
Brain in Gear

Answer the two 4 mark GCSE questions.

Each question should take you 5 minutes. 

EXTENSION: 
Explain the technique you used to answer these three 
questions – how did that ensure you got full marks?



How to answer a 16 mark 
“Do you agree…” question.



Question 3:

“The most significant turning point during the industrial period for progress in medicine 
was the discovery of germ theory in 1861” How far do you agree with this statement?

You may use the following in your answer:

- Bacteriology
- The Public Health Act 1875

You must also use information of your own.

(16 marks + 4 SPAG)

Identify the key words in this question:

In this question you also get two hints 
about things you could mention. These can 
help you structure your answer or you can 

talk about other relevant information

These are the only questions that include 
spelling and grammar. Double check your 

capital letters and spellings if you have time.

Remember, to get more than half marks 
you need to think about another example 

of knowledge to include.

You can agree or disagree but you must 
choose a side – don’t hedge by saying you 

agree with both sides.

These are the key words – your whole 
answer must be laser focused on 

challenging or supporting this statement. 



What structure would you use for 
your answer?

Think about how many paragraphs you would need to 
write to answer this question fully.

What would each paragraph be about?



16 mark “Do you agree…” – Essay Plan
Paragraph 1: Introduction – Say if you agree or disagree

Paragraph 2: Reasons to agree – Use your knowledge to support the 
statement and give reasons why it is correct

Paragraph 3: Reasons to disagree – Use your own knowledge to challenge 
the statement and suggest another answer.

Paragraph 4: Additional knowledge – You can support or challenge the 
statement in this paragraph. Add more knowledge and examples to back up 
your points (Top level answers may have 2-3 extra paragraphs of detail)

Paragraph 5: Conclusion – Compare the two arguments and explain why 
you agree with one over the other.



Agree – Germ Theory was the turning point Disagree – Something else might be the 
turning point

How do you make an essay plan?



Agree – Germ Theory was the turning point Disagree – Something else might be the 
turning point

A brilliant new discovery – finally disproved 
miasma

Rapidly changed medicine – by 1900 germ 
theory was undisputed (only 40 years)

Influenced others leading to more discoveries 
– Lister (carbolic acid)

Germ Theory not accepted by most (miasma 
too strong – no changes made)

Jenner – Vaccinations (a key discovery)

Koch – Bacteriology (the bigger turning point)

Government – Public Health Act 1875 (a 
turning point in gov attitudes)

How do you make an essay plan?



The anatomy of a paragraph
It could be argued that the more significant turning point was Robert Koch’s 
work on microbes. Koch successfully identified the specific germs behind 
many common diseases. In 1882, he discovered the bacteria that caused 
tuberculosis and a year later he discovered cholera. He pioneered research 
in the field of bacteriology, by discovering that bacteria can be removed 
from the human body and reproduced in laboratory conditions. He used 
petri dishes to study specific microbes and developed a method of staining 
bacteria with coloured dyes to make them easier to see. Koch’s discoveries 
were hugely significant and were a massive turning point in medicine 
because after this point it became impossible to deny the impact of germs 
on health. Although the British government initially rejected Koch’s 
discoveries, his scientific proof was too strong and by 1900 the medical 
community had fully embraced bacteriology. Koch’s research was hugely 
influential and led to other scientists discovering the microbes responsible 
for pneumonia, the plague and tetanus. His impact is so significant that he 
was given the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 1905. A discovery this big must 
be considered a hugely significant turning point in medical progress.
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A “topic sentence” sets out the main 
argument the paragraph will make.
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This part of the paragraph shows the writers knowledge –
it’s important to establish the context for your argument 

with as much precise detail as you know.
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It could be argued that the more significant turning point was Robert Koch’s 
work on microbes. Koch successfully identified the specific germs behind 
many common diseases. In 1882, he discovered the bacteria that caused 
tuberculosis and a year later he discovered cholera. He pioneered research 
in the field of bacteriology, by discovering that bacteria can be removed 
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on health. Although the British government initially rejected Koch’s 
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influential and led to other scientists discovering the microbes responsible 
for pneumonia, the plague and tetanus. His impact is so significant that he 
was given the Nobel Prize for Medicine in 1905. A discovery this big must 
be considered a hugely significant turning point in medical progress.

Here is the analysis – The question asked about a turning 
point so we have explained why the impact of Koch’s 

discovery was so great. The final paragraph references the 
question statement to keep our argument focused. 



What’s in a conclusion?
Your main paragraphs contain your explanation for why different factors are 
relevant to the question

Your conclusion is where you directly compare those factors and analyse 
which you think is more correct. A good structure looks like this:

Overall I agree / disagree with the statement. Both A and B are hugely 
significant, but in my opinion I think that A is the more significant discovery 
and is the main turning point for the period. Even though… (explain why B is 
important), I still think that A is more significant because…

This shows that both factors are relevant, and gives you the chance to make 
a strong argument in your favour. 



The anatomy of a paragraph
Have a go at writing your own paragraph. Focus on including:

- A topic sentence that explains what you will argue

- Examples of your own relevant knowledge. 

- An analysis of why that knowledge is relevant that links to the question

- A summary sentence that refers back to the question
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