
Brain in Gear 

Cold War 
Quick 6!

Who led the October Revolution?(1 point)

How did the October Revolution end? (1 point) 

What was released to the public by accident that upset people in April 1917 (2 
points)

What did Kornilov try to do in August 1917 that fails? (2 points)

Define Bolsheviks and Mensheviks (3 points)

Why do you think the October revolution was more successful than the 
February Revolution? (4 points)
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Title: Why was the October 
Revolution successful?

Explain reasons why the October Revolution was successful.

Categorise the reasons why the October Revolution was successful.
Assess the main reason that led to the success of the Bolshevik revolution. 

Identify 3 reasons why the revolution was successful.
Use sources to describe the main reasons why the revolution was a success.
Describe what a source says was the reason for the success of the revolution.

Describe 3 reasons why the revolution was successful.
Use sources to explain with own knowledge the main reasons why the revolution 
was a success.
Explain what a source says was the reason for the success of the revolution.

Explain at least 3 reasons why the revolution was successful.
Use sources to assess using your own knowledge the main reasons why the 
revolution was a success.
Assess whether you agree with what a source says was the reason for the success of 
the revolution.

Why do 
revolutions 
sometimes 
succeed? Democracy- a 

new system of 
power!
Individual 
liberty/rule of 
law

B-



Why do you think the 
revolution succeeded?

Reasons for 
success

With your partner think about WHY the revolution succeeded.
Write down as many reasons as you can.
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Remember for a source to be 
trustworthy it must be from a reliable 
provenance.

Who made it?
When?
Why did they make it?
What does it say?
Can you trust it?
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How useful is Source A for an enquiry into the 
Bolshevik seize of power?

Source E: A scene from Sergei Eisenstein’s film October which shows a re-
enactment of the Bolsheviks storming the winter palace. The film was made in 
the Soviet Union in 1927 to show how the Bolsheviks were the reason for the 
success of the revolution and was approved by the Communist government.

What does the source show was the reason for 
Bolshevik success in October? Use details to help you.

Do you agree with how the source shows the 
revolution? Explain using evidence.

Would everyone agree with this source? Why might 
they disagree? Use evidence to support this.

Challenge: Why might someone question how reliable 
the source is? Explain using provenance.

Provenance: This is all about the source. Who made it? When was it made? Why was it made? What source is it? When 
was it made?
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How useful is Source A for an enquiry into the 
Bolshevik seize of power?

The source is useful for an enquiry into the Bolshevik seizing of 
power because it shows…

I know this is useful because I know that…

However, some historians might say…

This source is/is not reliable because…

Overall, I believe this source is partially/somewhat/fully useful for 
an enquiry into the Bolshevik seizing of power because…



How useful is Source A for an enquiry into the 
Bolshevik seize of power?

Source A is useful for an enquiry into the Bolshevik seizing 
of power because it shows that the Bolsheviks took the 
Winter Palace, where the Provisional Government were 
working. I know this is useful because I know that the 
Bolsheviks did do this in October 1917 to remove them 
from power and bring peace, bread and a promise of land 
to the Russian people. However, some historians might say 
this source is not accurate as it is exaggerated, and that the 
Bolsheviks were successful in this because of the weakness 
of the Provisional Government, who were unprepared for 
the small number of Bolsheviks who walked into the 
Winter Palace and arrested them. This source is/is not 
reliable because it was made as propaganda by the 
Bolshevik’s after the fall of the Provisional Government so 
exaggerates what happened to show strength of the party 
to the world. Overall, I believe this source is partially useful 
for an enquiry into the Bolshevik seizing of power because
it depicts the real events but in an exaggerated manner.

Check list:

 Included a detail from the source (This 
source shows…)

 Included evidence to support the 
source (I know that…)

 Included a comment on the 
provenance of the source (This source 
is reliable because…)

 Given a judgement on the source

Challenge:
 Discussed whether all historians 

would agree with this source?
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Source E: A scene from Sergei Eisenstein’s film October which shows a re-
enactment of the Bolsheviks storming the winter palace. The film was made in 
the Soviet Union in 1927 to show how the Bolsheviks were the reason for the 
success of the revolution and was approved by the Communist government.

Provenance: This is all about the source. Who made it? When was it made? Why was it made? What source is it? When 
was it made?

How useful is Source A for an enquiry into the 
Bolshevik seize of power?

Peer assess:
Follow the checklist and see what they have 
included. If you think they have then highlight 
where the different parts are.

Challenge: Improve their answer by adding 
something they have missed. Use the example 
the help you.
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