
Complete the layers of 
inference diagram. Attempt 
this on your own first then 

share ideas! 
Need help? Think about what the 
soldiers are doing. Do they look 
like they are successful in battle 
or are they fleeing?





Title: What happened at Dunkirk?
Lesson 

objectives:
Describe what 
happened at 
Dunkirk. 

-Create a detailed 
description of 
what happened at 
Dunkirk. 

GREENS Use at least one key word in every question 
answer. 

Create 5 fantastic descriptive words to use in 
your paragraph about what happened at Dunkirk.

YELLOWS Use at least two key words in every question 
answer. 

Create 6 fantastic descriptive words to use in 
your paragraph about what happened at Dunkirk.

BLUES Use and define at least two key words in every
question answer. 

Create 3 fantastic descriptive words from the 
British perspective and 3 fantastic descriptive 
words from the German perspective about what 
happened at Dunkirk. 

How can 
words 
impact 
on how 
we view 
events? 



What happened at Dunkirk?
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What happened at Dunkirk?
Scan through the text and circle any 
dates.
Skim read the text and underline any 
names
Highlight in the text any words that are 
new and you do not understand.
Pick out three words that are difficult to 
spell-on the back of the sheet chunk them 
down.

Success Criteria: 
Develop your own 
literacy skills in this 
task! Identify where 
you need improvement 
and challenge yourself! 



What happened at Dunkirk?
Answer questions 1-8 in full sentences. 

Use at least 1 key 
words on the 

information sheet in 
each answer.

Use at least 2 key 
words on the 

information sheet 
in each answer. 

Use and define at least 2 key words on 
the information sheet in each answer. 

CHALLENGE:List any new key 
words you have found today.  





Example answers to start you off… 
Check you answers.

1. The soldiers retreated to Dunkirk 
was it was the closer part of 
France to England.

2. There were 400,000 soldiers 
trapped in Dunkirk, and this was 
nearly all of Britain’s army. If they 
were not saved, Britain would lose 
the war.

3. The soldiers faced problems when 
the reached Dunkirk including…

4. Operation Dynamo was….



Sentence starters

5. There were …. Little ships used in 
this evacuation.

6. Overall, …. Ships were lost in this 
evacuation.

7. Dunkirk could be seen as a disaster 
because…

8. Dunkirk could be seen as a success 
because….



Descriptive paragraphs
Create a descriptive paragraph detailing what happened at Dunkirk. You 

can use your answers but NOT your information sheets. 

CHALLENGE: Describe the impact Dunkirk 
had on the British war effort. 

Step 1: Write a sentence starting with Dunkirk.
Step 2: Write a sentence containing 7 words.
Step 3: Write a sentence including a word with 3 syllables 
e.g. strategic/Dynamo.
Step 4: Write a sentence using the words evacuation and 
boat.
Step 5: Write a sentence with one word and an 
exclamation.



RAG rate yourself 
this lesson.
Use the lesson 

and the video to 
sum up the events 
of Dunkirk in no 
more than 30 

words.
Explain the effects 
of Dunkirk using the 
video.

Think about how a soldier might 
want to portray Dunkirk to his 
wife, mother, friend or child. 

CHALLENGE: Add any new key 
words to your glossary.  
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