
Zain Bhikha is a South-African singer/songwriter who performs Islamic 
songs.

Read the lyrics of his song ‘can’t take it with you’ – and answer the 
questions on the reverse of the sheet, starting on RED.

v Which of the 5 Pillars of 
Islam do you think Zain is 

referring to?

What does that Pillar 
instruct Muslims to do?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvYEOb7xiTM


What is the significance of Zakah?

Tuesday, 20 October 2020

1-3 Describe what Zakah is.

4-5 Explain why Zakah is important.

6-7 Explore the differences between Zakah & Khums.

8-9 Evaluate the benefits and drawbacks of Zakah.

Learning Focus: 

To understand the significance and purpose of Zakah.



Zakah
Zakah is the third Pillar of Islam, it is the annual tax on a Muslim's 
wealth.

Although it is assumed that Muslims must pay 2.5% of their earnings to 
charity.

Obviously poor Muslims do not have to pay Zakah. They must have a 
minimum amount of money before they have to pay. 

Many Muslims pay Zakah straight to charities such as 'Islamic Relief' or 
'Muslim Aid'.

Special Zakahs are paid during Id-ul-Fitr (currently £4 per family 
member) - again to remember those currently going without food etc. 
(Sawm).

Zakah means purification. Islam teaches that wealth can be evil and can 
cut people off from God, but if Muslims pay Zakah, they purify the 
wealth that they keep.
Muslims also believe that they will be rewarded for being charitable in 
heaven.

It also benefits the Ummah (the Muslim brotherhood) as they feel like 
they belong and are contributing to Islam as a whole.

Why might this 
instruction be in 

place?

Can you recall 
what these 

organisations are 
and what they 

do?

How might 
wealth bring 

about evil, can 
you think of 
examples?



Khums
This is for Shi'a Muslims only. It is a special tax of 1/5 of the profit of a 
business. It is paid at the beginning of the financial year, therefore it is 
also paid annually.

Shi'a lawyers say that 20% of any profit a business makes must be 
paid:
• Half of the money (10%) goes to charity (poor, orphans, homeless)
• The other half of the money (10%) goes to religious causes 

(descendants of Muhammad's cousin - Imams, lawyers & scholars)
This is because Shi'a Muslims believe that these people will spend the 
money wisely on the needs of the Muslim community.

It has huge benefit to others, such as; building learning centres for 
Shi'a education, publishing books to spread the word of Shi'a Islam 
etc.

It is a way of looking after Allah's gifts; IE the true descendants of 
Muhammad, making sure they are properly cared for.

It is mentioned in the Qur'an! As it gives special recognition to Prophet 
Muhammad and his family, so this is where the money should go!

What is khums
apart of?

How does 
this make it 
valid for Shia 
Muslims?



Debate

It should be up to 
the government, 

not individuals, to 
take care of the 

less fortunate. Do 
you agree?

Should Muslims 
have to give the 
same percentage 
or same amount? 

Why?

Zakah and Khums
will never solve 
the problem of 
poverty. Do you 

agree?



This is just one example of the many Zakat & Khums ‘apps’ which are available for 
Apple & Android phones.

Does an app take away the thought process behind giving to charity?

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiogpXdvZLSAhUBfxoKHfMHDZEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.quranreading.com/blog/the-zakat-calculator-app-know-how-to-calculate-total-zakat/&psig=AFQjCNE4yFeuh5-EXQMxYP_TjS48Ho8fGQ&ust=1487261133513771


Sources of Authority
Source of Authority: What I think it means: Does it relate to Zakah/Khums or 

both?

“And to know that out of all 
the booty you may acquire, 
a fifth share is assigned to 

Allah, the Messenger and to 
near relatives, orphans and 

the needy.”

“They ask thee what they 
should spend in charity. Say, 
‘whatever ye spend, that is 

good’.”

“Alms are for the poor and 
needy, and those employed 

to administer the funds.”



Create an advert for TV in the UK informing people 
about the importance of donating a percentage of their 
savings. You must include where this money goes and 

how it has an impact.



Plenary

• Without peeking in your books...
• Complete the table in front of you, whatever 

you can’t answer is the bit you need to revise!

How much is 
given?

Who gives 
it?

Who 
receives it?

Why is it 
given?

Zakah

Khums
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