
Nazi action increased support Other events increased Nazi support 

1. Hitler’s leadership skills 

played a crucial role is his rise 

to power, his speeches and 

personality gained the Nazis a 

great deal of support. He 

came across as a strong 

leader who could solve 

Germany’s problems. 

2. ‘During these months my 

mother saw the SA (Hitler’s 

private army) parade the 

streets. The sight of 

discipline in a time of chaos 

she said. Without ever having 

heard a speech or read a 

pamphlet, she joined the 

party’ – Albert Speer 

3. Nazi organisation was 

excellent as they were able 

to raise money to fund their 

election campaigns. A lot of 

this money came from 

ordinary members, but the 

Nazis also got huge donations 

from business men like 

Thyssen and Bosch. 

4. For many young people, the 

Nazi Party was exciting. Its 

rallies were colourful and full 

of atmosphere. Hitler’s 

speeches were stirring and 

promised more than the 

traditional parties. 

5. The Great Depression made 

businesses in Germany 

bankrupt, farmers struggled 

as food prices dropped and 

there were 6 million people 

unemployed by 1932.  The 

government found it very 

difficult to agree on what to 

do, so they coalition broke 

down. This led to people 

wanting a strong leader to 

take charge. 

6. Nazi propaganda presented 

the Nazi party as a solution 

to Germany’s problems. 

Organised by Joseph 

Goebbels the Nazis used the 

latest technology, loud 

speakers, gramophones and 

films to spread their 

message. Their posters and 

pamphlets could be found 

everywhere. Their rallies 

impressed people with their 

energy, enthusiasm and sheer 

size. Hitler also used 

aeroplanes in his campaigning 

to get to different cities in 

the same day. 

7. From 1930 to 1932 support for 

the Communists increased, this 

was out of the Nazis hands. The 

communists had a lot of support 

from working class people, but 

German business owners and 

farmers feared the Communists 

because in the Soviet Union 

(Russia) the Communist 

government had taken over big 

businesses and farmers’ land. 

Some voted for the Nazis 

because they were the only ones 

who would stop the Communists.  

8. To deal with the 

depression, the Weimar 

government were worried 

about spending money to help 

people hit by unemployment 

so they cut benefits and 

increased tax, this annoyed 

the rich and poor alike. This 

made the government very 

unpopular. People blamed the 

government, they looked weak 

and powerless. People turned 

to more extreme parties like 

the Nazis instead. 

9. The Nazis promises were 

designed to appeal to 

everyone from businessmen, 

to farmers, to factory 

workers and housewives. They 

were very flexible; if they 

found that one of their 

policies was unpopular they 

would simply drop it. The 

Nazis targeted every section 

of society & promised them 

all something. 

10. The Wall Street Crash 

was a key event in Hitler’s 

rise to power, it led to a 

terrible economic crisis in 

Germany, known as the Great 

Depression, this led people to 

vote for extreme parties like 

the Nazis. 

11. The Nazis were organised, 

they set up soup kitchens, 

and provided shelter in 

hostels for the unemployed. 

The SA facilitated this. 

12. Nazi organisation impressed 

voters. The SA also played an 

important role; they beat up 

the Nazis opponents and broke 

up their meetings. By 1930 

Hitler had 400,000 SA. In 

contrast the communists (KPD) 

had only 130,000 Red Front 

Fighters. They brought order 

and organisation to the party 

and also to the country it 

seemed. 

13. Nazi organisation was 

good; it helped them campaign 

better than their rivals. Nazi 

party members would work 

hard to spread the message 

of the Nazi party in their 

local areas, leafleting, going 

door to door and holdings 

public meetings. 

14. Many middle-class people 

believed that there had been 

a moral decline under the 

Weimar Republic, with more 

drinking and sexual openness. 

They saw the Nazis as a 

return to traditional German 

values.  

15. The Nazis focused on 

issues and problems that 

German people were worried 

about. They promised to: 

-Solve Germany’s economic 

problems 

-Provide strong leadership 

and scrap -‘democracy’ 

-’Ignore the Treaty of 

Versailles’ 

-‘Build up the army’ 

-Make Germany a great 

country again 

 

16. Many richer people voted 

for the Nazis because they 

were scared of the 

Communists getting to power. 

Communists wanted to share 

wealth equally & give power to 

the workers. The 

rich/business owners would 

not benefit from this. They 

turned to the Nazis as they  

seemed to be the only party 

who could stop the 

Communists. 

17. Hitler was very 

charismatic (inspiring/grabs 

your attention) and a 

powerful speaker. He seemed 

to be able to identify with 

the audience and fill them 

with a sense of hope. One man 

said ‘Oh God he knows how I 

feel’. 

18. The Nazi’s rivals were weak; 

people had lost trust in the 

parties who had ruled Germany 

during the great Depression. 

They didn’t seem to know what 

to do; they argued amongst 

themselves and didn’t seem able 

to provide strong, effective 

leadership. 

19. At first, women didn’t 

support the traditional family 

values of the Nazi Party. 

However, propaganda made 

special appeals to women, 

claiming voting for the Nazis 

would be the best thing for 

their families.  

20. By the early 1930s the 

Nazis owned 120 newspapers 

that were read by hundreds 

of thousands of Germans. 
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