
Medieval hospitals 

Answer the following questions using the YouTube clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUnzLNK6fmA 

 

1. Where was the first modern style hospital and when was it built? 

Hotel Dieu, Paris, 7th century. 

2. How were the first hospitals paid for? 

Charitable donations. 

3. How big were hospitals usually? 

Small, about 12 patients. 

4. One exception to this was where? How many beds did it have? 

St Leonard’s, York. It had over 200 beds. 

5. Who ran these hospitals and why? 

Monks and nuns as Jesus said they should care for the sick. 

6. Why was there a strong link between religion and health? 

Illness was often seen as a punishment for your sins. 

7. How was any outward disfigurement seen? 

As a sign of sin or evil. 

8. What did the monks and nuns aim to do? 

Care for the sick but not cure them. 

9. Why were no doctors appointed to St Bartholomew’s hospital? 

It was felt patients needed spiritual, not medical support. 

10. Who was often not admitted to hospitals? 

People with infectious diseases or incurable conditions. 

11. Why might some patients actually get better? 

They received rest, warmth, food and care. 

12. How did the hospitals help patients focus on religion? 

The beds were facing the alter, religious statues and stained glass windows. 

13. Where were women welcomed as nurses? 

The Great hospital at Norwich, founded in 1249. 

14. What was not allowed there and why? 

No female patients and women employed had to be over 50 so they would not distract patients from 

their prayers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUnzLNK6fmA


15. What did Alms-houses do and when they were created? 

They cared for the ‘deserving’ poor and old from the 14th century. 

16. What were Alms-houses not intended to be?  

Hospitals providing medical treatment. 

17. What were Lazar houses? 

Places for lepers to live. 

18. What was leprosy? 

Where nerve endings die and body extremities such as toes and fingers can decay and leave sufferers 

deformed. 

19. Why did lepers carry a bell? 

They had to ring it to warn people away as they were infectious. 

20. As there was no treatment for lepers what did the Lazar houses do? 

Provide care for the sufferers. 

21. When were most of the Lazar houses set up and why? 

In the 12th and 13th centuries due to an epidemic of leprosy. 

22. What similar set up was created for sufferers of the plague? 

Pest houses. 

23. What other names did the plague go by? 

The Great mortality or the pestilence. 


