
In the back of your books, write a list of 
all the gender stereotypes you can think 

of, there are some below to get you 
started. 

•Gentle
•Emotional
•Compassionate
•Talkative

•Tough
•Rational
•Assertive
•Strong

Why is it 
wrong to 

stereotype?



Gender Prejudice and Discrimination

4 Describe the difference between gender prejudice and discrimination.

5 Explain why Christianity is opposed to gender discrimination.

6-7 Evaluate whether Christians are doing enough to combat gender 
discrimination.

8-9 Debate whether Christianity is partially to blame for gender 
discrimination or not.

Learning Focus: 

To understand the meaning of gender prejudice and 
discrimination, and why Christians oppose them.

Tuesday, 15 December 2020



Galatians – “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

Create a statement declaring that all Christians should 
work for Gender Equality in all fields of the world, you 

must refer to Galatians in your testimonial.



Key Words

What do these words actually mean? 
Is there a difference? Use a dictionary if you get stuck!

• Prejudice –

• Discrimination –

• Stereotype -

Means to pre-judge someone before you know them.

Means to act on your pre-judgement, i.e. To treat 
someone differently.

Assuming that all people in a certain group behave in 
the same way.



The Law in the UK

• Married Women’s Property Act 1882 – before 
this, women had no legal identity, and their 
money and possessions were automatically 
passed to her husband the day they married.

• In more recent times, the Sex Discrimination Act 
and Equality Act, actually make it illegal to 
discriminate against someone because of their 
gender – some people still experience it 
unfortunately.

The Rule of 
Law



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dDrwcWqpP4&list=PLD3B4758F0A958040


Female Priests

• In 2014, the Church of England allowed women to be 
ordained in to the Priesthood.

• It was felt that women had other skills they could offer 
within a Church, such as; different skills to offer their 
congregation, a certain sensitivity to deal with pastoral 
issues, a better relation to other women in the Church.

• Catholic Churches do not ordain women, and many 
Catholic women are campaigning against this.

• The Catholic Church feels as though women were not 
given the authority to be leaders in Church by God, as 
Jesus chose 12 men to be his disciples.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dDrwcWqpP4&list=PLD3B4758F0A958040


Wedding Vows

• For many years, Christian wedding vows have said that 
a husband must ‘love and cherish’ his wife. Whereas a 
wife must ‘love, cherish and obey’ her husband.

• In 2006, the Church issued a report on how it could 
tackle issues of domestic violence, as not to appear to 
condone abusive relationships.

• Vows were published which then left out the word 
‘obey’.

• However, in many wedding ceremonies, the bride is 
still ‘given away’ by her Father to her Husband, what 
issues does this raise? Make a note.



Christian Aid
• An international charity that works in over 50 countries, one of 

their main aims is to achieve gender equality.
• This is because they believe that the main cause of poverty is the 

abuse of power, the most unfair abuses of power are between men 
& women.

• “We cannot stamp out poverty without addressing the fundamental 
inequality between the sexes”

• Gender inequality goes against Human Rights
• Gender inequality affects men more than women as in many 

societies, boys are considered to be more important than girls –
which sometimes leads to the deliberate killing of baby girls.

• Christian Aid work closely with families, communities, the Church 
and other faith groups and the government to help achieve equality 
amongst the sexes.

• Many Christians donate money to this charity, and also volunteer 
for them.



Tearfund

• Tearfund is another Christian charity which works 
with religious and non-religious people.

• They run campaigns for gender equality
• They recognise equal worth of men & women, 

and are sensitive to gender issues.
• Tearfund believe they should follow Jesus’ 

example.
• Something that Tearfund have already achieved is 

‘Restored’ which is a campaign which works with 
Churches to raise awareness to violence against 
women.



Why are Christians against gender 
discrimination?

Find up to 3 quotes from the Bible (from last lesson, use your worksheet) which 
support gender equality.

4 Find one quote, and describe what you think it means with regards to 
supporting gender equality.

5 Find two quotes, and explain which one supports gender equality the 
most.

6-7 Find two quotes, and explain which one supports gender equality the 
most – then try to counter argue it.

8-9 Find two quotes, and explain which one supports gender equality the 
most – then try to counter argue it.
Once you have finished, have a go at an extension question!



Why are Christians against 
gender discrimination?

St Paul: “There is no 
male or female, for 
you are all one in 

Jesus Christ.”

Jesus healed a sick 
woman who was 

outcast by her 
community.

Jesus treated both 
genders with 

equality and respect.

Women were with 
Jesus at his death 
and resurrection. 

God created 
everyone equally in 

his own image.

Honour your father 
AND mother.



Extension Questions

1. Should women have the same leadership roles 
as men within the Church?

2. Why do Christians denominations disagree over 
the role of women in Church?

3. Is feminism anti-religion?
4. Why might some people say that Christianity has 

‘a lot to answer for’ in terms of gender 
discrimination?

5. What reasons might there be for women being 
more religious than men? Do you think this is 
true?



The Vicar of Dibley

Watch the first episode of The Vicar 
of Dibley and see how the local 

community react to the proposal of a 
female priest, write their reactions 

down.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dDrwcWqpP4&list=PLD3B4758F0A958040
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