanged in 1946 – he was the last person in Britain ever 

to be executed for treason.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Why do you think the Nazis were so keen for William to broadcast propaganda for 
them? 

  Why did the British government believe that William was a traitor?

  William and other British Fascists were especially worried about Communism 
spreading from the Soviet Union to Britain. How can fears lead people to adopt 
extreme beliefs?
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The Mitford Girls

  The Mitford Girls were the six daughters 
of Baron and Baroness Redesdale (the 
youngest sister, Deborah, is not shown 
in this picture). They became celebrities 
in the 1930s because of their glamorous 
aristocratic lifestyles and the extreme 
political views of some of them. Jessica, the 
second youngest, scandalised her family by 
becoming a Communist. The most notorious sisters were Diana and Unity, the third 
and fourth oldest, who both became strong supporters of Fascism and Nazism.

  Diana left her husband for the leader of the British Union of Fascists, Sir Oswald 
Mosley, who she married at the home of Joseph Goebbels with Adolf Hitler as a 
guest. Like Mosley, she was held in prison by the British government for most of 
the war, but she continued to support Fascism after 1945. Unity moved to Germany 
in 1934 and became a close friend of Hitler. When the war broke out in 1939, she 
attempted to commit suicide. Even though the war was going on, Hitler arranged 
for her return to Britain. When she arrived home, Unity told the newspapers that 
“I’m glad to be in England, even though I’m not on your side”: many British people 
were offended by this remark.

  Nancy, the oldest sister, became a famous writer. In 1935, she published a novel 
called Wigs on the Green which made fun of the British Fascists, including Diana 
and Unity. During the war, Nancy provided information to MI5 about her two Fascist 
sisters. She also told the security services about Pamela, the second oldest sister. 
Pamela was known for avoiding publicity but, according to Nancy, she was an 
antisemite who privately called for all Jews in Britain to be killed.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

   How would you summarise the reactions of the Mitford Girls to Nazism?

   Some people, including Nancy, argued that Diana and Unity were traitors to 
Britain. Do you agree?

   The sisters came from a class in society which gave Britain many of its politicians 
and important civil servants. When we think about the beliefs that they had, why is 
this fact significant?

From the left: Jessica, Nancy, Diana, Unity  
and Pamela Mitford
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Eleanor Rathbone MP

  Eleanor Rathbone (1872-1946) was a politician who was 
famous for campaigning against injustice. As a student, 
she had promoted women’s rights and campaigned 
against poverty. She opposed the Boer War of 1899-1902. 
In 1909 Eleanor became the first woman to be elected to 
Liverpool City Council. In 1929 she was elected to the House 
of Commons as an independent MP (i.e. she did not belong to a political party). 

  During the 1930s Eleanor spoke out against the British government’s policy of 

appeasement of Nazi Germany. As early as 1933 – the year that Hitler came to 

power – she attacked the Nazis because of their antisemitism and their persecution 

of political opponents. Eleanor tried to make more people aware of what was 

happening in Germany. She also campaigned for the British government to help 

refugees from Nazi Germany. 

  During the Second World War, as information about the Holocaust began to 
spread, Eleanor called for the British government to do more to tell people about 
the Holocaust and to take action to help Jews in Europe. In 1943 she set up the 
National Committee for Rescue from Nazi Terror. This organisation arranged 
demonstrations, distributed leaflets and campaigned for a rescue plan. However, 
Eleanor was disappointed as the government refused to do more to help Europe’s 

Jews. 

THINGS TO DISCUSS

 What words would you use to describe Eleanor, and why?

  Eleanor had been involved in many campaigns against injustice during her life. How 
might this help to explain her opposition to Nazism and the Holocaust?

  Eleanor was disappointed that the government did not do more to help Europe’s 
Jews during the 1930s and during the Second World War. Does this mean that she 

failed?
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The Battle of Cable Street

  On 4th October 1936, the 
British Union of Fascists 
(BUF) led by Oswald Mosley 
planned to march through 
Stepney in London. The 
march had been advertised 
in advance and, despite 
protests, the police allowed 
it to go ahead. 

  Stepney is in the East End of London. The East End was one of the most 

multicultural places in Britain and had a very large Jewish population so it is 

not surprising that many of the people who lived there opposed the BUF. Many 

people were also angry that the march was happening at the same time as British 

volunteers were fighting against Fascism in the Spanish Civil War. As the BUF 

began to march, a crowd formed in Cable Street to block the Fascists. The crowd 

of over 100,000 was made up of Jews, Communist supporters, Irish immigrants 

and many other people. As the BUF approached, violence broke out, and the police 

were forced to order the BUF to turn back. 

  A mural (wall painting) marking the events of Cable Street was created in the 1970s. 
In 1980, it was vandalised by far-right sympathisers. This was repeated in 1985 and 
1993. Each time, the local community raised money to repair the mural. Today the 
mural is coated in a special varnish to prevent it being vandalised.

THINGS TO DISCUSS

   Do you think the police were right to allow the BUF to march through Stepney? 

   What might the Battle of Cable Street tell us about British responses to Fascism 

and Nazism?

   What might it tell us that the mural commemorating the Battle of Cable Street has 
been vandalised so many times?
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Victor Gollancz

  Victor Gollancz (1893-1967) was a famous publisher and 
political campaigner. His company published writers such 
as George Orwell and Daphne du Maurier as well as many 
socialist and pacifist pamphlets. Although he was born into 
a Jewish family, Victor described himself as a Christian 
socialist. 

  During the 1930s Victor campaigned against the Nazis and against Fascism in 
Britain. As early as 1933, he published a book called The Little Brown Book of the 
Hitler Terror which raised awareness of the crimes of the new Nazi dictatorship. 
When the war broke out, he became more concerned about the dangers facing 
Europe’s Jews. In early 1943, Victor published a pamphlet called Let My People 
Go. He predicted that the Nazis would murder 6 million European Jews. The British 
government argued that the only way to help Jews was to win the war but Victor 
believed that the Allies should do more now because victory would come too late 
to save the Jews. The pamphlet sold hundreds of thousands of copies. Victor also 
joined Eleanor Rathbone’s National Committee for Rescue from Nazi Terror. Like 
Eleanor, he was disappointed that more was not done to help the Jews. 

  After the war, Victor continued to try to raise awareness of the Holocaust. At the 
same time, he also campaigned for the rights of millions of Germans who had been 
expelled from their homes in Czechoslovakia and Poland. Victor argued that it was 
wrong to punish all Germans for Nazi crimes. He wrote that “There is only one 

method of re-educating people, namely the example that one lives oneself.”

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Why was Victor unhappy with the policies of the British government towards the 
Nazis and the Holocaust?

  Victor was a very successful publisher. Why is the media, including newspapers 
and books, useful for spreading ideas?

  After the war Victor campaigned for the rights of Germans. What might this tell us 

about the type of person he was?
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The National Curriculum in England

  In 1988, the British government decided to create the National 
Curriculum for schools in England. This meant that the 
government decided what would be taught in each subject in 
state schools – before this time, schools were free to choose 
what they taught. This was a particularly big change in 
History because different schools taught the history of many 
different periods and different countries.

  Before the National Curriculum, most students did not learn about the Holocaust 
at school. This meant that knowledge of the Holocaust in Britain was quite 
limited, especially amongst people who had grown up after the war. For example, 
during debates about the War Crimes Act in the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
many politicians and journalists made statements which were based on factual 
misunderstandings of the history of the Holocaust.

  The government initially proposed that the Holocaust, and other twentieth century 
events, would be studied in History at Key Stage 4. However, because History 
is not a compulsory subject at GCSE, this meant that many students would still 
never have studied the Holocaust at school. After a campaign by historians and the 
Holocaust Educational Trust, the government changed its mind and made study 
of the world wars and the Holocaust compulsory at Key Stage 3, i.e. all students 
would have to study it. The National Curriculum has been changed four times since 
then but each time the study of the Holocaust has been compulsory. 

THINGS TO DISCUSS

  Do you think the government was right to make study of the Holocaust 
compulsory?

  Although study of the Holocaust is only compulsory in History in England, the 
Holocaust is taught in most schools across the UK and in many other subjects. 
Why do you think this is?

  What does this tell us about changing knowledge and awareness of the Holocaust 

in Britain?
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The Holocaust Exhibition at 
the Imperial War Museum

  The Imperial War Museum (IWM) 
in London was founded during 
the First World War, in 1917, with 
the aim of displaying materials 
related to the war. It officially 
opened to the public in 1920. 
When the Second World War began, 
the museum broadened its collections to include this war as well. Then, in 1953, it 
was decided that the IWM would cover all military operations involving Britain and 
the Commonwealth nations since the beginning of the First World War. Today, the 
IWM is one of the best known military museums in the world and also runs many 
educational programmes.

  In June 2000, the Queen officially opened the permanent Holocaust exhibition at 
the museum. The exhibition had taken 6 years to design and create, and cost £5 
million to construct. Millions of people have visited the exhibition since it opened. 
Before this time, the Holocaust was only covered by a small display on the 
liberation of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.

  The exhibition uses a range of media to inform visitors of what happened during the 
Holocaust. This approach is founded on the belief that the exhibition should not tell 
people how to feel, but instead give them historical knowledge and understanding. 
To help achieve this, the exhibition contains lots of historical artefacts and authentic 
eyewitness accounts. 

THINGS TO DISCUSS

   Why are museums important? What functions do they perform?

   What does the fact that it took more than 50 years for the UK to have a national 
exhibition about the Holocaust tell us about British knowledge and awareness of 

the Holocaust?

   What is the significance of the Holocaust exhibition being placed in the national 
museum of the history of war? Are there any problems with this?
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Holocaust Memorial Day

  In 2001, Britain held its first ever Holocaust 
Memorial Day (HMD). The decision to create 
this day was announced by the Prime 
Minister, Tony Blair, in 2000. The purpose 
of the day was “to ensure that the terrible 
crimes against humanity committed during the Holocaust are never 
forgotten and its relevance for each new generation is understood”. HMD is marked 
every year on the same date – 27th January. This date was chosen because it was 
the day on which Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration and extermination camp was 
liberated by the Soviet Red Army in 1945. Many other countries have chosen this 
date as their national day of remembrance of the Holocaust. 

  The first HMD in 2001 was marked in various ways. As the date fell on a Saturday, 
many schools held special assemblies and other activities in the week before. In 
the wider community, special events like memorial services and exhibitions were 
organised across the UK. A national ceremony was also held at Westminster 
Abbey, which was attended by important public figures such as the Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, religious leaders, and Prince Charles. Similar events have been held 
every year since. Many of these events involve hearing the eyewitness testimonies 
of Holocaust survivors.

  To give the day a focus, the first HMD had the theme Remembering Genocides: 
Lessons for the Future. There has been a different theme for each year while the 

number of resources available to commemorate the day has grown considerably. 

THINGS TO DISCUSS

   Why do you think the British government decided to create Holocaust Memorial 
Day?

  Do you think the idea of having a memorial day is a good one? 

   In the future, there will be no Holocaust survivors left to deliver their testimony on 
events like HMD. What challenges will this create? How could these challenges be 

dealt with?


