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Section 1: Drama Skills & Conventions 

 

1. Provide a definition for the following acting skills. 

Gesture: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

Body Language: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

Facial Expression: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

2. Look at the following image. Explain what the emotion of the 

character is and how you know this by referencing three 

different acting skills. 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 

Leonardo DiCaprio 

Romeo & Juliet 1996 
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2 marks 

2 marks 

3 marks 

1 mark 

2 marks 

 

3. Provide a definition for the term explorative strategy 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

4. Hot seating is an example of an explorative strategy. What 

are two advantages for using hot seating in the rehearsal 

period? 

Example 1: 

__________________________________________________ 

Example 2:  

__________________________________________________ 

 

5. Freeze Frames should always be used to begin and end a 

performance. But what factors make a perfect freeze frame? 

1._________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________ 

 

6. Improvisation is an explorative strategy used during the 

rehearsal process. What might one benefit be to a performer?  

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

7. You have been asked to perform in an upcoming show. The 

character has been involved in an argument and is very angry. 

How might you use one vocal skill to achieve successful 

characterisation in your performance? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 



 

4 marks 

1 mark 

1 mark 

Section 2: Staging Performance 

1. Label the different parts of a standard stage space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upstage Left Upstage Right Downstage Left Downstage Right 

 
 

2. Define the different styles of theatre. 
 

Physical Theatre: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

Naturalism: 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

Centre Stage 

Audience 



 

Section 3: Written Response 

Read the students written response to her performance below then answer 

the questions that follow. 
 

Initial Ideas 

The theme we were given for our devised performance was the 

closed door. We started off exploring this theme by developing five 

different freeze frames that explored this idea. The one I liked the 

best was about five different people trapped behind the closed door 

of a lift. We felt we could have developed this idea further by each 

of them revealing the details of their lives. We had been reading 

Walking with Shadows in class and my group liked the idea of how a 

person can appear quite normal but as soon as their front door 

shuts they can live a very different life.  

 

As well as working from a theme we also had to use a performance 

style we decided to use TIE. Which is Theatre in Education, a piece 

of theatre that educates its audience. Before we started work on our 

devised performance we did a lot of background research on what is 

involved in a TIE performance. Spectacle Theatre, a TIE company, 

had performed a play called Wasted to Year 10 and 11 pupils. It 

was about the effects of taking drugs and driving. It was very 

powerful and had a massive effect on the audience. This made us 

realise the importance of choosing a subject that will appeal to the 

target audience. We had also read the play ‘Too much punch for 

Judy.’ This helped us understand some of the techniques which 

could be used in a TIE project, such as multi-role, minimalist set, 

technical effects such as PowerPoints and the use of a narrator.  

Finally we watched another TIE project on YouTube. It was called 

Cow and was about the dangers of texting while you were driving. 

Once again this was very powerful and dramatic and it definitely got 

the point across to the audience.  

 

After our research we had to decide on the story of our play. We 

had many ideas like someone who was bullied at school and self-

harmed behind the closed door of their room but eventually we 

decided on the idea of divorce and broken families and the effect it 

can have on you when you are growing up. Some of the group’s 

parents were divorced and, although at the time they were upset 

and frightened, as time went on they realised that family life could 

still be happy and that our play should give out this positive 

message. We decided our target audience would be Year 9 as this is 



 

a time when things are changing in your life. We knew our play 

would fit in with the theme of the closed door because all the 

characters are very different from how they first appear. Rhys hides 

behind the door of his bedroom, the mother and father appear 

happy in public but hate each other when they are in the house, 

and the father has an affair. 

 

Development 

Once we had chosen our storyline we had to think of which 

characters we were going to use. There were five of us in the group. 

We decided that Rhys would play the part of a 14-year-old, Corey 

would be the father but he would also act as the narrator to help 

give the background to the story and move events along. I would 

play the part of the mother and Ceri and Lauren would play the 

stepparents. I was given the role of the mother because I love 

playing emotional, dramatic roles but also we decided the father 

should be quite a cold character and my style of acting would 

contrast well with Corey. I wanted to show how upset the mother is 

when her husband leaves her but I didn’t want to play the part of a 

stereotypical hysterical woman - I wanted the audience to feel sorry 

for her and to also show that she was a strong woman.  

 

We did some hot-seating where the class asked me questions. It 

made me think about how she had once loved her husband but, 

because she is strong, she will move on. It also made me realise 

that mothers are human and sometimes they need to let their 

feelings out. I thought about the mother in Walking in Shadows and 

how she is so wrapped up in her own problems that she can’t see 

what is happening to Lorna. Rhys played a typical 14-year-old 

teenager – awkward and selfish. I thought about how my mother 

speaks to me when I’m in a mood and this gave me a lot of ideas 

about how to develop my character. Finally, before we actually 

started writing the script, we did lots of improvisations to help us 

understand the characters and the different relationships e.g. we 

improvised the scene when the father first met the mother, we 

improvised a scene of the day that Rhys the son gets married and 

how they would behave. We used some of these ideas in a final 

script. 

 

When we started working on the play we wanted to show the past, 

present and future of the family. Our piece was only allowed to be 

20 minutes and we didn’t want it to drag on. Corey thought it would 

be a good idea if the father as the narrator linked the scenes and 



 

gave the background. We used the idea of flashbacks e.g. the 

picnic scene, which shows the family as a typical happy family, but 

we had the father stepping in and out of the action almost as if he 

was a stranger and was watching the family from a distance. We 

also used the idea of cross cutting - this worked really well because 

it showed the father in two very different situations and underlined 

that there are two sides to every story.  

 

We felt it was important that some scenes were very dramatic and 

powerful, especially between the mother and father and son. When 

we were rehearsing we realised that we had too many dramatic 

scenes bunched together and they were too similar, so we reworked 

some of the scenes to show a better contrast.  

 

The group spent a long time thinking about the ending of the play. 

We had decided that the play should have a positive message and, 

although I would have liked a really dramatic ending, I agreed that 

this was not the message the project wanted to give to the 

audience. In the end we decided that the action should freeze and 

that Rhys should take over as the narrator and give the audience 

the simple message that in the end everything will work out. 

 

Evaluation 

The day of the exam arrived and 30 Year Nine pupils were actually 

going to watch our performance. Although I was nervous about this 

I did think it was a good idea because at the end we would know 

from their feedback if our play was a success. We had prepared our 

stage and checked everything was in place. We had plotted our 

lighting to suggest location and mood e.g bright for the beach scene 

and darker for the more dramatic scenes in the house. Our play was 

set in 2009 and so we just used everyday clothes but tried to show 

the age of the characters. I wore jeans and a white blouse but I put 

on a grey cardigan to suggest the passing of time. This helped me 

feel more dowdy, especially in the scene when Corey told me that 

he didn’t love me. I pulled it very tightly around me almost as if I 

wanted to become invisible and escape.  

 

The PowerPoint with the photos worked well at the beginning 

because straight away the audience were focused and began to 

understand the relationships and how things had changed. Corey’s 

opening monologue was also brilliant. In rehearsals, we had worked 

on the pace of his voice and which words he needed to emphasise 

and his performance was very successful. 



 

1 mark 

1 mark 

3 marks 

2 marks 

2 marks 

1 mark 

1 mark 

Questions 

 
1. What style of performance did the group decide to create? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is this style like? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Give 3 Examples of the research that they participated 

within in preparation for their performance? 

1._____________________________________________ 

2._____________________________________________ 

3._____________________________________________  

 

 

4. Give 2 examples of how the student developed her character 

for her performance. 

1._____________________________________________ 

2._____________________________________________ 

 

5. In the student evaluation, what 2 things did she say worked 

well within the group’s final performance? 

1._____________________________________________ 

2._____________________________________________ 

 

6. Did we know what the student needed to improve on within 

the evaluation? 

________________________________________________ 

 

 If not, what did the evaluation need to have within it?   

     _______________________________________________ 


