
Cause

Consequence

Nationalism

Imperialism

Alliances

A union or friendship formed 
for mutual benefit (both 
countries get something from
it).
A person/thing that makes 
something happen.
A plan to increase the empire of 
a country – to take over other 
countries usually with force.
A result or effect of something.

Support of the independence of 
your own country/love for your 
own country.

Match the word to the definition.
Challenge: If you think you’ve matched them all, draw a picture to help you remember the 
definition of each word.
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Title: Who’s murder led to the 
start of WWI?

Identify whose murder ‘triggered’ WWI.
Explain why this person was murdered.

Assess the consequences of this persons assassination.

Use sources to identify who was murdered at the start of WWI.
Investigate sources and a video to explain why this person was murdered.
Apply knowledge to explain a consequence of this assassination.

Use sources to describe who was murdered at the start of WWI.
Investigate sources and a video to explain why nationalism led to this 
persons murder.
Apply knowledge to explain two consequences of this assassination.
Use sources to describe the importance of who was murdered at the start 
of WWI.
Investigate sources and a video to assess which factor led to the murder 
of this person.
Apply knowledge to explain the main consequence of this assassination.

What impact 
can an 

assassination 
have?

Rule of law
Individual liberty- nationalism



YEAR 9… YOUR MISSION IS TO DISCOVER 
THE MYSTERY SURROUNDING ONE MAN, ONE 

WEAPON AND ONE WAR.



THE MANY ALLIANCES OF EUROPE 1914 
WHAT COULD BE AN ISSUE OF THIS?



Assassination 2:

Who?
When?

Assassination 1:
Who?

When?

Assassination 3:

Who?

When?

Assassination 4:

Who?
When?

Assassination 5:

Who?
When?

Assassination 6:

Who?

When?



Start of lesson assassination 1:
Context:

End of lesson 1:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 4:
Context:

End of lesson 4:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 2:
Context:

End of lesson 2:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 3:
Context:

End of lesson 3:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 5:
Context:

End of lesson 5:
What I have learned:

Start of lesson assassination 6:
Context:

End of lesson 6:
What I have learned:



Assassination 3: Context
• This assassination took place during 

the build up to WWI. Before this, 
Germany had become a new unified 
country (from 1871) and was building 
itself up to challenge the world for 
leadership.

• ????? was a leader from Austria-
Hungary whose country had 
previously controlled large areas of 
Europe in the Ottoman Empire. It 
had problems with nationalism in 
Serbia and Bosnia as both countries 
fought for their independence from 
Austria-Hungary.

Assassination 3:

Who? 

When? June 
1914

Nationalism: usually a hope for freedom and 
independence for your own country.



YOUR INVESTIGATION
• You will be given a set of clues 

to discover what has happened.
• You need to fill in the table in 

your investigation groups.
• Have a look at the clues and 

see what you can *decipher 
from them

• Work within your groups –
LOW level discussion

USE THE PROMPT QUESTIONS TO HELP YOU FILL IN YOUR TABLE

Once you have filled in the table, make sure 
that you write the conclusion. Try to use 
quotes, assess the evidence for reliability 

and use your own knowledge.
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Days That Shook the 
World: 

The Assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

As we watch the video, 
you will need to make 

notes on the key 
information.

Remember, our focus is 
on the causes of the 
First World War.

youtube.com/watch?v=OfO7TduevHA

Collect at least 3 facts about the IMPACT of the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

Collect at least 5 facts about the IMPACT of the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

Collect at least 5 facts about the IMPACT of the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. Explain 

why it was important to WWI.



Title: Who’s murder led to the 
start of WWI?

Identify whose murder ‘triggered’ WWI.
Explain why this person was murdered.

Assess the consequences of this persons assassination.

Use sources to identify who was murdered at the start of WWI.
Investigate sources and a video to explain why this person was murdered.
Apply knowledge to explain a consequence of this assassination.

Use sources to describe who was murdered at the start of WWI.
Investigate sources and a video to explain why nationalism led to this 
persons murder.
Apply knowledge to explain two consequences of this assassination.
Use sources to describe the importance of who was murdered at the start 
of WWI.
Investigate sources and a video to assess which factor led to the murder 
of this person.
Apply knowledge to explain the main consequence of this assassination.

What impact 
can an 

assassination 
have?

Rule of law
Individual liberty- nationalism



Explain two consequences of the assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand (1914) (8 marks)

One consequence of…was…
It changed things because…

Another consequence of…was…
It changed things because…

Words I could use are…
Change, effect, difference, consequence, result, 
impact

Struggling? 

Think about ALLIANCES

Think about NATIONALISM

Think about reactions in Austria-Hungary

Think about reactions in Germany 

Think about increasing tensions



WWW EBI

• Good use of one clear 
consequence 

• Good use of two clear 
consequences 

• Good evidence used to 
support each consequence

• Good discussion of the 
reaction to the event

• Good explanation of how 
this changed things in 
Europe

• Good explanation of why 
this event was important.

• Good use of concept terms 
(as a result, 
consequently…)

• Choose a clearer 
consequence e.g. trigger 
alliances

• Identify another 
consequence of the event

• Explain why this 
consequence was important

• Discuss the reaction to the 
event in different 
countries

• Explain why this event was 
important at the time

• Include more concept 
terms (as a result, 
consequently…)

Explain two consequences of the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1914) (8 marks)

One consequence of the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the triggering 
of the alliance system.
It changed things because, although the 
alliance system, containing the Triple Alliance 
(Germany/Austria-Hungary/Italy) and the 
Triple Entente (France/ Britain/Russia), 
existed for many years, there had been little 
need for them. Once Austria-Hungary 
threatened Serbia, Russia’s involvement to 
support Serbia in the ultimatum triggered 
Germany’s to come to the aid of Austria-
Hungary, which in turn brought the alliances 
into play in Europe. As a result, this tension led 
to the outbreak of a World War.



Start of lesson 
assassination 3:
Context:

End of lesson 3:
What I have learned:

One sentence to sum 
up what you have 
learned.
One sentence with at 
least 1 key fact about 
what you have learned.
One sentence about 
what you have learned 
and one question you 
now have.

Challenge: Why is this 
assassination 
important to study 
now?
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