
The home guard (dad’s army) World War Two soldiers in action

What is the difference between the WEAPONS, UNIFORM 
and PEOPLE in each photograph?
Which group of people do you think were most EFFECTIVE 
when fighting the Germans? 
How EFFECTIVE do you think the home guard were to Britain 
during the war? 
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Title: How effective was the Home Guard 
during World War Two? 

Today’s lesson: 

-Assess how 
effective the home 
front was. 

-To analyse if a
comedy ‘Dad’s Army’
can tell us any
accurate
information about
the Home Guard in
World War Two.

Should we 
have the 
right to 

use force 
to defend 

our homes? 

GREENS Judge if the Home Guard was or was not 
effective. 

Judge if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate 
information about the Home Guard.

YELLOWS Describe 2 points why you think the Home 
Guard was or was not effective. 

Describe if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate 
information about the Home Guard. 

BLUES Explain 2 points why you think the Home 
Guard was or was not effective. 

Compare your information sheet to the 
‘Dad’s Army’ clip to explain which is the 
most reliable source about the Home Guard. 

Mutual respect, tolerance



What do you have to do today? How 
could you make outstanding progress 

(like last lesson)?
GREENS Judge if the Home Guard was or was not effective. 

Judge if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate information about the 
Home Guard.

YELLOWS Describe 2 points why you think the Home Guard was or was not 
effective. 

Describe if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate information about the 
Home Guard. 

BLUES Explain 2 points why you think the Home Guard was or was not 
effective. 

Compare your information sheet to the ‘Dad’s Army’ clip to 
explain which is the most reliable source about the Home Guard. 



Throw and catch reading! 
Read through your information as a class.
Circle any key words as we read! 
Underline any words you don’t understand! 

GREENS Match the titles to the paragraphs.

YELLOWS Match the titles to the paragraphs and 
reduce the information into 2 key points.

BLUES Match the titles to the paragraphs and 
reduce the information into 2 detailed 
main points. Link it to the effectiveness 
of the Home Guard.



Progress check! 
What do you need to do next? 
GREENS Judge if the Home Guard was or was not effective. 

Judge if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate information about the 
Home Guard.

YELLOWS Describe 2 points why you think the Home Guard was or was not 
effective. 

Describe if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate information about the 
Home Guard. 

BLUES Explain 2 points why you think the Home Guard was or was not 
effective. 

Compare your information sheet to the ‘Dad’s Army’ clip to 
explain which is the most reliable source about the Home Guard. 



STEP 5 – I can describe the 
effectiveness of the Home 
Guard using stories, sources 
and some scholarship.

STEP 6 – I can explain the 
effectiveness of the Home 
Guard using details from 
stories, sources and agree with
scholarship.
STEP 9 – I can say which 
scholarship I agree with using 
details from sources and 
stories given. I can form my 
own judgement on the 
effectiveness of the Home 
Guard.

Complete the challenge 
questions on the sheet you 

have been given.

Story, Source, Scholarship!



Progress check! 
How much progress have you made 

today? 
GREENS Judge if the Home Guard was or was not effective. 

Judge if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate information about the 
Home Guard.

YELLOWS Describe 2 points why you think the Home Guard was or was not 
effective. 

Describe if ‘Dad’s Army’ tells us accurate information about the 
Home Guard. 

BLUES Explain 2 points why you think the Home Guard was or was not 
effective. 

Compare your information sheet to the ‘Dad’s Army’ clip to 
explain which is the most reliable source about the Home Guard. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e4NltR9Eck

GREENS What do the clips suggest about 
the Home Guard? Do you think 
this is accurate? Why?

YELLOWS Do you think this clip from Dad’s 
Army is accurate? Use your 
knowledge of the Home Guard to 
test the source.

BLUES How does this clip compare to the 
other sources you have seen about 
the Home Guard? Why is this 
source not fully reliable. 

Challenge: How might different generations 
view this programme differently? 
Does that affect its reliability as a 
source?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YMVPXmaKds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e4NltR9Eck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YMVPXmaKds


Start the discussion:
• I believe that the Home Guard were not effective at all 

because...
• In my opinion the Home Guard were not effective at 

allbecause...
• One argument may be that the Home Guard were not 

effective at all because...
• I’d like to make the point that…

Agree:
• I support your point that the Home Guard were not effective 

at all because of…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of reasons...

The Home Guard were not effective at all…



Bigger picture debate! 

Should we 
have the 
right to 

use force 
to defend 

our homes? 

YES

NO
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