


Title: Why did World War 
Two begin?
GREEN
S

Explain which event you think 
helped to start WWII.

YELLOW
S

Explain at least two reasons 
why WWII started.

BLUES Explain at least two reasons 
why WWII started and why 
some reasons may be linked to 
other reasons.

Lesson 
objectives:
-Describe the causes 
of WWII. 

-Explain why WWII 
happened. 

-Rank the most 
important causes of 
WWII. 

Civil Wars / 
conflicts around 
the world today. 
Eg, Syria. 



What 
might 
cause 

WWIII 
today?

Think Pair Share
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What problems 
have we studied 
that you think 

might have 
caused WWII?
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What problems 
have we studied 
that you think 

might have 
caused WWII?

Hitler rise 
to dictator 
in Germany Treaty of 

Versailles-
Reparations charges 
and war guilt

League of 
Nations/ 
Treaty of 
Versailles 
against 
(isolating) 
Germany

Chamberlain 
policy of 
appeasement 
and 
Czechoslovakia



WWII had 4 main 
causes:

• Hitler’s Hope
• Appeasement 

Accident
• League of Nations 

Loses
• Six Slippery Steps

Around the room there are 
information sheets about the causes 
of WWII.

Use the information sheets to help 
you fill in you worksheet on the 
causes of WWII.

Greens- use the green worksheets.
Yellows- you can use the green but 
challenge yourself to add detail 
from the blue.
Blues- only use the blue information.

Challenge: Rank the 4 reasons. Which one do you think most caused a 
war? Explain your answer in your book.



WWII Causes

Hitler’s Hope

What were Hitler’s three aims?

Why might they cause war?

Appeasement Accident

What was wrong with appeasement?

Give one example of appeasement in action.

Why did appeasement lead to war?

Six Slippery Steps

Give three steps that led to war.

Which step do you think was most important in the lead up to 
WWII?

League of Nations Loses

Give three reasons the League of Nations failed.

Why did people ignore the League of Nations?



Hitler’s Hopes (Aims)

Hitler had three aims:

•To abolish the Treaty of Versailles
The Treaty was a constant reminder to the 

Germans of their humiliation in World War I.   Hitler 
did not believe that the German army had lost the 
war, and he was determined to make Germany great 
again.

•To expand German territory 
The German population was growing.   Hitler said that 
the German nation needed more Lebensraum (‘living 
space’).   He was determined to get Lebensraum by 
conquering land in eastern Europe.

•To defeat Communism
The Nazis were Fascists: the exact opposite of the 
Communists who ruled Russia.   Hitler was determined 
to destroy Communism, and this meant a war with 
Russia



Appeasement
Nowadays, many people criticise Chamberlain for appeasing Hitler.   
In the 1930s, there were some people – most notably Winston Churchill – who opposed his policy.   
But at the time, most people thoroughly agreed with Chamberlain, and praised him.

 Source C
A British cartoon of 1936.   Hitler goose-steps across the ‘spineless 
leaders of democracy’.   The first three steps are labelled ‘Rearmament’, 
‘Rhineland’ and ‘Danzig’.

Appeasement in Action

Before 1938, Britain had already given way to Hitler on a number of occasions, but it was 
the events of the Sudeten crisis which showed appeasement in action – trying to buy off 
Hitler by giving way to his demands.

On 11 March 1938, Hitler invaded Austria.   It was clear he wanted to do the same in 
the Sudetenland.   

Then Chamberlain intervened and after many discussions gave in to Hitler.

On 1 October 1938, Hitler marched unopposed into the Sudetenland.   He said that it 
was the start of a 1000-year German Reich (empire). 



One reason for the outbreak of WWI was the failures of the 
League of Nations. Many say it  was ‘DUMB’.

• Weak
•the League’s ‘powers’ were little more than going ‘tut-tut’. 

• America
•the strongest nation in the world never joined

• Structure
•the League's organisation was muddled, so it took ages to do anything; 
members couldn’t agree

• Depression
•the world-wide Depression made countries try to get more land and 
power; they were worried about themselves, not about world peace

•Unsuccessful
•the more the League failed, the less people trusted it; in the end, 
everybody just ignored it

• Members
•the League’s main members let it down - France and Britain betrayed 
it

• Big bullies
•in the 1920s, the League had been quite successful with small, weak 
countries; in the 1930s, powerful countries like Germany, Italy and 
Japan defied the League - they were too strong for the League to stop 
them

https://www.johndclare.net/league_of_nations8.htm
https://www.johndclare.net/league_of_nations8.htm
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Six Steps to War

1 CONSCRIPTION & RE-ARMAMENT
Hitler began to build up his armed forces.   In 1935 he introduced conscription 
(calling up men to the army).   

2 RHINELAND
Hitler invaded the Rhineland on 7 March 1936.   This broke the Treaty of Versailles. 
But once again, Britain and France did nothing.

3 AUSTRIA
In 1938, Hitler took over Austria. This broke the Treaty of Versailles, but Britain 
and France did nothing.

4 MUNICH
In 1938, Hitler tried to take over the Sudetenland. Then, Hitler made plans to 
invade Czechoslovakia. Neville Chamberlain appeased Hitler.   At Munich, on 29 
September 1938, Britain and France gave Hitler the Sudetenland.   

5 CZECHOSLOVAKIA
In March 1939, Hitler’s troops marched into the rest of Czechoslovakia.   This, for 
most British people, was the time when they realised that the only thing that would 
stop Hitler was a war.

6 USSR/NAZI PACT & POLAND
In 1939, Hitler tried to take over Poland.   First, the Germans in Danzig demanded 
union with Germany.   Then, Hitler threatened war.

On 1 September 1939, Hitler invaded Poland.
On 3 September 1939, Chamberlain declared war on Germany.





WWII Causes

Hitler’s Hope

What were Hitler’s three aims?
To abolish the Treaty of Versailles. To expand German 
territory. To defeat Communism

Why might they cause war? 
The treaty was designed to keep peace so ignoring it 
went against peace. Expanding territory made others 
scared they might be attacked.

Appeasement Accident

What was wrong with appeasement? It was letting Germany 
get away with a lot of bad actions.

Give one example of appeasement in action.
Before 1938, Britain had already given way to Hitler on a 
number of occasions, but it was the events of the Sudeten 
crisis which showed appeasement in action – trying to buy off 
Hitler by giving way to his demands.

Why did appeasement lead to war? Hitler kept invading 
places (Austria and the Sudetenland) so the only way to stop 
him building an empire was to start a war.

Six Slippery Steps

Give three steps that led to war.
Hitler began to build up his armed forces.   In 1935 he 
introduced conscription (calling up men to the army).   

In 1938, Hitler took over Austria. This broke the Treaty of 
Versailles, but Britain and France did nothing.

In 1939, Hitler tried to take over Poland.   First, the 
Germans in Danzig demanded union with Germany.   Then, 
Hitler threatened war.

League of Nations Loses

Give three reasons the League of Nations failed.
• Weak

•the League’s ‘powers’ were little more than going 
‘tut-tut’. 

• America
•the strongest nation in the world never joined

• Structure
•the League's organisation was muddled, so it took 
ages to do anything; members couldn’t agree

Why did people ignore the League of Nations? It 
lacked much power.



Source A: A political propaganda cartoon by Dr 
Seuss at the time of appeasement. In the middle an 
‘appeaser’ hands out sweets to a monster covered in 
Swastikas. The caption states," Remember...One 
More Lollypop, and Then You All Go Home!"

Describe what this 
source shows you 
about a cause of 
WWII.
Explain two ways this 
source helps you find 
out about appeasement 
in the lead up to 
WWII.
How far do you trust 
this source to tell you 
about the causes of 
WWII? Explain using 
details in the source.
Challenge: How might
Chamberlain view this 
source? Will he agree 
with it and why?



Start the discussion:
• I believe that the main cause of WWII was Hitler‘s 

aims because...
• In my opinion the main cause of WWII was Hitler‘s 

aims because...
• One argument may be that ___ because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point that the main cause of WWII 

was Hitler‘s aims because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of 

reasons...

“The main cause of WWII was Hitler’s aims to 
expand Germany.”



“The main cause of WWII was Hitler’s hopes 
to expand Germany.” 

How far do you agree?
Write your answer a step at a time!

Step 1: Write a sentence starting with 
‘Expansion’.
Step 2: Write a sentence containing 6 
words.
Step 3: Write a sentence including a 
word with 3 syllables e.g. Lebensraum.
Step 4: Write a sentence using the 
words League and appeasement.
Step 5: Write a sentence with one word 
and an exclamation.



“The main cause of WWII was Hitler’s hopes 
to expand Germany.” 

How far do you agree?
Give your partner a WWW and an EBI

WWW EBI

 Good knowledge of Hitler’s 
hope for Germany

 Good evidence of German 
expansion e.g. Czechoslovakia, 
Poland

 Good use of key terminology 
e.g. lebensraum

 Good explanation of how Hitler 
aimed to use war to achieve his 
goals

 Good discussion of steps 
leading to war

 Good use of dates and 
statistics

 Good links to the other causes 
of WWII e.g. appeasement

 Use more knowledge o Hitler’s 
hope for Germany e.g. end the 
Treaty of Versailles

 Use evidence of German 
expansion e.g. Czechoslovakia

 Use more subject terminology 
e.g. lebensraum and expansion

 Use more steps to war e.g. 
Munich, agreement with 
Soviets and Poland

 Use more dates and statistics
 Use more links to other causes



You  have 30 seconds to come 
up with one sentence that 
summarises what you have 

learnt today’s lesson.
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