
Revision quiz:

1. What was the major well known cause of the sinking of the Titanic? (1 point)

2. What company made the Titanic? (1 point)

3. Name the two types of auctions used by slave buyers. (2 points)

4. Name one abolitionist. (2 points)

5. Name 2 victims of Jack the Ripper. (2 points)

6. What is the difference between a witness and a victim? (3 points)

7. What is the name of the hat often worn by Jack the Ripper? (3 points)

8. Name two weapons used in the English Civil War. (4 points)

9. Which weapon was slow to fire and reload but was easy to train soldiers to 
use? (4 points)

10. Which weapon of the English Civil War was most effective and why? (4 points)

In full sentences 
answer enough 
questions to get 10 
points.

Challenge:  Aim for 
14 points!

Title: Why did the Titanic sink?



Title: Why did the Titanic sink?
Lesson objectives:

-Use evidence to suggest why the Titanic 
sunk.

-Rank the most important reasons why it 
sunk. 

Why do 
we 
remembe
r the 
Titanic?

GREENS Identify what reasons sources suggest 
the Titanic sank.

YELLOWS Explain what different reasons sources 
suggest the Titanic sank.

BLUES Assess which sources are most useful in 
providing reasons for why the Titanic 
sank.

Individual liberty, rule of law



Why did the Titanic sink?

What do you think went wrong?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywU3cahF9Uc







For each source write a sentence on your 
worksheet to explain who was to blame for the 
Titanic sinking.

E.g. Source A says that the Titanic only had 16 
lifeboats on board that would hold 1,708 and this 
was not enough so the company making the ship 
was to blame.

Struggling? Underline the main points of the 
source first on the sheet.

Challenge: Which group do you think were most 
to blame and why?
White Star Line (production of boat), 
Californian, Crew of Titanic (Captain Smith)

Super challenge: Which source do you think 
would be the most useful and why?
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Paragraph challenge:

“The Titanic sank because of the errors of the White Star 
Line in the construction of the Titanic.” How far do you 
agree with this statement?

1. I agree/disagree that the Titanic sank because of the 
errors of the White Star Line in the construction of 
the Titanic.

2. I know this because…

3. This meant that X was responsible for the sinking of 
the Titanic because…

4. Therefore, the Titanic sank because…

Complete 
sentences 1 and 2.

Complete sentences 
1, 2, 3 and 4.

Complete all 
sentences given, 
repeat 2 and 3.

Use template to 
create opposing 
argument.
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Peer assess
Read through your partners answer/worksheet. With a green pen use the following 
codes to mark your partners work. In green pen add a sentence to improve OR 
challenge their answer.

Code Meaning 

✔ Good idea.

✔✔ Excellent idea.

X Incorrect.

SU Sources used.

P Punctuation missing.

SP Spelling error.

EXP Explain this more.

I agree that the Titanic sank because of the errors of the White Star Line 
in the construction of the Titanic. ✔
I know this because Source M SU mentions problems in the building of 
the boat, including the rivets which used ‘sub- standard iron’ which 
meant that the impact split the boat, causing it to sink SU. This meant 
that the White Star Line was responsible for the sinking of the Titanic 
because it did not take car when commissioning the boat, or when 
building the boat, as it was in a hurry to complete the boat ✔✔
EXP. Due to the popularity of the boat and its promotion before it was 
completed, the company felt the need to speed up production to beat 
its competition. This meant that mistakes were made, just as Source M 
and Source I suggest, that caused it to sink in 1912. Therefore, the 
Titanic sank because of the White Star Line.


