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Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:

-Describe what the Magna Carta was. 

-Explain why King John signed the Magna 

Carta. 

Fundamental British Values: 

Democracy & Rule of Law. 

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Ideology = a system of ideas 

or beliefs

Nationalism = Support for 

and pride in your country 

above others.

How does 

the Magna 

Carta 

compare to 

Parliament 

today?

Magna Carta

The Black Death

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Presentations

Previous lesson:



Who was King John?

Try get as 
many 5 
letter 

words as 
possible.

Try get as 
many 6 
letter 

words as 
possible.

Try get as 
many 7 
letter 

words as 
possible.

CHALLENGE: 
Do you think 
this is fair 

representation 
of King John?

King John was a famous English king from 1200 

AD. He has gone down in history as one of 

England’s most evil kings.

Watch the following videos and write down as 

many A-Z words as you can that describe his 

personality, characteristics and behaviour.

Robin Hood (1973) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGzaqEtJCok

Robin Hood (2010)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTvu8CBwO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTvu8CBwOdI


Why did the Barons get fed up with King 
John?

England in 1200 AD was controlled by the King, who was helped 
by his barons. These were powerful, rich landowners who 
supported the King by paying him tax and providing him with 
soldiers.

King John had a terrible relationship with his barons, and 
unfortunately this caused him all sorts of problems.

• Read the story of King John (L4 Magna Carta)

• In your own words give 7 reasons why the Barons got fed up 
with him



When John became King in 1119, he had a rival for power. Some of the Barons 
in France wanted his nephew Arthur to become King. John captured Arthur, 

many people including the Barons, think that John murdered him and threw his 
body in a River. 

John divorced his wife and married a rich French girl called Isabella. Isabella 
had promised to marry a French Baron. The French Baron was very angry at 

John for stealing his fiancée. The other Barons and the King of France took the 
French Baron’s side and invaded John’s land. John lost. This is why he got the 

nickname ‘Soft Sword’. 

John asked the Barons for help in winning the land back. They said no because 
they did not trust him. They did not like the way that he made important 

decisions without them. 

John needed an army so he raised taxes to pay for one. He charged the Barons 
who had refused to fight for him huge amounts of tax. They were angry about 

this. They thought that it was unfair.

John was very interested in law and sometimes worked as a judge, he also 
travelled around the country checking that the Barons were keeping the law. 

The Barons did not liked being checked up on.

John started to dislike the Barons, instead he trusted soldiers that were paid to 
fight for him. He gave one of these soldiers three castles in Bristol, Gloucester 

and Hereford, taking them from the English Barons. 

In 1214 John decided it was time to try and get his land back, he made an 
alliance (joined teams) with the Emperor of Germany. John did not ask the 

Barons for their advice and went ahead with the war without their support. He 
lost and had to pay £80,000 compensation. The Barons were very angry. 
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By 1215 the Barons have had 
enough! What should they do?

a) Go to war against John and create a 
Civil War (2 sides in the same country)

b) Try to get the King to change?



King John and the Barons

In January ____ the Barons arranged to meet the King. They 

demanded that he must c_____ the way that he r______ the 

country. John agreed to the meeting in A______, but then did 

not turn up!

It looked as though a C______ War was going to start 

between John but some Barons convinced the King to talk. 

They met at R___________ near W_______ Castle in J_____

John agreed to some rules about how the country should be 

ruled. These rules were written down in a charter known as the 

M_______ C______ or G________ C___________.

The Magna Carta contained ____ rules or clauses as they were 

known that John had to p___________ to keep.

Magna Carta

chang

e

promis

e

ruled Runnymede

June 1215 Civil 63

April Great Charter Windsor



The Magna Carta
I King John accept that I have to run my country 

according to the law. I promise:
1. Not to interfere with the church

2. Not to imprison barons and nobles without trial

3. That trials will be held quickly and fairly

4. To stop unfair taxes

5. That I will not ask for extra taxes

6. To let merchants travel around the country to buy and sell 

without having to pay large taxes

7. To let 25 Barons make sure that I keep this charter. I will allow 

them to take action against me if it is broken. They may take 

my castles and lands. They will not attack the King, Queen or 

his children.

Answer the questions in full sentences in your book:
1) Why do you think John had to promise not to interfere with the church?

(Look back at your story)
2) Why do you think John had to agree to clause 3?

3) Which of the clauses (promises) do you think would have annoyed John the 
most? Why?



What happened next?…

• John never intended to keep his promises. He really did not like the final 
promise because he believed that nobody could tell the King what to do.

• He had only agreed to the Magna Carta to win time to build up an army to fight 
the Barons

• Even the Pope was on John’s side after he lied and told the Pope the Baron’s had 
forced him to sign it!

• A Civil War began in 1216 (the Baron’s VS. the King).
• John led his army through his enemies lands burning and destroying whatever he 

could.
• John got ill with infectious diarrhoea
• Then, whilst he was ill he tried to take a short cut across a stretch of water and 

quick sand. Just a few days later he died from his illness and injuries in October 
1216.

• His son Henry II became King.  

Why did the Magna Carta not solve the problems between the King and 
the Barons?

Why do you think the Barons went to war in 1216 and not in 1214?



After researching the Magna Carta…

Do you think this 
is an accurate 

representation of 
King John?

CHALLENGE: 
Which word most 

accurately 
describes King 
John and why?

Step 8: 
I can say why 

some 
interpretations of 

the past are 
better or worse 

than others. 

Step 5: 
I can say why 

there are 
different 

interpretations of 
the past. 
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