
The Weimar Constitution – Recap!

How is the President of Germany chosen?

What is the role of the President?

How is the Chancellor of Germany chosen?

What is the role of the Chancellor?

BONUS:

Can you name any previous Presidents or Chancellors of Germany?
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He is chosen by a public vote every seven years.

He does not get involved in day to day government, but in an emergency can use Article 48 or 
mobilise the army.

He is chosen by the President. Usually this is given to the leader of the largest party in the Reichstag.

He runs the government and proposes laws for the members of the Reichstag to pass.

Friedrich Ebert (chancellor and president), Gustav Stresemann (chancellor briefly) Paul von Hindenburg 
(President), Heinrich Bruning (Chancellor) 



How Hitler became the German 
Chancellor – 1932-1933 

19/03/2021



January 1932

• At the start of 1932 the Weimar Republic was struggling. The Wall Street 
Crash had led to huge economic trouble and growing unemployment.

• Heinrich Bruning was the Chancellor of Germany, but was struggling to 
control the situation. He relied more and more on persuading President 
Hindenburg to pass laws using Article 48. Hindenburg was at heart a 
monarchist and didn’t really like democracy, so he was happy to rule by 
decree.

• Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party was doing better than ever, they had won 
108 seats during the 1930  Reichstag elections. This was still only 18% of the 
available seats however, and the Nazis were far from being a truly powerful 
party. 



March 1932 – PRESIDENTAL ELECTIONS

• Hindenburg's seven year term as President ran out in March 1932. A new 
election was called to find the next President.

• Although he is 84 years old Hindenburg was persuaded to stand again. He 
believed this is the best way to keep Germany stable. 

• Hitler also decided to run as President, he faced Hindenburg and the 
Communist Party leader, Ernst Thalmann. 

• In the election, no candidate received more than 50% of the vote, so the 
election was to be repeated in April.

Adolf Hitler Paul von Hindenburg Ernst Thalmann

11 million votes
(30%)

18 million votes
(49.6%)

5 million votes
(14%)



April 1932 – PRESIDENTIAL RE-ELECTION

• The repeated election happened the next month. Hither campaigned 
furiously, renting a plane and delivering rousing speeches across Germany.

• Ernst Thalmann struggled to deal with the SA which were constantly 
disrupting Communist rallies and speeches.

• Hindenburg was successful this time, and managed to get the 50% 
necessary. He secured a new 7 year term as President.

Adolf Hitler Paul von Hindenburg Ernst Thalmann

13 million votes
(36%)

19 million votes
(53%)

4 million votes
(11%)



May 1932

• In May, Bruning took two decisions that destroyed his reputation.
• He persuaded Hindenburg to use Article 48 to ban the SS and the SA.

• He announced a plan to buy land from large landowners and use it to house the 
poor.

• Hitler and other extremist parties were furious that their paramilitary 
groups were being banned.

• Hindenburg and the other landed elite were furious about the plan to buy 
up their land

• This caused so much pressure on Bruning that on May 30th, he resigned. 



30 May 1932

• An ambitious army general named Kurt von Schleicher was a good friend 
and advisor to Hindenburg. He had set up a right wing coalition of wealthy 
industrialists, army officers and landowners.

• Von Schleicher chose a politician called General Franz von Papen to lead 
his new coalition, von Papen was also a close friend of Hindenburg. 

• Von Schleicher  persuaded Hindenburg that his new coalition would have 
the strength to lead Germany if the Nazi party could be persuaded to join 
them. Hitler agreed on the condition that the ban on his SS and SA was 
lifted. 

• Hindenburg agreed and the von Papen was made the new chancellor. 
Hitler was now part of the government for the first time. 



July 1932 – REICHSTAG ELECTIONS

• In July there were elections for the Reichstag. This led to huge problems as 
the different political parties violently campaigned for the vote.

• Clashed between the Communists and the Nazis killed over 100 people, 
and injured a further 7,000. 

• When the results were announced, the Nazis had won 230 seats, increasing 
their share from 18% to 38%. They were now the largest party in the 
Reichstag. 

• Hitler demanded that as the leader of the largest party he should be made 
Chancellor, but Hindenburg hated Hitler and refused.



November 1932

• Von Papen was struggling to hold on to his office as Chancellor. The success 
of the Nazis meant that he was no longer the leader of the biggest party in 
the Reichstag.

• To correct this, he held new Reichstag elections, only four months after the 
previous ones. The Nazis did lose seats this time, down from 230 to 196, 
but they were still the largest party. Von Papen’s gamble had failed. 

• Von Schleicher now abandoned von Papen, telling Hindenburg that he had 
to go. Reluctantly, Hindenburg told his friend to resign. 



December 1932

• After von Papen’s departure, Hindenburg still refused to make Hitler the 
Chancellor. 

• Von Schleicher told him that the last elections showed that Hitler’s support 
was fading. He said the Nazis was “no longer a problem, his movement is a 
thing of the past”. 

• Hindenburg needed to make someone the Chancellor though, and finally, in 
desperation, made von Schleicher the new Chancellor on 2 December 
1932.



January 1933

• Von Schleicher had no real political support. He had no majority in the 
Reichstag and no support from the public. He was unable to lead. 

• Seeing this, he demanded that Hindenburg end the Reichstag and make 
him the head of a new military dictatorship, he said that he had the 
support of the army. Hindenburg refused, but knew that von Schleicher 
could mobilise the army to overthrow him at any moment.

• Von Papen gave Hindenburg another option, make Hitler the Chancellor
and make von Papen the Vice Chancellor. He said that he could control 
Hitler who was “in his pocket”. He told Hindenburg that together they 
would be able to run the government and use Hitler as a puppet. 
Hindenburg agreed and made Hitler the Chancellor on 30th January 1933. 



How was Hitler able to become 
Chancellor of Germany?

He won public 
support Powerful men 

underestimated him

Unemployment

The Wall Street Crash

The SA Weaknesses of 
Hindenburg and Bruning

Hitler’s personal appeal

Nazi reorganisation

Fear of Communism



Choose the top three reasons 
and explain them in your book.
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Nazi reorganisation

Fear of Communism



• Jan 1932 Heinrich Bruning struggles with power

• March 1932 Presidential election – Hindenburg 49%

• April 1932 Hindenburg becomes president

• May 1932 Bruning resigns

• 30 May 1932 Von Papen becomes Chancellor

• July 1932 Reichstag elections – Hitler 230 seats

• November 1932 New Reichstag elections – Hitler 196 seats

• December 1932 Von Schleicher becomes Chancellor

• January 1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor



Who was responsible for 
making Hitler the Chancellor?

The German people 
made him Chancellor

Powerful men made him 
Chancellor

Both are true, but which one do you think had a bigger effect?


