


What do you think these 
images have in common?

List 2 things the pictures 
have in common. 

Describe 2 things the 
pictures have in common. 

Explain 2 things the pictures 
have in common. 

CHALLENGE: Pick two 
pictures that you think are 
most alike. Explain why you 

think they are linked.



Title: What caused the end of 
WWII?

Lesson 
objectives:

-Explain the 
reasons why 
WWII ended 
through images. 

-Investigate the 
importance of the 
atomic bomb in 
ending WWII. -

-Assess if the 
dropping of atomic 
bombs was 
justified.

GREENS List 2 things the pictures have in common. 

MATCH the images to the reason why World War 
Two ended.  

YELLOWS Describe 2 things the pictures have in common. 

JUDGE and EXPLAIN which image you think 
represents the most important reason why World 
War Two ended. 

BLUES Explain 2 things the pictures have in common. 

EXPLAIN how without one image the war may have 
ended differently. 

Can the use 
of nuclear 
weapons 
ever be 

justified? 

Rule of law, 
mutual 
respect, 
tolerance



MATCH the images to the reason 
why World War Two ended.  

JUDGE and EXPLAIN which image 
you think represents the most 

important reason why World War 
Two ended. 

EXPLAIN how without one image the 
war may have ended differently. 

CHALLENGE: How important do you think 
Pearl Harbour was in ending World War 
Two? Use 3 other images to help explain 

your answer. 



Paul Tibbets: 

The Japanese 
code of bushido: 

Little boy and 
fat man: 

Pearl Harbour: 

Japanese foreign 
affairs minister 
Mamoru 
Shigemitsu: 

American 
President 
Truman: 

New technology: 

So which one 
do you think is 

the main 
reason WWII 

ended?



“The Japanese began the war from the
air at Pearl Harbour. With this bomb we
have added a new and revolutionary
increase in destruction… and even more
powerful bombs are in production. We
are now prepared to destroy… every
productive enterprise the Japanese have
in any city”.

Source C: President Truman, (1945),
Speech given immediately after the
dropping of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima.

How far do you agree with Source C 
that WWII ended because of Pearl 

Harbour? Use the source and your own 
knowledge.

CHALLENGE: Without Pearl Harbour, do you 
think the atomic bombs would have been 

dropped? Explain your answer. 

P-Overall, the main reason WWII ended 
was …

E- From my own knowledge I know that…
E-This was important because…

L-Therefore, this led to the ending of 
WWII because…

Create one PEE 
paragraph to explain 

your answer. 

Create one PEEL 
paragraph to explain 

your answer. 
Create one PEEL paragraph 
and use at least 3 images to 

explain your answer. 



In June of 1944 the Allied forces invaded on D-Day, less than a year later 
Germany surrendered. 

The war in Europe was over but the war in the East, between the USA and  
Japan, continued. 

The USA had a choice to make...

A. Send hundreds of thousands of US soldiers, to invade Japan, where many 
soldiers and civilians would die...

or

B. Drop a newly developed weapon called the atomic bomb on Japan, which 
would result in tens of thousands of Japanese civilians dying, but with no 

cost to US servicemen. 

What are the positives and negatives of each of these choices? 
Challenge: Which is the better choice and why?



The USA chose to drop the bomb. 

The results were devastating. 
Hiroshima Dropping the Bomb 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wxWNAM8Cso


“The dropping of atomic bombs 
was justified for America.” 

Vote on your feet!

If you DISAGREE, stand.
If you are UNSURE, crouch.
If you AGREE, stay seated.

YOU MUST HAVE A REASON.

CHALLENGE: Is the 
use of nuclear 
weapons ever 

justified?
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