
Brain in Gear 

Assassinations

Define an assassination (1 point)

Describe 2 features of the murder of Thomas Becket (1 point) 

Explain people to blame for the death of Thomas Becket (2 points)

Explain two reasons America lost the Vietnam War (2 points)

Describe two differences in American and Vietnamese tactics (2 
points)

Explain one important event in the Civil Rights Movement (3 points)
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Title: Ra-Ra-Rasputin: How evil was 
the holy man?

Describe who Rasputin was.
Explain why Rasputin was killed.

Assess whether you believe Rasputin was evil and 
needed to be killed.

Use sources to describe Rasputin.
Use research to investigate how Rasputin died.
Write a newspaper telling the story of who Rasputin was and 
decide if he was evil.
Use sources to explain who Rasputin was.
Use research to investigate how and why Rasputin died.
Write a newspaper telling the story of who Rasputin was and 
explain if people thought he was evil.
Use sources to explain why Rasputin was important.
Use research to investigate how and why Rasputin died and 
explain the impact of this.
Write a newspaper telling the story of who Rasputin was and 
assess if you agree that people thought he was evil.

What 
motivates 

assassination
?

Rule of law/ Tolerance of others



Assassination 2:

Who?
When?

Assassination 1:
Who?

When?

Assassination 3:

Who?

When?

Assassination 4:

Who?
When?

Assassination 5:

Who?
When?

Assassination 6:

Who?

When?



Start of lesson assassination 1:
Context:

End of lesson 1:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 4:
Context:

End of lesson 4:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 2:
Context:

End of lesson 2:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 3:
Context:

End of lesson 3:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 5:
Context:

End of lesson 5:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 6:
Context:

End of lesson 6:
What I have learned:



Assassination 2: Context
• The assassination of Grigori 

Rasputin took place during the 
last years of the Russian 
Tsarist regime. After a horrific 
period fighting and failing in 
WWI (1914-1917) Russia had 
enough of its failing king and 
faced years of chaos followed 
by two revolutions (Feb and Oct 
1917).

• At this time Rasputin was closely 
linked to the tsar and tsarina, 
and his reputation as a mad 
mystic made him a target for 
those wanting to force change in 
Russia.

Assassination 2:

Who? Rasputin 
in  Yusupov 
Palace, St 
Petersburg, 
Russia
When? Dec 
1916

Tsar/Tsarina: Russian version of king/queen.



In a recent documentary he 
was described as one of the 

most evil men in history. What 
could Rasputin have done to 

deserve this reputation?



What can you see 
in this source?

Why would the 
Tsar (king, seen 

on the left) 
dislike this 

image? 

Could the image 
cause any 

problems for the 
Tsar?

Reproduced with the kind permission of the David King Collection, London
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Information collection: You will need this later!

The 
assassination 
of Rasputin

Who was he?
What did people think of him?

How did he help the Tsar and Tsarina?
How was he 
assassinated?

Identify at least 2 facts for each of these points.
Describe each point using at least 2 specific facts.
Give as much detail as you can for each of these points: also 
consider the impact of his assassination on Russia at the time.



Grigori Rasputin is 
remembered as a mystical 
and evil man. He was close 
to the Tsar and particularly 
the Tsarina as he seemed 

to have a healing power on 
her son, Alexis, who was a 

haemophiliac.  

Who was he?



Haemophiliacs have problems 
with stopping bleeding once it 

starts, which means any sort of 
cut is a danger. But Rasputin, on 
a number of occasions, was said 
to have stopped Alexis’ bleeding 
and calmed him down during fits. 

The Tsarina trusted him 
greatly because of this, giving 
him much influence in the royal 

family, the church and in politics.

Most Russians, however, hated him. He was renowned for
being a drunk, sexual predator, who was practicing dark
powers on the royal family.

What did people think of him?

How did he help the Tsar and Tsarina?



Fearful of Rasputin’s growing 
power (among other things, it was 

believed by some that he was 
plotting to make a separate peace 

with the Germans), a group of 
nobles, led by Prince Felix 

Youssupov, the husband of the 
tsar’s niece, and Grand Duke 

Dmitri Pavlovich, Nicholas’s first 
cousin, lured Rasputin to 

Youssupov Palace on the night of 
December 29, 1916.

What did people think of him?

How was he 
assassinated?



First, Rasputin’s would-be killers gave 
the monk food and wine laced with 

cyanide. When he failed to react to the 
poison, they shot him at close range, 
leaving him for dead. A short time 
later, however, Rasputin revived and 
attempted to escape from the palace 

grounds, whereupon his assailants shot 
him again and beat him viciously.
Finally, they bound Rasputin, still 

miraculously alive, and tossed him into a 
freezing river. His body was discovered 

several days later and the two main 
conspirators, Youssupov and Pavlovich 

were exiled.

How was he assassinated?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiSdTQ9DW9g

INTERPRETATIONS OF RASPUTIN

A SONG....

Listen to the song and annotate it with your 
thoughts. What is the song saying about 
Rasputin? 

Is the song positive/negative towards 
Rasputin? Why? Highlight lyrics from the 
song to show this.

Can you use this song as an interpretation of 
Rasputin? Highlight parts of the song you can 
use and the parts you do not trust. Challenge: How useful is a song 

as a source for an enquiry? Is 
it reliable? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiSdTQ9DW9g


True or False?

1. Rasputin was a monk who apparently had 
healing powers.

2. The Tsarina hated Rasputin.
3. Rasputin helped treat the Tsar who had 

haemophilia.
4. Rasputin was loved by everyone.
5. Rasputin’s assassination took multiple 

attempts because he would not die.
6. Rasputin’s death had a great impact on 

Russia.
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Rasputin: The headlines
You are writing a newspaper article for a modern 
day audience. These people have never heard of 
Rasputin nor have they heard of his death.

You must write a newspaper article to entertain 
them. It must include:
A paragraph overview of who Rasputin was.
The story of his assassination.
A comment on what the Russian people thought of 
him.
A comment on why the assassination was important. 
A judgement on whether Rasputin was evil or not.
Challenge: Create a cartoon of Rasputin. Exaggerate 
him to show what people thought of him.
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Post-it vote
Was Rasputin really evil? Did he deserve this?

Yes NoSomewhat

Make sure your post-it have evidence to support you argument on!



Start of lesson 
assassination 2:
Context:

End of lesson 2:
What I have learned:

One sentence to sum 
up what you have 
learned.
One sentence with at 
least 1 key fact about 
what you have learned.
One sentence about 
what you have learned 
and one question you 
now have.

Challenge: Why is this 
assassination 
important to study 
now?
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