
Ideas about medicine in the Renaissance – Knowledge Quiz

1. Which scientist believed that disease was something separate from the body, which 
needed to be attacked?

a) Sydenham

b) Paracelsus

c) Leeuwenhoek

d) Harvey

2. Which Physician theorised that disease was caused by seeds spread in the air?

a) Paracelsus

b) Hooke

c) Fracastoro

d) Sydenham

3. A better understanding of the digestive system meant people gradually stopped believing 
what two things?

1.

2.

4. What year did William Harvey publish his book suggesting that blood circulated around the 
body rather than being made in the liver as taught by Galen?

a) 1628

b) 1638

c) 1648

d) 1658 

5. Who was head of experiments at the Royal Society in the 1660’s?

a) Thomas Sydenham

b) William Harvey

c) Jan Babtiste van Helmont

d) Robert Hooke

6. Who discovered tiny ‘animalcules’ in 1683 by using more powerful microscopes?

a) Jan Babtiste van Helmont

b) Antony van Leeuwenhoek

c) Girolamo Fracastoro

d) William Harvey

7. What theory had ben discredited by 1700?

8. Who was known as the ‘new Hippocrates’?

9. Wat three ideas had changed a lot in the Renaissance?

1.

2.

3.

10. What idea about the cause of disease had stayed the same?



Ideas about medicine in the Renaissance – Knowledge Test

1. Which scientist believed that disease was something separate from the body, which 
needed to be attacked?

a) Sydenham

b) Paracelsus

c) Leeuwenhoek

d) Harvey

2. Which Physician theorised that disease was caused by seeds spread in the air?

a) Paracelsus

b) Hooke

c) Fracastoro

d) Sydenham

3. A better understanding of the digestive system meant people gradually stopped believing 
what two things?

1. Disease was caused by eating the wrong things

2. Urine was an accurate way of diagnosing illness.

4. What year did William Harvey publish his book suggesting that blood circulated around the 
body rather than being made in the liver as taught by Galen?

a) 1628

b) 1638

c) 1648

d) 1658 

5. Who was head of experiments at the Royal Society in the 1660’s?

a) Thomas Sydenham

b) William Harvey

c) Jan Babtiste van Helmont

d) Robert Hooke

6. Who discovered tiny ‘animalcules’ in 1683 by using more powerful microscopes?

a) Jan Babtiste van Helmont

b) Antony van Leeuwenhoek

c) Girolamo Fracastoro

d) William Harvey

7. What theory had been discredited by 1700?

The theory of the four humours

8. Who was known as the ‘new Hippocrates’?

Thomas Sydenham

9. Wat three ideas had changed a lot in the Renaissance?

1. Very few physicians believed in the theory of the four humours 

2. Better understanding of the human body

3. Physicians now understood that urine was not directly related to a person’s health.

10. What idea about the cause of disease had stayed the same?

Miasma




