
1. What is a 
pattern?

dateBrain in Gear

2. What other 
subjects use the 
word pattern? 
Explain your 
answer.

3. Explain 
where you have 
seen a pattern 
before. 

4. What jobs 
may follow a 
pattern?  
Explain your 
answer.  
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• Have a look at this painting. Does it make 
your eyes feel funny? Describe what you 
see happening



Bridget Riley
1931-pRESENT

Bridget Riley CBE is an 
English painter who is still 
alive today. When she first 
exhibited her black and 
white abstract paintings in 
the 1960s, people were 
amazed at how they 
seemed to move. It was 
like she was painting with 
electricity and the 
patterns were live wires!

This style of painting is known as op art. Op 
artists put colours, shapes and patterns 
together in clever ways to create an optical 
illusion. This can make an image look like 
its moving!



Learning Focus:

✓To understand what a pattern is and how to 
create one 

✓ To be creative
Outcome: 
✓ To know the 4 different pattern types
✓ To be able to create your own pattern

Create



Key words: pattern   regular    irregular    symmetrical 
Tessellating 

Lesson 8 Starter

✓ Draw your own sweet inspired pattern in the space below
✓ Be creative and make your design bold and colourful 

Main activity

Keyword: A pattern is a shape, design or motif that repeats itself

There are different types of patterns. 

IRREGULAR PATTERNS:
The shapes still repeat but 
can be different sizes or in 
different places

SYMMETRICAL PATTERN :
If you put a mirror on a shape or 

pattern it looks exactly the same 
on both sides

REGULAR PATTERNS: 
Shapes are the same size 
and repeated in the same 
place.

TESSALLATING PATTERN :
A pattern made of identical 
shapes: The shapes must fit 
together without any gaps

✓ Use coloured pencils to add colour to your patterns.



Maurits. C. Escher
1898-1972

Maurits Cornelis Escher 
was a Dutch graphic 
artist who made 
mathematically inspired 
woodcuts and 
lithographs. These 
processes result in 
hiswork being mono-
chrome (one 
colour/black and white).

He is known for creating unusual views of everyday 
objects and settings. His illustrations show spaces and 
scenes that would be impossible in real life. They also 
feature unexpected changes of one object into 
another. This is sometimes done by cleverly using 
tessellating patterns.



What type of pattern are these?
How do they transform from one pattern to another?



Sweet Patterns 



Main Activity 

• Create your own sweet inspired repeat pattern

• Use tracing paper to ensure sweets are the same

• Be careful to evenly space your sweets

• Make your design bright and colourful 


