


Title: What was the structure of the 
trench system?

• Lesson 
objectives:

-Identify what the 
trench structures 
of a trench.  

-Describe the 
main features of 
the trench system.

-Use evidence to 
suggest what 
problems soldiers 
might face in 
trenches.

GREENS Label a diagram of a trench. Identify ways trenches 
protected soldiers. Predict what life would be like in a 
trench. 

YELLOWS Label and describe a diagram of a trench.  Describe 
ways trenches were defended. Predict what life would 
be life for soldiers in the trenches. 

BLUES Label and explain the parts of a trench. Explain why 
trenches were easy to defend and hard to attack. 
Predict how life would differ for soldiers in the 
trenches.

How has 
warfare 
changed today?
How has 
medicine 
progressed 
today?

Mutual respect, 
tolerance



Why was the war fought in trenches?

• One of the reasons why the war lasted so long was 
the trenches.

• Both sides dug ditches to protect themselves. 

• At first these were just random ditches, but it soon 
became clear that the soldiers would be in them for 
some time. They got reinforced and became 
trenches.

• They became organised into a deadly defensive line 
that stretched across Europe.

• Trenches were easy to defend but very difficult 
to attack. Because of this the war was a stalemate.



Label the Diagram
Parapet
Barbed Wire
Ammunition Ledge
Fire Step

Dug Out
Duckboards
Sandbags

Read the information and label as many 
parts of the trench diagram as you can. 

Read the information and label the
diagram. In another colour add details 
about each part of the trench. What was 
it? What did it do?

BEFORE reading the information, see if 
you can label the diagram given to you. 
What do you think each part of the 
trench was used for? Once you have read 
the information, judge the strengths and 
weaknesses of the trench.



Label the Diagram

Parapet

Dug Out

Barbed Wire

Ammunition 
LedgeFire 

Step

Duckboards

Sandbags



Title: What was the structure of the 
trench system?

• Lesson 
objectives:

-Identify what the 
trench structures 
of a trench.  

-Describe the 
main features of 
the trench system.

-Use evidence to 
suggest what 
problems soldiers 
might face in 
trenches.

GREENS Label a diagram of a trench. Identify ways trenches 
protected soldiers. Predict what life would be like in a 
trench. 

YELLOWS Label and describe a diagram of a trench.  Describe 
ways trenches were defended. Predict what life would 
be life for soldiers in the trenches. 

BLUES Label and explain the parts of a trench. Explain why 
trenches were easy to defend and hard to attack. 
Predict how life would differ for soldiers in the 
trenches.

How has 
warfare 
changed today?
How has 
medicine 
progressed 
today?

Mutual respect, 
tolerance



What makes the 
trenches so easy 
to defend, and so 

difficult to 
attack?



No Mans 
Land

Front Line

Support

Reserve Photograph 
taken from 

a plane 
during 
WW1

Enemy 
Trenches 

Write a short 
paragraph that 
explains why 

trenches were 
used in WW1

Challenge:

What features 
make the Trench 
difficult to attack?





Life in the trenches

Next lesson we are going to 
look at life in the trenches. 
With your partner speculate 
what life might be like.

Think about your daily 
routine.

Think about the problems 
soldiers would face.

Think about how soldiers 
lives would differ in parts 
of the trenches.

Make a spider diagram with your 
partner!

2 minutes




