


Title: Joining up: propaganda or 
pals?

Lesson 
objectives:

Compare national 
and local World 

War One 
propaganda 

posters. 

Assess if Pal’s 
Battalions were 
more persuasive 
than propaganda 
posters during 

World War One. 

GREENS List 3 things that are similar in propaganda posters 
and 3 things that are different. 

Use evidence to explain two reasons why propaganda 
posters or Pal’s Battalions were more persuasive.  

YELLOWS Explain 3 reasons why propaganda posters use similar 
and different methods to convince people to join the 
army.

Compare sources to explain three reasons why
propaganda posters or Pal’s Battalions were more 
persuasive.

BLUES Assess the effectiveness of three propaganda posters.

Assess the effectiveness of sources to explain three 
reasons why propaganda posters or Pal’s Battalions 
were more persuasive. 

How does 
force 

recruitment 
propaganda 

differ today? 

Rule of law, mutual 
respect, individual liberty



List 3 things 
that are similar 
in these posters 

and 3 things 
that are 

different. 

Explain 3 reasons why 
these posters use 

similar and different 
methods to convince 

people to join the 
army.

Which poster do 
you think was most 

effective? Use 
evidence from the 
sources to support 

your answer. 

CHALLENGE: Would these 
posters be effective in getting 
people to join the army today? 

Explain 3 reasons to your 
answer. 

1914 1915 1915

There are many similarities with the 
propaganda posters such as…

However, these propaganda posters 
have many differences such as…

These posters are similar/different 
because…

The most effective poster was… 
because… 
In the poster I can see… This is 
important because…



Have you met your first outcome? 
What could you do to improve?

GREENS List 3 things that are similar in propaganda posters and 
3 things that are different. 

Use evidence to explain two reasons why propaganda 
posters or Pal’s Battalions were more persuasive.  

YELLOWS Explain 3 reasons why propaganda posters use similar and 
different methods to convince people to join the army.

Compare sources to explain three reasons why propaganda 
posters or Pal’s Battalions were more persuasive.

BLUES Assess the effectiveness of three propaganda posters.

Assess the effectiveness of sources to explain three 
reasons why propaganda posters or Pal’s Battalions were 
more persuasive. 



Pal’s Battalions! 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/28566631

What were 
the Pal’s 

Battalions?

Why were the 
Pal’s Battalions 
effective in the 

war effort?

What problems 
did the Pal’s 

Battalions cause 
for the country 
after the war?CHALLENGE: What were the 

benefits of joining a Pal’s 
Battalion?



Were the Pal’s Battalions 
more persuasive than 
propaganda posters?

Explain two reasons for 
your answer using 
evidence from the 

sources. 

Compare the features of 
the sources to explain 
three reasons for your 

answer.
Source A

Source B

Assess the effectiveness 
of features in the 

sources to explain three 
reasons for your answer.

CHALLENGE: What similarities and differences are 
there between the Pal’s Battalions and the “Made in 

the Royal Navy” video?



Were the Pal’s Battalions 
more persuasive than 
propaganda posters?

Source A

Source B
CHALLENGE: What similarities and differences are 
there between the Pal’s Battalions and the “Made in 

the Royal Navy” video?

In my opinion, the Pal’s Battalions 
were more/less persuasive than 
propaganda posters because…

The posters show… This is 
important because… They also 
show/say/depict…

Source A/B is more effective 
because it shows… this is important 
because…



Enlisting in the Empire

Despite the amount that signed up in Britain, the 
continuing war and the extent of fatalities meant 
that men from across the Empire were enlisted to 
fight including countries such as:
- India
- Caribbean
- West Cost Africa; Nigeria, Sierra Leone, the 

Gold Coast
- Kenya
- South Africa
- Canada
- Newfoundland
- Australia
- New Zealand

Discuss:
How is this recruitment poster different 
from the ones in Britain? Why are they 
different? Why is the poster different for 
India? 

The Soldier is Defending India:
- Black strips at the bottom, so that each region 

could add text in their own language. This made 
the poster flexible as it could be adapted to the 

needs of the area it was going to. 
- Recruitment posters were less common in India, 

where the recruitment campaign was conducted 
differently.



Enlisting in the Empire

From 'The Statistics of the Military Effort of 
the British Empire during the Great War 1914-
1920':
•Britain: 5,000,000
•India: 1,440,437
•Canada: 628,964
•Australia: 412,953
•South Africa: 136,070
•New Zealand: 128,825
•Other colonies: 134,837
Even though most of the fighting happened in 
Europe, it's clear to see the impact of the war on 
people all over the world.

Discuss:
Why is it important to remember the soldiers 
of the empire who fought in WWI? 
Remember this was called a WORLD war.

This poster is appealing for people to enlist with 
the Quebec Rifles as part of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. It shows the four allies of 
Belgium, France, Russia and Britain and, despite 
the posters title, is encouraging people to join an 
international war effort and fight for universal 
values and causes.



As the war continued and more men took up jobs such as 
nursing on the Western Front and they were asked to 
support on the Home Front by taking up jobs in agriculture 
and industry. Recruitment posters were therefore 
targeted at them too. Women were not allowed to fight in 
the armed forces.

Posters asked women to join: 
• Land Girls (working on the farms)
• Munitions (weapon making)
• Transport –first female tram conductresses!
• W.A.A.C. (Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps)
• VAD (Voluntary Aid Detachment)

Discuss:
Why do you think that as the war continued, 
the government called upon women to take 
up these roles? 
What would women have thought of this?

Recruitment of women



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12WqvFPulqw

How does force 
recruitment 
propaganda 

differ today? 

Describe two things 
that are different 

about forces 
advertisements today. 

Explain two why force 
advertisements have 

changed. 

Which do you think is most successful? World 
War One propaganda or propaganda today? 

Explain two reasons for your answer. 



Have you met your outcomes today? 
What could you do to improve for next lesson?

GREENS List 3 things that are similar in propaganda posters and 
3 things that are different. 

Use evidence to explain two reasons why propaganda 
posters or Pal’s Battalions were more persuasive.  

YELLOWS Explain 3 reasons why propaganda posters use similar and 
different methods to convince people to join the army.

Compare sources to explain three reasons why propaganda 
posters or Pal’s Battalions were more persuasive.

BLUES Assess the effectiveness of three propaganda posters.

Assess the effectiveness of sources to explain three 
reasons why propaganda posters or Pal’s Battalions were 
more persuasive. 



Were the Pal’s Battalions more 
persuasive than propaganda posters?

Mostly 
notMostly

Definitely!
50/50

Not at 
all!


