
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source A: A child’s bicycle now 
displayed in a museum about 
the atomic bomb droppings.  

“The Japanese code of bushido—'the way of the 
warrior'—was deeply ingrained. The concept 
of Yamato-damashii equipped each soldier with a 
strict code: never be captured, never break 
down, and never surrender. Defeated Japanese 
leaders preferred to take their own lives in the 
painful samurai ritual of seppuku (called hara 
kiri in the West). Warriors who surrendered 
were not deemed worthy of regard or respect”.  

 

Source B: John T. Correll, (1994), Editor of the 
American Air Force Association Magazine.  

“The Japanese began the war from the air 
at Pearl Harbour. With this bomb we have 
added a new and revolutionary increase in 
destruction… and even more powerful 
bombs are in production. We are now 
prepared to destroy… every productive 
enterprise the Japanese have in any city”.  

Source C: President Truman, (1945), 
Speech given immediately after the 
dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 

“The heat was tremendous . And I felt like my body 
was burning all over. For my burning body the cold 
water of the river was as precious as the treasure. 
Then I left the river, and I walked along the railroad 
tracks in the direction of my home. On the way, I ran 
into an another friend of mine, Tokujiro Hatta. I 
wondered why the soles of his feet were badly burnt. 
It was unthinkable to get burned there. But it was 
undeniable fact the soles were peeling and red muscle 
was exposed”.  

Source D: Akihiro Takahashi, (1945), 14 year old school 
boy in Hiroshima.  

 “Yes, it was justified. The US was, like the 
rest of the world, soldiering on towards the 
end of a dark period of human history that 
had seen the single most costly conflict in 
history, and they chose to adopt a stance 
that seemed to limit the amount of 
casualties in the war, by significantly 
shortening it with the use of atomic 
weapons”.  

Source E: Historian George Evans-Hulme, 
(2014), BBC History Magazine.  

“No, the US wasn’t justified. Even secretary of war 
Henry Lewis Stimson was not sure the bombs were 
needed to reduce the need of an invasion: “Japan had 
no allies; its navy was almost destroyed; its islands 
were under a naval blockade; and its cities were 
undergoing concentrated air attacks”. 

Source F: Historian Roy Ceustermans, (2014), BBC 
History Magazine.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushido
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yamato-damashii
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seppuku

