
“Her face is oblong, fair but wrinkled; her eyes small, yet black and 
pleasant; her nose is a little hooked; her lips narrow; and her teeth 
black. She wears false red hair; her hands are small, her fingers long 

and her height neither tall nor short.”
A German visitor 1598

On her head she wears a great red wig. Her face appears to be very 
aged. It is long and thin. Her teeth are yellow and unequal and there 
are less on the left than on the right. Many of them are missing and 

one cannot understand her easily when she speaks. 
By a French visitor in 1597

Draw a picture that represents the individual described in the passages above:

“Her face is oblong, fair but wrinkled; her eyes small, yet black and 
pleasant; her nose is a little hooked; her lips narrow; and her teeth 
black. She wears false red hair; her hands are small, her fingers long 

and her height neither tall nor short.”
A German visitor 1598

On her head she wears a great red wig. Her face appears to be very 
aged. It is long and thin. Her teeth are yellow and unequal and there 
are less on the left than on the right. Many of them are missing and 

one cannot understand her easily when she speaks. 
By a French visitor in 1597

Draw a picture that represents the individual described in the passages above:



Brains in Gear

On the sheet are two descriptions of a person 
from history. 

Read the descriptions of this person, then you 
need to draw a picture in the space underneath 

that matches the description.

Be as creative and expressive as possible.

CHALLENGE: 
Who is this and why aren’t there any paintings that look like your 
drawing?
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Elizabeth wanted her people to see her as a strong ruler who could keep 
the kingdom safe and wealthy. 

This involved 2 approaches:

Key word definitions

Propaganda - Creating and spreading a positive image which makes her 
look strong, powerful and beautiful.

Censorship – Hiding and controlling negative images of her, which made 
her look old or weak.

This meant that people were only ever exposed to positive images of 
Elizabeth – How did that help her keep control?

How did Elizabeth use portraits to control England?



Elizabeth used symbolism heavily in her portraits to show off the different 
ways that she was powerful. 

Your task:

1) Match the descriptions on the worksheet to the correct pictures

2) Underneath each description, explain what the painting could 
symbolise or represent.

CHALLENGE: 
How does her image in these pictures differ to the descriptions from 
today’s Brain in Gear?

SUPER CHALLENGE:
How do you know Picture 6 shows an impossible event?

How did Elizabeth use portraits to control England?



Portraits of Elizabeth I
Picture 
1

Picture 
2

Picture 
4 Picture 

5

Picture 
6

Picture 
3

Match the description to the correct portrait

A – Painted when 
Elizabeth is 55 after the 
Spanish Armada. In the 

background are wrecked 
Spanish ships.  Elizabeth’s 

hand is on a globe.

B – Painted soon after she 
was crowned.  Elizabeth 
was about 25 years old.  
She is wearing a crown 
and a golden robe.

C – Painted when 
Elizabeth was only 15. 
There is a book of 
history behind her and 
she is holding the bible. 

D – Painted when 
Elizabeth was in her 
60s, she is wearing a 
dress covered in eyes 
and ears and is holding 
a rainbow.

E – Painted when 
Elizabeth is in her 60s. 
She is standing on a 
map of England.

F – This shows Elizabeth 
as a teenager. She is 
shown with her father, 
her half-brother 
Edward and her step-
mother Jane Seymour. 
Elizabeth is painted 
apart from her family.

The ships represent her 
victory over the Spanish, 
the globe shows how her 
power reaches across the 

whole world.



Portraits of Elizabeth I

Picture 
1Picture 

2

Picture 
4Picture 

5

Picture 
6

Picture 
3

Match the description to the correct portrait

A – Painted when 
Elizabeth is 55 after the 
Spanish Armada. In the 

background are wrecked 
Spanish ships.  Elizabeth’s 

hand is on a globe.

B – Painted soon after she 
was crowned.  Elizabeth 
was about 25 years old.  
She is wearing a crown 
and a golden robe.

C – Painted when 
Elizabeth was only 15. 
There is a book of 
history behind her and 
she is holding the bible. 

D – Painted when 
Elizabeth was in her 
60s, she is wearing a 
dress covered in eyes 
and ears and is holding 
a rainbow.

E – Painted when 
Elizabeth is in her 60s. 
She is standing on a 
map of England.

F – This shows Elizabeth 
as a teenager. She is 
shown with her father, 
her half-brother 
Edward and her step-
mother Jane Seymour. 
Elizabeth is painted 
apart from her family.

The ships represent her 
victory over the Spanish, 
the globe shows how her 
power reaches across the 

whole world.

The golden robe shows 
wealth and royalty. 
Elizabeth had great 

power when she became 
queen.

The Bible clasped in her 
hands shows the value of 

religion to Elizabeth in 
her youth. History shows 
the legacy of her rule and 

her place in history.

There are many symbols 
in this image to show the 
power of Elizabeth. Eyes 
and ears shows she sees 
and hears everything in 

her country. 

This shows Elizabeth’s 
global domination and 
her work on raising the 

power of England across 
the world.

This shows that Elizabeth 
was different from her 
family. It could suggest 
she would approach the 
challenges different from 
her family e.g. religion. 
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The Rainbow Portrait

This painting is known as the 
Rainbow Portrait, it was painted 
when Elizabeth was 67 years old. 



The Rainbow Portrait

Eyes and ears

These show that Elizabeth 
hears and sees everything 
and so knows what is 
happening in her country,



The Rainbow Portrait

Rainbow

This shows Elizabeth 
brings peace after stormy 
times.



The Rainbow Portrait

Flowers and Pearls

These are signs of youth 
and chastity (meaning she 
is pure and not married).



The Rainbow Portrait

The Jewelled globe

This means Elizabeth is 
powerful all over the world



The Rainbow Portrait

Jewelled Glove

This shows that men are 
prepared to throw down 
the gauntlet for Elizabeth.  

They will fight for her 
honour and life.



The Rainbow Portrait

Bridal hair

This is a sign of 
Elizabeth’s youth and 
virginity – a symbol that 
she is pure and innocent.



The Rainbow Portrait

Huge head dress

Her head dress 
represents a food basket. 

This is to show that 
Elizabeth will always bring 
food to her people. 



The Rainbow Portrait

The serpent and heart

The serpent is a sign of 
wisdom. The heart is a 
symbol of love. 

Together they show that 
Elizabeth has the wisdom 
to control her heart.



The Rainbow Portrait

Angel’s wings

These show that Elizabeth 
has heavenly knowledge.  
She has been given her 
power by God.



Main Task
Elizabeth is getting old and ill.  She 
hears that the people in the north 
are getting restless.  

She must have a portrait painted 
and sent to them to show them her 
power.

Virginity Royalty

Peace Love Virginity and 
Youth

Royal powerIntelligenceA Tudor

Royal symbol

Heavenly advicePeaceVirginity and 
youth

youthRuling the 
world

Men will fight 
for her honour

Important 
business

Drives away bad 
times

Royal symbol Sees all and 
hears all wisdomDesign Elizabeth’s 

portrait

•What head dress will she wear?
•What jewellery will she wear?
•What will be sewn on her dress?
•What will she hold in her hands?
•What will be in the background?
Use these symbols or come up 
with your own

CHALLENGE: 
Explain the symbolism and meaning 
of your portrait in a paragraph in 
your book. She is godlike Religious Upholds justice Strength Loyal

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bridge.kent.sch.uk/Images/Photos/Henry_VIII_Tudor_Rose.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bridge.kent.sch.uk/Pages/Pupils&h=198&w=200&sz=7&tbnid=WlNrBDwlr-QJ:&tbnh=98&tbnw=99&hl=en&start=3&prev=/images?q%3Dtudor%2Brose%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DGGLC,GGLC:1970-01,GGLC:en%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://perso.wanadoo.fr/nicolas.chaudron/Images/Sceptre.jpg&imgrefurl=http://perso.wanadoo.fr/nicolas.chaudron/Images_Objets.htm&h=1130&w=1269&sz=91&tbnid=g5to3H-9TSQJ:&tbnh=133&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images?q%3Dsceptre%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DGGLC,GGLC:1970-01,GGLC:en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.learntosign.org.uk/images/portcullis.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.learntosign.org.uk/bsl_charter.php&h=223&w=200&sz=11&tbnid=AIXwQfa-NHkJ:&tbnh=102&tbnw=91&hl=en&start=4&prev=/images?q%3Dportcullis%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DGGLC,GGLC:1970-01,GGLC:en
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