
 

CEW1 - How can you classify the world according to economic development 
and quality of life (QoL)? 

 
• Development means change that makes things better (standard of 

living and quality of life improves 
• The development of gap is the difference in standards of living 

between the world’s richest and poorest countries 
• HICs – high income countries (Europe, North America, Australia), 

GNI per head is high and a high QoL 
• LICs – low income countries (Kenya, Ghana), GNI per head is low and a 

low QoL 
• NEEs – newly emerging economy – rapid industrial development and 

getting richer (BRICs – Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa 
and MINT – Malaysia, Indonesia, Nigeria and Turkey) 

CEW2 - How can you measure development? 
 

• GNI (Gross National Income) - is the total value of goods and 
services produced by a country, plus money earned from and paid to 
other countries, expressed per capita (per person) (economic 
measure). The world bank uses 4 different levels to divide the world 
into: high, upper-middle, lower middle and low. 

• HDI (Human Development Index) – links wealth to health and 
education (social measure) (life expectancy, number of years of 
education, GNI per head). Expressed values as 0-1 (1 highest: very 
high, high, medium and low) 

• Quality of life – good QoL means different things in different 
countries i.e. safety and security, freedom, right to vote 

CEW2 - How can you measure development? 
 

• Birth rate – number of babies born per 1000 people 
• Death rate – number of deaths per 1000 people 
• GNI per capita – money earned per person given in $US 
• GDP – total value of goods and services in a year given in $US 
• Infant mortality – number of babies who die under the age of 1 per 

1000 born 
• People per doctor – average number of people for each doctor 
• Literacy rate - % of adults who can read or write 
• Access to safe water - % of people who can get clean drinking water 
• Life expectancy – average age a person can expect to live 

 
 

CEW3 - What are the limitations of measuring development? 
 

• Individual indicators can be misleading on their own as some aspects may 
develop faster than others, giving a false indication of development 

• GNI – some countries have a high GNI and have a smaller population but it 
doesn’t mean that the population enjoy a good QoL. 

• GNI - can have a high variation between regions in the country and between 
classes, doesn’t take into consideration the informal sector 

• HDI – uses more than one indicator, limiting problems of relying on one 
indicator 

• Literacy rate – difficult to assess in rural populations and conflict zones or 
squatter settlements 

• People per doctor – in some NEEs such as India, people are now using mobile 
phones to get healthcare, this is not considered 

• Access to safe water – water quality can decline due to natural hazards such 
as flooding, rising costs of water in cities sometimes forces the poor to start 
using unsafe sources, official data may underestimate these problems 

 



 

CEW3 - What are the limitations of measuring development? 
 

• Infant mortality – the world’s poorest countries, not all infant deaths are 
recorded and buried in unmarked graves, official data may be 
underestimated 

• Life expectancy – in countries where infant mortality is high the life 
expectancy of those who survive childhood is far higher than the mean life 
expectancy 

• Data may not always be accurate some people may lie about their earnings 
• Data may be hard to collect due to conflict of disaster 
• Rapid migration of people into cities makes it hard to know how many people 

live in a place and what they earn 
• GNI data is converted into US$, but the value changes daily 
• Errors and omissions can creep into the calculations i.e. Nigeria did not 

include earnings from entertainment and the internet until recently 
• Data can be out of date 
• Government corruption may mean that data is unreliable 

 
 

CEW4 - How has development changed over time? 
 

• In 1980s, there was a clear divide between the rich ‘global north’ and 
the poor ‘global south’, marked on a map by the Brandt line, this 
pattern has however changed: 

o China is now the world’s largest economy 
o Several HICs lie south of the Brandt line (Qatar, Kuwait) 
o GNI per capita of some EU members, including Hungary and 

Bulgaria is lower than some BRICS and MINT nations 
o Large number of millionaires and billionaires can be found in 

every populated continent including Africa 
 

CEW4 - How does the DTM (Demographic Transition Model) change as a country develops? 
 

• DTM shows changes over time in the population of a country 
• Natural change – difference between birth rate and death rate 
• Natural increase – more people born then dying 
• Natural decrease – death rate is higher than the birth rate 
• Stage 1 – high birth rate (lack of contraception, lots of children as some will die), high 

death rate (poor health care), both fluctuated because of disease, famine and war, 
population fairly stable e.g. traditional rainforest tribes 

• Stage 2 – death rate decreases (better health care, access to water, education, diet), 
birth rate remains high (lots of children to work), population grows rapidly e.g. 
Afghanistan (need children to support parents and work in farming) 

• Stage 3 – Birth rate decreases (access to contraception, education, healthcare etc), 
death rate continues to decrease (couples don’t need to have as many children as they 
know they are more likely to survive), population still grows but not as fast e.g. Nigeria 
(NEE) 

• Stage 4 – low birth rate (women working and educated), low death rate (good 
healthcare) e.g. USA, UK, population grows due to migration 

• Stage 5 – birth rate very low and falls below death rate, death rate increases slightly 
because of an ageing population, total population starts to decrease e.g. Germany 

CEW4 - How do population structures change as a country develops? 
 

• Population pyramids visualises the number of people in different age 
groups as a % or number of males and females 

• Dependency ratio – proportion of people below (aged 0-14) and above 
(over 65) normal working age, this changes as a country develops 

• Wide bottom shows a high birth rate, wide top shows an ageing 
population 

• Interpreting population pyramids – bars are longer or shorter than 
those above or below can indicate a baby boom after war or high 
deaths i.e. through war or famine 



 

CEW5 - What are the causes of uneven development? 
 
Historical: 

• Colonialism – European explorers controlled new territories for 
mineral wealth (e.g. gold) from 1400. 1650-1900 over 10 million where 
transported from Africa to N’ America to work as slaves. By the end 
of C19th Africa and S’ America were divided up between European 
superpowers (UK, Germany, Spain and France). Since 1950 former 
European colonies have gained independence, often resulting in civil 
wars and political struggles for power, holding back development 

• Conflict – wars and civil wars can slow development as healthcare 
reduces and infant mortality increases, money is spent on arms and 
fighting instead of development, people are killed and damage is done 
to infrastructure and property 

CEW6 - What are the consequences of uneven development? 
 
Wealth: 

• People in HICs have a higher income than those in LICs 
• 2014 the fastest growth was in N’ America (35% global wealth) held 

by 5% worlds adult population 
• Qatar is the wealthiest country 
• China has the highest growth since 2000, personal wealth in India and 

China has quadrupled, yet its global share of wealth is still below that 
of its population 

• Africa’s share of global wealth is very small (1%) 

CEW5 - What are the causes of uneven development? 
 
Physical: 

• Landlocked countries have no access to seas and is cut off from seaborne trade 
• Tropical (Africa, S’ America and Asia) have more climate related diseases and pests 

than cooler parts of the world i.e. malaria spread by mosquitoes), this affects the 
ability of the population to work 

• Extreme weather i.e. cyclones, droughts and floods often hit tropical regions and can 
slow development as its expensive to repair damage, can cause loss of life 

• Lack of adequate supplies of safe water is a barrier to development as clean water is 
essential for good health and the ability for people to work, people can waste several 
hours a day collecting water and poor irrigation limits commercial farming 

• Poor climate – too, hot / cold / dry means not much will grow, reducing food production 
and leads to malnutrition and QoL. People have fewer crops to sell, earning less to 
spend on goods and services 

• Poor farming land – steep or poor soils won’t produce a lot 
• Few raw materials – like coal, oil tend to make less money as they have fewer products 

to sell, less money to spend on development or some countries do not have the money 
and infrastructure to assess and exploit resources 

CEW5 - What are the causes of uneven development? 
 
Economic: 

• Low life expectancy, frequent illness and lack of nutritious diet makes 
economic development hard to achieve 

• Trade – N’ America and Europe dominated world trade, Asia has growing 
importance, world trade is mostly between richer countries and large 
international companies (powerful). TNCs want to pay as little as possible for 
raw materials from LICs, and there is often more supply than demand keeping 
prices low, processing in HICs which makes more money means that HICs get 
richer and LICs are not able to develop 

• Debt – LICs borrow money from other countries and international 
organisations to help cope with natural disasters, paying this money back 
reduces the amount of money that can be used for development 

• Primary products – don’t make much money / profit, prices can fluctuate and 
fall below the cost of production, people don’t make much money and so 
governments do not have as much money to spend on development 



 

CEW6 - What are the consequences of uneven development? 
 
Health: 

• In HICs healthcare is more developed and people live longer 
• Infant mortality is higher in LICs 
• LICs – 4/10 deaths are children under 15 yrs and only 2/10 deaths 

among people aged 70+ years; complications of childbirth are one of 
the main causes of death among children <5; infectious disease is 
main cause of death: lung infections, HIV/AIDS, diarrhoea-related 
disease, malaria and tuberculosis together account for 1/3 of deaths 

• HICs – 7/10 deaths are amongst people aged 70+, main causes of 
death are chronic diseases i.e. lung and heart disease, cancer, 
dementia or diabetes, lung infections are the only main infectious 
cause of death; only 1/100 deaths are among children under 15 yrs 

• Malaria – life threatening disease caused by parasites, 1 child dies 
every minute, yet its preventable and curable. In 2013 it caused ½ 
million deaths (80% in Africa), wealthier countries in Africa have 
vaccination programmes 

 

CEW7 - How can the development gap be reduced? 
 

Intermediate Technology: 
• Includes tools, machines and systems that improve QoL but are simple and affordable 

and cheap to maintain e.g. solar powered LED lightbulbs in Nepal rather than polluting 
kerosene lamps or wood fires. This allows people to work in their homes or businesses, 
study after dark, income can increase 

• Often small scale associated with agriculture, water or health, involve local 
communities and can make a real difference to QoL 

• Irrigation at Adis Nifas, Ethiopia, small dam 15m’s high and 300 m’s long built to create 
a reservoir close to villages field, each family given an area of irrigated land with fruit 
trees, elephant grass divides fields and prevents soil erosion 

 
Microfinance: 

• Small loans are given to people in LICs who cannot get loans from banks to start their 
own business and become financially independent, may not work on a large scale 

• Grameen Bank, Bangladesh, set up in 1976, founded by local people, especially women 
who use skills to develop small businesses, borrowers have a share in the bank and have 
a good rate of repayment. Loans are <$100 with low interest, so far lent >$11 bn to 7 
million members. Bank lends US$200 to village women to but a mobile phone, other 
villagers pay to use the phone i.e. check price of goods before sale i.e. eggs 

 

CEW7 - How can the development gap be reduced? 
Aid: 

• Is given by one country to another (money or resources) and spent on development e.g. 
schools to improve literacy, building dams and wells to improve access to water and 
farming knowledge. Can be wasted by corrupt governments or once it stops working 
there isn’t enough local knowledge to keep the project going 

• Short-term / Emergency aid – emergency after a natural disaster 
• Long-term / development aid – sustainable to improve resilience e.g. wells reduce the 

impacts of droughts 
• Tied / top down – given with certain conditions i.e. spend on donor’s products 
• Bottom up – money given directly to local people to build or maintain wells etc 
• Voluntary – donated by the general public and distributed by NGO’s e.g. Oxfam 
• Bilateral – from one country to another (often tied) 
• Multilateral – richer governments given money to international organisations such as 

world bank, which is then redistricted the money as aid to poorer counties 
• UK spends 0.7% of GDP on overseas aid e.g. 66 million people in Pakistan live in poverty 

(entire UKs population, in 2013 aid was spent on education 
• Goat Aid from Oxfam set up to help families in Africa e.g. Malawi, donated money buys 

a goat which are an excellent food source (milk and meat), manure used as crop 
fertiliser, milk can be sold for income, easily bred and sold in markets, care for goats 
builds community spirits 

 

CEW6 - What are the consequences of uneven development? 
 
International Migration: 

• Migration is the movement of people from place to place 
• Immigrant – a person who moves into a country 
• Emigrant – a person who moves out of a country 
• Economic migrant – a person who moves voluntarily to seek a better life  
• Refugee – forced migration to move from their country (civil war or natural disaster) 
• Displaced person – a person forced to move from their home but who stays in their 

country of origin 
• People try to enter countries with higher levels of development to improve their QoL 
• Middle East Refugee 2015 -  100,000s refugees fled Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq. Syria 

– civil war since 2001 claimed 470000 lives and 11.5% Syria’s population killed or injured, 
4 million have fled to temporary camps (Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon), many have 
migrated on dangerous boats. 2015 Germany announced that it accept asylum seekers, 
resulting in mass exodus across Europe, 1.1 million migrants entered Germany in 2016 
the EU and Turkey signed a deal to give Turkey political and financial benefits for 
taking back refugees and migrants, UK has pledge to accept 20000 refugees, 2016 
Sweden announced it was going to deport 80000 migrants 

• Economic migration UK – known for tolerant approach and multicultural society, 2004 
over 1.5 million economic migrants moved to UK, 2/3s are Polish, unemployment in Poland 
is >10%, they can earn 5x more in UK, money is often sent home, migrants pay tax and 
are prepared to do the manual jobs, puts pressure on services (health and education) 

 



 

CEW7 - How can the development gap be reduced? 
 
Fair Trade: 

• Farmers getting a fair price for their goods (bananas, coffee etc) so 
they can provide for their families, products are labelled with the 
fair-trade logo and buyers pay extra to help develop the area 
(schools / health centres), only a small proportion of extra money 
reaches the producers, most goes to retailers 

• Farmers must agree to farm in an environmentally friendly way, 
product gains a stronger position in the global market, part of the 
price is invested in local community, guarantees farmer a fair price 

• Uganda coffee farmers 90% joined Gumutindo Coffee Cooperative, 
making savings by buying and selling larger amounts of coffee, 1st 
stage of processing done on the farm, product worth more 

 
 
 

CEW7 - How can the development gap be reduced? 
Investment: 

• FDI (foreign direct investment) is when people or companies (TNCs) in 1 
country buy property or infrastructure in another, leading to better access 
to finance, technology and expertise, improving infrastructure, industry and 
services 

• Can involve: development of infrastructure (water, roads and electricity), 
construction of dams, improvements to harbours and ports, development of 
new industries. 

• Can provide employment and income from abroad. 2000 Chinese companies 
have invested $1bn in Africa 

Industrial Development: 
• Developing industry increases GNI and helps to improve development as 

productivity, level of skill and infrastructure are improved, higher income can 
lead to opportunities to invest in housing etc known as the multiplier effect 
e.g. a factory creates employment and money (taxes for the gov), money is 
invested in schools, road and services (health and water), the population 
becomes better educated and healthier, providing opportunities for new 
investments such as supply industries, shops and community facilities 

 
 

CEW7 - How can the development gap be reduced? 
 
Tourism: 

• Can provide increased income as there is more money entering the country, 
providing jobs and services 

 
Debt Relief: 

• Some of all of a country’s debt is cancelled or interest rates are lowered, 
means they have more money to develop rather than paying back loans e.g. 
Zambia had $4bn cancelled in 2005 and in 2006 had enough money to start a 
free healthcare scheme in rural areas 

• In 2005 G8 (world’s HICs) agreed to cancel debts of HIPCs (Highly indebted 
poor countries). HIPCs had to demonstrate they could manage their own 
finances, show no corruption, agree to send the saved money on health, 
education and reducing poverty 

• Debt relief can lead to problems such as countries expecting future debt to 
be written off, corrupt governments may keep the money rather than using it 
to help the poor 

 

CEW8 - How can tourism reduce the development gap in LICs / NEEs? 
(Jamaica) 

 
• Jamaica, largest islands in West Indies, Caribbean, population of 

2.7m, classed as an upper middle income country, suffered from slow 
growth, debt and high unemployment over a long period 

• Tourism, bauxite and energy is 1 of the few growth sectors, become a 
popular tourist destination 

• Beautiful beaches; warm, sunny climate; rich cultural heritage 
• Good international air communications and a hub for cruise ships 
• Tourism is important to economy, generating taxes, employment and 

income, reducing the development gap 



 

CEW10 – What is the wider political, social, cultural and environmental 
context? (Nigeria Case Study) 

 
Nigeria’s context (Social) 

• Nigeria is a multi-ethnic and multifaith country (Yoruba 21%, Hausa and Fulani 
29% and Igbo 18%, Christianity, Islam and traditional African religions; social 
diversity but source of conflict (500 different ethnic groups, with their own 
language) 

• 1967 Igbo dominated south east tried to separate from Nigeria to become 
Republic of Biaframs were defeated in 1970 

• Economic inequality between the north and south has created new religious and 
ethnic tensions with the rise of Islamic fundamentalist group Boko Haram, 
creating an unstable situation and a negative impact on the economy with a 
reduction in investment from abroad, rise in unemployment 

• Huge variations in wealth and development within Nigeria. Urban areas have 
more public services and facilities e.g. 60% children attend secondary school 
but only 36% in rural areas, encourages rural-urban migration 

• GDP varies, highest in the south ($3617), $8343 in the north-east and only 
$292 I the south east 

CEW8 - How can tourism reduce the development gap in LICs / NEEs? (Jamaica) 
• Economy – 2014 contributed 24% GDP, expected to rise to 23% by 2024, income from 

tourism = $2 bn annually and taxes paid to the gov contributes to further development. 
1.1m visitors on cruises spend $70 per day compared to $120 from other visitors 

• Employment – provides 200000 jobs directly in hotels, transport and tourist 
attractions or indirectly in shops, manufacturing and banking in or around the main 
tourist towns, employment in tourism provides income with further boosts local 
economy as people spend in shops, services and recreation (multiplier effect). 
Employees can learn new skills and improve prospects of better paid jobs in the future 

• Infrastructure – high level of investment on North coast, new port and cruise liner 
facilities built at Treawney with new hotel accommodation. Some road and airport 
improvements have been slow and none tourist areas have not been improved 

• QoL – Northern tourist area – Montego bay and Ocho Rios, wealthy Jamaicans live in 
high quality housing with high SoL, benefitted from tourism. Large numbers live nearby 
in poor housing) limited food, inadequate access to fresh water, health and education) 

• Environment – Negatives: footpath erosion, excessive waste and harmful emissions. 
Positives: conservation, landscape projects (jobs and encourages people to visit). 
Montego bay improved by landscaping and new water treatment plant at Logwood 
reduced pollution from hotels. The Negril Marine Nature Park attracts tourists and 
brings direct and indirect income. Community and sustainable ecotourism is expanding in 
isolated regions with people running small-scale guesthouses or acting as guides 

CEW10 – What is the wider political, social, cultural and environmental 
context? (Nigeria Case Study) 

 
Nigeria’s context (Political) 

• Africa political map was drawn up by powerful European countries at 
Berlin Conference in 1883, Europeans exploited Africa’s resources, 
including people (slaves). 

• 1960 Nigeria gained independence from the UK, bitter power struggles 
resulted in a series of dictatorships and a civil war between 1967 and 
1970 and led to corruption 

• Since 1999 the country has a stable government, recent election in 
2011 and 2015 were free and fair 

• Several countries are now starting to invest in Nigeria; China is 
investing in construction in the capital, Abuja; South Africa is investing 
in business and banking; American companies such as General electric 
are investing in new power plants; American corporations such as Wal-
Mart and IT giants IBM, Microsoft and Oracle are operating in Nigeria 

CEW9 – What is the location and importance (regional and global) of Nigeria  (Nigeria Case Study) 
Location and importance of Nigeria: 

• Known as the ‘giant of Africa’, located in W’ Africa, borders Benin, Niger, Chad and 
Cameroon, almost due south of UK and just 1 hour ahead, Latitude of 4o14’, extends from 
Gulf of Guinea (South) to the Sahel (North). Tropical climate with variable rainy and dry 
seasons, hot and wet in the south, in land there is along dry season 

• Global importance – NEE – 2014 Nigeria became 21st largest economy by 2050 it will be top 
20, predicted world’s highest GDP growth for 2010-2015. Supplies 2.7% world’s oil (12th 
largest producer), economic growth based on oil, developed diverse economy including 
financial services, telecommunications and the media, Lagos is a thriving global economic 
hub. Politically ranks 5th largest contributor to UN peacekeeping, 7th largest population, by 
2050 it will be 4th 

• Regional importance – fastest growing economy in Africa, 2014 it had highest GDP and 3rd 
largest manufacturing sector, population of 182m, (largest in Africa), low levels of 
productivity, wide spread issues over land ownership but highest farm output in Africa, 70% 
population employed in agriculture, as subsistence farmers growing yams, cassava, sorghum 
and millet or livestock, 19 million cattle (largest in Africa), despite internal corruption and 
lack of infrastructure (poor roads and power cuts), Nigeria is critical for Africa to develop. 
Large number of young people and high birth rate (natural increase), are educated and due 
to start work (next 20 years), skilled labour to work in manufacturing and services 



 

CEW15 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

Political and trading changes in Nigeria 
• CEN-SAD (Community of Aahel-Saharan States, similar aims as ECOWAS but 

also develops sporting links 
• OPEC (Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries), aims to stabilise the 

price of oil and to ensure a regular supply 
• United Nations – 2013 Nigeria contributed 5th largest number of troops to UN 

peacekeeping force 
• Export crude and refined petroleum, natural gas, rubber, cocoa and cotton 
• Imports are refined petroleum from EU and USA, cars from Brazil and USA, 

telephones, rice and wheat 
• Crude oil dominates Nigeria’s exports, known as ‘sweet oil’ with less than 42% 

sulphur, its higher quality than oil from the middle east and suitable for 
refining into gasoline (fuel), sales to USA have fallen, India is now Nigeria’s 
biggest customer 

• Agriculture reliance on crude petroleum has reduced the importance of 
agricultural products, 40% of the population is employed in this sector. 
Australia (30%) and Indonesia (15%) are the biggest customers of Nigeria’s 
cotton 

 

CEW15 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

Political and trading changes in Nigeria 
• Since 1960 there has been several civil wars and military dictatorships have 

ruled the country, since 1998 a stable democracy rules Nigeria 
• Still conflict in Nigeria, in the north Boko Haram is an extremist organisation 

who wants to abolish democracy and set up his own government under Sharia 
(Islamic) law. 17000 people have been killed since 2002, ½ million fled the 
region. In 2014 Boko Haram kidnapped 276 schoolgirls as it opposes education, 
especially for girls 

• Ebola outbreak 2014 was one of the worst, killing 11000, only 8 died in Nigeria 
which managed to contain the disease with good healthcare and planning. Every 
person who came into contact with Ebola was traced and screened for the 
disease 

• Part of the British Commonwealth 
• African Union – economic planning and peacekeeping group with Niger, Chad, 

Bennin and Cameroon to provide troops 
• ECOWAS (Economic Community of West Africa States), trading group made up 

of W’ African countries, Abuja is the headquarters 
 

CEW10 – What is the wider political, social, cultural and environmental 
context? (Nigeria Case Study) 

 
Nigeria’s context (Environmental): 

• Decreasing rainfall towards the north in W’ Africa, located 5-10o north 
equator in tropic Africa 

• Northern – semi-desert, further south tropical grasslands (savanna) 
dominates, mainly used to graze cattle, crops such as cotton, millet and 
groundnuts 

• Jos Plateau – upland region, centred on the city of Jos is wetter and 
cooler than surrounding savanna, densely populated farmland with some 
woodland 

• Southern – high temperatures and high annual rainfall, much of this 
area is forested with crops (coca, oil palm and rubber), hard to keep 
cattle here because of the tsetse fly, unique to Africa, transmits a 
parasite that can be lethal to livestock 

CEW10 – What is the wider political, social, cultural and environmental 
context? (Nigeria Case Study) 

 
Nigeria’s context (Cultural): 

• Nigerian music is enjoyed across the continent and beyond (Fela Kuti) 
• Nigerian cinema – known as Nollywood is the 2nd largest film industry in 

the world (ahead of US and behind India) 
• Literature, well done Nigerian writers (Wole Soyinka, Chinua Achebe, 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Nnedi Okorafor) 
• Sport – footfall team has won the African Cup of Nations 3 times, 

(2013 most recent), several Nigerian football players have played for 
the Premier League (Victor Moses, John Obi Mikel, Jay-Jay Okocha 
and Kanu 



 

CEW13 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of TNCs? 
Advantages Disadvantages 

Creates jobs  
Employees get a reliable income 
compared to farming etc 
TNCs spend money to improve the local 
infrastructure (airports and roads) and 
education 
New technology (computers etc) and 
skills are brought to poorer countries 
More money is spent in the economy 
Expert revenues earned 
International links that bring access to 
world markets 
 

Employees may be paid lower wages than 
in richer countries 
Employees may have to work long hours 
in poor conditions 
Profits go back to richer countries, not 
reinvested in LICS/NEEs 
Jobs are not secure, TNCs could 
relocate at any time 
Management jobs often go to foreign 
employees 
Grants and subsidies used to attract 
TNCs could have been used to invest in 
Nigeria industry 
Environmental damage and depletes 
resources 
Political influence over the government 

 
 

CEW13 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

 
What are TNC’s (transnational corporations)? 

• Large companies that are located in and operate in more than one 
country 

• Factories are usually in poorer counties because: tax incentives, access 
to wider market, labour is cheap, there are few environmental 
regulations and so more profit is made 

• Improve the development of countries they work in (transferring jobs, 
skills, money to reduce the development gap) 

• TNC offices and headquarters are usually in richer countries (more 
people with administrative skills and better education) 

CEW12 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

How can manufacturing industry stimulate economic development? 
• Nigeria’s economy is developing because: rapid advances in technology, greater 

concern for the environment, many people speak English (potential growth in 
telecommunications), increased use of telecommunications, information 
technology is beginning to drive the economy rather than oil, investment in 
science and technology, Nigeria’s huge population is seen as a potential asset 

• Manufacturing (processed foods, leather items, textiles, soaps and detergents) 
accounts for 10% GDP, growing faster than the telecommunications, oil and gas 

• Growing home market, relatively cheap labour and improved infrastructure 
• Regular paid work gives people a secure income and provides a large home 

market (cars, clothes and electric’s) 
• Stimulate growth through links e.g. companies supplying parts for cars 
• More people are employed, revenue from taxes increases 
• Attracts foreign investment, stimulates further growth 
• Oil processing has created chemical by-product, led to growth of a range of 

chemical industries (soaps, detergents and plastics) 

CEW11 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

How is Nigeria’s economy changing? 
• Traditionally primary products were Nigeria’s main source of income (cocoa, 

timber, oil palm, cotton) 
• Discovery of oil on 1950s led change and accounts for 14% GDP and 98% of 

exports (world’s 10th largest oil reserve and 50 years of supply left) 
• Employment in agriculture (primary) has fallen (increasing use of machinery and 

better pay and conditions in other sectors) 
• Industrialisation and economic growth (secondary) under a stable gov has 

increased employment in oil, manufacturing and industries (construction, motor 
manufacturing, sugar refining, paper and pharmaceuticals) 

• Growth of communications, retail and finance in service (tertiary) 
• GDP has grown; however, many are still poor living on $1.25 per day, few very 

wealthy and minority of people working in well paid jobs 
• Now over 115m mobile phone users (1990 <1m land lines) 
• Informal retail and wholesale is now included in formal economy 
• Dependence on oil makes Nigeria vulnerable to change in world oil prices 



 

CEW17 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

What are the environmental impacts of economic development? 
Industry: 

• 5000 industrial plants and 10000 illegal small scale industries has created: 
harmful pollutants into open drains and water channels that are harmful to 
people and damage ecosystems 

• deposition of chemical waste on nearby land threatens ground water quality 
• chimneys emit poisonous gases that cause respiratory and heart problems in 

humans 
• 70-80% of forests have been destroyed through logging, agriculture, urban 

expansion, roads and industrial development 
• Desertification is a major problem in Nigeria, made worse by large scale dam 

and irrigation 
Commercial farming and deforestation: 

• Inappropriate practice led to land degradation 
• Water pollution due to chemicals, soil erosion and silting of river channels 
• Building of settlements and roads has destroyed habitats and added to CO2 

emissions 
• Many species have disappeared (cheetahs and giraffes and 500 types of plants) 

CEW16 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, environmental and 
cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

How does international aid impact Nigeria? 
• Despite economic growth and oil many people are still poor (limited access to services 

and safe water, sanitation and reliable electricity) 
• 100m people (60%) live on <$1 a day 
• Birth rates and infant mortality is high, low life expectancy (NE) 
• Nigeria receives 4% aid in Africa 
• 2013 0.5% GNI mainly from the UK and USA and some international organisation such as 

the World Bank and charities and NGOs 
• Community small scale projects are the most successful 
• 2014 World Bank approved $500m to fund projects and long-term loans to businesses, 

reducing dependence on oil exports 
• Aid from USA helps to educate and prevent the spread of AIDS/HIV 
• UK Department for International Development has funded a health and HIV programme, 

providing health education in rural areas 
• NGO – Nets for life provides education on malaria prevention ad distributes anti=-

mosquito nets to many households 
• USAID – funded Community Care provides support packages for orphans and vulnerable 

children 
• Aduwan Health Centre in Kaduna has no health centre and few health workers, using the 

only shop as a clinic, area has a high incidence of HIV/AIDS and high infant mortality, 
ActionAid received finance from the World Bank for a new health clinic in 2010 

CEW14 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, environmental and 
cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

Example of TNC in Nigeria (Shell) 
• One of world’s largest oil companies, headquarters in the Netherlands 
• Crude oil is piped onto takers and shipped to Europe where it is refined into petrol and 

other oil products, gas is piped to export terminals in the Gulf of Guinea 
• Discovery of oil in 1958, operations in Niger delta are controversial, boomed in 70s 
• Swampy river delta is very difficult to extract oil 
• Invest huge amounts of money and expertise into extracting oil 
• Makes major contributions in taxes and export revenue 
• Direct employment for 65000 Nigerian workers and 250000 jobs in related industries 
• 91% of Shell contracts to Nigerian companies 
• Supporting the growth of Nigeria’s energy sector 
• Oil spills have caused water pollution and soil degradation, reducing agricultural 

production and fishing yields (kills fish – can be seen floating on top 
• Frequent oil flares send toxic fumes into the air 
• Militant groups disrupt oil supply in the delta. Oil theft and sabotage are big problems in 

the region, reducing production and costing TNCs and the gov billions of dollars annually 
• Gas flares are used to burn off gas from the oil is wasteful and fumes affect people’s 

health and contributes to global warming 
• Oil heated by sun becomes flammable and can burn out of control 

CEW14 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

Example of TNC in Nigeria: (Unilever) 
• 40 TNCs operate in Nigeria (KFC and Unilever) 
• Anglo-Dutch with headquarters in London and Rotterdam, producing 

foods, drinks and items for the home 
• Operations in Nigeria started in 1923, manufacturing soap, using locally 

produced palm oil (sustainably produced), now diversified to include 
foods, non-soap detergents and personal care items 

• Employees 1500 people 
• Products aimed at growing Nigerian market, working with local cultures 

and markets to develop new products and aims at high standards of 
employment and environmental stewardship. 

• Promoted improvements in healthcare, education and water supply as 
part of its social responsibility 

• 2014 – voted as the 2nd best place to work in Nigeria 



 

CEW19 - What are the changes to the UK’s economy? (UK Case Study) 
 

• Before 1800 most people worked in agriculture or mining (primary 
sector) 

• Industrial revolution C19th people moved to towns and cities for work, 
making steel, ships or textiles (secondary sector) 

• Last few decades most people work in the service industry (health care, 
offices, finance service, retail), by 2011 80% 

• Most recently development in research, information technology and 
media has developed (quaternary sector) 

CEW18 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, 
environmental and cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

How does economic development effect QoL? 
Successes: 

• Higher disposable income to spend on schooling, home improvements, food, 
recreation etc 

• Improved access to better diets means higher productivity at work and schools 
• Reliable electricity provides lighting and heating easier to go out at night / 

complete HW 
• Better health care with more doctors and better equipped hospitals 
• Reliable better paid jobs in manufacturing industries or services (health and 

education) 
• Better access to safe water and sanitation 
• Improvements to infrastructure such as roads 
• Gov earns more through tax – spending more on infrastructure and services 
• HDI increased steadily since 2005; 2000 – placed as ‘least developed nations’ 

in wealth and education, 2011 had 1 of the highest average HDIs improvements 
globally 

• Continuing need for stable government to encourage inward investment 
 

CEW18 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, environmental and 
cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

How does economic development effect QoL? 
Failures: 

• Benefits are not equally shared; large difference between North and South, urban and 
rural, educated and uneducated people 

• Many people are still poor with limited access to services (safe water, sanitation, reliable 
electricity) 

• 30yrs ago Malaysia and Singapore were similar stages to Nigeria, these 2 countries are 
further ahead, despite oil reserves in Nigeria 

• Oil wealth no used effectively, and the gap between rich and poor becomes larger 
• Corruption and oil wealth was not used to diversify the economy, now oil prices have fallen 

and technology is leading to developments of shale oil elsewhere, therefore Nigeria’s over 
dependence on oil could become a problem in the future 

• 60% people live in poverty 
• The pollution of the Niger Delta by oil spills have devastated the lives of Ogeni people 
• Pests like tsetse fly restrict commercial livestock farming 
• Parts of the north is under threat from desertification 
• Historical distrust between tribal groups (Yoruba and Igbo) and religious divide between 

Christian South and Muslim North – recent kidnappings by Boko Haram spread fear 
amongst the people and political investors 

CEW17 - How does rapid economic development in LICs/NEEs lead to social, environmental and 
cultural change? (Nigeria Case Study) 

What are the environmental impacts of economic development? 
Urban Growth: 

• Squatter settlements are common in most cities 
• Services have failed to keep pace with the rate of economic growth 
• Waste disposal is a major issue 
• Traffic congestion is a major problem, leading to high levels of exhaust emissions 
• Green belts and recreational areas are being converted into building sites 
• Development of Abuja has resulted in rich natural vegetation being replaced by concrete 
• Extensive bush burning has damaged trees and wildlife species and biodiversity reduced 

 
Mining and Oil Extractions: 

• Tin mining led to soil erosion, local water supplies were also polluted with toxic chemicals 
• Oil spills in Niger Delta degrade freshwater and marine ecosystems, cause fires, 

releasing CO2, accelerating global warming and causing acid rain harming aquatic life 
• Violent conflicts with local people 
• Bodo Oil Spill 2008/09 2 large spills devastated the livelihoods of 1000s of farmers and 

fishermen in the swamps around Bodo. Leaks in the pipeline caused 11m gallons of crude 
oil to spill over 20km2. In 2015 Shell agreed to pay £55m compensation to individuals and 
the community to build health clinic and improve schools, clean up swamps and fishing  



 

CEW20 - How has the UK post-industrial economy changed? (UK Case Study) 
 
Service and finance: 

• Grown rapidly since 70s, today contributes 79% of UK economy (compared to 46% 1948) 
• Finance is an important part of service (banking, insurance, securities and fund 

maintenance) 
• UK is the world’s leading centre with London as the financial centre, accounts for 10% GDP 

and >2million people 
 
Research: 

• Quaternary sector – employs >60000 highly qualified people and contributes >£3bn to UK 
economy 

• Research done in British university (e.g. Cambridge, Manchester and Edinburgh) 
• Also done by private companies and government bodies 
• Research likely to be one of the UKs economy main growth in the future: NHS, University, 

Ministry of Defence, Forestry Commission, Environment Agency, British Atlantic Survey, 
Charities, Biotechnology, Engineering, Pharmaceuticals, BBC, Social market research 

• British Atlantic Survey – employs >500 highly skilled people based at Cambridge, Antarctica 
and the Arctic, linked to university with its well qualified graduates and scientific 
research. Involves the use of ships, aircraft and research stations in polar regions to help 
understand human impacts on the Earth (sea ice, ocean acidification, space weather 
research) 

CEW20 - How has the UK post-industrial economy changed? (UK Case Study) 
• Manufacturing industry declines replaced by growth in the service sector and quaternary 

sector from 1970s 
• By 2015, 78% UK employment was in the tertiary sector and 10% quaternary 
• Only 10% of employment was in manufacturing compared to 55% in 1990 
• Growth cities are located along growth corridors (following major transport routes) such 

as the M4 corridor from London to Bristol (Microsoft, Sony and Vodaphone) producing 
8% economic output 

 
Information technology: 

• Transformed the way people live and work 
• Computers allow large amounts of data to be stored and accessed very quickly 
• Internet enables people to communicate with each other instantly across the world 
• Technology continues to develop at a rapid pace e.g. high-speed broadband 
• Many people can access the internet using smart phones and tablets 

 
Developments in IT have affected the UK: 

• Internet access enables many people to work from home 
• New businesses are directly involved in IT, manufacturing hardware and designing 

software 
• >1.3m people work in IT sector 
• UK is 1 of the world’s leading digital economies, attracting businesses and investment 

from abroad 

CEW19 - What are the changes to the UK’s economy? (UK Case Study) 
 
Government Policies: 

• 1945-1979 – UK Gov created state run industries such as National Coal Board, British rail 
and British Steel Corporation. Gov money was spent on ‘propping up’ declining UK 
industries. Ageing equipment, outdated working practices and too many employees made 
them unprofitable. The 70s was a decade of strikes, social unrest, factory closures and 
power cuts 

• 1979-2010 – state-run industries were sold off to private shareholders to create more 
competitive business (privatisation), many older industries closed down and jobs were lost. 
Many new private companies brought innovation and change. In UK derelict industrial 
areas were transformed into new financial centres with offices and modern retail outlets 

• 2010 – aim of Gov from 2010 was to ‘rebalance’ the economy, this was done by rebuilding 
the UK manufacturing sector and relying less on service industries, in particular the 
financial sector, Gov policies have include: 

o Improvements to transport infrastructure (e.g. London Crossrail link and plans 
for high-speed rail connections such as HS2) 

o More investment in manufacturing industries 
o Easier access to loans and finance, especially for small businesses 
o Encourage global firms to locate within the UK 

CEW19 - What are the changes to the UK’s economy? (UK Case Study) 
 

Deindustrialisation: 
• Traditional UK industries – coal mining, engineering and manufacturing have declined, UK 

is now a world centre for financial services, media, research and creative industries 
• Decline in manufacturing and growth in tertiary and quaternary employment because: 

o Machines and technology have replaced many people in modern industry e.g. 
car production 

o China, Malaysia and Indonesia can produce cheaper goods because labour is 
less expensive 

o Lack of investment, high labour costs and outdated machinery made UK 
products too expensive  

Globalisation: 
• Growth and spread of ideas around the world, involving the movement or spread of 

cultures, people, money, goods and information 
• Made possible by developments in transport, communications and internet 
• Rise of quaternary sector, people now work on global brands and products which has 

boosted world trade and enabled more imported products to the UK, which in turn 
contributed to the decline in UK manufacturing 



 
CEW22 - How can modern industry be more environmentally sustainable? (UK Case Study) 

Torr Quarry, Somerset 
• Quarrying can destroy habitats, pollute nearby water course and scar the landscape 
• Today strict environmental controls on sustainable development and regulations include: 

landfill, agriculture, habitat creation, housing, flood storage 
• Whilst in operation there are strict controls on blasting, removal of dust from roads and 

landscaping, recycling is encouraged to reduce waste 
• Operated by Aggregate Industry. 1 /8 limestone quarries on the Mendip Hills, over 100 

people are employed and its estimated that the quarry contributes >£15m towards local 
economy 

• Quarrying began in 40s, today it occupies 2.5km2 site located 7km east of Shepton Mallet 
• Previously produced 8m tonnes annually, currently around 5m tonnes 
• Nationally important source of construction materials – rock chippings. 3/4s output is 

transported by rail, mostly to the south east 
• Aims to be environmentally sustainable by: 

o Restoring the quarry to create wildlife lakes for recreation and water supply 
o Characteristic limestone features created to make the area look natural 
o 200 acres already landscaped to blend in with surroundings, including planting 

trees 
o Regular monitoring of noise, vibration, airborne emissions (dust) and water 
o Rail transport minimises the impact on local roads and villages 
o 2010 planning application made to deepen and extend operations to 2040, 

deepening has less impacts on the environment than extended outwards 

CEW21 - How can modern industry be more environmentally sustainable? (UK 
Case Study) 

• Large scale extraction (mining and quarrying) cut out the countryside 
and leave huge waste tips piled on edges of mining settlements, it can: 

o Look dull and uninteresting, negative visual effects 
o Cause air and water pollution, and degrades the soil 
o Waste products are often taken to landfill which pollute and 

harm the air, water and soil 
o Transport of raw materials and manufacturing products is 

usually by road, increasing levels of air pollution and damage 
the environment when roads are widened or new ones built 

• Technology can be used to reduce harmful emissions from power 
stations and heavy industry 

• Desulphurisation can remove harmful gases e.g. sulphur dioxide and 
nitrogen oxide from power stations chimneys 

• Stricter environmental targets put in place for industry on water 
quality, air pollution and landscape damage 

• Heavy fines imposed when an industrial pollution incident occurs 
 

CEW20 - How has the UK post-industrial economy changed? (UK Case Study) 
 
Business Parks: 

• Areas of land occupied by a cluster of businesses, usually located on the edges of towns: 
o Land tends to be cheaper than in town centres 
o With more land available, it may be possible to extend businesses 
o Access is better for workers and distribution, using by passes and motorways, 

with less traffic congestion than in towns and cities 
o Businesses can benefit by working together 

• Colbalt Business Park, Newcastle, UKs largest business park with several support facilities 
(retail outlets, recreation, fitness centre, cycleways and greenspaces) 

• Park is close to A1 and 20 mins from international airport 
• North-east has suffered from economic decline and traditional industries have closed, 

businesses locating there, qualify for Gov assistance 
• 2015 international energy company Siemens moved to the park. 1 of a number of well-

known companies located in the park (Procter and Gamble, IBM, Barnardo’s and Santander 

CEW20 - How has the UK post-industrial economy changed? (UK Case Study) 
 
Science Parks: 

• Group of scientific and technical knowledge based businesses located on 1 site 
• >100 science parks in the UK (most associated with universities – use research facilities 

and employs skilled graduates), employs 75000 people 
• May support services such as financial services and marketing 
• University of Southampton Science Park opened in 1986, expanded to include 100 small 

science and innovation businesses 
• Companies include: Fibrecore (manufacture optical fibres, set up at university in 1982 and 

moved to science park), Symetrica (gamma-ray spectrometers, established in 2002, 
PhotonStar (lighting produces, founded in 2007), SEaB Energy Systems (sustainable 
energy options, from 2009) 

• Benefits include: 
o Excellent links with the university, providing research and academic talent 
o Source of graduate employees from the University 
o Attractive location, with extensive green areas and woodlands 
o Meeting rooms, a coffee shop, high-speed broadband, a nursery and a health 

club all available on site 
o Excellent transport links – close to M3, Southampton international airport and 

rail links 
  



 

CEW25 - What are the improvements and new developments in transport (UK Case Study) 
Railway (HS2): 

• £50bn to connect London and Birmingham and then Sheffield, Leeds and Manchester (may 
be extended to Newcastle and Scotland 

• Start in 2017 and complete in 2033 
• Take pressure off roads and rail networks, encouraging more people to travel by rail. 
• Reduce journey times between major cities (Leeds and London reduced by 1 hour)  
• Bring economic benefits to the Midlands and northern England that have been affected by 

deindustrialisation and the loss of jobs. 
 

For Against 
• It will create thousands of jobs in 

the Midlands and Northern England 
• It will help generate an estimated 

£40billion for the UK economy 
• It will increase the number of rail 

passengers and make transport more 
sustainable  

• It will reduce the number of people 
who fly between UK cities  

• It will be a faster way to travel 
between cities  

 

• It is more likely to create jobs in 
London and people will commute 
there instead  

• The cost of HS2 is an estimated 
£50billion it is difficult to predict 
how much money it will make.  

• Existing rail routes could be 
improved rather than make new ones  

• The number of people flying 
between UK cities is already falling. 

• Travel is already fast. 
• It will increase carbon emissions 

     
 

 
 

CEW25 - What are the improvements and new developments in transport (UK Case Study) 
 
Road (Smart Motorways): 

• In 2014 the government announced a £15billion ‘Road Investment Strategy’, aims to 
increase the capacity and improve the condition of the UK roads. 

•  M62 between Leeds and Manchester and the M1 has seen huge investment and 
improvements.  

• South-west ‘super highway’ AA303 is the main route to the south-west, traffic flow can 
be ‘stop-start’ due to alternating duel and single carriageways and heavily congested, 
£2bn road widening project is the biggest in next 15 years creating 100s of construction 
jobs from Plymouth and beyond and includes 3km tunnel under Stonehenge 

 
For Against 

• 100 new road schemes by 2020 
• 1300 new lane miles added to 

motorways to tackle congestion 
• Extra lanes added onto motorways 

to improve links between London, 
Birmingham and the north.  

• Thousands of jobs in construction 
which will boost local economies.  

 

• Increase congestion during times 
of roadworks  

• Heavy congestion between 
Huddersfield and Manchester due 
to 50mph speed limits. 

• No hard shoulder makes breaking 
down potentially more hazardous.  

 

 

CEW24 - What are the social and economic changes in the rural landscape in an area of population 
decline? (UK Case Study) 

• The Outer Hebrides (island northwest Scotland), population of 27400 people, most live on 
the island of Lewis (chain of 65 islands) 

• Overall decline of >50% since 1901 when 46000 people lived on the islands 
• Outward migration because of limited opportunities for young moved for better pay 

elsewhere 
• Impacts 

o Number of school children expected to fall, may result in school closures 
o Fewer people of working age 
o Increasing ageing population, with fewer young people to support them in the future 
o Gov subsidises towards costs of operating ferries and maintenance of services but 

it’s still a struggle i.e. post offices are closing 
o Main farming breeding sheep on small farms called crofts which only provide work 

for 2 days per week 
o 1948 - >900 fishing boats, by 2013 there were just a few (prawns and lobster) 
o Shellfish production has increased, but foreign owned ships 
o Development of fish farming limited due to concerns about the environment 
o 2007-2014 there was 27% increase in visitors to the islands 
o Current infrastructure is unable to support scale of tourism needed to provide 

alternative source of income 

CEW23 - What are the social and economic changes in the rural landscape in an area of 
population growth? (UK Case Study) 

• South Cambridgeshire experiencing rapid growth as people out of Cambridge and London  
• Population of 150000 is increasing due to migration from the UK and Eastern Europe: 
o 2013, National Insurance numbers from migrant workers soared by 25% compared to 

2012 
o Proportion of people aged 65 or over is growing (2031 will reach 29% of population) 
o Population estimated to reach 182000 by 2031 
• Impacts: 
o Commuters use services where they work – neg effect on local rural economy 
o 80% car ownership, increased traffic on narrow country roads, reduces demand for 

public transport 
o Modern developments on the edges of villages and gentrification of abandoned farm 

buildings can lead to a breakdown in community spirit 
o Young people cannot afford high costs of houses and move away 
o Reduction in agricultural employment as farmers sell their land for development 

(increased construction jobs) 
o Lack of affordable housing 
o High petrol prices in the country due to high demand 
o Increasing number of migrants from poorer parts of Europe puts pressure on services 

and increase overall costs 
  



 

CEW27 - How can the North-South Divide be resolved? (UK Case Study) 
• Identifying areas that need help called assisted areas to provide money for new businesses 
• Improve transport infrastructure, linking cities in the North, (M62 motorway and HS2) 
• Northern powerhouse -giving more power to individual cities (raise and spend their own 

money) 
• Enterprise Zones – 55 created across Britain, offering companies benefits to encourage 

companies to locate there, bringing jobs and income: 
o Reduced tax by up to 100% 
o Business rate discount of up to £275000 over 5 years 
o Simpler planning rules – new industrial buildings are automatically allowed 
o Financial benefits – businesses who invest can reduce future tax bills 
o Improved infrastructure – Gov ensures superfast broadband 

• Local enterprise partnerships (LEPs) – 2011, voluntary partnerships between local 
authorities and businesses, 39 LEPs, aims to identify business needs in local areas and 
encourage companies to invest, jobs boost local economy 

• Lancashire LEP – tradition of industry and manufacturing based on textiles and engineering, 
deindustrialisation led to factory closures and job losses, recent growth in manufacturing 
has been based on aeronautical engineering, promoting new businesses and creating 50000 
new jobs by 2023 

o 2013 Business Growth Hub established to support small and medium businesses, 
aims to set up 400 new businesses and create 1100 new jobs by 2016 

o £20m of transport improvements 
o £62m BT investment to extend superfast broadband across 97% region 

 
 
 
 

CEW26 - What is the North-South Divide? (UK Case Study) 
 

• Cultural and economic differences between the north (Yorkshire, 
Humber, NE and NW) and the south (SE, London, SW) 

• South enjoys higher standards of living, longer life expectancy (10 
years 82 average) and higher incomes (40% higher), higher house 
prices, more congestion and less ‘happiness’ 

• During Industrial Revolution UK growth was centred on coalfields 
(Wales, North England and Scotland) and heavy industries in 
Manchester, Sheffield and Glasgow, generating wealth and property 

• Since 70s many industries have declined and unemployment increased, 
alternative sources of energy have reduced the importance of 
coalfields and modern industries have located elsewhere 

• London and the SE developed rapidly due to fast growing service 
sector, financial centre and grown faster than rest of UK, leading to 
higher house prices 

CEW25 - What are the improvements and new developments in transport (UK Case Study) 
Airport (Heathrow): 

• Heathrow Airport in London is the largest airport in the UK and by 2030 it can expand 
even further. 

• There are currently 480,000 flights from Heathrow each year so it would be impossible 
to increase the number of flights from it’s already existing two runways.  

• Cost £18.6bn for new run runway, £13.5bn to increase length of existing runway 
 

For Against 
• It will help London compete with 

rivals like New York and Paris 
• The airport employs 76,000 people 

and supports a similar number of 
jobs in London, if it is expanded 
this could increase. 

• Expansions could boost the UK 
economy by over £200 billion. 

 

• It is already the largest emitter of 
CO2 in the UK. This will increase 

• Noise pollution will get worse for 1 
million people who live below the 
flight path 

• One village will have to be 
demolished and two others 
threatened.  

• We could expand Manchester 
airport instead to reduce the 
disparities between the north of 
England and the south of England  

 
 

CEW25 - What are the improvements and new developments in transport (UK Case Study) 
 
Port (Liverpool2): 

• The UK ports industry is the largest in Europe, due to the length of coastline and the 
UK’s long trading history. 

• About 32 million passengers pass through ports every year and they employ around 
120,000 people. 

• Opened in 2016 
 

For Against 
• The project more than doubled the 

port’s capacity  
• Creates thousands of jobs 
• Boosts the economy to the north-

west 
• Reduces the amount of freight-

traffic on the roads  
 

• Increased carbon emissions due to 
increased use. 

• Cost £300 million to build  
 

 



 

CEW28 - What are the UK’s links with the wider world? (UK Case Study) 
 
Commonwealth: 

• Association of 53 independent states (once part of the British Empire), 
including UK, exists to improve the wellbeing of everyone in 
Commonwealth 

• Home to 2.2.bn, 60% aged under 30 
• 31 member states are small states, many of the islands 
• Provides advice on a range of issues (human rights, social and economic 

development, youth empowerment, sustainability) 
• Important trading and cultural links and sporting connections – 

Commonwealth Games 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEW28 - What are the UK’s links with the wider world? (UK Case Study) 
 
European Union: 

• Economic and political partnership of 28 countries, gives UK citizens and businesses 
access to a large market without trade or political barriers, UK joined in 1973 

• Over £130bn of UK exports were to EU in 2015 
• Free movement of people 
• Many people feel that the EU Capital in Brussels is becoming too influential in making 

laws which affect the UK, there was a political movement to leave the EU 
• EU laws control crime, pollution and consumer’s rights, rules can be restrictive for 

individuals and companies 
• UK may have to support poorer member countries by paying more money to the EU 
• Financial support for farmers (Single Payment Scheme) introduced in 2015 is part of the 

EUs Common Agricultural Policy, £18m was available to support dairy farmers 
• European Structural and Investment Funds provide support for disadvantaged regions in 

the UK and sectors such as fisheries 
• EU is the biggest single market, goods, services, capital and labour can move freely 

between member states and encourage trade 
• High unemployment and low wages in poorer EU countries – particularly Eastern Europe, 

may lead to mass migration of workers to the UK. In 2013 over 200000 immigrants (40% 
of total UK immigrants) came to the UK from the EU 

 
 
 
 

CEW28 - What are the UK’s links with the wider world? (UK Case Study) 
 
Transport: 

• Channel tunnel links UK to France by rail, providing a route for goods and access 
for people 

• Airports such as Heathrow act as a hub and provide links to 100s of countries 
• Southampton is a major port for cruise liners 

 
Electronic Communications: 

• Home to offices for many global IT firms, most of the trans-Atlantic cables 
(carrying phonelines and internet connections) linking Europe and USA routed 
via UK 

• 99% internet traffic passes along a multi-billion-dollar network of submarine 
high power cables 

• Arctic Fibre will lay 1st cables between London and Tokyo via Northwest 
Passage, linking Europe and Asia, distance of 15000km, main cable will operate 
at speeds of 100 gigabytes and completed in 2016 

 
 
 
 

CEW28 - What are the UK’s links with the wider world? (UK Case Study) 
• UK was a superpower with an extensive empire, still influential member of international 

organisations e.g. G8, NATO and UN Security Council 
 
Trade 

• Movement of goods and services across the world by air, sea, road and rail 
• UK trades globally with links to USA, Europe and Asia, exports are worth >£250bn 

annually 
• Internet becoming more important in finance, communications and creative industries 
• Most important historic trading links are with the EU (single market where goods can be 

traded without tariffs) 
 
Culture: 

• UK’s strong creative industries mean that UK culture is exported worldwide e.g. Shaun 
the Sheep is shown in 170 countries 

• TV is most successful media exports, 2013-14 accounted for £1.28bn of export earnings, 
international sales of UK TV has quadrupled since 2004 (Atlantis, Downton Abbey, Dr 
Who and Sherlock) mainly to English speaking countries such as USA (47%), Australia and 
New Zealand, Chinese market expanding, increasing by 40% from previous year to £17m 

• Migrants have brought their own culture to the UK: food, fashion, music, films and 
festivals 

 


