
Look at this front page 
from am American 

newspaper on 
November 20th 1969.

What does it say 
happened in the article?

Why would this 
photograph have such 

an big impact?

How would this make 
normal Americans feel 

about the Vietnam war?



Why did Americans stop 
supporting the Vietnam 

War?

09/12/2020

Learning Outcomes:

- Examine photographs from the Vietnam war

- Analyse the effect they may have on people

- Make a judgment on how much they 
contributed to America losing the war.

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Public Opinion – What most 
people think about something.

The Media – Newspapers, TV 
shows, magazines, websites etc.

Why is it 
important 

that people 
support 

government 
action?

How did US opinion change?

Public protest against the war

This lesson:

Next lesson:

How did the Vietcong plan 
to win?

Previous lesson:



Photos from the war – 1962-1972 

You have a booklet with 10 photos from the Vietnam war.

Fill out your sheet, think about how people in American would react at seeing 
these photos.

Consider how it would change their opinion of the war – would they support it 
more or less? Why? 

CHALLENGE: When is the turning point of opinion? What year do you think 
most Americans stopped supporting the Vietnam War? Why that year?



Year What did they see? What would they think?

1962 US soldiers working 
together with South 
Vietnamese soldiers

The US was welcome 
and was providing useful 
help.

Public Reaction to the Vietnam War



What the people saw

1962

American 
soldiers train

and work
with South 
Vietnamese 

soldiers



What the people saw
1963

A Buddhist monk 
burns himself to 

death in the 
streets of 

Saigon, South 
Vietnam.

He is protesting 
the way the US 

and South 
Vietnamese 
government 

treated 
Buddhists.



What the people saw

1964

US soldiers 
arrive in 

Vietnam to 
fight for the 

first time.



What the people saw

1965

US soldiers 
advance

supported by 
helicopters.



What the people saw

1967

An American 
student 

protests the 
war in 

Vietnam.

She places a 
flower into the 
barrel of a rifle 
of an American 

soldier.



What the people saw

1968

A police chief 
working for 

the American 
backed 

government 
executes a Viet 

Cong fighter 
on the streets

of Saigon, 
South 

Vietnam.



What the people saw
1968

A photo taken 
outside a 

Vietnamese 
village called 
My Lai shows 
Vietnamese 
women and 

children 
murdered by 

American
soldiers.



What the people saw

1968

Celebrities like 
The Beatles 

member John 
Lennon and 
heavyweight 

boxer 
Muhammed 
Ali speak out 
against the 

Vietnam War



What the people saw

1970

During a protest 
in an American 

university against 
the Vietnam War, 
American soldiers 

open fire on 
student 

demonstrates. 

Four students are 
killed.



What the people saw

1972

Terrified 
children run 

away from their 
village

It has been 
destroyed the 

US army.

A nine year old 
girl is screaming 
because she has 
been covered in 

napalm. 

American 
soldiers ignore

her.



What were the consequences?

• The public were shocked at the violence of the war.

• People began to think that the US Government was wrong to interfere in Vietnam. 

• Many more people began to protest against the war – especially students. 

• Some people began to feel bad for the American soldiers in the war, others blamed them for 
being too violent.

• The public began to believe that the US government was not telling the truth about the war .

• The was a big split between people who supported the US Army and people who wanted the war 
to end. These two groups hated each other. 



GCSE Focus – Exam Question
Explain why the American public turned against the Vietnam War. 
(12 marks)

Write one paragraph that explains why newspapers and photographs helped 
to change public opinion against the Vietnam War.

One reason why the American public turned against the war was what they 
saw in the newspapers and on TV. For example…
When people saw this they thought… This led to…
Another thing people saw was… This caused….
As a result of seeing this people began to… The American government reacted 
by…



Why is it 
important 

that people 
support 

government 
action?
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