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Christian Views on Contraception 

Learning Focus: To explore Christian 
attitudes towards contraception.
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Religious Ideas about Contraception
Grade Learning Outcomes

I can use my own knowledge to make a 
prediction about Christian views on 
contraception

I can use my own knowledge to make a 
reasonable prediction about Christian views on 
contraception

I can use my own knowledge to make an 
accurate prediction about Christian views on 
contraception



 Think about the ways that 
contraception work…

 Do you think this will 
influence religious views 
on the use of 
contraception?
I think the way that  

contraception works will/will 
not have an influence on 
religious views because…

Time to make 
a prediction!

http://www.lkrs.lincolnshire.nhs.uk/HPAC/ViewBigImage.jsp?image=uploads/hplincoln/image/TP12002big.png&dsn=hplincoln&id=86291&pageNo=null&pageShow=null&titles=null&referrer=http://www.lkrs.lincolnshire.nhs.uk/HPAC/MoreDetails.jsp?id=86291&dsn=hplincoln&subjectId=41&referrer=http://www.lkrs.lincolnshire.nhs.uk/HPAC/BrowseSearch.jsp?subjectId=41&typeId=TP&submit=true&sort=dater&page=2


Why use contraception?

EXTENSION
 Do you think the reasons people have for using contraception might 

have any influence on religious views on the use of contraception?
 I think the reasons people have for using contraception will/will 

not have an influence on religious views because…

Time to make 
a prediction!

Number the reasons in order or importance with 1 being most 
important and 10 being least important.

Consider themselves too young 
or too old to have a baby

Don’t want to pass on a genetically 
inherited disease/condition

Want to plan when they have a 
baby

Don’t feel they could cope with a 
child financially or emotionally

Want to avoid sexually 
transmitted infections

Don’t want to give up their lifestyle

Pregnancy would be harmful to 
the mother

Have enough children already

Are not in a stable relationship Don’t want to be responsible for a 
new life



Create a table in your book. 

Protestant Anglican Catholics

Note down all their arguments
At the end you will colour code whether they 
are for or against the use of contraception



Religious attitudes - Protestants
For most of the last 2000 years all Christian churches 

have been against artificial birth control.

 Protestant attitudes to birth control began to change in the 
19th century as theologians became more willing to accept 
that morality should come from the conscience of each 
individual rather than from outside teachings.

 Instead of seeing sex as something rather dangerous, many 
Christians began to regard sex as one of God's great gifts.

 Sex was a force that could preserve the institution of 
marriage if couples didn't feel threatened by the possibility of 
having children they could not support.

 Protestant churches concluded that as the use of birth control 
often led to stronger families and better marriages.



Religious attitudes - Anglicans

 Anglicans were the first church to issue a 
statement in favor of contraception, which they 
did at the Lambeth Conference in 1930 by a 
majority of 193 to 67.

 Anglicans permit artificial birth control to 
some extent.



 The Church forbids sex outside marriage, so its 
teachings about birth control should be understood in 
the context of husband and wife.

 contraception is "intrinsically evil" in itself, regardless 
of the consequences. Catholics are only permitted to 
use natural methods of birth control.

 What is morally wrong is using such things with the 
intention of preventing conception. 

 The Natural Method is acceptable as it is practicing 
the mechanism that God designed it remains open to 
the creation of life.

Religious attitudes - Catholics



 The Church teaches that using artificial 
contraception is wrong because:

 it is against 'natural law' 
 it breaks the natural connection between the 

procreative purposes of sex 
 it turns sex into a non-marital act 
 it gives human beings the power to decide when a 

new life should begin - that power belongs to God 
 it leads to widespread immorality 
 it damages the institution of marriage 
 it reduces male respect for women 
 it gives human beings the idea that they can have 

complete power over the body



Task



Religious Ideas about Contraception
Grade Learning Outcomes

I can use my own knowledge to make a prediction 
about Christian views on contraception
I can use my own knowledge to make a reasonable 
prediction about Christian views on contraception
I can use my own knowledge to make an accurate 
prediction about Christian views on contraception

Copy & complete the sentence.
My predictions were right/wrong because…



(d) “Christians should not use 
contraception.”

Evaluate this statement, considering 
arguments for and against. 
In your response you should:
• Refer to Christian teaching
• Refer to non-religious points of view
• Reach a justified conclusion 

(12)

• Success 
Criteria; 
have you…

• Use the 
writing 
frame?

• Given 
examples?

• Explained 
their 
reasons?

• Written in 
PEAL 
paragraphs?

• Finished in 
the time set?

• Used correct 
SPaG?

• Included a 
religious 
view? 

You can only get half marks if 
you don’t give a balanced 

argument or you don’t give a 
religious view. 

You can’t get above 10 marks if you don’t 
come to a conclusion

P E A L



Religious Ideas about Contraception
Grade Learning Outcomes

I can use my own knowledge to make a prediction 
about Christian views on contraception

I can use my own knowledge to make a reasonable 
prediction about Christian views on contraception

I can use my own knowledge to make an accurate 
prediction about Christian views on contraception
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