
Obligatory Act Definition
1. Salah Praying 5 times a day

2. Sawm Fasting during Ramadan

3. Hajj Pilgrimage to Makkah

4. Zakah Giving 2.5% to charity

5. Khums 20% tax given to Shi'a leaders

6. Jihad Striving for Allah

7. Amr bil ma'roof Encouraging good actions

8. Nahi anil Munkar Discouraging bad actions

9. Tawalla Association with good people

10. Tabarra Dissociation with bad people

Shi’a Muslims Sunni Muslims

They believe that Ali ibn
Abi Talib was the Prophet
Muhammad’s successor.
(Muhammad’s cousin)

They believe that Abu
Bakr was the Prophet

Muhammad’s successor.
(Chief advisor to 

Muhammad)

The 10 Obligatory Acts of 
Islam are only followed by 
Shi’a Muslims, not Sunni 

Muslims.

The 10 Obligatory Acts of Islam

The 10 Obligatory Acts were given by 
the ‘Twelvers’ (12 imams) who Shi’a 

Muslims believe were chosen by Allah 
to lead after the death of Muhhamad, 

with Ali Talib (Muhammad’s cousin) 
becoming the successor.
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Can you remember what 
these 3 pictures 

represent?



Salah In which direction do Muslims pray? Why? They must 
face Mecca ( because this is where the Ka’bah is), this 
is called qiblah. Muslims often have a compass on their 
prayer mat in order to help them face in the right 
direction.

What is Wudu and why do Muslims do it? This is also 
known as ‘ablution’. Muslims think it is important to be 
clean before offering Salah, as a mark of respect for 
Allah. Muslims must wash various parts of the body 
before they pray.

How do Muslim men stand when praying at the 
Mosque on a Friday? They stand shoulder to shoulder 
to show equality and solidarity (brotherhood = 
Ummah). Women usually go in another room, or pray 
at home to avoid distraction. The Friday prayer is the 
Jummah.

Who leads the prayer/worship at the Mosque? The 
Imam.

What is prostration? Why do they do it? It is bowing 
down to God, and showing submission to Allah.

What is Salah? It is the 2nd Pillar of Islam, which means 
to pray 5 times a day.

Why is Salah important to Muslims? To show 
appreciation of everything Allah has given them, 
Muhammad instructed them to follow his example, and 
to communicate directly with Allah for a variety of 
reasons (forgiveness, praise etc).

Sources of authority – “keep up the prayer, prayer 
restrains outrageous and unacceptable behaviour” and 
“prayer is obligatory for the believers at prescribed 
times”

What are the different times of prayer called, and when 
are they?
1. Fajr – before sunrise
2. Zuhr – early afternoon
3. Asr – late afternoon
4. Maghrib – just after sunset
5. Isha – later in the evening



The nature of Sawm:

Sawm is the 4th Pillar of Islam. It means to fast during 
the month of Ramadan (which is celebrated the 9th 
month of the Islamic year ). It starts when the new 

moon is seen, and lasts until the sighting of the next 
new moon.

Sawm means no food, drink, smoking, lying, 
gossiping, swearing, getting angry or having sex from 

dawn until dusk.

Families have 2 special meals a day; 
• Iftar - to break the fast at night
• Suhur - just before dawn to give them strength 

for the day's fast

All Muslims above the age of puberty should fast. 
Although there are special considerations for; those 
on long journeys, the elderly, the sick, breastfeeding 
mothers or women on their period. However, these 
people (if possible) should make up their fasting at 

another time or can give money to feed poor 
families.

During Ramadan, extra prayers are said, and 1/30th 
of the Qur'an is read each day, so that by the end of 

Ramadan, the whole Qur'an has been read. 

The purpose of Sawm:

Sawm is important because:
It is the 4th Pillar of Islam, therefore a rule which ALL 

Muslims should follow.

The Qur'an is the greatest gift from God, so keeping 
the fast during Ramadan is a way of thanking Allah

Fasting brings Muslims closer to Allah because they 
are concentrating on him only

Fasting promotes self control so that they can 
practice their faith properly

Muslims see it as a training programme in order to 
're-charge their spiritual batteries' so they can carry 

out their religious duties for the rest of the year

It helps them to appreciate the hunger and thirst that 
some of the poorest people on earth are 

experiencing 

Muhammad fasted when he was alive, and gave 
instruction for Muslims to do the same during his last 

sermon

SOA: It is written in the Qur'an that: "You who 
believe, fasting is prescribed for you, as it was 

prescribed for those before you, so that you may be 
mindful of God"

Laylat al-Qadr:

The Night of Power was the night when Muhammad 
received the first revelation of the Qur'an. Angel Jibril

visited him in a cave, and told him to 'recite' but 
Muhammad was worried as he couldn't read or write 
- eventually, he realised he was able to do so as Allah 

gave him the power to do so. 

Muslims strive to attend the Mosque on this day (the 
27th of Ramadan) as praying on that night is better 

than 'a 1000 months of prayers'. It can also bring 
forgiveness for all of their sins, in order to get to 

heaven.

This night is important to Muslims because:
It is when Muhammad was first made the prophet of 

Allah

It is when the Qur'an was first revealed - which is 
specific guidance from Allah to Muslims on how to 

live their life

It is the holiest night of the year and a time to receive 
special blessings







What happens during Hajj?

Muslim men wear 'ihram' - this is usually two sheets of white cloth wrapped around the body. Women dress in simple 
clothes, usually white too. They wear white to symbolise equality of the ‘Ummah’ – the Muslim brotherhood.

At the start, Muslims perform the 'tawaf' which is the anti-clockwise circuit of the Ka'bah, this is done 7 times 
throughout the Hajj. This is because Muhammad did it, it is to show submission to God.

Muslims also perform an act called ‘running’. This is when they run between two small hills 7 times. This is to represent 
a mother running back and forth 7 times to find her son water, it was on the 7th run that she found that water. This 

water is sacred, it is now called zamzam water.

Muslims then walk to Mina. Which is 4 miles east of Makkah. The next morning, after prayer, they walk 9 miles to 
Mount Arafat. Mount Arafat is where Muhammad gave a lot of his sermons.

Whilst at Mount Arafat, Muslims stay in tents and spend their time in reflection and prayer. This is important as they 
are asking God for forgiveness.

The Muslim pilgrims then walk to collect pebbles for the ramy al-jimar (throwing pebbles at walls). This is to represent 
‘stoning the devil’ – they are rejecting the devil out of their lives.

At the end of Hajj, Muslims sacrifice an animal to show the sacrifice that God made of his son. The meat is given to 
poor/hungry families. Men shave their heads, and women cut a few hairs. They end ihram and perform a final tawaf. 

This is to show that they are starting a new life after being on this spiritual journey.

Key Word Glossary 1

•Ihram - wearing white cloth

•Tawaf - anti-clockwise circuit 
of the Ka'bah

•Ka'bah - cube shaped building 
in Makkah, considered the first 
house of Allah

•Zam Zam - water - holy water

Key Word Glossary 2

•Mina - the place where 
Muslims throw stones

•Mount Arafat - Muhammad 
gave sermons there

•Ramy al-jimar - the stoning of 
the devil



THE GREATER JIHAD
You can strive 

with:

•Soul – improving 
yourself through 
prayer or fasting.

•Tongue –
speaking the 
truth and telling 
other about Islam

•Pen – writing 
about, or in 
defence of, your 
religion.

It is so that Muslims 
are showing that 

they actually 
practice what they 

preach, they are not 
just talking about 

how good Islam is.

Some struggles are; to perform all of the 
5 pillars properly, to follow the Shari’ah
law exactly (this can be difficult in the 
UK), to follow the perfect example of 

Muhammad, to please Allah so he will 
allow you in to paradise.

It means to 
become a 

better 
person! 

To be a 
perfect 
Muslim.

Muslims must try 
to remove evil from 
themselves, before 
they try to remove 
evil from the world.

Examples are; 
suppressing anger, or 

helping the poor, looking 
after your parents etc.



THE LESSER JIHAD

Lesser Jihad is only allowed 
if...

•Persecution (suffering 
because of your beliefs) 
reaches an extreme level.

•Religious freedoms are 
being taken away.

•Islam has to be defended 
from an attack, started by 
the enemy.

•Must be authorised by a 
Muslim leader.

Muslims are 
FORBIDDEN to 
target innocent 

civilians – including 
women, children & 

the elderly.

Some extremists groups (such as ISIS) 
believe that they have a duty to fight non-
Muslims so that Islam can dominate the 
world. They teach that anyone who dies 

for their beliefs will go to heaven. The 
majority of Muslims believe that this is 

extremely wrong, and a terrible 
interpretation of Jihad. Islam does not 

allow terrorism.

It means to 
resist evil in the 
world through 

physical or 
military means. 

This may mean 
fighting an 

enemy in a war. “Fight in God’s cause against 
those who fight you, but do not 

over step the limits” Qur’an.

Muslims believe it is their duty to 
defend the weak, or if they are 

under attack, as Muhammad did 
the same.

“We condemn 
extremism, radicalism 
and fanaticism today” 

–The Amman 
Declaration, signed 

by 200 Muslim 
scholars in 2005.



Id-ul-Adha

It is the festival of sacrifice. It remembers the story of Ibrahim & Isma’il. Ibrahim 
had a dream that he was sacrificing his son Isma’il, when he told his son about 

the dream, Isma’il said he would sacrifice his own life for his Father & Allah. Just 
before Ibrahim was about to kill his son, God called out to them and told them to 
stop, and praised them for their dedication. This reminds Muslims to constantly 

be obedient and devoted to Allah. This celebration was started by Muhammad. It 
happens 10 weeks after Id-ul-Fitr and at the end of Hajj. In memory of the Father 

& Son, cattle are sacrificed  and their meat is shared with the poor. They are 
slaughtered using the Halal method. New clothes are worn and families go to the 

mosque for special prayer. They embrace each other and say ‘Id Mubarak’ –
which means have a blessed Id, and this symbolises community.

Id-ul-Ghadeer (Shi’a only)

This is a time to remember the time when (they believe) Muhammad officially 
declared to all Muslims that Ali was to be the leader after him. Ghadeer is the 

pond where the declaration took place. 
“For whoever I was regarded as leader, Ali will be the leader” (Hadith).

Shi’a Muslims believe that this is a clear order to follow the Qur’an and the family 
of the prophet after his death.

Shi’a Muslims are encouraged to fast on this day. A gathering is held at the 
mosque where people recite poetry about the event, and a Muslim scholar gives 
a speech to remind everyone about the importance of this event./ It is a day of 

happiness and Shi’a Muslims refer to it as the greatest celebration.

Id-ul-Fitr

This celebration was also started by Prophet Muhammad and takes place at the 
end of Ramadan. It is a joyous occasion when Muslims express their gratefulness 
to Allah for being able to pass through the month that brought many blessings.
New clothes are worn, families go to mosque to offer a special prayer and listen 
to a sermon, Gifts are exchanged and food is enjoyed at home or in restaurants. 

They also say Id Mubarak to each other.
The head of each family is expected to give money which goes to less fortunate 

members on society so that they are not forgotten on this day.

Ashura is also a day of mourning for Sunni Muslims, as they remember when 
Nuh (Noah) left the ark, and when Musa (Moses) freed the slaves from Egypt. 

They wear black, and no music is allowed.

Ashura (Shi’a only - ish)

This commemorates the death of Muhammad's grandson (Imam Hussain) who 
was murdered along with his family & friends in Karbala (Iraq). He was killed for 

his beliefs. Hussain refused to pledge allegiance to a leader named Yazid because 
he was going against his teachings of Islam, and he was an oppressive ruler. Yazid 
forced Hussain and 72 of his relatives and followers out of Madinah where they 

lived. Sending an army of thousands, Yazid trapped them in the desert of Karbala 
where they were deprived of water and food. Eventually, Yazid’s army murdered 

most of them and took the remaining women & children captive.
Shi’a Muslims hold gatherings at the Mosque, and drape the mosque in black 

sheets to show mourning, this mourning lasts for 40 days. Every year, Shi’a 
Muslims go to Karbala on pilgrimage to visit the shrine of Hussain. Some perform 

‘self flagellation’ (hitting yourself with a whip) to express their grief, a lot of 
Muslim scholars have banned this as it is not acceptable in Islam. Many young 

Muslims in the UK donate blood instead to the NHS in memory of Hussain.



Help! How do I revise?
• Look, cover, write, say, check the key words.

• Make flash cards of all your notes to stick around your bedroom!

• Ask your parents or guardians to test you!

• Mind-maps and spider diagrams with pictures and colour.

• Smaller and smaller – write some notes on a piece of paper, fold it, see what you can remember, repeat this process!

• Buddy system; work with a partner and test each other!

• Take your time & be organised, revising the night before does not work!

• If you’re still stuck, please come and see your teacher to help you, they could give you some past exam questions! 
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