
Brains in Gear

In the backs of your books:

List as many JIM CROW LAWS
as you can remember from last 

lesson

CHALLENGE:
Explain why they were they called “Jim Crow” laws.



How did Rosa Parks 
change America?

09/12/2020

Learning Outcomes:

• I can recall three ways Rosa Parks changed 
America

• I can explain how Rosa Parks changed America

• I can analyse to what extent Rosa Parks changed 
America and explain my own opinion

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Boycott – When you don’t use a 
business because you disagree 
with its values.

Supreme Court – The top court in 
America that decides what is and 
isn’t law

What effect 
can one 

person have?

Rosa Parks

Martin Luther King

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Jim Crow Laws

Previous lesson:



On your whiteboards write anything you can
about:

Rosa Parks
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Information Match Activity

You have six pictures and six 
pieces of information. 

Match the correct information to 
the correct picture. 

Extension: 
Write a seventh sentence explaining 
what you think happened next.

Correct order:

B   F   A   D   C   E 
Title: How did Rosa Parks change America?
LO: To investigate the significance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Segregation – When black and white people are 
separated 

Boycott – When you don’t go to a shop because 
you disagree with it.

Supreme Court – The top court in America that 
decides what is and isn’t law

3:00



Think Pair Share

How do you think people reacted to the 
Supreme Court decision to end 

segregation on the busses?

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960End1234567891011121314151617181920 End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930

Title: How did Rosa Parks change America?
LO: To investigate the significance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.



What did she change?

On your sheet you have 12 boxes that 
show things that did or didn’t change 
after Rosa Parks made her stand.

Colour them in two different colours:

One colour for evidence that shows 
she made a difference.
Another colour for evidence that 
shows nothing changed

Title: How did Rosa Parks change America?
LO: To investigate the significance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Extension: 
Overall, did Rosa Parks have a big 
impact on America and black rights? 
Why / why not?

Civil Rights Movement– The organised opposition 
to racism

KKK– Violent white racists who hurt black people
Desegregation – When the government said black 

and white people can’t be separated any more

5:00







On your whiteboards…

What is the most significant consequence of Rosa 
Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Title: How did Rosa Parks change America?
LO: To investigate the significance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.



“Rosa Parks was responsible for the start of the Civil Rights Movement in 
America” How far do you agree? (16 marks+4 SPAG)

Title: How did Rosa Parks change America?
LO: To investigate the significance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

TIP: Include these second order 
concept phrases:

…this was caused by…
…a consequence of this was…

…was significant because…
…showed a change because...

…showed continuity because…
…this was typical for… 
…this was unusual…

It can be argued that she was responsible, for example 
because of Rosa Parks… (use a concept sentence)… This 
shows she is responsible because…Another example of 
how she was responsible is… (concept sentence… This 
again clearly shows how responsible she is because….

It can also be argued that… 

In my overall opinion I think that… Despite the fact 
that… You can clearly see why… Therefore… 



On your whiteboards write one sentence on:

Why should Rosa Parks be remembered 
today?

Title: How did Rosa Parks change America?
LO: To investigate the significance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.





In 1955 busses were segregated, 
meaning that white people sat at the 
front and black people sat at the back.

One day a bus driver told Rosa Parks
to stand up to let a white person sit 
down. She refused to move.

She was arrested by the police and 
fined $14. She refused to pay saying 
the law was illegal.

Eventually the Supreme Court in 
America declared the bus segregation 
illegal. Black people could now sit 
wherever they wanted!

The boycott lasted for 381 days! The 
bus companies lost lots of money 
because 60-70% of their customers 
were black. 

The whole black community in her 
town of Montgomery supported 
her. They boycotted the busses and 
got around by other methods



Letter: ____ Letter: ____ Letter: ____

Letter: ____ Letter: ____ Letter: ____



In 1950s America there was a lot of problems with racism. Lots of parts of society were 
segregated. This means that white people and black people had to stay apart. For 
example, on the bus there were different seats for black and white people. 
Rosa Parks was a black woman who is famous for standing up to this system. She was 
on her way home from work when the bus filled up with people. The bus driver told 
her and some other black passengers to stand up and let the white passengers sit 
down. She refused to stand up. The bus driver called the police and she was arrested.
Rosa was charged with breaking a segregation law and was told to pay a fine of $10. 
She refused to pay, however, saying that she was not guilty and that the law was illegal. 
That night a number of African-American leaders got together and decided to boycott 
the city buses. This meant that Africans would no longer ride the buses. One of these 
leaders was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. He became the president of the Montgomery 
Improvement Association which helped to lead the boycott. 
It wasn't easy for people to boycott the buses as many African-Americans didn't have 
cars. They had to walk to work or get a ride in a carpool. Many people couldn't go into 
town to buy things. However, they stuck together in order to make a statement. The 
boycott continued for 381 days! The bus companies hated this because 60-70% of their 
customers were black and they weren't making any money. Finally, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that the segregation laws in Alabama were unconstitutional.
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