
Brain into gear activity: 
Lesson 5

Why is recycling clothes 
important to the environment?



Why is recycling clothes important to the environment?

Prevent landfill
Not using precious resources

Examples of how we can do this at home?
We can pass down clothes to younger brothers or 
sisters.
Make them into other products like bags, face masks 
etc.



Learning Focus: To develop our knowledge of the 
6R’s of recycling. 

Learning Outcomes

I can identify the 6R’s of recycling. 

I can explain what the 6 R’s of recycling are. 

I can evaluate the impact the 6 R’s of recycling can have on the environment. 

Extension of learning 
Find more examples of how recycled objects can be used in design and recycling can 
have a positive effect on the environment 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vaoCVeRJNeJ6U43Ot7lAcCoWWOekBCdl/view

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vaoCVeRJNeJ6U43Ot7lAcCoWWOekBCdl/view


Primary Recycling  

Secondary 
Recycling  

Tertiary Recycling  

Primary recycling means that the 
recyclable material/product is recovered and 
reused without being changed in any way 
and usually for the very same purpose.

Secondary recycling means that the material/product is 
reused in some other way without re making.

Tertiary recycling refers to a process that involves changing a 
product completely in order to make it reusable.

Sustainability, what does this word mean? 
It means…  reducing our harm to the 
environment by renewing resources at a 
rate equal or greater to what they are 
used. 



• Reprocess a material or product and make something 
else.

• Put used recyclable products in recycling bins.

• Materials will need to be separated; some are too 
difficult to separate and therefore cannot be recycled.  

•Examples include glass, many plastics, metals, paper, 
wood, most materials can be recycled in some way.

Recycle

The 6 R’s, what do these represent? 



• Use a product to make something else with all 
or parts of it.

• Get the maximum use out of a product before 
disposing of it.

• This can relate to packaging also – e.g. plastic 
carrier bag, wash out glass bottle and refill.

Reuse



• When a product breaks down or doesn’t work 
properly, fix it instead of buying a new product.

• This will minimise use of non renewable resources 
and energy used in manufacture.

Repair



• Cut down the amount of material and energy you use 
as much as you can.

• Reduce the amount of consumable products you use.

• Recycling and Reusing existing products and 
materials.

Reduce



• Do we make too many products?  Do we actually need all 
the things we buy?

• Design in a way that considers people and the 
environment.

• Rethink the design of products to minimise use of non 
renewable resources and the use of energy in manufacture.

Rethink



• Don’t use a material or buy a product if you don’t 
need it or if it’s bad for people or the environment.

• Refuse plastic carrier bags and unnecessary 
packaging when offered.

Refuse



Do you need it?

Fix it

Do not buy it!

Make something else

Cut down on materials

Use it again

TASK 1: 
Designers , consumers and 
manufactures often use the 6 
R’s to make their products and 
decide what to buy.

On the right hand side it shows 
you what the 6R’s are. 

Can you match them up to their 
meaning on the left hand side?

Extension of learning:

You have got a old pair of jeans 
that you have grown out of.  
What could you do with them?
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Textile product Name the product How could you repair 
it?

Could you make it into 
another  product

Sustainability, what does this word mean? 



Group Activity 

Match up the types of recycling with the image. 

Primary Recycling  
Secondary 
Recycling  

Tertiary Recycling  







Charity shops 

Hand clothing down to 
brothers and sisters 







Plenary



What have you learnt? 

Have you

Have you

Have you

Learning Outcomes

I can identify the 6R’s of recycling. 

I can explain what the 6 R’s of recycling are. 

I can evaluate the impact the 6 R’s of recycling can have 
on the environment. 
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