
What do you already know about the 
Titanic?

Complete the ‘what we know’ and ‘what 
we want to know’ columns on your sheet.

Challenge: Create a set of 
questions you want to know 
the answer to. Where could 
you find the answers?

STILL need some help? Ask yourself these 
questions to help you: WHAT happened? 
WHERE did it happen? WHO was involved? 
WAS everyone treated equally?

Title: Was the Titanic Unsinkable?
What we 

know

What we 

want to learn

What we 

have 

learned



Should you 
always 

believe what 
you read?

Research 
skills.

Title: Was the Titanic Unsinkable?

GREENS Identity which sources are 
most useful for showing 
why people thought the 
Titanic was unsinkable.

YELLOWS Explain why some sources 
claim the Titanic was 
unsinkable.

BLUES Assess which sources are 
the most reliable about the 
Titanic being unsinkable.

Lesson 
objectives:

-Use sources
to find out 
about life on 
board the 
Titanic. 

-Investigate 
what 
happened to 
the Titanic. 

Individual liberty



The bigger picture

Should you 
always 

believe what 
you read?

It could be argued 
that we should/ 

should not always 
believe what we 
read because…

I think we 
should/should not 
believe what we 
read because…

We should…

I believe it cos….

Key words:
Fake news, sources, author, provenance (when/where/why/what/who?), purpose, 
reliable, useful



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0L_2jKEbA4

GREENS Identify at least 5
detailed facts about the 
Titanic.

YELLOWS Describe at least 7 facts 
about the Titanic.

BLUES Describe the 7 most 
important facts about the 
Titanic. Why are these 
points important? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0L_2jKEbA4


GREENS Gather at least 3 more 
facts from others in the 
room.

YELLOWS Gather at least 5 more 
facts from others in the 
room.

BLUES See if you can get the 
most facts in the room. 
Try and gather unusual 
facts you think people 
won’t have.

2 minutes



TASKS:

1. Complete the table to analyse the sources.

2. Which of the sources are most useful for 

backing the White Star Line’s claim that 

Titanic was unsinkable was what people 

believed? (give reason[s] for your answer).

3. Which of the sources are most reliable for 

backing the view that the White Star Line 

advertised Titanic was unsinkable? (give 

reason[s] for your answer).

Need help?
When working out if a source is 
reliable or not think about WHO 
made it; WHEN they made it and 

WHY they made it.

Challenge: Which sources are the most reliable – those 
supporting the view that it was what people believed, or those 
supporting the view that the White Star Line advertised Titanic 
as unsinkable?



What we 

know

What we 

want to 

learn

What we 

have 

learned

Complete the ‘what we 
have learned’ column on 

your sheet.



You  have 30 seconds to come up 

with one sentence that summarises 

what you have learnt today’s lesson.


