
What 
makes 

a criminal?

Create your own recipe for a 
criminal. 

What makes someone one a 
criminal? 

You must use cooking terms such 
as:

“A pinch of...”
“Stir in some...”
“A dash of...”

“Sprinkle some…”

Brain in Gear
My Recipe for a Criminal

By Chef 
__________________________
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__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
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__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________



The Causes of Crime
Friday, 26 February 2021

To understand the main causes of crime.

Must be able to identify causes of crime.

Should be able to describe the reasons behind these causes.

Could be able to explain the impact that these causes can have.

Evaluate  the reasons behind these causes.



Class Vote

Which one of these do you think is the biggest 
cause of crime?

Cause of Crime Tally

Are you born to commit crimes?
Your genes/emotions etc 
(Psychological)

Or is it where you grow up? 
(Environmental)

Or the people you meet/things you 
learn/how you are brought up - that 
lead to crime? 
(Social)

We’ll see if you change your mind by the end of the lesson!

Always be 
prepared 

to say 
why!



Environmental
(Where you grow up, lack of 

opportunities etc)

Social
(The people you meet, things you 
learn, how you’re brought up etc)

Psycho-
logical
(Genes, 

emotions etc)



Environmental Social

Psycho-
logical

Put the causes 
of crime in to 

the section 
where you 
think they 

belong.

For example; 
jealousy would 

go in the 
‘psychological’ 
section – as it 
is an internal 

feeling.

Some of them 
might fit in to 

more than one 
category!

1. Drug and alcohol 
abuse

2. Violence in the 
home

3. Mental health 
issues

4. Low self esteem
5. Lack 

of education
6. Poverty
7. Your class
8. Jealousy
9. Anger
10. Racism
11. The government
12. Upbringing

Extension: Can you think of any more?



What turned these boys in to killers?

Use different coloured pens to create a key. 
Highlight the sentence where you think it shows psychological, social 

or environmental causes of crime.
Psychological Social Environmental



• In the days after the arrest of Jon Venables and Robert Thompson for the murder of James Bulger, 
their mothers were attacked in the street. In the weeks and months and years that followed they 
have been attacked by the press.

• To many, these two women (the boys' fathers seem somehow to have avoided blame) were 
ultimately responsible for the death of the two-year-old abducted by their sons in the Strand 
shopping centre in Bootle. The suspicion was that it must have been their lack of care, love, or firm 
parental control that led to James Bulger's torture and death on a railway line.

• But was it the parents' fault?
• Both boys had parents who had separated; each had difficulties with attendance, learning and 

behaviour at school. They bunked off, they shoplifted, they were violent; all these pieces in a pattern 
that made up a pair of empty, broken young lives.

• Neighbours told of pigeons having their heads shot off with an airgun, and of rabbits being tied to 
railway lines. There were tales of charity collection boxes being stolen and of children being 
assaulted in the classroom.

• Exaggeration and gossip aside, a picture of neglect slowly emerged, a picture that focused on the 
pair's "bad parents", with the Daily Mail pronouncing: "Jon Venables is the classic product of a 
broken home." Ann Thompson was portrayed as an incompetent alcoholic, while Susan Venables was 
painted as a loose woman.

• It was obvious that these boys lived, a world of social and economic deprivation, of trashy television 
and cultural poverty, inadequate social services, failed schooling and general confusion. 

• After the trial, Mr Justice Morland said "Thompson was a member of what can only be described as a 
terribly dysfunctional family. The fifth of seven children, he proved as difficult to his mother as the 
rest of 

Use different coloured pens to create a key. Highlight the sentence where you think it shows 
psychological, social or environmental causes of crime.

Psychological Social Environmental



B) Explain two causes of crime (4)

• One cause of crime is...
• This is because/for example...

• Another cause of crime is...
• This is because/for example...

PA by:                                                         Mark out of 4:

WWW: EBI:

You developed both reasons. You developed both reasons.

You finished in the time set. You finished in the time set.

Your SPaG was correct. Your SPaG was correct.



Which one of these do you think is the biggest 
cause of crime?

Cause of Crime Tally

Are you born to commit crimes?
Your genes/emotions etc 
(Psychological)

Or is it where you grow up? 
(Environmental)

Or the people you meet/ things you 
learn/ how you are brought up -
that lead to crime? 
(Social)

Have you changed your mind?

Always be 
prepared 

to say 
why!
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