




John Snow’s Cholera Map

Use the evidence that you 
have been given and your 
map 

Mark what you find on your 
map using colours and 
codes
• Use 1 colour for where 

there were between 1-
10 deaths

• Use 1 colour for 11-30 
deaths

• Use 1 colour for 31-100 
deaths

• Write P for Water Pump

John Snow’s investigation into the 1854 cholera outbreak in 
Soho, London. 

Key:

1-10 deaths
11-30 deaths
31-100 deaths

P = water pump

There are water pumps on the corner of Broad 
Street and Cambridge Street, in the middle of 

Archer Street and the corner of Tyler Street and 
King Street



John Snow’s investigation into the 1854 cholera outbreak in 
Soho, London. 

EVIDENCE 1: 
• A factory was located between Cambridge Street and Broad Street. The factory was badly affected.
• 18 people working in the factory died of cholera.
• The factory got its water from a pump on Broad Street.

This suggests that…

EVIDENCE 2: 
• 535 people lived in a workhouse on Poland Street, it was not badly affected at all by cholera.
• Only five people died, all children who went to school on Broad Street.
• It got its water from its own pump within the workhouse

This suggests that…

EVIDENCE 3: 
• A lady in Hampstead, many miles north of Broad Street died of cholera.
• It turns out she really liked the taste of the water from the Broad Street water pump and she had 

someone bring her a bottle of it every day. 

This suggests that…

EVIDENCE 6:
• When the well beneath the Broad street pump was inspected, it was found that it was less than 1 metre 

away from a cesspit full of human waste.  
• Although the cesspit had a brick lining it had cracked and sewage  was seeping into the well from which 

the water was pumped
• Many people who lived on the street used the toilet above the cesspit. Healthy and infected people all 

used the same toilet.

This suggests that…

EVIDENCE 5: 
• A brewery was located very close to the Broad Street water pump, 70 men worked there but none of 

them died from cholera.
• The owner of the brewery let his men drink the beer for free, it also had its own water pump inside the 

building. 

This suggests that…
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