
In the back of your books think of as many ways 
that…

…slaves could resist their masters…

…as you can!

Challenge: Which method of resistance do you think 
would be the riskiest and why?

Resist 
means to 
go against/ 
defy the 
orders of 
someone.



How were slaves punished? Did they 
ever resist slavery?

Learning Objectives:
-Describe the punishments slaves received.

-Explain the impact slave resistance had. 

ALL FBV (or lack of!)

How can we 
‘resist’ the 
government 
today? 



• Poisoning the masters
• Arson – setting fire to the master’s house
• Working slowly
• Running away
• Injuring plantation animals
• Pretending to be mad
• Messing up jobs
• Rebelling and taking weapons to fight the slave owners
• Stealing from the master
• Breaking tools
• Faking illness
• Answering back to the owners
• Learning to read and write (It was illegal to teach a slave)



What is the difference between these two types of resistance:

Pretending to be ill

Poisoning your master

This is PASSIVE 
resistance

This is ACTIVE 
resistance

Write definitions in your book for ACTIVE 
and PASSIVE resistance

CHALLENGE: Draw a 
picture to represent each.

Passive resistance is not physically resisting the owner but by defying 
them in some non-violent, non-confrontational way. 

Active resistance is when a slave physically defies his owner, or which 
creates risk of bodily harm to another person.
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1) Finish this table
2) Challenge in your book

Active Resistance Passive Resistance
Escape – This would cost the slave owners 

money and time.

CHALLENGE: “Slaves who tried passive resistance 
were cowards” Do you agree? Why / why not?



• Poisoning the masters
• Arson – setting fire to the master’s house
• Working slowly
• Running away
• Injuring plantation animals
• Pretending to be mad
• Messing up jobs
• Rebelling and taking weapons to fight the slave owners
• Stealing from the master
• Breaking tools
• Faking illness
• Answering back to the owners
• Learning to read and write (It was illegal to teach a slave)



How were slaves punished? Did they 
ever resist slavery?

Learning Objectives:
-Describe the punishments slaves received.

-Explain the impact slave resistance had. 

ALL FBV (or lack of!)

How can we 
‘resist’ the 
government 
today? 



Escape Poison their 
owner

Working 
really slow

Breaking 
tools

Learning to 
read and 
write

Pretending not 
to understand

Pretending 
to be ill Stealing

Fight the 
masters



But what punishments would they face?

List as many punishments as 
you hear.

Describe what punishment was 
for given and for what crime.

Explain which punishments 
were the harshest and which 
were the least harsh.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zn64q6f

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zn64q6f


Start the discussion:
• I believe that slaves were punished...
• In my opinion slaves were punished...
• One argument may be that slaves were punished...
• I’d like to make the point that slaves were punished…

Agree:
• I support your point because…
• Your opinion is reasonable because...
• I agree with your statement because...
• Your argument is a valid one because...

Build:
• Building on what... said...
• In addition to ...’s statement...
• I agree with your point, but should add that…
• Your argument is a good one, however it needs...

Challenge:
• This opinion could be questioned because…
• My own view is contrasting with yours because...
• I would like to challenge your argument because...
• I disagree with your statement for a number of reasons...

“Slave resistance was worth it as they had few 
punishments that worked.”



What would you do?

How well have you been 
listening and learning?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kitchener-Britons.jpg


If you were a slave what was your best chance 
of freedom?

Work hard and hope you master gives you your freedom

Runaway to Canada where Slavery is illegal

Sabotage machinery, work slowly and fake illness as a form of 
resistance

Armed resistance! Get hold of weapons burn and loot 
properties. 
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If you decided to work hard and earn 
your freedom what peaceful resistance 
is possible?

Sing about their sorrows

Speak in their native language

Try negotiate with their master

The practice  of religion
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What do you think the reaction of a plantation owner 
would have been to sabotage/faking illness or laziness?

They whipped slaves as they were annoyed that their slaves were 
not working at their most productive pace.

They are so outraged that they kill their slave.

They are happy to negotiate as a happy workforce is a productive 
one. 

This form of resistance went unaware. 
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Runaway slaves faced what problems?

They did not know the geography or the language of their land. 

If caught they were severely punished. 

Slaves did not know who to trust. 

Rewards meant they were often handed in. 
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Rebellions were...

The best option as they resulted in your freedom

always successful

A sensible option as if it failed it brought light punishment

Dangerous as failure resulted in harsh punishment. 
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How were slaves punished? Did they 
ever resist slavery?

Learning Objectives:
-Describe the punishments slaves received.

-Explain the impact slave resistance had. 

ALL FBV (or lack of!)

How can we 
‘resist’ the 
government 
today? 



Plenary:
Rank these means of resistance in 

order of HOW DAMAGING they were 
to the plantation owners.

Explain your number 1 choice.

CHALLENGE: Explain your number 9 
choice.

SUPER CHALLENGE: Re-rank them in 
order of which ones you would be 
willing to do – Write on in different 

colour
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Escape: 
Costs 
owner

Poison their 
owner: Costs 
owner health 
or life!

Working 
really 
slow: Less 
work, less 
profit

Breaking 
tools: 
Wastes 
time, costs 
owner

Learning to 
read and 
write: 
Knowledge 
is power!

Pretending not 
to understand: 
Wastes time, 
costs owner

Pretending 
to be ill: 
Wastes 
time, costs 
owner

Stealing: 
Costs 
owner

Fight the 
masters: 
Kills many 
masters and 
their families
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