
STEP BY STEP DRAWING FACIAL FEATURES

APPLYING SHADING TO FACIAL FEATURES 
• Using a wide range of tones in the correct places will show the shape 

and form of the face.
• Look carefully at where shadows and highlights fall.
• Directional shading means shading in the direction of what you are 

drawing. This will also help to enhance the 3D effect

PORTRAIT DRAWING AND COLOURED PENCIL FACIAL PROPORTIONS

Drawing in proportion means 

drawing things the right size in 

relation to one another. 

• The face measures five eye 

widths across.

• The eyes are halfway down 

the head.

• The tops of the ears are level 

with the eyes.

• The bottoms of the ears are 

level with the tip of the nose.

• The nose is about halfway 

between the eyes and mouth.

• The mouth is about halfway 

between the nose and the 

chin.

USING THE GRID METHOD
Grid your photograph in to accurate quarters 
or eights  
Draw the same grid on your phone/ tablet 
template 

APPLYING COLOURED PENCIL 
• Layering colours from light to 

dark will give your colour
depth

• Using pencils on a slant will 
help you achieve a softer 
effect.

• Blending is when one colour
gradually runs in to another. 
This is achieved by overlapping 
the two colours when they 
meet

• Layering darker tones will help 
you create shadows

• Using different mark making 
techniques will help you 
achieve different textures
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EXPRESSIONISM
Expressionism is an art 
movement where artists 
wanted to paint about 
emotion. It could be anger, 
anxiety, fear, or 
peacefulness. In order to 
express emotion, the 
subjects and colours are 
often changed or 
exaggerated.

EXPRESSIONISM AND ART TIMELINE 

Colour Intensity refers to  
how bright or dull a colour 
is. The colour intensity can 
effect the mood of an 
artwork.

Mood/Emotion refers to a 
feeling such as anger or 
happiness. Artists 
sometimes choose to 
portray certain moods and 
emotions in their artwork.

Colour palette refers to the 
set of colours that are used 
within a particular piece of 
artwork 

ART TIMELINE
Refer to the timeline on the left to see an overview of Art through history. 

The timeline on the right focuses in on Modernism. This term refers to 
artwork produced between 1850 and 1980. You may recognise some of the 

famous artworks on the timeline.

CONTEMPORARY ART
This is the art of today, 
produced in the second half of 
the 20th century or in the 21st 
century. Contemporary artists
work in a globally influenced, 
culturally diverse, and 
technologically advancing 
world.


