


Title: What impact did the Blitz have on 
Britain?

• Lesson 
objectives:

• Identify the 
effects of 
the Blitz.

• Assess the 
impact the 
Blitz had on 
British 
people. 

GREENS Use green key words to define the Blitz.

Describe what sources tell you about the impact 
the Blitz had on everyday life.

YELLOWS Use yellow key words to define the Blitz.

Explain what sources tell you about the impact the 
Blitz had on everyday life e.g. people’s fears.

BLUES Use blue key words to define and explain the Blitz.

Assess what sources tell you was the biggest 
impact the Blitz had on everyday life e.g. people’s 
fears and daily routines.

How can 
war affect 
the lives of 

many 
different 
people? 

Mutual respect, tolerance



What was the Blitz like?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VwY_UxXkYU&t=27s

Watch the following clip. First time- pens down.

Second time- how many words can you use to describe the Blitz in your books.

Blitz
WWI
Surrender
Bombers
London
sirens

Lightning
Blackout 
Invasion
Industrial
Hull
Air raid

Blitzkrieg
Goering
Hitler
Birmingham
Coventry
Air raid wardens

Bombardment
Anderson Shelter
Morrison Shelter
Evacuation
Merchant ships

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VwY_UxXkYU&t=27s


What was the Blitz like?
The Blitz was when Germany attacked London 
and other cities in England with bombers. 
Germany wanted Britain to surrender,  and 
though that if they kill British people we 
might give up. Many civilians died, but Britain 
did not surrender and carried on fighting. 

Blitz
WWI
Surrender
Bombers
London
sirens

Lightning
Blackout 
Invasion
Industrial
Hull
Air raid

Blitzkrieg
Goering
Hitler
Birmingham
Coventry
Air raid 
wardens

Bombardment
Anderson 
Shelter
Morrison 
Shelter
Evacuation
Merchant ships



Your Task:

Around the room there is 
information about the Blitz. Use 

the information sheets to fill 
out your table.

CHALLENGE: 
Is it acceptable in war to bomb 

civilian targets? 



The Morrison Shelter The Anderson Shelter Gas Masks

Air Raid Wardens The BlackoutTh
e 

Bl
it

z



To help British people protect themselves against the German bombs, the 
British Government gave out special bomb shelters called ‘Air-Raid Shelters’.               
There were 2 main types of Air-Raid Shelters:

The Anderson Shelter

Families and their neighbours could shelter in it during a German bombing raid. 
The Anderson Shelter protected them from flying bricks, wood and glass if a 
building nearby was hit by a bomb and exploded.                                                     
But the shelter could not protect them from a direct hit from a bomb.



Many families just put benches inside the Anderson Shelter; they could hold up 
to 12 seated people.                                                                                                           
But some families put beds, cupboards and a stove in their shelter to make it 
more homely.



The second type of Air Raid Shelter was the Morrison Shelter.                                  
This was an iron frame with an iron roof on it that was placed inside the 
house.      If there was an Air Raid, the family would all climb inside the iron 
frame and shelter from falling bricks, wood and glass if their house collapsed 
from a bomb explosion.

It would not protect the 
family if their house got a 
direct hit from a bomb.

A Morrison Shelter



During 1940 – 1941 British people in London got so used to the German 
bombing Raids day-after-day-after-day that many of them stopped using the 
Air Raid shelters they were given.                                                                                           
Many people felt that they were safer out in the street during a bombing raid.    
They were away from the houses and buildings and they felt they could run 
away quickly if a bomb was dropping near to them.   



Every single man, woman and child was also given a Gas Mask at the beginning 
of the war in 1939.
The British Government thought that if the Germans attacked Britain they 
would use Gas bombs.  These bombs would explode and release a poisonous gas.          
People were given gas masks and trained how to put them on quickly and how to 
carry-on with their work while wearing them.

Children’s ‘Mickey Mouse’ Gas 
Mask and box

A policeman hands out Gas Masks
A child is fitted with a gas       

mask  by an Air-Raid 
Warden



Children had to be taught how to put gas masks on
quickly and how to breathe normally through them.          
They would have Gas Mask Training Sessions in school 
and then have to carry-on playing or having lessons
wearing them so that they would get used to them.



The British Government also had another clever way of making it difficult for 
the German bombers to drop their bombs accurately on British cities.                        
They had THE BLACKOUT.

Blackout Curtains



Many German Bombing Raids happened at night.                                                      
The British Government ordered that all lights used at night had to be 
switched off or dimmed.
That meant all street lights, house lights, car lights, office and factory lights
had to be turned off or dimmed.                                                                                            
This would make it more difficult for the German Bombers to see where to 
drop their bombs at night, because all the cities would look black to them.



Every house in Britain had to cover the glass of its windows with tape, to stop 
the glass flying into the room if there was a nearby bomb explosion.                              
They also had to hang up thick, black curtains to block out all the light from 
their house at night.                                                                                                        

Taped window glass stops 
glass shattering in bomb 
explosion

A family is visited by an Air-Raid Protection Officer to 
check their black-out curtains and their other Blitz 

preparations



Cars had have covers fitted over their headlights to dim them.                                   
They could not use their red brake lights at the back and they had to paint their 
front and back bumpers white.                                                                                     
All hand-held lamps and torches had to have covers to block light travelling 
upwards and being seen by German bomber planes.

Hand-held lamp with 
Blackout cover

Metal car headlight 
Blackout cover



Air-Raid Wardens had a very important job  
to make sure that British people were as safe
as possible from German bombing raids.           
Their job included:                                                   
- Looking out for German bombers.                              
- Sounding the Air-Raid Siren to warn

people of a bombing raid.                                        



The worst job for the Air-Raid Wardens was searching through bombed 
buildings; hopefully for survivors, but mostly and sadly, for bodies of people
who had been killed by the bombs.                                                                                                  
Even though many people were killed in the bombing raids, hardly any of them 
were children.                                                                                                                   



The Morrison Shelter The Anderson Shelter Gas Masks

Air Raid Wardens The BlackoutTh
e 
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Look at each of sources A-D in front of you and answer the 
following questions in your book for each source:

1. What does the source tell us about what people was afraid would happen?

2. What does the source tell us about how people tried to keep themselves safe?

3. Do you think this method of staying safe would have been effective?

4. Can you suggest any problems this method of staying safe could have caused?

CHALLENGE

Look at Sources E and F

Explain what they can teach you about the 
experiences of people living through the Blitz.

Green- complete 
questions 1 and 2 for 
all sources.
Yellow- complete 
questions 1, 2 and 3 for 
all sources.
Blue- complete all 
questions for all 
sources.



Source A Source B

Source C Source D

If they keep this up for 
another week, the war will 
be over. The East End won’t 
be able to stand much more 
of this sort of thing. 
What’s more, the Fire 
Brigade won’t be able to 
stand much more of it 
either.   This is the first 
leave I’ve had in weeks.
London Air Raid Warden, 
speaking in January 1941.

When the school was hit it 
was my painful duty to help by 
picking up anything I saw 
unearthed as the men dug. I 
found a small pink purse.   No 
words were needed.   The 
mother of the child to whom 
it belonged held out her hand, 
her face so anguished that it 
was frightful to behold.   She 
took it and was led wordlessly 
away.
Memories of a London 
schoolteacher, recorded in 
1971

Source E

Source F



Finally: What was the biggest impact 
you think the Blitz had on people’s 

lives?

Blitz
WWI

Surrender
Bombers
London
Sirens

Gas masks
Shelters

Evacuation
Blackout
Air raids
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