
Weimar Assessment 1

Treaty of Versailles –

Land –Key areas lost included: Alsace and 
Lorraine, given to France; Posen and West Prussia 
to Poland; German port of Danzig made 
international city; Saar coalfields output given to 
France for 15 years; lost all 11 colonies in Africa.
Army – The army was limited to 100,000 men, the 
navy limited. Germany was also not allowed an air 
force, and the Rhineland was demilitarised.
Money – Germany was ordered to pay reparations 
of £6.6 billion in 1921.
Blame –In this treaty the Germans had to accept 
full responsibility- blame- for starting WWI in 
article 231.
Germany called the treaty the diktat, meaning it 
was forced on the people of Germany. Critics 
began using the theory of the ‘stab in the back’ 
(Dolchstoss).

Key problems

The Weimar Republic was created at a 
time of confusion and chaos after 
Germany had lost the World War One. 
Many people felt that Germany had 
received a very harsh deal in the Treaty 
of Versailles and they resented the 
government for signing it and agreeing 
to its conditions.

The Weimar Republic faced violent 
uprisings from various groups, not to 
mention devastating economic problems.
Germany between 1918 and 1919 was in 
chaos. People were starving, the Kaiser 
had fled and people hated the 
government for signing the armistice in 
November 1918 - they called them 
the November criminals. Bands of 
soldiers called Freikorps refused to 
disband and formed private armies. It 
was not a good start for the Republic.

There was continuous violence and 
unrest:
In March 1920, there was a rebellion -
the Kapp Putsch - that aimed to set up a 
new government as the rebels were 
angry at them for signing the Treaty of 
Versailles.
Nationalist terror groups assassinated 
356 government politicians.
Many of the people in Germany 
were communists, who wanted to bring in 
a Russian-style communist government. 
There were a number of communist 
uprisings. For instance, in 1919 the 
Spartacists rebelled in Berlin.The Weimar government's main crisis occurred 

in 1923, when the Germans failed to make 
a reparations payment on time, which set off a 
train of events that included:
• a French invasion of the Ruhr
• a general strike
• runaway inflation - hyperinflation
• a number of communist rebellions
• an attempted Nazi putsch in Munich

July 1919 
Weimar 
Republic 
starts.

11th November 
1918 Kaiser 
Abdicates 

28th June 1919 
Treaty of 
Versailles

German 
Communist 
Party (KPD) set 
up Dec 1918

4th January 1919 Spartacist 
Revolt- Ebert sacked chief of 
police in Berlin popular with 
workers so they protested

16th January 
1919 
Spartacist 
Revolt put 
down by 
Freikorps

March 1920 
Freikorps out 
of control 
leads to  Kapp
Putsch 

January 1923 
French occupy 
German Ruhr

Nov 1923 
hyperinflation 
peaking

Moving forward- Stresemann!
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4. Describe 2 problems with the Weimar constitution.

7. D
escribe two the role of the Chancellor in 

the W
eim

ar Republic.

10. Explain the Kapp Putsch. 
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