
Who is this person?

What religion were they?

What decisions did they 
make about religion in 
England?

CHALLENGE:
What problems do you 
think this caused?



Who is this person? Henry VIII Edward VI Mary I

What religion were they? Split the English Church away from the Pope-
stayed a Catholic himself

Henry VIII's son, was a Protestant. Henry VIII's daughter, tried to restore the 
Catholic Church.

What decisions did they make about religion 
in England?

Split the English Church away from the Pope,
closed lots of monasteries for their money, 
created the Church of England.

Supported his dad’s moves on religion. 
Edward and all his advisors were very strong 
protestants and they began to make big 
changes to the church, forcing people to 
worship the protestant way. 
Edward passed laws to make every church in 
England plain and simple.

Mary executed nearly 300 protestants. She 
burnt 5  bishops, 21 priests, 8 noble men, 84 
workers, 100 farmers, 26 wives, 20 widows, 9 
girls, 2 boys and 1 baby

CHALLENGE:
What problems do you think this caused?

Division in the country over supporters of the 
Catholic Church and the new Protestant 
Church.
Start of many years of religious division.
Church power reduced and money gained for 
the country. 

Continuing division in the country between 
religions. Old Catholics feeling further 
alienated and lonely.
Edward VI was a weak king so not good at 
enforcing because of his age, needed a 
regent. 

Very bad publicity for the church due to her 
harsh methods. Further the divide between 
Protestants and Catholics.

SUGGESTED ANSWERS-
GREEN PEN!
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Queen Elizabeth I

When Mary I died, her sister Elizabeth became 
queen. She was 25 years old and suddenly had to 
deal with a country in chaos. At any moment a 
civil war could break out between Catholics and 
Protestants, she needed to stop this from 
happening. 
Like her mother, Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth was a 
strong Protestant, but instead of being forceful 
like her sister Mary, she took a softer approach. 
She called it her “Religious Settlement”, and said 
that she would allow Catholics and Protestants to 
each worship in whatever way they wanted.
However, over her reign her attitude to Catholics 
changed and her actions didn’t match her noble 
promises. 



How did Elizabeth deal with the “religious problem” in England? 

Elizabeth was a very intelligent woman, she knew that changing England to a 
Protestant country was a very dangerous and difficult task.

Over the course of her rule, she made harsher and harsher laws against 
Catholics, forcing them to become Protestants. 

Your Task:

Highlight the key parts of each law.

Summarise what the law was about on your sheet above each law.



1559 1581 1585 1587 1593

The Act of 
Uniformity (1559)
All worship should 

be the same 
(uniform). Each 
week, everyone 
had to attend a 

church service that 
followed the Book 
of Common Prayer 
in English. Those 

who did not attend 
had to pay a fine.

The Act of Supremacy 
(1559)

Elizabeth was the 
supreme governor of the 
Church in England. She 

was the head of the 
church just as she was 

the head of the country. 
Any Catholics who 

insisted the Pope was 
the head of God’s church 
on Earth was, in effect, a 

traitor for challenging 
the Queen.

Act of Persuasions (1581)
• Increased the fine for not 

attending the Protestant 
church to £20 per month. 
This was a 10,000% 
increase.

• Allowed the imprisonment
of  those who didn’t pay 
their fines within 3 months.

• Declared that anybody who 
persuaded a Protestant to 
become a Catholic was 
guilty of treason and should 
be put to death.

Act Against Priests 
1585

A new law passed by 
the government 
allowed the death 
penalty for anyone 
who offered shelter or 
aid to a Roman 
Catholic priest.
This allowed soldiers to 
appear at a Catholic 
house at any time to 
carry out a search. 

Recusancy Act 1587

This law allowed the 
government to take 
two-thirds of the 
land owned by any 
Catholic who 
refused to attend 
church or pay their 
fines. Even the 
wealthiest Catholics 
were driven into 
debt.

Act Restraining 
Recusants (1593)

This law required 
Catholics over the 
age of 16 to stay 
within 5 miles of 
their home at all 
times. It also 
banned them from 
holding large 
gatherings.

Can you identify a 
significant ‘turning 
point’ in Elizabeth’s 

religious policy 
towards Catholics? 

Explain.

Which law do you feel 
was the most ‘harsh’ as 

a punishment to 
Catholics?

Your Task:

Highlight the key parts of each law.

Summarise what the law was about 
on your sheet above each law.



How did Elizabeth deal with the “religious problem” in England? 

Elizabeth was a very intelligent woman, she knew that changing England to a 
Protestant country was a very dangerous and difficult task.

Over the course of her rule, she made harsher and harsher laws against 
Catholics, forcing them to become Protestants. 

Your Task:

Check your answers using the feedback on the next slide.



1559 1581 1585 1587 1593

All church 
services the 
same and in 

English – fines 
for not attending

The Act of Supremacy 
(1559)

Elizabeth was the 
supreme governor of the 
Church in England. She 

was the head of the 
church just as she was 

the head of the country. 
Any Catholics who 

insisted the Pope was 
the head of God’s church 
on Earth was, in effect, a 

traitor for challenging 
the Queen.

Act of Persuasions (1581)
• Increased the fine for not 

attending the Protestant 
church to £20 per month. 
This was a 10,000% 
increase.

• Allowed the imprisonment
of  those who didn’t pay 
their fines within 3 months.

• Declared that anybody who 
persuaded a Protestant to 
become a Catholic was 
guilty of treason and should 
be put to death.

Act Against Priests 
1585

A new law passed by 
the government 
allowed the death 
penalty for anyone 
who offered shelter or 
aid to a Roman 
Catholic priest.
This allowed soldiers to 
appear at a Catholic 
house at any time to 
carry out a search. 

Recusancy Act 1587

This law allowed the 
government to take 
two-thirds of the 
land owned by any 
Catholic who 
refused to attend 
church or pay their 
fines. Even the 
wealthiest Catholics 
were driven into 
debt.

Act Restraining 
Recusants (1593)

This law required 
Catholics over the 
age of 16 to stay 
within 5 miles of 
their home at all 
times. It also 
banned them from 
holding large 
gatherings.

Can you identify a 
significant ‘turning point’ 

in Elizabeth’s religious 
policy towards Catholics? 

Explain.

Which law do you feel was the 
most ‘harsh’ as a punishment 

to Catholics?

Your Task:

1) Highlight the key parts of each law.

2) Summarise what the law was about on your sheet below 
each law.

All Catholics are 
traitors because 

they say the 
pope is higher 

than her.

Fine increased 10,000% 
- prison for people who 

didn’t pay. Death for 
converting Protestants

Death for 
anyone helping 
Catholic priests

2/3 of your land 
taken if you 

don’t pay your 
fines

Catholics can’t 
travel or meet 
their friends.

The Act of 
Uniformity (1559)
All worship should 

be the same 
(uniform). Each 
week, everyone 
had to attend a 

church service that 
followed the Book 
of Common Prayer 
in English. Those 

who did not attend 
had to pay a fine.
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Sir Thomas Tresham
Sir Thomas Tresham was a rich and powerful 
Catholic landowner in England. We are going to 
see how he was affected by Elizabeth’s laws.

On your sheet summarise each phase of Sir 
Thomas Tresham’s life and draw a story board 
picture that represents how he has been affected.

CHALLENGE: 
Which of Elizabeth’s laws had the biggest effect on 
Sir Thomas? Why?



1559 1581 1585 1587 1593

The Act of 
Uniformity (1559)

All church services 
in England should 

be in the Protestant 
style.

Anyone refusing to 
go had to pay a 

small fine. 

The Act of Supremacy 
(1559)

Elizabeth was officially 
recognised as the 

supreme religious leader 
in England.

If anyone said the Pope 
was more important 

than her it was 
considered treason. 

Act of Persuasions (1581)

Increased the fine for not 
attending the Protestant 

church by 10,000%.

Prison for people who didn’t 
pay.

Death for anyone who tried to 
persuade people to be Catholic 

instead of Protestant.

Act Against Priests 
1585

Death for anyone who 
hid or sheltered a 

Catholic priest.

Soldiers can search 
anyone’s house at any 

time for priests. 

Recusancy Act 1587

Anyone who refused 
to go to church 
would now lose two 
thirds of their land. 

Even the richest 
Catholics were 
driven in to debt.

Act Restraining 
Recusants (1593)

All Catholics over 
the age of 16 have 

to stay within 5 
miles of their 

home at all times. 

Catholics are 
banned from 
meeting each 

other.

Sir Thomas was a secret Catholic 
who followed the law and went 

to Protestant church.



The Life and Times of Sir Thomas Tresham

Following the Law (1570)

Thomas Tresham was one of millions of English people who attended Protestant church services but was secretly Catholic on the inside.

Tresham did such a good job of convincing the Queen that he was doing what she wanted that she made him Sheriff of Northamptonshire and knighted 
him, making him “Sir Thomas”. He was one of the most powerful men in England.

Taking a Stand (1580)

In 1580, Sir Thomas made a decision to became one of the Catholics who refused to attend Protestant church. This meant he had to start paying fines. 
He was rich but it was still expensive for him to do. 

However, Sir Thomas Tresham still said that he supported the Queen. Other Catholics had already begun plotting to kill her.

Prison (1581)

In 1581 Sir Thomas was thrown in prison after he was accused of letting Catholic Priests stay at his house. 

He was later released but would be in and out of prison for the rest of his life because of his views. 

Decline (1587)

By 1587 Sir Thomas was becoming badly affected by the ever increasing fines he had to pay. Every single week for seven years since he stopped going to 
church he needed to pay for missing the services. In total he had to pay £8,000 – which is the equivalent of millions of pounds today. 

He tried to persuade the Queen that she could trust Catholics by collecting the signatures of many loyal Catholics. She didn’t pay him any attention. 

Bankrupt (1599)

Eventually Sir Thomas Tresham lost everything. In 1599 he had run out of money and had all his land taken off him, he was once again thrown in prison 
in 1599 because he was unable to pay his enormous debts. When Tresham died his huge fortune was gone, his lands were gone and his powerful family 
name was ruined. 

Howver, even though he refused to go to Protestant church he supported Elizabeth as Queen to the very end. 



1559 1581 1585 1587 1593

The Act of 
Uniformity (1559)

All church services 
in England should 

be in the Protestant 
style.

Anyone refusing to 
go had to pay a 

small fine. 

The Act of Supremacy 
(1559)

Elizabeth was officially 
recognised as the 

supreme religious leader 
in England.

If anyone said the Pope 
was more important 

than her it was 
considered treason. 

Act of Persuasions (1581)

Increased the fine for not 
attending the Protestant 

church by 10,000%.

Prison for people who didn’t 
pay.

Death for anyone who tried to 
persuade people to be Catholic 

instead of Protestant.

Act Against Priests 
1585

Death for anyone who 
hid or sheltered a 

Catholic priest.

Soldiers can search 
anyone’s house at any 

time for priests. 

Recusancy Act 1587

Anyone who refused 
to go to church 
would now lose two 
thirds of their land. 

Even the richest 
Catholics were 
driven in to debt.

Act Restraining 
Recusants (1593)

All Catholics over 
the age of 16 have 

to stay within 5 
miles of their 

home at all times. 

Catholics are 
banned from 
meeting each 

other.

Sir Thomas was a secret Catholic 
who followed the law and went 

to Protestant church.

Eventually Sir Thomas Tresham
lost everything. In 1599 he had 
run out of money and had all his 
land taken off him, he was once 
again thrown in prison in 1599.

In 1580, Sir Thomas made a 
decision to became one of the 

Catholics who refused to attend 
Protestant church. This meant he 

had to start paying fines.

In 1581 Sir Thomas was thrown 
in prison after he was accused of 
letting Catholic Priests stay at his 
house. 

By 1587 Sir Thomas was 
becoming badly affected by the 
ever increasing fines he had to 

pay. In total he had to pay 
£8,000.

SUGGESTED ANSWERS-
GREEN PEN!
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Knowledge Bomb

At the start of Elizabeth’s rule, almost everyone in England were 
Catholics, millions of people. By the time she died there were less than 

10,000 practicing Catholics left in England. 

Explain how Elizabeth was so successful at changing the religion of 
England.

Tip: Use specific examples of laws she passed and explain how it 
affected Catholics like Sir Thomas Tresham.
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The Act of Uniformity (1559)

All church services should be the same (uniform).

Each week, everyone had to attend a Protestant 
style church service. 

Those who did not attend had to pay a big fine.



The Act of Supremacy (1559)

This meant Elizabeth was the supreme leader of 
the Church in England. 

Any Catholics who insisted the Pope was the head 
of the church was a traitor for challenging the 

Queen.



Act of Persuasions (1851)

Massively increased the fine for not attending the 
Catholic church to £20 per month. 

If you didn’t pay your fines you could be put in prison

Said anybody who persuaded a Protestant to become 
a Catholic was guilty of treason and should be put to 

death.



Act Against Priests (1585)

A new law passed by the government allowed the 
death penalty for anyone who offered shelter or 

help to a Roman Catholic priest.

This allowed soldiers to appear at a Catholic 
house at any time to carry out a search. 



Recusancy Act (1587)

This government to take two-thirds of the land 
owned by any Catholic who refused to attend 

church or pay their fines. 

Even the wealthiest Catholics were driven into 
debt.



Act Restraining Recusants (1593)

This law required Catholics over the age of 16 to 
stay within 5 miles of their home at all times. 

It also banned them from holding large 
gatherings.
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