
Remote Learning Lesson 

• You need to answer each question. Follow on 
from the sentence starters. 

• You can use this site to support you 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zbygjxs/r
evision/1

• Anything you research must be put into your own 
words DO NOT COPY AND PASTE FROM THE 
INTERNET!

• Once you have completed all the tasks you need 
to save your work with your name 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zbygjxs/revision/1


What causes wars?

Why do people start 
wars?

Think about the wars we have 
looked at recently



LEARNING OUTCOMES
Content Presentation Skills

4-5 I MUST be able to recount 
what happened in my 

incident

I MUST be able to  find 
information and present 

this to the class

6-7 I SHOULD be able to 
explain the importance of 

what happened in my 
incident

I SHOULD be able to find 
appropriate information 

and present this clearly to 
the class

8-9 I COULD be able to 
evaluate the impact of my 

incident

I COULD be able to 
convert information into 

an appropriate format for 
my audience and present 
this clearly to the class in 

an interactive way

You will be 
investigating one 
of the following 

wars. You will need 
to present on your 

chosen conflict 
and explain what 

caused your 
conflict and why.  



Lesson 1
The Causes of War

Learning Focus:
To explore the reasons behind war, 
using examples from modern times.
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://horseracingscholar.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/focus-ratings.jpg&imgrefurl=http://horseracingscholar.com/blogs/focus-ratings/&usg=__GXbvZK6OOzkuqB6dYWdSTZpvcvo=&h=303&w=384&sz=20&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=ZlMRO1ZjwsPiyM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=123&ei=nu-NUuzzIseThgfB3oDIDg&prev=/search?q=focus&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=929&sout=1&tbm=isch&itbs=1&sa=X&ved=0CCwQrQMwAQ


Research the answers

1. What 4 causes of war are there ?
2. What is a just war?
2. Are any of these reasons for war good 
enough? 
Or are they excuses? 
3. Can you fight for peace? 
4. What would YOU fight for? 



R e l i g i o n E c o n o m i c s

I d e o l o g y  &  P o l i t i c s

Different religions followed in one place  
can cause conflict (Kashmir is a mainly 
Muslim area in a mostly Hindu country). 
Disputes within religions (Sunni & Shia
Muslims fighting for control in Iraq). 

When two religious groups 
claim one area as their God-
given land (Israel and
Palestine).

World economy (financial security) can 
cause conflicts if one country has a 
resource another country needs (oil, gas). If 
economic problems hit hard it can lead to 
civil unrest causing refugees to flee and 
some citizens of nearby countries not 
wanting refugees 
(Zimbabwe and

South 
Africa)

N a t i o n a l i s m  &  E t h n i c i t y
If one group holds particular strong 
viewpoints on certain issues (ideologies) 
and then tries to enforce those views on 
other people or neighbouring countries, 
this can case national or even world wars 
(Nazi Germany, Communist North Korea on 
the Republic of South Korea).

When an ethnic or cultural group within a 
region or country is much larger than other 
groups, they can favour their own group 
over another, this can lead to the minority 
groups fighting civil wars (Kosovo). Some 
minority groups 
want to set up their 
own breakaway 
states (Tamils on

Sri-Lanka)



Choose one of these war’s to 
investigate

• World War I (1914-18)
• World War II (1939-45)
• Vietnam War (1964-73)
• Arab-Israeli War (1967, 1973)
• Soviet Union-Afghanistan War 

(1979-89)
• Falklands (Malvinas) War 

(1982)
• Persian Gulf War (1990-91)

• Civil Wars of the Former 
Yugoslavia (1991-1999)

• Northern Ireland (1969-
1998)

• War on Terrorism (2001-
current)

• War in Iraq (2003-
current )

• The Arab Spring (2010-
current )

• Syria (2011-current)



The Causes of War
• Use the internet/library to find out information about the 

conflict. Find out the following:
– When did the war start/finish?
– Who started the war (if this is undecided go to the 

next question)
– Who was involved in the war? (which 

country/religion/group)
– What were the causes of war (which cause does this 

put the conflict in)
– What was the outcome of the war (what did the war 

achieve? What happened once the war was over?)
– Any other information that you think will be useful.

• WARNING!!!
• Remember that wars are usually started for a number of 

reasons so they will fit into more than one cause.
• The reasons for war are often different depending on 

the side you look at it from.
• EXTENSION
• Using the criteria for a Just War, explain whether or not 

you would characterise the conflict you have been 
assigned as a ‘just war’

When you are planning your 
presentation please make 

sure you wait until after you 
have given the information 

about the conflict before 
coming to a conclusion about 
which cause of war you think 

it fits into.

The audience are going to try 
and guess after you present 

your facts.

You can build this into your 
presentation  and pick on 
some of your friends (or 

enemies!!) to see if they have 
been listening!!



The big picture - Write here what your TED Talk is about

Objectives - What do you want your audience 
to know?

Engagement – What fun facts will you tell 
your audience?

How formal should your talk 
be? Why?

What key words could you 
use?

My TED Talk plan 

What’s your 
hook to get 

people 
interested e.g. a 
fact, interesting 

quote, joke

Introduce what 
you want to talk 

about

Point 1 –
don’t forget to 

use Point, 
evidence and 

explain as 
well as 

interesting 
facts/humor

Point 2 –
don’t forget to 

use Point, 
evidence and 

explain as 
well as 

interesting 
facts/humor 

Point 3 –
don’t forget to 

use Point, 
evidence and 

explain as 
well as 

interesting 
facts/humor 

Why should 
people be 

interested in 
your talk?

Finish your 
talk with a 

punch – what 
do you want 

you audience 
to remember?



What is the subject of your 
speech? 

What makes this subject in 
particular worth sharing? 

How does it impact on you and 
your audience? 

After watching TED 
talks, how formal do 
you think your talk 

should be? 
Why do you think it 

should be that 
level? 

Make a key word 
list. Which words 

and key points are 
you trying to make 

in your talk?

By the end of your talk, 
what 3 key pieces of 

information do you want 
your audience to walk away 

with? 

What 3 techniques are you 
going to use to make your 
audience interested? E.g. 

anecdotes, comedy, relatability 
etc…

Bullet point plan in this box Full sentences here



Exam Practice 
Outline three examples of modern conflicts

(3marks)

Explain why most wars are started for ‘just cause’? 
(4 marks)

Give 2 reasons for your opinion.

Explain TWO reasons behind ONE modern conflict, you 
must refer to a source of authority in your answer 

(5 marks)



Exam question

“ Religion is the biggest cause of war in the 20th

century” 
In your answer you must refer to:

Islamic teachings
A different Muslim point of view

Reach a justified conclusion
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