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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 1 

Mastery Content: 

• There was both disease and crime in Victorian London. 

• Cholera killed a lot of people in Victorian London. 

• John Snow used scientific methods to investigate a series of deaths in Soho. 

• The Metropolitan Police was founded in 1829. 

• The Metropolitan Police expanded with London’s population in the Victorian 

era. 

Name: 

 

Crime: 

Name: 

 

Crime: 

Do Now 

The characters below all appear in ‘Oliver Twist’. Name them and explain their crime. 

    

  

   

 

     

Extension: How was each character caught and what was their punishment? 

            ______

            ______

            ______

            ______

            ______

            ______ 

 Name: 

 

Crime: 
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Recap: Victorian London 

Complete the table below detailing what you remember about Victorian London. 

Use these headings to help you 

Buildings  
 

Industry There were advances in science and technology. This made 

London a wealthy city. 
 

The River Thames  
 

Population  
 

Health and disease  
 

Rich and poor There was a big difference between the difficult lives the 

poor led, and the more luxurious lives of the rich. 
 

 

  

In this unit of work, we are going to study a character called Sherlock Holmes. He is a 

detective in Victorian London. This is also where Oliver Twist was set. 
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  We know that Victorian London suffered from lots of disease.  

Many people died because of the terrible conditions they lived in and because they drank 

water from the Thames, which also acted as a giant sewer for faeces. 

One of the most deadly killers of the time was caused by an infection called cholera. 

A scientist named John Snow decided to investigate how cholera was spread, and how it 

came to kill so many people. 

 

John Snow and cholera 

In 1854, a major outbreak of cholera struck Soho in central London. You may 

recognise this area from the map – along the top is Oxford Circus, which is a famous 

shopping location today. The area is now known for its theatres, restaurants and 

nightlife.  

At the time, people believed that cholera was spread through the air. John Snow 

didn’t think this. He decided to investigate the deaths in the area. He decided to plot 

all of the cholera deaths on a map of the area. 

There was no plumbing in houses at the time. People had to go to their local water 

pump to get water. These pumps are highlighted in yellow on this map.  

On the map, every little black bar represents one death at the address. For example, 

there were five cholera deaths at the workhouse on Poland Street.  

Have a look at this map. What conclusions can you draw?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for as many clues as you can to help you make some conclusions about 

cholera and how it is spread. 

Also think about what recommendations you would make. 
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Task: John Snow found that people using the Broad Street pump to get their water 

were dying of cholera.  

What does this tell you about how cholera is spread? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What recommendations would you make? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It wasn’t just the deaths near the pump that interested John Snow. 

He also investigated the deaths that occurred away from the Broad Street pump. 

This transcript below starts by explaining John Snow’s investigation into a death in 

Hampstead, which is 4 miles away from Soho. 

Task: Read the transcript from the audio clip and answer the questions that follow. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What recommendations would you make? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was remarkable was the way John Snow approached this 

outbreak in a scientific way right from the start. 

He looked for outliers. The cholera outbreak was partly solved by 

Snow having the brilliant intuition to focus on the people that didn’t 

fit in.  

For instance, there was a woman who was a widow. Her husband 

had made a type of explosive on Broadwick Street in Soho. When 

he died, the firm carried on, but she had enough money to move 

up to Hampstead. Even though she had moved to a healthy part of 

London, she missed the water from Soho. So, her sons sent a big 

flagon of the water up to Hampstead every day. Tragically, she was 

the only case of cholera in Hampstead. 

This shows the brilliance of Snow. We would take this way of thinking 

for granted today since we’ve had Sherlock Holmes and other 

detectives, but remember when Snow was looking into the 

outbreak, he didn’t have any of these ways of working. He had to 

figure them out for himself. 

 

 

outliers – unusual 

examples 

intuition – 

instinctive feeling, 

insight 

 

 

 

 

flagon – cask / 

barrel 
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Comprehension: Answer the following questions in full sentences. 

1. What are outlying cases (or anomalies)? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did the woman living in Hampstead die? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Which character from fiction is John Snow compared to? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do you think John Snow is compared to this character? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Who did John Snow write to? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why did John Snow shut the Broad Street pump? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What recommendations would you make? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task: Write a paragraph to answer the question. 

What made John Snow a good detective? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

_ 



6 
 

 

The Police in Victorian London 

Before the police 

Before 1829, there was no proper police force in England. If someone wanted to 

investigate a crime or find a criminal, they would have to do it themselves or pay 

someone to do it for them. If there was a big problem with crime, then the army 

could be called up to help. 

By 1829, this system just wasn’t working, particularly in London. London was such a 

big place and so many crimes were being committed, that people realised there 

needed to be a better way of investigating and preventing crime.   

The Metropolitan Police – the first proper police force 

In 1829, a politician called Sir Robert Peel came up with the idea of the Metropolitan 

Police, which would be a police force for London. The Metropolitan Police would be 

made up of paid police officers who would work together and follow rules about 

how they could investigate crime.  

People were worried that the police would act like the army. To help make people 

feel better about the new police force, their uniform was deliberately made in blue, 

rather than red which was then an army colour. Police officers were only armed with 

a wooden truncheon. They also had a rattle which they used to attract attention 

and help.  

London and the Police Force grow and grow 

Over time, the Metropolitan Police became bigger and more important. They were 

set up in 1829, not long before ‘Oliver Twist’ was written. At this time, the 

Metropolitan Police had just 1,000 officers. By 1885 they had grown to have 13,000 

officers. The police were still stretched though, as over the same period of time, the 

population of London had exploded from around 1.5 million to over 5 million.  

Crime in Victorian London 

Even though London now had a police force, people could still get away with 

crime. In 1888, people from across London were horrified by the Whitechapel 

murders, when eleven women were killed gruesomely in east London from 1888 to 

1891. The police investigated this crime, but despite all their efforts, the killer – known 

as Jack the Ripper – was never caught, and the murder cases remain unsolved to 

this day. 

 

 

 

 

John Snow wasn’t the only person completing investigations in Victorian London. Let’s 

find out some more about Victorian London by reading about the police force. 

_ 
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Task: Using full sentences, answer the following questions about the police in Victorian 

London. 

1. How were crimes investigated before 1829?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did London need a police force in 1829? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Why were some people worried about the introduction of a police force?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was the population of London in 1885? How many police officers were 

there?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Why do you think that crime in London increased as the population 

increased? Give as many reasons as you can. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) Science began to play a larger role in life in Victorian London. 

b) Scientific methods began to improve in Victorian London.  

c) It was impossible to explain strange examples of cholera. 

d) John Snow is a fictional character. 

e) The Metropolitan Police was established in 1885. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 2 

Mastery Content: 

• Magazines that are published regularly are called periodicals 

• The Sherlock Holmes stories were published in The Strand, a periodical 

• The Sherlock Holmes stories were written by Arthur Conan Doyle, a trained 

doctor 

• Sherlock Holmes has a sidekick called Doctor Watson 

• Doctor Watson has moved to London 

Do Now: Last lesson we met a person called John Snow. What can you remember about him 

and his work? 

Use the images to help you 

 

             ______

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: John Snow was compared to a famous detective. Who is this detective and what do 

you already know about him? 

            ______

            ______

            ______ 

 
Victorian London wasn’t all disease and crime!  

People, like today, wanted to be entertained.  

A great source of entertainment were periodical magazines. 
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Vocabulary: Periodicals 

• Periodicals are books, magazines or other 

entertainment that are released on a regular basis. 

We still have them today. 

• In Victorian Britain, periodical magazines were very 

popular. They were popular for men and women, 

rich and poor.  

• There were dozens of different types of periodical 

magazines containing short stories, long stories 

published over a series of months (like Oliver Twist), 

features, articles, advertisements and illustrations.  

 

 

 

 

Task: Answer the following questions in full sentences. 

1. Why do you think periodicals were so popular in Victorian Britain? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you think would have made a periodical popular and successful? 

 

The Strand Magazine was a very popular 

periodical in Victorian Britain. 

It became popular because of a character who 

became very famous, and who is very famous 

today:  Sherlock Holmes. 
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Arthur Conan Doyle 

• Sherlock Holmes was written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

• Arthur Conan Doyle was a trained doctor. 

• Arthur Conan Doyle published his stories every month in the Strand magazine. 

• Arthur Conan Doyle was inspired to create the character Sherlock Holmes by a 

scientist called Professor Johnathon Bell.  

• Conan Doyle admired how Professor Bell worked methodically and scientifically 

to solve problems.  

• In 1892, Conan Doyle wrote to Professor Bell, “It is most certainly to you that I 

owe Sherlock Holmes.” 

To find out more about Arthur Conan Doyle in a rare video interview, follow the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWjgt9PzYEM&feature=youtu.be&t=36s 

Vocabulary: Narrative Voice 

Narrative voice is the perspective a story is told from. 

The writer chooses a narrative voice carefully, as it can have an important effect on 

the story and the reader’s response. 

 

 

Main Task: You will be reading and answering questions on an extract from the 

Sherlock Holmes story, ‘A Study in Scarlet’. 

 

Dr Watson in ‘A Study in Scarlet’ 

One of the most famous parts of the Sherlock Holmes stories is the sidekick, Doctor 

John Watson. 

All of the stories within The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes collection are told in a first-

person narrative from the point of view of Dr. Watson. 

 

We first meet him in a story called ‘A Study in Scarlet’. 

Here is a little bit of background information: 

Doctor Watson is a doctor and assistant surgeon in the British Army. He has been 

involved in fighting with the army in India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. He has been 

injured, and has returned home to England to recover in hospital. After this, he leaves 

the hospital and decides to move to London. 

 

We are now going to read an extract from ‘A Study in Scarlet’. When we have finished, 

you will answer three questions about Doctor Watson. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWjgt9PzYEM&feature=youtu.be&t=36s
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  Main Task: You are now going to read an extract from ‘A Study in Scarlet’. When you 

have finished, you will answer three questions about Doctor Watson. 

 

 

 

Answer the questions below in full sentences, using the original text to help you. 

1. Where does Doctor Watson decide to live when he returns to England? 

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What kind of life does he lead? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why does he decide to move from the hotel on the Strand? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: What about this story would have appealed to readers of the periodical, 

The Strand? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements are correct? 

a) The Strand is a Victorian novel. 

b) Sherlock Holmes and John Snow worked together. 

c) Dr Watson is a detective. 

d) Sherlock Holmes and Professor Bell worked together. 

e) Arthur Conan Doyle was a doctor. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 3 

Mastery Content: 

• Sherlock Holmes and Watson meet 

• Holmes is able to make deductions very quickly 

• Holmes and Watson move in to Baker Street 

• Holmes works as a consulting detective 

Do Now: Last lesson we met Doctor Watson. What can you remember about him? 

 

            ______

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Even though the stories are named after Sherlock Holmes, they are told from Dr 

Watson’s perspective. Why do you think this is?  

            ______

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In this lesson, Doctor Watson meets Sherlock Holmes for the first time. 

Doctor Watson’s friend, Stamford, takes him to meet his friend, Sherlock Holmes.  

Holmes is also looking for a place to live. The passage we are going to read starts with 

a description of Holmes's workplace – a laboratory.  
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Reading: In the passage below, Doctor Watson’s friend, Stamford, takes him to meet 

his friend, Sherlock Holmes. Holmes is also looking for a place to live. The passage we 

are going to read starts with a description of Holmes's workplace – a laboratory.  

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was a lofty chamber, lined and littered with countless bottles. 

Broad, low tables were scattered about, which bristled with retorts, 

test-tubes, and little Bunsen lamps, with their blue flickering flames. 

There was only one student in the room, who was bending over a 

distant table absorbed in his work. At the sound of our steps he 

glanced round and sprang to his feet with a cry of pleasure. "I've 

found it! I've found it," he shouted to my companion, running 

towards us with a test-tube in his hand. "I have found a re-agent 

which is precipitated by haemoglobin, and by nothing else." Had he 

discovered a gold mine, greater delight could not have shone 

upon his features. 

"Dr. Watson, Mr. Sherlock Holmes," said Stamford, introducing us. 

"How are you?" he said cordially, gripping my hand with a strength 

for which I should hardly have given him credit. "You have been in 

Afghanistan, I perceive." 

"How on earth did you know that?" I asked in astonishment. 

"Never mind," said he, chuckling to himself. He held out his hand, 

and I noticed that it was all mottled over with pieces of plaster, and 

discoloured with strong acids. 

"We came here on business," said Stamford, sitting down on a high 

three-legged stool, and pushing another one in my direction with his 

foot. "My friend here wants to take diggings, and as you were 

complaining that you could get no one to go halves with you, I 

thought that I had better bring you together." 

Sherlock Holmes seemed delighted at the idea of sharing his rooms 

with me. "I have my eye on a suite in Baker Street," he said, "which 

would suit us down to the ground. You don't mind the smell of strong 

tobacco, I hope?" 

"I always smoke 'ship's' myself," I answered. 

"That's good enough. I generally have chemicals about, and 

occasionally do experiments. Would that annoy you?"  

"By no means." 

 

 

 

 

 

lofty – high ceilings 

retorts – scientific 

devices 

  

 

companion - friend 

precipitated – 

brought out 

haemoglobin – red 

blood cells 

  

cordially – politely  

 

 

mottled – covered in 

parts 

  

  

  

  

suite – set of rooms  

  

  

‘ship’s’ – a brand of 

smoking tobacco 

 

True or False? 

1. Holmes is unsure about moving in with someone he has just met. ___________________ 

2. Holmes does experiments at home. ___________________ 
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  "Let me see—what are my other shortcomings. I get in the dumps at 

times, and don't open my mouth for days on end. You must not 

think I am sulky when I do that. Just let me alone, and I'll soon be 

right. What have you to confess now? It's just as well for two fellows 

to know the worst of one another before they begin to live 

together." 

I laughed at this cross-examination. "I keep a bull pup," I said, "and I 

object to rows because my nerves are shaken, and I get up at all 

sorts of ungodly hours, and I am extremely lazy. I have another set 

of vices when I'm well, but those are the principal ones at present." 

"Do you include violin-playing in your category of rows?" he asked, 

anxiously. 

"It depends on the player," I answered. "A well-played violin is a 

treat for the gods—a badly-played one——" 

"Oh, that's all right," he cried, with a merry laugh. "I think we may 

consider the thing as settled—that is, if the rooms are agreeable to 

you."  

"When shall we see them?" 

"Call for me here at noon to-morrow, and we'll go together and 

settle everything," he answered. 

"All right—noon exactly," said I, shaking his hand. 

We left him working among his chemicals, and we walked together 

towards my hotel. 

"By the way," I asked suddenly, stopping and turning upon Stamford, 

"how the deuce did he know that I had come from Afghanistan?" 

My companion smiled an enigmatical smile. "That's just his little 

peculiarity," he said. "A good many people have wanted to know 

how he finds things out." 

"Oh! a mystery is it?" I cried, rubbing my hands. "This is very piquant. I 

am much obliged to you for bringing us together. 'The proper study 

of mankind is man,' you know." 

"You must study him, then," Stamford said, as he bade me good-

bye. "You'll find him a knotty problem, though. I'll wager he learns 

more about you than you about him. Good-bye." 

"Good-bye," I answered, and strolled on to my hotel, considerably 

interested in my new acquaintance. 

 

 

 

Reading: Watson and Sherlock continue to discuss living together. In this passage, 

Sherlock tells Watson about his habits  

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fellows – people 

  

 

 

 

rows – arguments 

vices – bad habits  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

enigmatical – 

mysterious  

piquant – interesting 
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Comprehension: True or False? 

1. Sherlock Holmes is a doctor.  ___________________ 

2. Someone had already told Holmes that Dr. Watson had been in Afghanistan. ___ 

3. Holmes can get depressed sometimes. ___________________ 

4. Holmes is a bad violin player. ___________________ 

5. Lots of people find Holmes to be a strange and interesting person. ____________ 

We are going to read about Holmes and Watson moving in together.  

Before we read, let’s look at an important piece of vocabulary: deduction.  

 

Vocabulary: Deduction 

Deduction – the process of reaching a decision by looking at the facts that are known. 

For example: John Snow was able to deduce that the Broad Street 

pump was the source of the cholera outbreak. 

 

 

What could someone deduce about you by looking at your  

bedroom? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now going to read the first section detailing Holmes and Watson moving in together. 

After reading, be prepared to answer these questions: 

1. Watson describes how Holmes has regular habits. What are Holmes’s habits? 

2. What does Holmes look like? 

3. How does Watson describe Holmes’s mind? 

 

You can highlight and make notes on your extract as you read. 
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  WE met next day as he had arranged, and inspected the rooms at 

No. 221B Baker Street, of which he had spoken at our meeting. So 

desirable in every way were the apartments, and so moderate did 

the terms seem when divided between us, that the bargain was 

concluded upon the spot, and we at once entered into possession.  

Holmes was certainly not a difficult man to live with. He was quiet in 

his ways, and his habits were regular. It was rare for him to be up 

after ten at night, and he had invariably breakfasted and gone out 

before I rose in the morning. Sometimes he spent his day at the 

chemical laboratory, sometimes in the dissecting-rooms, and 

occasionally in long walks, which appeared to take him into the 

lowest portions of the City. Nothing could exceed his energy when 

the working fit was upon him; but now and again a reaction would 

seize him, and for days on end he would lie upon the sofa in the 

sitting-room, hardly uttering a word or moving a muscle from 

morning to night. On these occasions I have noticed such a 

dreamy, vacant expression in his eyes, that I might have suspected 

him of being addicted to the use of some narcotic, had not the 

temperance and cleanliness of his whole life forbidden such a 

notion. 

As the weeks went by, my interest in him and my curiosity as to his 

aims in life, gradually deepened and increased. His very person and 

appearance were such as to strike the attention of the most casual 

observer. In height he was rather over six feet, and so excessively 

lean that he seemed to be considerably taller. His eyes were sharp 

and piercing, save during those intervals of torpor to which I have 

alluded; and his thin, hawk-like nose gave his whole expression an 

air of alertness and decision. His chin, too, had the prominence and 

squareness which mark the man of determination. His hands were 

invariably blotted with ink and stained with chemicals, yet he was 

possessed of extraordinary delicacy of touch, as I frequently had 

occasion to observe when I watched him manipulating his fragile 

philosophical instruments. 

His zeal for certain studies was remarkable, and within eccentric 

limits his knowledge was so extraordinarily ample and minute that 

his observations have fairly astounded me. Surely no man would 

work so hard or attain such precise information unless he had some 

definite end in view. Desultory readers are seldom remarkable for 

the exactness of their learning. No man burdens his mind with small 

matters unless he has some very good reason for doing so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

terms – rent 

 

 

invariably – usually 

 

 

lowest portions – 

poorest areas 

 

 

narcotic – drug 

notion – idea  

  

  

lean – thin  

torpor – boredom  

alluded – spoken of 

 

 

 

zeal – enthusiasm 

 

minute – detailed  

 

desultory – careless 

 

Before you continue reading… 

Can you highlight / underline: 

3. Two regular habits of Sherlock Holmes. 

4. Three things about Sherlock’s appearance.  
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  It was upon the 4th of March, as I have good reason to remember, 

that I rose somewhat earlier than usual, and found that Sherlock 

Holmes had not yet finished his breakfast. The landlady had 

become so accustomed to my late habits that my place had not 

been laid nor my coffee prepared. With the unreasonable 

petulance of mankind I rang the bell and gave a curt intimation 

that I was ready. Then I picked up a magazine from the table and 

attempted to while away the time with it, while my companion 

munched silently at his toast. One of the articles had a pencil mark 

at the heading, and I naturally began to run my eye through it. 

Its somewhat ambitious title was "The Book of Life," and it attempted 

to show how much an observant man might learn by an accurate 

and systematic examination of all that came in his way. 

"From a drop of water," said the writer, "a logician could infer the 

possibility of an Atlantic or a Niagara without having seen or heard 

of one or the other. So all life is a great chain, the nature of which is 

known whenever we are shown a single link of it. Like all other arts, 

the Science of Deduction and Analysis is one which can only be 

acquired by long and patient study nor is life long enough to allow 

any mortal to attain the highest possible perfection in it.  By a man's 

finger nails, by his coat-sleeve, by his boot, by his trouser knees, by 

the callosities of his forefinger and thumb, by his expression, by his 

shirt cuffs—by each of these things a man's calling is plainly 

revealed. That all united should fail to enlighten the competent 

enquirer in any case is almost inconceivable." 

 

 

 

 

petulance – 

impatience  

while away – pass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

callosities – hard skin 

enlighten - educate 

 

Comprehension: To show your understanding of the passage you have just read, make notes 

under the following headings. 

1. What are Holmes’s habits? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Holmes’s appearance 

. 

. 

. 

. 

3. How does Watson describe Holmes’s mind? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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  In the final passage we are going to read today, we learn the following: 

• Watson calls an article that Sherlock Holmes wrote rubbish. 

• We learn about Holmes’s job. 

• We learn how Sherlock made deductions about Watson’s appearance. 

 

Read the passage and be prepared to answer questions on Holmes’s job and the deductions 

he makes about Watson. 

 

Recap 

Vocabulary: Deduction 

Deduction – the process of reaching a decision by looking at the facts that are known. 

 

 

 

 

"What ineffable twaddle!" I cried, slapping the magazine down on 

the table, "I never read such rubbish in my life." 

"What is it?" asked Sherlock Holmes. 

"Why, this article," I said, pointing at it with my egg spoon as I sat 

down to my breakfast. "I see that you have read it since you have 

marked it. I don't deny that it is smartly written. It irritates me though. 

It is evidently the theory of some arm-chair lounger who evolves all 

these neat little paradoxes in the seclusion of his own study. It is not 

practical. I should like to see him clapped down in a third class 

carriage on the Underground, and asked to give the trades of all his 

fellow-travellers. I would lay a thousand to one against him." 

"You would lose your money," Sherlock Holmes remarked calmly. "As 

for the article I wrote it myself." 

"You!" 

"Yes, I have a turn both for observation and for deduction. The 

theories which I have expressed there, and which appear to you to 

be so chimerical are really extremely practical—so practical that I 

depend upon them for my bread and cheese." 

"And how?" I asked involuntarily. 

 

 

 

twaddle – nonsense 

 

 

 

 

paradoxes – riddles 

  

lay – bet  

  

  

  

turn – knack, skill 

 

Before you continue reading… 

1. What is Watson’s first reaction to the article about deduction? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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"Well, I have a trade of my own. I suppose I am the only one in the 

world. I'm a consulting detective, if you can understand what that 

is. Here in London we have lots of Government detectives and lots 

of private ones. When these fellows are at fault they come to me, 

and I manage to put them on the right scent. They lay all the 

evidence before me, and I am generally able, by the help of my 

knowledge of the history of crime, to set them straight. There is a 

strong family resemblance about misdeeds, and if you have all the 

details of a thousand at your finger ends, it is odd if you can't 

unravel the thousand and first. Lestrade is a well-known detective. 

He got himself into a fog recently over a forgery case, and that was 

what brought him here." 

"And these other people?" 

"They are mostly sent on by private inquiry agencies. They are all 

people who are in trouble about something, and want a little 

enlightening. I listen to their story, they listen to my comments, and 

then I pocket my fee." 

"But do you mean to say," I said, "that without leaving your room you 

can unravel some knot which other men can make nothing of, 

although they have seen every detail for themselves?" 

"Quite so. I have a kind of intuition that way. Now and again a case 

turns up which is a little more complex. Then I have to bustle about 

and see things with my own eyes. You see I have a lot of special 

knowledge which I apply to the problem, and which facilitates 

matters wonderfully. Those rules of deduction laid down in that 

article which aroused your scorn, are invaluable to me in practical 

work. Observation with me is second nature. You appeared to be 

surprised when I told you, on our first meeting, that you had come 

from Afghanistan." 

"You were told, no doubt." 

"Nothing of the sort. I knew you came from Afghanistan. From long 

habit the train of thoughts ran so swiftly through my mind, that I 

arrived at the conclusion without being conscious of intermediate 

steps. There were such steps, however. The train of reasoning ran, 

'Here is a gentleman of a medical type, but with the air of a military 

man. Clearly an army doctor, then. He has just come from the 

tropics, for his face is dark, and that is not the natural tint of his skin, 

for his wrists are fair. He has undergone hardship and sickness, as his 

haggard face says clearly. His left arm has been injured. He holds it 

in a stiff and unnatural manner. Where in the tropics could an 

English army doctor have seen much hardship and got his arm 

wounded? Clearly in Afghanistan.' The whole train of thought did 

not occupy a second. I then remarked that you came from 

Afghanistan, and you were astonished." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fellows - people 

 

 

 

fog – muddle 

forgery - the crime 

of falsely making a 

document / money 

 

enlightening – 

education 

 

 

intuition – natural 

ability 

 

facilitates - helps 

invaluable – really 

useful 

 

 

 

conclusion - answer 

 

 

tropics – middle East 

haggard – thin 

 

 

astonished – very 

surprised 

 

 

Sherlock replies to Watson and explains his job. Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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  Task: In full sentences, answer the following questions on the passage you have just read. 

1. What do we learn about Holmes’s job? 

            ______

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Holmes explain how he knew Watson had been in Afghanistan? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Do you think Sherlock and Watson will enjoy living together? Why/why not? 

            ______

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Exit Quiz 

Which of these facts helped Holmes to deduce that Watson had been in Afghanistan? 

a) Watson has the air of a military man. 

b) Watson thought that the magazine article was rubbish.  

c) Watson made a list of the things Holmes knows and doesn’t know.  

d) Watson has a suntan on his face but not his wrists. 

e) Watson has been injured. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 4 

Mastery Content: 

• Bohemia is an area of central Europe. 

• Watson uses metaphors to describe Holmes. 

• Holmes is described as an observing machine. 

• Watson explains that emotion would prevent Holmes from being such a good 

detective. 

Do Now 

Last lesson we learnt the following about Sherlock Holmes: 

• He is quiet in his ways 

• He is over six feet tall 

• He is a consulting detective 

What can you add to the list? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Can you think of any negative character traits? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the last two lessons we met Dr. Watson and Sherlock Holmes.  The passages we have 

read were taken from a story called A Study in Scarlet.  A Study in Scarlet was the first 

Sherlock Holmes story. 

We are now going to read a whole Sherlock Holmes story: A Scandal in Bohemia.   This 

story features in The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes which is a collection of stories 

about Sherlock Holmes. 

Vocabulary: Bohemia 

• In Victorian times, Bohemia was a region in 

central Europe.  

• It was located to the east of Germany.  

• Bohemia was an independent kingdom, 

with its own monarchy. 

• Today, it is a region of the Czech Republic. 
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Reading: As you read, find the two metaphors Dr Watson uses to 

describe Holmes.  

To Sherlock Holmes she is always the woman. I have seldom heard 

him mention her under any other name. In his eyes she eclipses and 

predominates the whole of her sex. It was not that he felt any 

emotion akin to love for Irene Adler. All emotions, and that one 

particularly, were abhorrent to his cold, precise but admirably 

balanced mind. He was, I take it, the most perfect reasoning and 

observing machine that the world has seen, but as a lover he would 

have placed himself in a false position. He never spoke of the softer 

passions, save with a gibe and a sneer. They were admirable things 

for the observer—excellent for drawing the veil from men's motives 

and actions. But for the trained reasoner to admit such intrusions into 

his own delicate and finely adjusted temperament was to introduce 

a distracting factor which might throw a doubt upon all his mental 

results. Grit in a sensitive instrument, or a crack in one of his own high-

power lenses, would not be more disturbing than a strong emotion in 

a nature such as his. And yet there was but one woman to him, and 

that woman was the late Irene Adler, of dubious and questionable 

means. 

 

Irene: 

pronounced 

I – reen – ee 

abhorrent: 

disgusting, 

repulsive 

gibe: sneer, 

scoff 

grit: dirt 

instrument: 

tool, 

implement 

late: now 

dead 

dubious: 

uncertain, 

suspicious  

 

Recap: Metaphor 

• A metaphor is a way of describing something. 

• It is not a literal description. 

• You compare something to something that it is not. 

Comprehension: 

1. What name does Sherlock Holmes use for Irene Adler? 

2. Which emotion does Holmes find abhorrent (disgusting)? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Recap: Metaphor 

 

 

Task: Find the tenor, vehicle and ground in this metaphor used to describe 

Holmes. 
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Task: You need to write a paragraph on this question: 

How does Watson describe Holmes in the introduction to A Scandal in Bohemia? 

You can structure your answer in this way: 

1. State the part of Holmes that Watson is describing. 

2. Introduce the quotation Watson uses to describe Holmes. 

3. Explain what this quotation reveals to the reader about Holmes.  

Model Answer: 
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Main Task: You need to write a paragraph on this question: 

Use your notes from the second metaphor to help you write your answer.  

How does Watson describe Holmes in the introduction to A Scandal in Bohemia? 

You can structure your answer in this way: 

4. State the part of Holmes that Watson is describing. 

5. Introduce the quotation Watson uses to describe Holmes. 

6. Explain what this quotation reveals to the reader about Holmes.  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

 

 

❑ Is your explanation more than one sentence? 

❑ Does your explanation explain what the metaphor tells us? 
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Extra Space 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Sherlock Holmes 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

   

  

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T1 

Score 

___ 

/10 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question. 

1) Which statements are about police in Victorian London are correct? (2) 

a) Before 1829, there was no crime. 

b) Before 1829, all criminals went unpunished. 

c) The Metropolitan Police was established in 1829. 

d) The Metropolitan Police expanded greatly from 1829 to 1890. 

e) The Metropolitan Police caught the person responsible for the Jack the Ripper 

murders. 

 

2) Which statements about science in the Victorian era are correct? (2) 

a) The Victorians didn’t believe in science. 

b) Science began to play a larger role in life in Victorian London. 

c) Scientific methods began to improve in Victorian London. 

d) All of London’s water pumps gave people cholera. 

e) It was impossible to explain strange examples of cholera. 

 

3) Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) Sherlock Holmes is a real person. 

b) Dr. Watson is the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories. 

c) Arthur Conan Doyle is the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories.  

d) Dr. Watson is a real person. 

e) Arthur Conan Doyle is a doctor. 

 

4) Which sentences use the word deduction correctly? (3) 

a) The criminal was a deduction.  

b) When I saw his muddy shoes, I made the deduction that he had been playing 

football. 

c) After she looked at all the clues, she was able to make a deduction about 

who committed the crime. 

d) The teacher deductioned that the class would be late. 

e) The deductions seemed so obvious after they had been explained.  

 

5) Sherlock Holmes is able to deduce that Dr. Watson is a military doctor. Which facts 

helped Holmes to make this deduction? (2) 

a) Watson has a suntan on his face but not his wrists. 

b) Watson has moved to London. 

c) Watson likes violin music. 

d) Watson makes a list of the things Holmes knows and doesn’t know. 

e) Watson has been injured. 
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6) Dr Watson describes Sherlock Holmes like this:  

“He was, I take it, the most perfect reasoning and observing machine that the 

world has seen.” 

What does this description tell us about Sherlock Holmes? (1) 

a) Sherlock Holmes breaks easily like a machine. 

b) Sherlock Holmes never feels any emotion. 

c) Sherlock Holmes can make deductions about people almost automatically. 

d) Sherlock Holmes thinks that some things are too strange and mysterious to 

explain. 

e) Sherlock Holmes is good at looking at things but not at doing things. 

 

7) Which of the following are correct? (2) 

a) The Strand was the only periodical in Victorian London. 

b) Only rich people could afford periodicals. 

c) Periodicals still exist today. 

d) Sherlock Holmes was published in a periodical called The Strand. 

e) Sherlock Holmes wrote stories for The Strand. 

 

8) Which of the following are correct? (2) 

a) Dr. Watson wrote Sherlock Holmes. 

b) Dr. Watson investigated the cholera outbreak. 

c) Sherlock Holmes is Dr. Watson’s sidekick. 

d) Watson moves to London.  

e) Watson was a doctor and assistant surgeon in the British Army.  

 

9) Which of the following are correct? (3) 

a) A metaphor is way of describing something. 

b) A metaphor is not a literal description. 

c) A metaphor is a literal description. 

d) The vehicle is thing you want to describe to your audience. 

e) The ground is the thing the tenor and vehicle have in common. 

 

10) Dr. Watson says: 

“Grit in a sensitive instrument, or a crack in one of his own high-power lenses, 

would not be more disturbing than a strong emotion in a nature such as his.” 

What would be good ground for this metaphor? (2) 

a) Holmes is precise. 

b) Holmes is a sensitive instrument. 

c) A strong emotion would prevent Holmes from working effectively. 

d) Holmes is emotional. 

e) Holmes is strong. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 5 

Mastery Content: 

• Sherlock Holmes live in 221b Baker Street 

• Holmes emphasises the difference between seeing things and observing them 

• Holmes receives a letter giving him a case to work on 

• The client is a huge man 

• From his luxurious clothes, it is clear the client is very rich 

 
Do Now: We know that Sherlock Holmes's job is a consulting detective.  

  What evidence have we seen that Holmes would be good at this job? 

            ______

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How could Dr. Watson help Sherlock Holmes with this job? 

            ______

            ______

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Today, we are going to continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’. 

The events of this story take place a few years after Sherlock 

Holmes and Dr. Watson’s first adventures. 

The two men have not seen each other for a while. 

At the start of the story, they immediately carry on their friendship 

as if no time had passed. 
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Vocabulary: Distinction 

In the beginning of the story, Holmes explains to Watson what makes him such a 

good detective. It is his ability to make detailed observations that inform his 

deductions.  

Holmes says to Watson, ‘You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear.’ 

A distinction is a difference between two similar things. 

 

Read the passage below to understand what Holmes means: 

“Quite so,” he answered, lighting a cigarette, and throwing himself down into an 

armchair. “You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear. For example, 

you have frequently seen the steps which lead up from the hall to this room.” 

“Frequently.” 

“How often?” 

“Well, some hundreds of times.” 

“Then how many are there?” 

“How many? I don't know.” 

“Quite so! You have not observed. And yet you have seen. That is just my point. 

What do you think Holmes means when he says there is a distinction between 

seeing and observing? 

           _______

 ______          _______

 _______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

 Summary: 

At the start of the story, Holmes and Sherlock immediately carry on their friendship 

as if no time had passed. Below is a summary of the events on pages 1-3 of the 

story. 

• Watson passes Holmes's house in Baker Street on the 20th March 1888. 

• Watson has a sudden interest to see his friend Sherlock again – ‘I was 

seized with a keen desire to see Holmes again, and to know how he was 

employing his extraordinary powers’. 

• Watson knows that Holmes is working on a case because his rooms are 

‘brilliantly lit’ and Holmes is ‘pacing’. 

• Holmes makes clever deductions about Watson’s life from his appearance. 

• Holmes deduces that Watson is married through the observation that he 

has put on 7 pounds in weight. 

• Holmes deduces that Watson is working as a doctor because he has a 

bulge in his hat where he keeps his stethoscope. 
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chronicle – write an 

account 

trifling – unimportant 

 

 

 

 

all quarters – 

everywhere 

chamber – room 

 

 Reading: 

In the following passage we pick up Holmes and Watson as they continue their 

friendship as if no time had passed. 

• Watson and Holmes are in Holmes’s flat in Baker Street. 

• Sherlock tells Watson about a new case he is about to start work on. 

• Sherlock passes Watson a letter, which Watson reads out. 

• The letter says a masked visitor will arrive at Baker Street that evening. 

• Holmes deduces that the paper the letter was written on comes from 

Bohemia. 

• Holmes deduces that the new client is German.  

• Holmes invites Watson to stay and meet the new client. 

• The client is a huge man and from his luxurious clothes, it is clear that he is 

very rich. 

“By-the-way, since you are interested in these little problems, and 

since you are good enough to chronicle one or two of my trifling 

experiences, you may be interested in this.” He threw over a sheet 

of thick, pink-tinted note-paper which had been lying open upon 

the table. “It came by the last post,” said he. “Read it aloud.” 

The note was undated, and without either signature or address. 

“There will call upon you to-night, at a quarter to eight o'clock,” it 

said, “a gentleman who desires to consult you upon a matter of the 

very deepest moment. Your recent services to one of the royal 

houses of Europe have shown that you are one who may safely be 

trusted with matters which are of an importance which can hardly 

be exaggerated. This account of you we have from all quarters 

received. Be in your chamber then at that hour, and do not take it 

amiss if your visitor wear a mask.” 

“This is indeed a mystery,” I remarked. “What do you imagine that it 

means?”  

 

Recap:  

Vocabulary: Bohemia 

• In Victorian times, Bohemia was a region in 

central Europe.  

• It was located to the east of Germany.  

• Bohemia was an independent kingdom, 

with its own monarchy. 

• Today, it is a region of the Czech Republic. 
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“I have no data yet. It is a capital mistake to theorize before one 

has data. Insensibly one begins to twist facts to suit theories, instead 

of theories to suit facts. But the note itself. What do you deduce 

from it?” 

I carefully examined the writing, and the paper upon which it was 

written. 

“The man who wrote it was presumably well to do,” I remarked, 

endeavouring to imitate my companion's processes. “Such paper 

could not be bought under half a crown a packet. It is peculiarly 

strong and stiff.” 

“Peculiar—that is the very word,” said Holmes. “It is not an English 

paper at all. Hold it up to the light.” 

I did so, and saw a large “E” with a small “g,” a “P,” and a large “G” 

with a small “t” woven into the texture of the paper. 

“What do you make of that?” asked Holmes. 

“The name of the maker, no doubt; or his monogram, rather.” 

“Not at all. The ‘G’ with the small ‘t’ stands for ‘Gesellschaft,’ which 

is the German for ‘Company.’ It is a customary contraction like our 

‘Co.’ ‘P,’ of course, stands for ‘Papier.’ Now for the ‘Eg.’ Let us 

glance at our Continental Gazetteer.” He took down a heavy 

brown volume from his shelves. “Eglow, Eglonitz—here we are, Egria. 

It is in a German-speaking country—in Bohemia, not far from 

Carlsbad. ‘Remarkable as being the scene of the death of 

Wallenstein, and for its numerous glass-factories and paper-mills.’ 

Ha, ha, my boy, what do you make of that?” His eyes sparkled, and 

he sent up a great blue triumphant cloud from his cigarette. 

“The paper was made in Bohemia,” I said. 

“Precisely. And the man who wrote the note is a German. Do you 

note the peculiar construction of the sentence—‘This account of 

you we have from all quarters received.’ A Frenchman or Russian 

could not have written that. It is the German who is so uncourteous 

to his verbs. It only remains, therefore, to discover what is wanted by 

this German who writes upon Bohemian paper and prefers wearing 

a mask to showing his face. And here he comes, if I am not 

mistaken, to resolve all our doubts.” 

 

 

 

 

insensibly – without 

noticing 

 

 

endeavouring – 

trying 

 

peculiar – strange 

 

 

 

monogram – two 

intertwined letters, 

usually someone’s 

initials 

Continental 

Gazetteer – a 

geographical 

dictionary 

 

 

 

 

uncourteous to his 

verbs – in German, 

verbs often come at 

the end of the 

sentence 

 

Sherlock makes deductions about the new client. Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Task: ‘I have no data yet. It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data.’ 

What do you think Holmes meant by this? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The new client arrives and his appearance is described. Remember to use the glossary 

to help. 

Reading: As you read, highlight / underline details we learn about the client’s 

appearance. 

 you. 
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As he spoke there was the sharp sound of horses' hoofs and grating 

wheels against the curb, followed by a sharp pull at the bell. Holmes 

whistled. 

“A pair, by the sound,” said he. “Yes,” he continued, glancing out 

of the window. “A nice little brougham and a pair of beauties. A 

hundred and fifty guineas apiece. There's money in this case, 

Watson, if there is nothing else.” 

“I think that I had better go, Holmes.” 

“Not a bit, Doctor. Stay where you are. I am lost without my Boswell. 

And this promises to be interesting. It would be a pity to miss it.” 

“But your client—” 

“Never mind him. I may want your help, and so may he. Here he 

comes. Sit down in that armchair, Doctor, and give us your best 

attention.” 

A slow and heavy step, which had been heard upon the stairs and 

in the passage, paused immediately outside the door. Then there 

was a loud and authoritative tap. 

“Come in!” said Holmes. 

A man entered who could hardly have been less than six feet six 

inches in height, with the chest and limbs of a Hercules. His dress 

was rich with a richness which would, in England, be looked upon as 

akin to bad taste. Heavy bands of astrakhan were slashed across 

the sleeves and fronts of his double-breasted coat, while the deep 

blue cloak which was thrown over his shoulders was lined with 

flame-coloured silk and secured at the neck with a brooch which 

consisted of a single flaming beryl. Boots which extended halfway 

up his calves, and which were trimmed at the tops with rich brown 

fur, completed the impression of barbaric opulence which was 

suggested by his whole appearance. He carried a broad-brimmed 

hat in his hand, while he wore across the upper part of his face, 

extending down past the cheekbones, a black vizard mask, which 

he had apparently adjusted that very moment, for his hand was still 

raised to it as he entered. From the lower part of the face he 

appeared to be a man of strong character, with a thick, hanging 

lip, and a long, straight chin suggestive of resolution pushed to the 

length of obstinacy. 

 

 

 

 

brougham – carriage 

beauties – horses 

guineas – a type of 

coin 

Boswell – trusted 

friend  

 

 

 

 

Authoritative – 

commanding  

 

 

astrakhan – a fleecy 

material 

 

beryl – a gemstone 

 

opulence – 

luxuriousness 

vizard mask – 

disguise 

 

obstinacy – 

stubbornness 
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Holmes collects a lot of data about the person who is coming to him for help. 

‘I have no data yet. It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data.’ 

  

Task: What facts do we know about the client? Make a bullet point list. 

• German 

• From Bohemia 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  
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Main Task: You need to write a paragraph on this question: 

Use your notes above to help you. 

Who do you think this person could be?  

You need to include: 

• How the facts allowed you to deduce who the person could be 

• Why the person would want to wear a mask 

 

When you have finished, make sure you use the Mastery checks to review your 

writing. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

 

 



42 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exit Quiz 

Which of the following are correct? 

 

a) Holmes lives in the Strand. 

b) Holmes thinks there is a difference between seeing and a distinction. 

c) Holmes is very observant. 

d) Holmes’s client is quite like Doctor Watson. 

e) Holmes’s client is Hercules. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 6 

Mastery Content: 

• Sherlock’s client is the King of Bohemia. 

• The King of Bohemia had a relationship with the singer Irene Adler when he was 

younger. 

• Irene Adler has a photograph of them together. 

• Irene Adler has threatened to release the photograph to the King of Bohemia’s 

fiancée. 

• The photograph would cause a scandal. 

 

Do Now 

Last lesson we read up to the moment when we meet Sherlock’s new client in ‘A 

Scandal in Bohemia’. 

Write a summary of what has happened in the story so far. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Who might the new client be? Why do you think this? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In this lesson, we will find out who the client is, why he is wearing a 

mask and why he needs Sherlock’s help. 
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Vocabulary: Scandal 

A scandal is something that shocks people because they think it is morally wrong. 

 

Task: Scandal or not? 

Which of the following events would be a scandal? Tick the examples that are a 

scandal. 

1. A teacher sets her class homework. 

2. A headteacher hacks into the GCSE setters’ computers and sells the answers to 

the exams to their students. 

3. A referee accepts payment to deliberately allow a penalty for a team in the 

cup final. 

4. School dinners that were advertised as Halal are found to contain pork. 

5. A school raises the cost of uniforms by 5% after the price of cotton increases 

worldwide. 

6. Photos are published of a married member of the royal family kissing another 

woman. 

Extension: Can you think of any recent scandals that have hit the headlines in the 

news? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recap: Sherlock Holmes's client 

This is what we already know about the new client: 

• German 

• From Bohemia 

• Wears a mask 

• Tall – 6ft 6in tall 

• Huge – like Hercules 

• Wears expensive clothes 

• Double breasted coat 

• Deep blue cloak 

• A large beryl (jewel) 

• Fur boots 
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Reading: We are going to continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’. 

In the following passage: 

• We learn more about the client and why he is wearing a mask 

• Holmes is rude towards the client 

 

As you read, think about the following questions. You will be answering them when 

you have finished reading. 

 

1. Who is Holmes's new client? 

2. Why are they wearing a mask? 

3. How does Holmes speak and act to the client? 

4. How does the client react? 

5. Why does the client react in this way? 
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“You had my note?” he asked with a deep harsh voice and a 

strongly marked German accent. “I told you that I would call.” He 

looked from one to the other of us, as if uncertain which to address. 

“Pray take a seat,” said Holmes. “This is my friend and colleague, Dr. 

Watson, who is occasionally good enough to help me in my cases. 

Whom have I the honour to address?” 

“You may address me as the Count Von Kramm, a Bohemian 

nobleman. I understand that this gentleman, your friend, is a man of 

honour and discretion, whom I may trust with a matter of the most 

extreme importance. If not, I should much prefer to communicate 

with you alone.” 

I rose to go, but Holmes caught me by the wrist and pushed me 

back into my chair. “It is both, or none,” said he. “You may say 

before this gentleman anything which you may say to me.” 

The Count shrugged his broad shoulders. “Then I must begin,” said 

he, “by binding you both to absolute secrecy for two years; at the 

end of that time the matter will be of no importance. At present it is 

not too much to say that it is of such weight it may have an 

influence upon European history.” 

“I promise,” said Holmes. 

“And I.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

discretion – able to 

keep secrets 
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“You will excuse this mask,” continued our strange visitor. “The 

august person who employs me wishes his agent to be unknown to 

you, and I may confess at once that the title by which I have just 

called myself is not exactly my own.” 

“I was aware of it,” said Holmes dryly. 

“The circumstances are of great delicacy, and every precaution 

has to be taken to quench what might grow to be an immense 

scandal and seriously compromise one of the reigning families of 

Europe. To speak plainly, the matter implicates the great House of 

Ormstein, hereditary kings of Bohemia.” 

“I was also aware of that,” murmured Holmes, settling himself down 

in his armchair and closing his eyes. 

Our visitor glanced with some apparent surprise at the languid, 

lounging figure of the man who had been no doubt depicted to 

him as the most incisive reasoner and most energetic agent in 

Europe. Holmes slowly reopened his eyes and looked impatiently at 

his gigantic client. 

“If your Majesty would condescend to state your case,” he 

remarked, “I should be better able to advise you.” 

The man sprang from his chair and paced up and down the room 

in uncontrollable agitation. Then, with a gesture of desperation, he 

tore the mask from his face and hurled it upon the ground. “You are 

right,” he cried; “I am the King. Why should I attempt to conceal it?” 

“Why, indeed?” murmured Holmes. “Your Majesty had not spoken 

before I was aware that I was addressing Wilhelm Gottsreich 

Sigismond von Ormstein, Grand Duke of Cassel-Felstein, and 

hereditary King of Bohemia.” 

“But you can understand,” said our strange visitor, sitting down 

once more and passing his hand over his high white forehead, “you 

can understand that I am not accustomed to doing such business in 

my own person. Yet the matter was so delicate that I could not 

confide it to an agent without putting myself in his power. I have 

come incognito from Prague for the purpose of consulting you.” 

“Then, pray consult,” said Holmes, shutting his eyes once more. 

 

 

august – noble 

agent – stand-in 

 

 

 

 

implicates – shows 

that someone is 

involved in 

something bad 

languid – slow, 

relaxed 

 

condescend – agree 

to do something, 

even though you 

think you are too 

important  

agitation – worried 

frustration 

conceal - hide 

 

 

accustomed to – 

used to  

confide – tell a 

secret 

incognito – in 

disguise 

 

Reading: As you read, highlight/underline evidence that Sherlock is disinterested by 

the client and being rude. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Comprehension: Answer the following questions using full sentences. 

1. Who is Holmes's new client? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why are they wearing a mask? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does Holmes speak and act to the client? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does the client react? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why does the client react in this way? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vocabulary: compromise 

In the next passage, you will encounter the word compromise. You might already 

know the word. 

Compromise means to accept something that is not exactly what you want.  

The word also has another meaning: 

If you compromise yourself, you do something dishonest or embarrassing that makes 

people stop admiring you. It has a harmful effect. 
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Vocabulary: Scandals and being compromised.  

How do the two words link together?  

A headteacher hacks into the GCSE setters’ computers and sells the answers to the 

exams to their students. – Scandal. 

➢ The headteacher’s reputation would be compromised. 

 

Task: Photos are published of a married member of the royal family kissing another 

woman. 

What has been compromised in this scandal? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are going to continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’. 

In the following passage: 

• The King of Bohemia explains how a photograph threatens to compromise his 

reputation. 

• The King of Bohemia explains how the scandal would affect his relationship 

with his fiancé. 

 

As you read, find the answers to the following questions: 

 

1. Who has been compromised? 

2. What have they done to compromise themselves? 

3. Who has strict principles? 

4. How will a photograph cause a scandal? 

 



51 
 

 



52 
 

 “The facts are briefly these: Some five years ago, during a lengthy 

visit to Warsaw, I made the acquaintance of the well-known 

adventuress, Irene Adler. The name is no doubt familiar to you.” 

“Kindly look her up in my index, Doctor,” murmured Holmes without 

opening his eyes. For many years he had adopted a system of 

docketing all paragraphs concerning men and things, so that it was 

difficult to name a subject or a person on which he could not at 

once furnish information. In this case I found her biography 

sandwiched in between that of a Hebrew rabbi and that of a staff-

commander who had written a monograph upon the deep-sea 

fishes. 

“Let me see!” said Holmes. “Hum! Born in New Jersey in the year 

1858. Contralto—hum! La Scala, hum! Prima donna Imperial Opera 

of Warsaw—yes! Retired from operatic stage—ha! Living in 

London—quite so! Your Majesty, as I understand, became 

entangled with this young person, wrote her some compromising 

letters, and is now desirous of getting those letters back.” 

“Precisely so. But how—” 

“Was there a secret marriage?” 

“None.” 

“No legal papers or certificates?” 

“None.” 

“Then I fail to follow your Majesty. If this young person should 

produce her letters for blackmailing or other purposes, how is she to 

prove their authenticity?” 

“There is the writing.” 

“Pooh, pooh! Forgery.” 

“My private note-paper.” 

“Stolen.” 

“My own seal.” 

“Imitated.” 

“My photograph.” 

“Bought.” 

“We were both in the photograph.” 

“Oh, dear! That is very bad! Your Majesty has indeed committed an 

indiscretion.” 

“I was mad—insane.” 

“You have compromised yourself seriously.” 

“I was only Crown Prince then. I was young. I am but thirty now.” 

“It must be recovered.” 

acquaintance – 

friendship  

adventuress – a 

woman interested in 

dangerous activities 

docketing – 

recording  

 

 

New Jersey – a state 

in the USA 

Contralto – a type of 

opera singer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

authenticity – i.e. not 

faked 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

indiscretion – 

something that 

should be kept a 

secret 
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Comprehension: Who did the King of Bohemia have a relationship with when he 

was younger? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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“I was only Crown Prince then. I was young. I am but thirty now.” 

“It must be recovered.” 

“We have tried and failed.” 

“Your Majesty must pay. It must be bought.” 

“She will not sell.” 

“Stolen, then.” 

“Five attempts have been made. Twice burglars in my pay 

ransacked her house. Once we diverted her luggage when she 

travelled. Twice she has been waylaid. There has been no result.” 

“No sign of it?” 

“Absolutely none.” 

Holmes laughed. “It is quite a pretty little problem,” said he. 

“But a very serious one to me,” returned the King reproachfully. 

“Very, indeed. And what does she propose to do with the 

photograph?” 

“To ruin me.” 

“But how?” 

“I am about to be married.” 

“So I have heard.” 

“To Clotilde Lothman von Saxe-Meningen, second daughter of the 

King of Scandinavia. You may know the strict principles of her 

family. She is herself the very soul of delicacy. A shadow of a doubt 

as to my conduct would bring the matter to an end.” 

“And Irene Adler?” 

“Threatens to send them the photograph. And she will do it. I know 

that she will do it. You do not know her, but she has a soul of steel. 

She has the face of the most beautiful of women, and the mind of 

the most resolute of men. Rather than I should marry another 

woman, there are no lengths to which she would not go—none.” 

“You are sure that she has not sent it yet?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

reproachfully – 

telling off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

delicacy – honour, 

virtue 

 

 

 

 

resolute – 

determined  
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“I am sure.” 

“And why?” 

“Because she has said that she would send it on the day when the 

betrothal was publicly proclaimed. That will be next Monday.” 

“Oh, then we have three days yet,” said Holmes with a yawn. “That 

is very fortunate, as I have one or two matters of importance to look 

into just at present. Your Majesty will, of course, stay in London for 

the present?” 

“Certainly. You will find me at the Langham under the name of the 

Count Von Kramm.” 

“Then I shall drop you a line to let you know how we progress.” 

“Pray do so. I shall be all anxiety.” 

“Then, as to money?” 

“You have carte blanche.” 

“Absolutely?” 

“I tell you that I would give one of the provinces of my kingdom to 

have that photograph.” 

“And for present expenses?” 

The King took a heavy chamois leather bag from under his cloak 

and laid it on the table. 

“There are three hundred pounds in gold and seven hundred in 

notes,” he said. 

Holmes scribbled a receipt upon a sheet of his note-book and 

handed it to him. 

“And Mademoiselle’s address?” he asked. 

“Is Briony Lodge, Serpentine Avenue, St. John’s Wood.” 

Holmes took a note of it. “One other question,” said he. “Was the 

photograph a cabinet?” 

“It was.” 

“Then, good-night, your Majesty, and I trust that we shall soon have 

some good news for you. And good-night, Watson,” he added, as 

the wheels of the royal brougham rolled down the street. “If you will 

be good enough to call to-morrow afternoon at three o’clock I 

should like to chat this little matter over with you.”  

 

 

 

 

betrothal - 

engagement 

 

 

 

Langham – a hotel in 

London 

 

 

 

carte blanche – total 

freedom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cabinet – a large, 

formal photograph 

 

 

brougham – a horse-

drawn carriage 
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 Summary: 
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  Main Task: You need to write two paragraphs on this question: 

What is the scandal the king wants to prevent? 

This is how you can structure your answer: 

• Explain clearly what the scandal is 

• What effect the scandal would have on the king 

• How the scandal might become known 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

 

 

Key Words: 

Compromised  

Princess of Scandinavia  

strict principles 

Photograph  

blackmail 
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Exit Quiz 

Which of the statements are correct? 

 

a) Irene Adler has a photograph of her with the King of Bohemia.  

b) There will be a scandal if the King of Bohemia is found to have had a 

relationship with a singer. 

c) The King of Scandinavia is very traditional. He wants his daughter to marry 

someone who has not been in a relationship before. 

d) The King of Bohemia is worried he will compromise his reputation and his 

relationship with the Princess of Scandinavia.  

e) Sherlock Holmes treats the King of Bohemia with respect and courtesy. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 

 

Extension: What can you deduce about Irene Adler? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 7 

Mastery Content: 

• Horse-drawn carriages were a popular method of transport in Victorian London. 

• Holmes is very good at disguising himself. 

• Holmes dresses as a groom to disguise himself and find out about Irene Adler. 

• Irene Adler marries Godfrey Norton, a lawyer. 

 
Do Now 

1. How did people get around in Victorian London?  

2. What methods of transport did they use? 

3. Which methods of transport still exist today? Which ones don’t? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: When was the Victorian era? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In this lesson, we see Sherlock Holmes disguise himself in order to find out more about 

Irene Adler. Before we read about his disguise, we are going to extend our knowledge 

of transport in the Victorian era. 
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Getting around in Victorian London 

Cars weren’t invented until1865 and were not in use in Victorian London until the late 

1880s and 90s. There were fewer train stations with slower trains than we have today. 

One of the quickest and most popular methods of transport was by different types of 

horse-drawn carriages. 

 

 

 

Horse-drawn carriages  

The King of Bohemia arrived at Baker Street in ‘A nice little brougham’ (pronounced 

‘broom’). This is what a brougham looks like. He owned this carriage, which would be 

a signal of his wealth.  

He also had ‘a pair of beauties’. Healthy horses would have been very expensive to 

buy and keep.  

People who clean the carriages and look after the horses are called ostlers.  

The driver of a carriage is called a groom.  

 

In ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’, Holmes disguises himself as a groom to find out more about 

Irene Adler. 

 

 

groom 
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Reading: We are going to continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’. 

In the following passage: 

• Following the meeting with the King of Bohemia, Dr. Watson goes to Baker 

Street the next day to find out what Sherlock Holmes has been up to.  

• Holmes disguises himself in order to find out more about Irene Adler 

• Holmes learns about Godfrey Norton, who Irene Adler visits a lot.  

After you have read the passage, you will be asked the following questions: 

1. How does Holmes find out important information? 

2. Why do the ostlers and grooms tell Holmes all of this information? 

3. What are the important facts Holmes found out about Irene Adler? 

 
At three o’clock precisely I was at Baker Street, but Holmes had not 

yet returned. The landlady informed me that he had left the house 

shortly after eight o’clock in the morning. I sat down beside the fire, 

however, with the intention of awaiting him, however long he might 

be. I was already deeply interested in his inquiry, for, though it was 

surrounded by none of the grim and strange features which were 

associated with the two crimes which I have already recorded, still, 

the nature of the case and the exalted station of his client gave it a 

character of its own. Indeed, apart from the nature of the 

investigation which my friend had on hand, there was something in 

his masterly grasp of a situation, and his keen, incisive reasoning, 

which made it a pleasure to me to study his system of work, and to 

follow the quick, subtle methods by which he disentangled the most 

inextricable mysteries. So accustomed was I to his invariable success 

that the very possibility of his failing had ceased to enter into my 

head. 

It was close upon four before the door opened, and a drunken-

looking groom, ill-kempt and side-whiskered, with an inflamed face 

and disreputable clothes, walked into the room. Accustomed as I 

was to my friend’s amazing powers in the use of disguises, I had to 

look three times before I was certain that it was indeed he. With a 

nod he vanished into the bedroom, whence he emerged in five 

minutes tweed-suited and respectable, as of old. Putting his hands 

into his pockets, he stretched out his legs in front of the fire and 

laughed heartily for some minutes. 

“Well, really!” he cried, and then he choked and laughed again 

until he was obliged to lie back, limp and helpless, in the chair. 

“What is it?” 

“It’s quite too funny. I am sure you could never guess how I 

employed my morning, or what I ended by doing.” 

“I can’t imagine. I suppose that you have been watching the 

habits, and perhaps the house, of Miss Irene Adler.” 

 

 

 

 

 

exalted – highly 

respected  

 

 

 

ceased - stopped 

 

side-whiskered – 

with sideburns 

accustomed – used 

to  
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“Quite so; but the sequel was rather unusual. I will tell you, however. 

I left the house a little after eight o’clock this morning in the 

character of a groom out of work. There is a wonderful sympathy 

and freemasonry among horsey men. Be one of them, and you will 

know all that there is to know. I soon found Briony Lodge. It is a bijou 

villa, with a garden at the back, but built out in front right up to the 

road, two stories. Chubb lock to the door. Large sitting-room on the 

right side, well furnished, with long windows almost to the floor, and 

those preposterous English window fasteners which a child could 

open. Behind there was nothing remarkable, save that the passage 

window could be reached from the top of the coach-house. I 

walked round it and examined it closely from every point of view, 

but without noting anything else of interest. 

“I then lounged down the street and found, as I expected, that 

there was a mews in a lane which runs down by one wall of the 

garden. I lent the ostlers a hand in rubbing down their horses, and 

received in exchange twopence, a glass of half-and-half, two fills of 

shag tobacco, and as much information as I could desire about 

Miss Adler, to say nothing of half a dozen other people in the 

neighbourhood in whom I was not in the least interested, but whose 

biographies I was compelled to listen to.” 

“And what of Irene Adler?” I asked. 

“Oh, she has turned all the men’s heads down in that part. She is 

the daintiest thing under a bonnet on this planet. So say the 

Serpentine-mews, to a man. She lives quietly, sings at concerts, 

drives out at five every day, and returns at seven sharp for dinner. 

Seldom goes out at other times, except when she sings. Has only 

one male visitor, but a good deal of him. He is dark, handsome, and 

dashing, never calls less than once a day, and often twice. He is a 

Mr. Godfrey Norton, of the Inner Temple. See the advantages of a 

cabman as a confidant. They had driven him home a dozen times 

from Serpentine-mews, and knew all about him. When I had listened 

to all they had to tell, I began to walk up and down near Briony 

Lodge once more, and to think over my plan of campaign. 

 

the sequel – what 

happened next  

freemasonry – 

friendship between 

workers  

 

 

save – except 

 

 

mews – a building 

used for keeping 

horses  

 

 

 

 

bonnet – a large hair 

covering for women 

Seldom - rarely 

Inner Temple – an 

area associated with 

lawyers 

confidant – a person 

you trust 
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Comprehension: Answer the following questions in full sentences.  

1. How does Holmes find out important information? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Why do the ostlers and grooms tell Holmes all of this information? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are the important facts Holmes found out about Irene Adler? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are going to continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’. 

In the following passage: 

• Holmes explains to Watson how he waited and observed a man enter 

Irene Adler’s house. 

• Holmes observes Godfrey Norton, and follows him and Irene Adler to the 

church of St Monica. He has to act quickly and decisively.  

• In desperation, Godfrey Norton rushes out of the church and asks Holmes 

to be a witness at their wedding, which must happen before midday. 

• After the wedding, the couple went to their own separate homes and 

Holmes goes to make his own arrangements. 

• Holmes asks Watson to help him that evening to solve the case. 

 

NOTE: IN VICTORIAN BRITAIN, MARRIAGES HAD TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE 

MIDDAY TO BE OFFICIALLY REGISTERED. 
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  “This Godfrey Norton was evidently an important factor in the 

matter. He was a lawyer. That sounded ominous. What was the 

relation between them, and what the object of his repeated visits? 

Was she his client, his friend, or his mistress? If the former, she had 

probably transferred the photograph to his keeping. If the latter, it 

was less likely. On the issue of this question depended whether I 

should continue my work at Briony Lodge, or turn my attention to 

the gentleman’s chambers in the Temple. It was a delicate point, 

and it widened the field of my inquiry. I fear that I bore you with 

these details, but I have to let you see my little difficulties, if you are 

to understand the situation.” 

“I am following you closely,” I answered. 

“I was still balancing the matter in my mind when a hansom cab 

drove up to Briony Lodge, and a gentleman sprang out. He was a 

remarkably handsome man, dark, aquiline, and moustached—

evidently the man of whom I had heard. He appeared to be in a 

great hurry, shouted to the cabman to wait, and brushed past the 

maid who opened the door with the air of a man who was 

thoroughly at home. 

“He was in the house about half an hour, and I could catch 

glimpses of him in the windows of the sitting-room, pacing up and 

down, talking excitedly, and waving his arms. Of her I could see 

nothing. Presently he emerged, looking even more flurried than 

before. As he stepped up to the cab, he pulled a gold watch from 

his pocket and looked at it earnestly, ‘Drive like the devil,’ he 

shouted, ‘first to Gross & Hankey’s in Regent Street, and then to the 

Church of St. Monica in the Edgeware Road. Half a guinea if you do 

it in twenty minutes!’ 

“Away they went, and I was just wondering whether I should not do 

well to follow them when up the lane came a neat little landau, the 

coachman with his coat only half-buttoned, and his tie under his 

ear, while all the tags of his harness were sticking out of the buckles. 

It hadn’t pulled up before she shot out of the hall door and into it. I 

only caught a glimpse of her at the moment, but she was a lovely 

woman, with a face that a man might die for. 

“‘The Church of St. Monica, John,’ she cried, ‘and half a sovereign if 

you reach it in twenty minutes.’ 

“This was quite too good to lose, Watson. I was just balancing 

whether I should run for it, or whether I should perch behind her 

landau when a cab came through the street. The driver looked 

twice at such a shabby fare, but I jumped in before he could 

object. ‘The Church of St. Monica,’ said I, ‘and half a sovereign if 

you reach it in twenty minutes.’ It was twenty-five minutes to twelve, 

and of course it was clear enough what was in the wind. 

 

ominous – 

suggesting 

something bad will 

happen  

 

chambers – rooms, 

offices 

 

 

 

 

aquiline – like an 

eagle 

 

 

 

 

 

Gross and Hankey’s 

– a jewellers  

 

 

Landau  - a type of 

horse and carriage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

shabby fare – 

Sherlock Holmes is 

dressed as a poor 

groom; he doesn’t 

look like he could 

afford to hire a 

carriage 

 

NOTE: IN VICTORIAN BRITAIN, MARRIAGES HAD TO BE COMPLETED 

BEFORE MIDDAY TO BE OFFICIALLY REGISTERED. 

 



66 
 

 

 

  

“My cabby drove fast. I don’t think I ever drove faster, but the 

others were there before us. The cab and the landau with their 

steaming horses were in front of the door when I arrived. I paid the 

man and hurried into the church. There was not a soul there save 

the two whom I had followed and a surpliced clergyman, who 

seemed to be expostulating with them. They were all three standing 

in a knot in front of the altar. I lounged up the side aisle like any 

other idler who has dropped into a church. Suddenly, to my surprise, 

the three at the altar faced round to me, and Godfrey Norton 

came running as hard as he could towards me. 

“ ‘Thank God,’ he cried. ‘You’ll do. Come! Come!’ 

“ ‘What then?’ I asked. 

“ ‘Come, man, come, only three minutes, or it won’t be legal.’ 

“I was half-dragged up to the altar, and before I knew where I was I 

found myself mumbling responses which were whispered in my ear, 

and vouching for things of which I knew nothing, and generally 

assisting in the secure tying up of Irene Adler, spinster, to Godfrey 

Norton, bachelor. It was all done in an instant, and there was the 

gentleman thanking me on the one side and the lady on the other, 

while the clergyman beamed on me in front. It was the most 

preposterous position in which I ever found myself in my life, and it 

was the thought of it that started me laughing just now. It seems 

that there had been some informality about their license, that the 

clergyman absolutely refused to marry them without a witness of 

some sort, and that my lucky appearance saved the bridegroom 

from having to sally out into the streets in search of a best man. The 

bride gave me a sovereign, and I mean to wear it on my watch 

chain in memory of the occasion.” 

“This is a very unexpected turn of affairs,” said I; “and what then?” 

“Well, I found my plans very seriously menaced. It looked as if the 

pair might take an immediate departure, and so necessitate very 

prompt and energetic measures on my part. At the church door, 

however, they separated, he driving back to the Temple, and she 

to her own house. ‘I shall drive out in the park at five as usual,’ she 

said as she left him. I heard no more. They drove away in different 

directions, and I went off to make my own arrangements.” 

“Which are?” 

“Some cold beef and a glass of beer,” he answered, ringing the 

bell. “I have been too busy to think of food, and I am likely to be 

busier still this evening. By the way, Doctor, I shall want your co-

operation.” 

 

 

surplice – a white 

gown worn by 

Christian priests 

during ceremonies  

expostulating – 

disagreeing  

 

 

 

 

 

vouching – swearing, 

promising   

spinster – single 

woman 

bachelor – single 

man 

 

Irene and Godfrey Norton are to be married, but they need a witness! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Summary:  

In the passage you have just read: 

• Holmes explains to Watson how he waited and observed a man enter 

Irene Adler’s house. 

• Holmes observes Godfrey Norton, and follows him and Irene Adler to the 

church of St Monica. He has to act quickly and decisively.  

• In desperation, Godfrey Norton rushes out of the church and asks Holmes 

to be a witness at their wedding, which must happen before midday. 

• After the wedding, the couple went to their own separate homes and 

Holmes goes to make his own arrangements. 

• Holmes asks Watson to help him that evening to solve the case. 

 

“I shall be delighted.” 

“You don’t mind breaking the law?” 

“Not in the least.” 

“Nor running a chance of arrest?” 

“Not in a good cause.” 

“Oh, the cause is excellent!” 

“Then I am your man.” 

“I was sure that I might rely on you.” 

 

Sherlock asks for Watson’s help this evening and Watson is delighted. 
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Main Task: 

There are different ways in which Holmes shows himself to be a good detective 

when he investigates Irene Adler in the sections we have read today. For 

example: 

• Holmes goes to Briony Lodge early in the morning and looks at the rooms 

and security of the house. He says, “I walked round it and examined it 

closely from every point of view”. 

 

• Holmes adopts a disguise so that he can speak to the ostlers who work for 

Irene Adler and her neighbours. This way he can gather lots of information. 

It says, he dresses as a “groom out of work”. 

 

• Holmes spends time on the street, waiting and observing. During this time 

he thinks about his “campaign” (his plan). 

 

• Holmes observes Godfrey Norton, and follows him and Irene Adler when 

they drive to the church of St Monica. He has to act quickly and 

decisively. He intructs the driver to drive quickly: “‘The Church of St. 

Monica,’ said I, ‘and half a sovereign if you reach it in twenty minutes.’”  

 

You are going to write at least one paragraph to answer this question: 

At this point in the story, how is Holmes presented as a good detective 

through his investigation of Irene Adler? 

 

Is Holmes a master of disguise? Decisive? Observant?  

 

Use the notes above to help you decided what characteristics of good detective 

Holmes has shown in his investigation of Irene Adler. 

 

You can structure your answer in this way: 

1. State the quality that Holmes shows in order to be a good detective 

2. Introduce the quotation that describes his quality. 

3. Explain what this quotation reveals to the reader about Holmes.  
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_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

 

 

Main Task: You need to write a paragraph on this question: 

At this point in the story, how is Holmes presented as a good detective 

through his investigation of Irene Adler? 

You can structure your answer in this way: 

4. State the quality that Holmes shows in order to be a good detective 

5. Introduce the quotation that describes his quality. 

6. Explain what this quotation reveals to the reader about Holmes.  



70 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Extension:  Holmes has asked Watson to assist him this evening. Holmes has hinted 

that it might involve breaking the law. 

Can you predict what Holmes’s next plan might be in their quest to obtain the 

photograph for the King of Bohemia? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Exit Quiz 

Which of the following has Sherlock Holmes done to investigate Irene Adler? 

 

a) Disguised himself as a vicar. 

b) Made friends with ostlers to find out more about Irene Adler. 

c) Gone to a jewellery shop to find out more about Irene Adler’s marriage. 

d) Asked to attend Irene Adler’s marriage. 

e) Followed Irene Adler’s husband to his place of work at Temple.  

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 8 

Mastery Content: 

• Holmes enacts a successful plan to get into Irene Adler’s house. 

• Irene Adler outsmarts Holmes. 

• Holmes has enormous respect for Irene Adler. 

 

Do Now 

What skills has Sherlock Holmes shown so far that make him such a successful 

detective? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Of Irene Adler, Sherlock Holmes said: ‘she was a lovely woman, with a face 

that a man might die for.’ Why is this a surprising thing for Sherlock Holmes to say? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

 

Today we are going to read three sections of A Scandal in Bohemia.  

It is the exciting and action-packed climax to the case Sherlock is working on. 

The main focus is going to be enjoying and understanding this story! 
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Reading: We are going to continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’. 

In the following passage there are five aspects to Sherlock’s plan revealed. 

The first three are listed below. 

1. Holmes will dress as a clergyman 

2. There will be some ‘unpleasantness’ – a fight 

3. Holmes will get into Irene Adler’s house 

 

As you read, can you find the other two aspects of Sherlock’s plan to get obtain 

the photograph that are revealed? 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have read the passage, you will be asked the following questions: 

4. How does Holmes find out important information? 

5. Why do the ostlers and grooms tell Holmes all of this information? 

6. What are the important facts Holmes found out about Irene Adler? 

 

Holmes and Watson are at Baker Street and Holmes begins to reveal his plan. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 
“But what is it you wish?” 

“When Mrs. Turner has brought in the tray I will make it clear to you. 

Now,” he said as he turned hungrily on the simple fare that our 

landlady had provided, “I must discuss it while I eat, for I have not 

much time. It is nearly five now. In two hours we must be on the 

scene of action. Miss Irene, or Madame, rather, returns from her 

drive at seven. We must be at Briony Lodge to meet her.” 

“And what then?” 

“You must leave that to me. I have already arranged what is to 

occur. There is only one point on which I must insist. You must not 

interfere, come what may. You understand?” 

“I am to be neutral?” 

“To do nothing whatever. There will probably be some small 

unpleasantness. Do not join in it. It will end in my being conveyed 

into the house. Four or five minutes afterwards the sitting-room 

window will open. You are to station yourself close to that open 

window.” 

“Yes.” 

“You are to watch me, for I will be visible to you.” 

“Yes.” 

 

 

fare - food 

 

 

 

 

 

interfere – get 

involved 

 

Quick comprehension: Where are Holmes and Watson going to be at 7pm that 

evening? ___________________________________________________________________ 
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“And when I raise my hand—so—you will throw into the room what I 

give you to throw, and will, at the same time, raise the cry of fire. 

You quite follow me?” 

“Entirely.” 

“It is nothing very formidable,” he said, taking a long cigar-shaped 

roll from his pocket. “It is an ordinary plumber’s smoke-rocket, fitted 

with a cap at either end to make it self-lighting. Your task is confined 

to that. When you raise your cry of fire, it will be taken up by quite a 

number of people. You may then walk to the end of the street, and 

I will rejoin you in ten minutes. I hope that I have made myself 

clear?” 

“I am to remain neutral, to get near the window, to watch you, and 

at the signal to throw in this object, then to raise the cry of fire, and 

to wait you at the corner of the street.” 

“Precisely.” 

“Then you may entirely rely on me.” 

“That is excellent. I think, perhaps, it is almost time that I prepare for 

the new role I have to play.” 

He disappeared into his bedroom and returned in a few minutes in 

the character of an amiable and simple-minded Nonconformist 

clergyman. His broad black hat, his baggy trousers, his white tie, his 

sympathetic smile, and general look of peering and benevolent 

curiosity were such as Mr. John Hare alone could have equalled. It 

was not merely that Holmes changed his costume. His expression, 

his manner, his very soul seemed to vary with every fresh part that 

he assumed. The stage lost a fine actor, even as science lost an 

acute reasoner, when he became a specialist in crime. 

 

 

 

 

formidable – 

dangerous 

plumber’s smoke 

rocket – a smoking 

flare used by 

plumbers to check 

for leaks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

amiable - friendly 

clergyman – a priest 

or vicar 

sympathetic – gentle  

benevolent – kind 

Mr John Hare – a 

famous actor 
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Comprehension: Complete the five aspects to Sherlock’s plan. 

1. Holmes will dress as a clergyman 

2. There will be some ‘unpleasantness’ – a fight 

3. Holmes will get into Irene Adler’s house 

4. Holmes will signal to _________________________________ 

5. Watson will throw __________________________________________ and then cry 

______________________ 

Extension: Holmes doesn’t tell Watson the whole plan. How does this secrecy 

keep the reader interested? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Holmes and Watson arrive outside Irene Adler’s house. The street is busy. Holmes 

explains the importance of the marriage and the photograph. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

succinct – short and 

clear 

On the contrary – just 

the opposite 

 

 

 

 

averse - against 
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It was a quarter past six when we left Baker Street, and it still wanted 

ten minutes to the hour when we found ourselves in Serpentine 

Avenue. It was already dusk, and the lamps were just being lighted 

as we paced up and down in front of Briony Lodge, waiting for the 

coming of its occupant. The house was just such as I had pictured it 

from Sherlock Holmes’ succinct description, but the locality 

appeared to be less private than I expected. On the contrary, for a 

small street in a quiet neighbourhood, it was remarkably animated. 

There was a group of shabbily dressed men smoking and laughing 

in a corner, a scissors-grinder with his wheel, two guardsmen who 

were flirting with a nurse-girl, and several well-dressed young men 

who were lounging up and down with cigars in their mouths. 

“You see,” remarked Holmes, as we paced to and fro in front of the 

house, “this marriage rather simplifies matters. The photograph 

becomes a double-edged weapon now. The chances are that she 

would be as averse to its being seen by Mr. Godfrey Norton, as our 

client is to its coming to the eyes of his princess. Now the question is, 

Where are we to find the photograph?” 

“Where, indeed?” 

“It is most unlikely that she carries it about with her. It is cabinet size. 

Too large for easy concealment about a woman’s dress. She knows 

that the King is capable of having her waylaid and searched. Two 

attempts of the sort have already been made. We may take it, 

then, that she does not carry it about with her.” 

“Where, then?” 

“Her banker or her lawyer. There is that double possibility. But I am 

inclined to think neither. Women are naturally secretive, and they 

like to do their own secreting. Why should she hand it over to 

anyone else? She could trust her own guardianship, but she could 

not tell what indirect or political influence might be brought to bear 

upon a business man. Besides, remember that she had resolved to 

use it within a few days. It must be where she can lay her hands 

upon it. It must be in her own house.” 

“But it has twice been burgled.” 

“Pshaw! They did not know how to look.” 

“But how will you look?” 

“I will not look.” 

“What then?” 

 



76 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I will get her to show me.” 

“But she will refuse.” 

“She will not be able to. But I hear the rumble of wheels. It is her 

carriage. Now carry out my orders to the letter.” 

 

 

Recap: Before we continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’ and witness 

Sherlock’s plan in action, let’s quickly recap the five aspects to the plan. 

Here is the plan: 

1. Holmes will dress as a clergyman 

2. There will be some ‘unpleasantness’ – a fight 

3. Holmes will get into Irene Adler’s house 

4. Holmes will signal to Watson 

5. Watson will need to throw a smoking flare into the room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have read the passage, you will be asked the following questions: 

7. How does Holmes find out important information? 

8. Why do the ostlers and grooms tell Holmes all of this information? 

9. What are the important facts Holmes found out about Irene Adler? 

 

Reading: We are going to continue reading ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’. 

Let’s see how Holmes’s plan unfolds! Will it work?  

 

After reading, you will have to know which of the following are true, and which 

false. 

1. Sherlock Holmes employs a group of people to be outside Irene Adler’s 

house.   

2. Holmes pretends to be hurt by the fighting group.   

3. Irene Adler invites Holmes in because he has been so brave and she wants 

to reward him with money.   

4. Everyone shouts ‘Fire’ when Watson throws the smoking flare in the room.   

5. When she hears the cry of ‘Fire’, Irene Adler looks to where her baby is.   

 

Turn over to continue reading Sherlock’s exciting plan in action! 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have read the passage, you will be asked the following questions: 

10. How does Holmes find out important information? 

11. Why do the ostlers and grooms tell Holmes all of this information? 

12. What are the important facts Holmes found out about Irene Adler? 
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There’s a fight outside Irene Adler’s house! Holmes gets involved… 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 
As he spoke the gleam of the sidelights of a carriage came round 

the curve of the avenue. It was a smart little landau which rattled 

up to the door of Briony Lodge. As it pulled up, one of the loafing 

men at the corner dashed forward to open the door in the hope of 

earning a copper, but was elbowed away by another loafer, who 

had rushed up with the same intention. A fierce quarrel broke out, 

which was increased by the two guardsmen, who took sides with 

one of the loungers, and by the scissors-grinder, who was equally 

hot upon the other side. A blow was struck, and in an instant the 

lady, who had stepped from her carriage, was the centre of a little 

knot of flushed and struggling men, who struck savagely at each 

other with their fists and sticks. Holmes dashed into the crowd to 

protect the lady; but, just as he reached her, he gave a cry and 

dropped to the ground, with the blood running freely down his 

face. At his fall the guardsmen took to their heels in one direction 

and the loungers in the other, while a number of better dressed 

people, who had watched the scuffle without taking part in it, 

crowded in to help the lady and to attend to the injured man.  

Irene Adler, as I will still call her, had hurried up the steps; but she 

stood at the top with her superb figure outlined against the lights of 

the hall, looking back into the street. 

“Is the poor gentleman much hurt?” she asked. 

“He is dead,” cried several voices. 

“No, no, there’s life in him!” shouted another. “But he’ll be gone 

before you can get him to hospital.” 

“He’s a brave fellow,” said a woman. “They would have had the 

lady’s purse and watch if it hadn’t been for him. They were a gang, 

and a rough one, too. Ah, he’s breathing now.” 

“He can’t lie in the street. May we bring him in, marm?” 

“Surely. Bring him into the sitting-room. There is a comfortable sofa. 

This way, please!” 

 

Landau horse and 

carraige 

 

copper - penny  

quarrel – argument  

 

 

dashed – ran quickly  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

gone – i.e. dead  

 

 

 

 

marm – madam  
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Quick comprehension: Holmes is making his way into Irene Adler’s house. 

In your own words, explain how Holmes has managed to get inside her house. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Holmes is inside Irene Adler’s house. Now it is Watson’s turn to take action! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Slowly and solemnly he was borne into Briony Lodge and laid out in 

the principal room, while I still observed the proceedings from my 

post by the window. The lamps had been lit, but the blinds had not 

been drawn, so that I could see Holmes as he lay upon the couch. I 

do not know whether he was seized with compunction at that 

moment for the part he was playing, but I know that I never felt 

more heartily ashamed of myself in my life than when I saw the 

beautiful creature against whom I was conspiring, or the grace and 

kindliness with which she waited upon the injured man. And yet it 

would be the blackest treachery to Holmes to draw back now from 

the part which he had intrusted to me. I hardened my heart, and 

took the smoke-rocket from under my ulster. After all, I thought, we 

are not injuring her. We are but preventing her from injuring another. 

Holmes had sat up upon the couch, and I saw him motion like a 

man who is in need of air. A maid rushed across and threw open 

the window. At the same instant I saw him raise his hand and at the 

signal I tossed my rocket into the room with a cry of “Fire!” The word 

was no sooner out of my mouth than the whole crowd of 

spectators, well dressed and ill—gentlemen, ostlers, and servant 

maids—joined in a general shriek of “Fire!” Thick clouds of smoke 

curled through the room and out at the open window. I caught a 

glimpse of rushing figures, and a moment later the voice of Holmes 

from within assuring them that it was a false alarm. Slipping through 

the shouting crowd I made my way to the corner of the street, and 

in ten minutes was rejoiced to find my friend’s arm in mine, and to 

get away from the scene of uproar. He walked swiftly and in silence 

for some few minutes until we had turned down one of the quiet 

streets which lead towards the Edgeware Road. 

“You did it very nicely, Doctor,” he remarked. “Nothing could have 

been better. It is all right.” 

“You have the photograph?” 

“I know where it is.” 

“And how did you find out?” 

“She showed me, as I told you she would.” 

“I am still in the dark.” 

“I do not wish to make a mystery,” said he, laughing. “The matter 

was perfectly simple. You, of course, saw that everyone in the street 

was an accomplice. They were all engaged for the evening.” 

“I guessed as much.” 

 

 

principal – main 

 

compunction – 

regret  

 

conspiring – 

planning to trick  

 

ulster – long coat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rejoiced – happy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in the dark – don’t 

understand  

accomplice – friend, 

ally 
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Holmes explains how he worked out where the photograph is kept. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Then, when the row broke out, I had a little moist red paint in the 

palm of my hand. I rushed forward, fell down, clapped my hand to 

my face, and became a piteous spectacle. It is an old trick.” 

“That also I could fathom.” 

“Then they carried me in. She was bound to have me in. What else 

could she do? And into her sitting-room, which was the very room 

which I suspected. It lay between that and her bedroom, and I was 

determined to see which. They laid me on a couch, I motioned for 

air, they were compelled to open the window, and you had your 

chance.” 

“How did that help you?” 

“It was all-important. When a woman thinks that her house is on fire, 

her instinct is at once to rush to the thing which she values most. It is 

a perfectly overpowering impulse, and I have more than once 

taken advantage of it. In the case of the Darlington Substitution 

Scandal it was of use to me, and also in the Arnsworth Castle 

business. A married woman grabs at her baby; an unmarried one 

reaches for her jewel-box. Now it was clear to me that our lady of 

to-day had nothing in the house more precious to her than what we 

are in quest of. She would rush to secure it. The alarm of fire was 

admirably done. The smoke and shouting were enough to shake 

nerves of steel. She responded beautifully. The photograph is in a 

recess behind a sliding panel just above the right bell-pull. She was 

there in an instant, and I caught a glimpse of it as she half drew it 

out. When I cried out that it was a false alarm, she replaced it, 

glanced at the rocket, rushed from the room, and I have not seen 

her since. I rose, and, making my excuses, escaped from the house. 

I hesitated whether to attempt to secure the photograph at once; 

but the coachman had come in, and as he was watching me 

narrowly, it seemed safer to wait.  

A little over-precipitance may ruin all.” 

“And now?” I asked. 

“Our quest is practically finished. I shall call with the King to-morrow, 

and with you, if you care to come with us. We will be shown into the 

sitting-room to wait for the lady, but it is probable that when she 

comes she may find neither us nor the photograph. It might be a 

satisfaction to his Majesty to regain it with his own hands.” 

 

 

 

 

fathom – work out  

 

 

They were 

compelled to – they 

had to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

recess – small hiding 

place 

bell-pull – a long 

cord with a bell on 

the end. Used to get 

the attention of the 

servants. 

over-precipitance – 

impatience  

 

Sherlock explains to Watson that he will return in the morning to retrieve the 

photograph. As they enter Baker street, a mysterious figure wishes Holmes good-

night… 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“And when will you call?” 

“At eight in the morning. She will not be up, so that we shall have a 

clear field. Besides, we must be prompt, for this marriage may mean 

a complete change in her life and habits. I must wire to the King 

without delay.” 

We had reached Baker Street and had stopped at the door. He 

was searching his pockets for the key when someone passing said: 

“Good-night, Mister Sherlock Holmes.” 

There were several people on the pavement at the time, but the 

greeting appeared to come from a slim youth in an ulster who had 

hurried by. 

“I’ve heard that voice before,” said Holmes, staring down the dimly 

lit street. “Now, I wonder who the deuce that could have been.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonder who the 

deuce… – ‘who on 

earth that could 

have been’  

 

Comprehension: True or False? 

1. Sherlock Holmes employs a group of people to be outside Irene Adler’s 

house.   

2. Holmes pretends to be hurt by the fighting group.   

3. Irene Adler invites Holmes in because he has been so brave and she wants 

to reward him with money.   

4. Everyone shouts ‘Fire’ when Watson throws the smoking flare in the room.   

5. When she hears the cry of ‘Fire’, Irene Adler looks to where her baby is.   

Extension: Correct the false statements. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quick Task: Before we read the final section of the story, jot down your ideas to 

the following questions 

1. Who do you think is the mystery person who says “Good-night Mister 

Sherlock Holmes”? 

2.  Why do you think this? 

3. How does this mystery make the reader feel?     

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
We are now going to finish A Scandal in Bohemia.  

 

Whilst you read, can you find the answers to the following questions?  

 

1. Who did Irene Adler say she had been warned against in her letter? 

2. Why did Irene Adler follow Sherlock Holmes in disguise? 

3. What does Irene Adler leave behind for the King of Bohemia? 

4. How does Irene Adler outsmart Holmes? 

5. What does Holmes ask for as payment for his work? 

 

Turn the page to read the final section in the compelling story ‘A Scandal in 

Bohemia’. 
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Watson, Holmes and the King of Bohemia are at Baker street. Holmes explains 

how Irene is now married and how this impacts upon the King’s own plans. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 
I slept at Baker Street that night, and we were engaged upon our 

toast and coffee in the morning when the King of Bohemia rushed 

into the room. 

“You have really got it!” he cried, grasping Sherlock Holmes by 

either shoulder and looking eagerly into his face. 

“Not yet.” 

“But you have hopes?” 

“I have hopes.” 

“Then, come. I am all impatience to be gone.” 

“We must have a cab.” 

“No, my brougham is waiting.” 

“Then that will simplify matters.” We descended and started off 

once more for Briony Lodge. 

“Irene Adler is married,” remarked Holmes. 

“Married! When?” 

“Yesterday.” 

“But to whom?” 

“To an English lawyer named Norton.” 

“But she could not love him.” 

“I am in hopes that she does.” 

“And why in hopes?” 

“Because it would spare your Majesty all fear of future annoyance. 

If the lady loves her husband, she does not love your Majesty. If she 

does not love your Majesty, there is no reason why she should 

interfere with your Majesty’s plan.” 

“It is true. And yet—! Well! I wish she had been of my own station! 

What a queen she would have made!” He relapsed into a moody 

silence, which was not broken until we drew up in Serpentine 

Avenue. 

The door of Briony Lodge was open, and an elderly woman stood 

upon the steps. She watched us with a sardonic eye as we stepped 

from the brougham. 

 

 

 

 

 

grasping – grabbing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

interfere – get 

involved with 

station – position, 

social standing 

 

 

sardonic – mocking, 

sarcastic 
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The woman at Briony Lodge tells Holmes that Irene Adler left this morning. Before, 

she left, Irene wrote a letter to Holmes. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 
“Mr. Sherlock Holmes, I believe?” said she. 

“I am Mr. Holmes,” answered my companion, looking at her with a 

questioning and rather startled gaze. 

“Indeed! My mistress told me that you were likely to call. She left this 

morning with her husband by the 5:15 train from Charing Cross for 

the Continent.” 

“What!” Sherlock Holmes staggered back, white with chagrin and 

surprise. “Do you mean that she has left England?” 

“Never to return.” 

“And the papers?” asked the King hoarsely. “All is lost.” 

“We shall see.” He pushed past the servant and rushed into the 

drawing-room, followed by the King and myself. The furniture was 

scattered about in every direction, with dismantled shelves and 

open drawers, as if the lady had hurriedly ransacked them before 

her flight. Holmes rushed at the bell-pull, tore back a small sliding 

shutter, and, plunging in his hand, pulled out a photograph and a 

letter. The photograph was of Irene Adler herself in evening dress, 

the letter was superscribed to “Sherlock Holmes, Esq. To be left till 

called for.” My friend tore it open, and we all three read it together. 

It was dated at midnight of the preceding night and ran in this way:  

 

“MY DEAR MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES,—You really did it very well. You 

took me in completely. Until after the alarm of fire, I had not a 

suspicion. But then, when I found how I had betrayed myself, I 

began to think. I had been warned against you months ago. I had 

been told that, if the King employed an agent, it would certainly be 

you. And your address had been given me. Yet, with all this, you 

made me reveal what you wanted to know. Even after I became 

suspicious, I found it hard to think evil of such a dear, kind old 

clergyman. But, you know, I have been trained as an actress myself. 

Male costume is nothing new to me. I often take advantage of the 

freedom which it gives. I sent John, the coachman, to watch you, 

ran upstairs, got into my walking clothes, as I call them, and came 

down just as you departed. 

“Well, I followed you to your door, and so made sure that I was 

really an object of interest to the celebrated Mr. Sherlock Holmes. 

Then I, rather imprudently, wished you good-night, and started for 

the Temple to see my husband. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

took me in – fooled 

me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

imprudently – 

unwisely  

 

Irene Adler’s letter to 

Holmes. 

Irene Adler’s manly 

disguise 
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Holmes has been outsmarted by Irene Adler! How will he react? 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

“We both thought the best resource was flight, when pursued by so 

formidable an antagonist; so you will find the nest empty when you 

call to-morrow. As to the photograph, your client may rest in peace. 

I love and am loved by a better man than he. The King may do 

what he will without hindrance from one whom he has cruelly 

wronged. I keep it only to safeguard myself, and to preserve a 

weapon which will always secure me from any steps which he 

might take in the future. I leave a photograph which he might care 

to possess; and I remain, dear Mr. Sherlock Holmes, 

“Very truly yours,               

“IRENE NORTON, née ADLER.”  

“What a woman—oh, what a woman!” cried the King of Bohemia, 

when we had all three read this epistle. “Did I not tell you how quick 

and resolute she was? Would she not have made an admirable 

queen? Is it not a pity that she was not on my level?” 

“From what I have seen of the lady, she seems, indeed, to be on a 

very different level to your Majesty,” said Holmes coldly. “I am sorry 

that I have not been able to bring your Majesty’s business to a more 

successful conclusion.” 

“On the contrary, my dear sir,” cried the King; “nothing could be 

more successful. I know that her word is inviolate. The photograph is 

now as safe as if it were in the fire.” 

“I am glad to hear your Majesty say so.” 

“I am immensely indebted to you. Pray tell me in what way I can 

reward you. This ring—” He slipped an emerald snake ring from his 

finger and held it out upon the palm of his hand. 

“Your Majesty has something which I should value even more 

highly,” said Holmes. 

“You have but to name it.” 

“This photograph!” 

The King stared at him in amazement. 

“Irene’s photograph!” he cried. “Certainly, if you wish it.” 

“I thank your Majesty. Then there is no more to be done in the 

matter. I have the honour to wish you a very good morning.” He 

bowed, and, turning away without observing the hand which the 

King had stretched out to him, he set off in my company for his 

chambers.  

resource – course of 

action 

formidable – 

impressive 

antagonist – enemy  

hindrance – 

interference  

 

 

epistle - letter 

resolute – 

determined  

 

 

 

On the contrary – just 

the opposite  

inviolate – 

unbreakable  
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How does Holmes now refer to Irene Adler? 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

“I thank your Majesty. Then there is no more to be done in the 

matter. I have the honour to wish you a very good morning.” He 

bowed, and, turning away without observing the hand which the 

King had stretched out to him, he set off in my company for his 

chambers.  

And that was how a great scandal threatened to affect the 

kingdom of Bohemia, and how the best plans of Mr. Sherlock 

Holmes were beaten by a woman’s wit. He used to make merry 

over the cleverness of women, but I have not heard him do it of 

late. And when he speaks of Irene Adler, or when he refers to her 

photograph, it is always under the honourable title of the woman.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

of late – recently 

 

Comprehension: Answer the following questions to show your understanding. 

1. Who was Irene Adler warned against in her letter? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Irene Adler follow Sherlock Holmes? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Irene Adler leave behind for the King? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does Irene Adler outsmart Holmes? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does Holmes ask for as payment? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Main task:  

A Scandal in Bohemia ends with Watson saying: 

‘And when he speaks of Irene Adler, or when he refers to her photograph, it is 

always under the honourable title of the woman.’ 

 

Why does Sherlock Holmes refer to Irene Adler as ‘the woman’?  

How does Sherlock Holmes feel towards Irene Adler? 

Bullet point your ideas. 

• Holmes respects Irene Adler 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•  

Can you find quotations to support your ideas? 

Extension: Have Sherlock Holmes’s views about women changed over the course 

of the story? Explain your answer. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



90 
 

Sherlock Holmes 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

   

  

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T2 

Score 

___ 

/10 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question. 

1) Which of the following are examples of a scandal? (3) 

a) A Premier League manager makes all of his players take performance 

enhancing drugs. 

b) A teacher offers her class free extra lessons at the weekend to help them 

prepare for an exam. 

c) The married king of a powerful country has a secret affair with a singer. 

d) A popular vegetarian restaurant is found out to use pork gelatine in its 

desserts. 

e) A famous athlete gets married to a politician.  

 

2) Which statements about A Scandal in Bohemia are correct? (4) 

a) Irene Adler has a photograph of her with the King of Bohemia. 

b) There will be a scandal if the King of Bohemia is found to have had a 

relationship with a singer. 

c) The King of Scandinavia is very traditional. He wants his daughter to marry 

someone who has not been in a relationship before. 

d) The King of Bohemia is worried he will compromise his reputation and his 

relationship with the Princess of Scandinavia. 

e) Sherlock Holmes treats the King of Bohemia with respect and courtesy. 

 

3) The King of Bohemia describes Irene Adler like this: 

“I know that she will do it. You do not know her, but she has a soul of steel.” 

What does this quotation tell us about Irene Adler? (2) 

a) Irene Adler can be determined. 

b) Irene Adler gives up easily. 

c) Irene Adler cannot be intimidated.  

d) Irene Adler does not have any emotions. 

e) This quotation uses a metaphor. 

 

4) What did Sherlock Holmes do to investigate Irene Adler? (2) 

a) Disguised himself as a vicar. 

b) Made friends with horse-keepers to find out more about Irene Adler. 

c) Went to a jewellery shop to find out more about Irene Adler’s marriage. 

d) Acted as witness to Irene Adler’s marriage. 

e) Followed Irene Adler’s husband to his place of work at Temple. 
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5) Holmes comes up with a plan to find out where Irene Adler is hiding the photograph 

of her and the King of Bohemia. Put the events of Sherlock’s plan into the correct order.  

 

D. Sherlock Holmes employs a group of people to be outside Irene Adler’s house. 

C. The group of actors pretend to grab Irene Adler’s purse. 

G. Holmes pretends to be hurt by the fighting group. 

B. Irene Adler invites Holmes in because he has been hurt. 

F. Watson throws a smoke grenade into the house. 

E. Irene Adler looks to where the photograph is hidden when she hears the cry of 

‘Fire’. 

A. Holmes watches where Irene Adler looks to work out where the photograph is 

hidden. 

 

 

 

6) Dr. Watson describes Holmes’s attitudes towards Irene Adler like this: 

“And when he speaks of Irene Adler, or when he refers to her photograph, it is always 

under the honourable title of the woman.” 

Why does Sherlock Holmes refer to Irene Adler as ‘the woman’? (3) 

a) Because he thinks he is better than her because she is a woman. 

b) Because she is important to Holmes because she is one of the only people to 

have outsmarted him. 

c) Because he marries Irene Adler. 

d) Because she is one of the only women Holmes respects. 

e) Because she is one of the most beautiful women Holmes ever meets. 

 

 

7) How does Irene Adler taunt Sherlock Holmes after she works out who he is? (2) 

a) She leaves the country with her husband. 

b) She says, “Good-night, Mister Sherlock Holmes” after following him home. 

c) She leaves Holmes a letter saying how close he was to beating her. 

d) She promises that the King of Bohemia’s photograph is safe with her. 

e) Sherlock Holmes is arrogant.  

 

 

8) Dr Watson describes Sherlock Holmes like this.  

“He was, I take it, the most perfect reasoning and observing machine that the 

world has seen.” 

What does this description tell us about Sherlock Holmes? (1) 

a) Sherlock Holmes breaks easily like a machine. 

b) Sherlock Holmes never feels any emotion. 

c) Sherlock Holmes can make deductions about people almost automatically. 

d) Sherlock Holmes thinks that some things are too strange and mysterious to 

explain. 

e) Sherlock Holmes is good at looking at things but not at doing things. 
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9) What would be a good summary of this quotation? (1) 

“I have no data yet. It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data. 

Insensibly one begins to twist facts to suit theories, instead of theories to suit facts.” 

a) Sometimes having a guess will help you find the right answer. 

b) If you can think of a good explanation for something, it doesn’t matter if some 

of the facts don’t match up. 

c) It is not sensible to base explanations on facts. 

d) You should try to gather facts before you start to think of explanations.  

e) It is a good idea to make guesses without any facts. 

 

 

10) Holmes says this to Dr. Watson: 

“You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear.” 

What do you think Holmes means by this? (2) 

a) Dr. Watson does not look around him. 

b) Dr. Watson has problems with his eyesight. 

c) Dr. Watson does not notice small details. 

d) Dr. Watson takes too long looking at things. 

e) Dr. Watson does not pay close attention to things. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 9 

Mastery Content: 

• Holmes respects Adler. 

• Holmes describes her as ‘the woman’ to show his regard for her. 

• Holmes is usually dismissive and disrespectful of women. 

• Topic sentences can be used to link an essay together. 

 
Do Now 

Last lesson, we finished reading A Scandal in Bohemia.  

Answer the following questions to recap the end of the story. 

1. What disguise does Holmes adopt during the plan? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is Watson’s role in Holmes’s plan? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does Holmes get in to Irene Adler’s house? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How does Holmes feel about Irene Adler? How do you know? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Recap: 

Last lesson, Irene Adler outsmarted Sherlock Holmes! 

Irene revealed how she did this in a letter left to Holmes. 

Here is a summary of how she managed to outsmart Sherlock: 

 

• Previously she had been warned that he might come to 

investigate her. 

• She worked out that the clergyman was Sherlock 

Holmes. 

• She follows him back to Baker Street and says, “Good-

night, Mister Sherlock Holmes.” 

• She leaves with the photograph before Holmes can get 

to her, leaving Holmes a teasing letter, explaining how 

she beat him. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we’re going to answer this question: 

Why does Sherlock Holmes refer to Irene Adler as ‘the woman’? 

We already know what Irene Adler has done to impress Holmes. 

To answer this question, we need to do two more things: 

1. Find out Sherlock Holmes's original attitudes towards women. 

2. Explore Sherlock Holmes’s respect for Irene Adler. 

 

Let’s begin by exploring Holmes’s original attitudes towards women. 
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  New Learning: 

We are going to explore and annotate quotations that show Sherlock’s original 

attitude towards women, before he was outsmarted by Irene Adler. 

 

The first quotation has been done as an example for you. 

Here, the King tells Holmes when Irene Adler will send the photograph (on the day 

the wedding is announced). 

 

What do these quotations tell you about Sherlock Holmes’s original attitudes 

towards women? 

 

Summary: Holmes’s attitudes towards women  

Holmes has an arrogant attitude towards women. He thinks he is better than 

them. Not only this, he thinks he understands what women are like and doesn’t 

respect the idea that woman are as intelligent as men. 
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New Learning: 

We are going to explore and annotate quotations that show Sherlock’s respect 

for Irene Adler. 

The first quotation has been done as an example for you. 

This quotation is taken from the start of the story. Here, Watson explains Holmes’s 

attitude towards Irene.  

 

How do these quotations show Sherlock Holmes’s respect for Irene Adler? 

 

 

Summary: Holmes’s feelings towards Irene Adler.  

Holmes respects Irene both over any other woman, and over the wealth and 

power of the king. 
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Main Task: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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You can make your writing better by linking your paragraphs together. 

Here’s how you can do this: 

• Use the topic sentence of each paragraph to link to the previous 

paragraph. 

• Use the topic sentence to say how what you are about to say is different to 

the previous paragraph. 

 

Let’s look at an example 

 

 

 

Task: Review your written answer. 

Look back at the paragraphs you have written.  

Edit the topic sentence to each paragraph to help them link together.  

• Use the topic sentence of each paragraph to link to the previous 

paragraph. 

• Use the topic sentence to say how what you are about to say is different to 

the previous paragraph. 
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements are correct? 

 

a) Sherlock Holmes has stopped making fun of women since meeting Irene Adler. 

b) Sherlock Holmes was most impressed by Irene Adler’s beauty. 

c) Sherlock Holmes thinks that Irene Adler is more impressive than the King of 

Bohemia. 

d) Sherlock Holmes admits that he was in love with Irene Adler. 

e) Sherlock hates Irene Adler so much that he can’t use her name. This is why he 

calls her ‘the woman’. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 10 

Mastery Content: 

• The start to Sherlock Holmes stories are similar 

• Newspapers were popular in Victorian London; they carried a lot of 

advertisements 

• Jabez Wilson answers an advertisement for red-headed people 

• He is offered a position copying out the Encyclopaedia Britannica for four hours 

a day (£4 per day) 

• The position is taken away from him after two months 

 
Do Now 

Today we will read the opening of another Sherlock Holmes story.  

It is called “The Red-Headed League”.  

You might know the word league as a group of teams playing a sport in 

competition with each other. 

But the word has another, similar meaning: 

A league is  a group of people who join together because they have the same 

interest. 

 

What shared interests do you think The Red-Headed League have? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: What can you remember about the beginning A Scandal in Bohemia? 

How did it start? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: 

The opening of The Red-Headed League has many similarities to the opening of 

A Scandal in Bohemia. 

Look at the table below. 

As you read, can you find any similarities between this opening and the opening 

of A Scandal in Bohemia? 

 

We will fill it out together after reading. 

I had called upon my friend, Mr. Sherlock Holmes, one day in the 

autumn of last year and found him in deep conversation with a very 

stout, florid-faced, elderly gentleman with fiery red hair. With an 

apology for my intrusion, I was about to withdraw when Holmes 

pulled me abruptly into the room and closed the door behind me. 

“You could not possibly have come at a better time, my dear 

Watson,” he said cordially. 

“I was afraid that you were engaged.” 

“So I am. Very much so.” 

“Then I can wait in the next room.” 

“Not at all. This gentleman, Mr. Wilson, has been my partner and 

helper in many of my most successful cases, and I have no doubt 

that he will be of the utmost use to me in yours also.” 

The stout gentleman half rose from his chair and gave a bob of 

greeting, with a quick little questioning glance from his small fat-

encircled eyes. 

 

 

stout – short and 

broad 

florid – fancy 

intrusion – 

interruption  

cordially – in a 

friendly way 

 

 

utmost – greatest  

 

Watson visits Sherlock. Holmes is with a new client, but invites him in.  

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Try the settee,” said Holmes, relapsing into his armchair and putting 

his fingertips together, as was his custom when in judicial moods. “I 

know, my dear Watson, that you share my love of all that is bizarre 

and outside the conventions and humdrum routine of everyday life. 

You have shown your relish for it by the enthusiasm which has 

prompted you to chronicle, and, if you will excuse my saying so, 

somewhat to embellish so many of my own little adventures.” 

“Your cases have indeed been of the greatest interest to me,” I 

observed. 

“You will remember that I remarked the other day, just before we 

went into the very simple problem presented by Miss Mary 

Sutherland, that for strange effects and extraordinary combinations 

we must go to life itself, which is always far more daring than any 

effort of the imagination.” 

“A proposition which I took the liberty of doubting.” 

“You did, Doctor, but none the less you must come round to my 

view, for otherwise I shall keep on piling fact upon fact on you until 

your reason breaks down under them and acknowledges me to be 

right. Now, Mr. Jabez Wilson here has been good enough to call 

upon me this morning, and to begin a narrative which promises to 

be one of the most singular which I have listened to for some time. 

You have heard me remark that the strangest and most unique 

things are very often connected not with the larger but with the 

smaller crimes, and occasionally, indeed, where there is room for 

doubt whether any positive crime has been committed. As far as I 

have heard, it is impossible for me to say whether the present case 

is an instance of crime or not, but the course of events is certainly 

among the most singular that I have ever listened to. Perhaps, Mr. 

Wilson, you would have the great kindness to recommence your 

narrative. I ask you not merely because my friend Dr. Watson has 

not heard the opening part but also because the peculiar nature of 

the story makes me anxious to have every possible detail from your 

lips.  

 

custom – habit  

judicial – judge-like  

relish – passion  

chronicle – record 

and write about 

embellish – 

exaggerate  

 

 

strange effects – 

strange stories  

proposition – 

suggestion 

took the liberty –took 

the opportunity to  

 

narrative – story 

 

 

 

singular – unique, 

individual  

 

Watson visits Sherlock. Holmes is with a new client, but invites him in.  

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Quick Comprehension: 

1. Who has visited Holmes this morning? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension: 

Two similarities have occurred so far in the opening of The Red Headed League. 

Complete the table below 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We learn more about Jabez Wilson. Holmes makes some clever deductions from 

the client’s appearance.  

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

“As a rule, when I have heard some slight indication of the course of 

events, I am able to guide myself by the thousands of other similar 

cases which occur to my memory. In the present instance I am 

forced to admit that the facts are, to the best of my belief, unique.” 

The portly client puffed out his chest with an appearance of some 

little pride and pulled a dirty and wrinkled newspaper from the 

inside pocket of his greatcoat. As he glanced down the 

advertisement column, with his head thrust forward and the paper 

flattened out upon his knee, I took a good look at the man and 

endeavoured, after the fashion of my companion, to read the 

indications which might be presented by his dress or appearance. 

I did not gain very much, however, by my inspection. Our visitor 

bore every mark of being an average commonplace British 

tradesman, obese, pompous, and slow. He wore rather baggy grey 

shepherd’s check trousers, a not over-clean black frock-coat, 

unbuttoned in the front, and a drab waistcoat with a heavy brassy 

Albert chain, and a square pierced bit of metal dangling down as 

an ornament. A frayed top-hat and a faded brown overcoat with a 

wrinkled velvet collar lay upon a chair beside him. Altogether, look 

as I would, there was nothing remarkable about the man save his 

blazing red head, and the expression of extreme chagrin and 

discontent upon his features. 

 

 

 

 

 

portly – plump 

after the fashion – in 

the same way 

companion – friend 

 

 

 

 

drab – old, dirty, dull 

 

save – except for  

chagrin – 

annoyance, 

embarrassment  
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Sherlock Holmes’ quick eye took in my occupation, and he shook 

his head with a smile as he noticed my questioning glances. 

“Beyond the obvious facts that he has at some time done manual 

labour, that he takes snuff, that he is a Freemason, that he has been 

in China, and that he has done a considerable amount of writing 

lately, I can deduce nothing else.” 

Mr. Jabez Wilson started up in his chair, with his forefinger upon the 

paper, but his eyes upon my companion. 

“How, in the name of good-fortune, did you know all that, Mr. 

Holmes?” he asked. “How did you know, for example, that I did 

manual labour. It’s as true as gospel, for I began as a ship’s 

carpenter.” 

“Your hands, my dear sir. Your right hand is quite a size larger than 

your left. You have worked with it, and the muscles are more 

developed.” 

“Well, the snuff, then, and the Freemasonry?” 

“I won’t insult your intelligence by telling you how I read that, 

especially as, rather against the strict rules of your order, you use an 

arc-and-compass breastpin.” 

“Ah, of course, I forgot that. But the writing?” 

“What else can be indicated by that right cuff so very shiny for five 

inches, and the left one with the smooth patch near the elbow 

where you rest it upon the desk?” 

“Well, but China?”  

“The fish that you have tattooed immediately above your right wrist 

could only have been done in China. I have made a small study of 

tattoo marks and have even contributed to the literature of the 

subject. That trick of staining the fishes’ scales of a delicate pink is 

quite peculiar to China. When, in addition, I see a Chinese coin 

hanging from your watch-chain, the matter becomes even more 

simple.” 

Mr. Jabez Wilson laughed heavily. “Well, I never!” said he. “I thought 

at first that you had done something clever, but I see that there was 

nothing in it after all.” 

snuff – a type of 

tobacco 

Freemason – a 

society of workers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

arc-and-compass – 

logo of the 

Freemasons  

 

We learn more about Jabez Wilson. Holmes makes some clever deductions from 

the client’s appearance.  

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“I begin to think, Watson,” said Holmes, “that I make a mistake in 

explaining. ‘Omne ignotum pro magnifico,’ you know, and my poor 

little reputation, such as it is, will suffer shipwreck if I am so candid. 

Can you not find the advertisement, Mr. Wilson?” 

 

Omne ignotum pro 

magnifico – Latin. 

Translates as: 

‘everything unknown 

(is taken) as grand’ 

Meaning,  the 

unknown tends to be 

exaggerated in 

importance or 

difficulty 

candid – open and 

honest 

 

We learn more about Jabez Wilson. Holmes makes some clever deductions from 

the client’s appearance.  

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Comprehension: 

Now you have read the opening to The Red Headed League  

Complete the table below 

 

 

Extension: What remarkable deductions has Holmes made so far? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



106 
 

  

Vocabulary Recap: periodical 

• Periodicals are books, magazines or other entertainment that are released 

on a regular basis. We still have them today. 

 

The Red-Headed League was published in 1891 in The Strand magazine, a 

periodical. 

We know that Victorian readers would have read Sherlock Holmes in periodicals, 

and that periodicals were very popular in Victorian Britain.  

 

The same is true of newspapers.  

Newspapers looked very different to the ones we have today. 

Newspapers contained more announcements (like births, deaths and weddings). 

There were also lots of personal advertisements (similar to gumtree or eBay). 

 

The person who has come to Sherlock Holmes found a strange advertisement in 

the newspaper. We are going to find out more about the advertisement.  

 

 

 

We are going to continue reading The Red Headed League. 

In the following passage: 

• Jabez Wilson explains who showed him the advertisement. 

• We learn that the advertisement offers good pay for little work. 

• We learn that only people with red hair can apply to the advertisement.  

• We find out who founded the ‘Red Headed League’ and why. 
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We are going to continue reading The Red Headed League. 

As you read, find the answer to these questions. 

• Who shows Jabez Wilson the advertisement? 

• Who can apply to the advertisement? 

• What does the advertisement offer? 

• Who founded the Red-Headed League? 

• Why did they establish the Red-Headed League? 

 

We learn more about the advertisement.   

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

“Yes, I have got it now,” he answered with his thick red finger 

planted halfway down the column. “Here it is. This is what began it 

all. You just read it for yourself, sir.” 

I took the paper from him and read as follows: 

“TO THE RED-HEADED LEAGUE: On account of the bequest of the 

late Ezekiah Hopkins, of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, U. S. A., there is now 

another vacancy open which entitles a member of the League to a 

salary of £4 a week for purely nominal services. All red-headed men 

who are sound in body and mind and above the age of twenty-

one years, are eligible. Apply in person on Monday, at eleven 

o’clock, to Duncan Ross, at the offices of the League, 7 Pope’s 

Court, Fleet Street.” 

“What on earth does this mean?” I ejaculated after I had twice 

read over the extraordinary announcement. 

Holmes chuckled and wriggled in his chair, as was his habit when in 

high spirits. “It is a little off the beaten track, isn’t it?” said he. “And 

now, Mr. Wilson, off you go at scratch and tell us all about yourself, 

your household, and the effect which this advertisement had upon 

your fortunes. You will first make a note, Doctor, of the paper and 

the date.” 

“It is The Morning Chronicle of April 27, 1890. Just two months ago.” 

 

 

 

 

bequest – donation 

after dying  

vacancy – opening, 

free space  

nominal – minimal, 

basic 

sound – healthy  

ejaculated – cried 

out  

off the beaten track 

– unusual  

go at scratch – start 

from the beginning  

 

Quick Comprehension: 

1. Who is eligible for the vacancy? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Holmes react to the announcement? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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We learn more about Jabez Wilson’s business and his ‘helpful’ assistant… 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

“Very good. Now, Mr. Wilson?” 

“Well, it is just as I have been telling you, Mr. Sherlock Holmes,” said 

Jabez Wilson, mopping his forehead; “I have a small pawnbroker’s 

business at Coburg Square, near the City. It’s not a very large affair, 

and of late years it has not done more than just give me a living. I 

used to be able to keep two assistants, but now I only keep one; 

and I would have a job to pay him but that he is willing to come for 

half wages so as to learn the business.” 

“What is the name of this obliging youth?” asked Sherlock Holmes. 

His name is Vincent Spaulding, and he’s not such a youth, either. It’s 

hard to say his age. I should not wish a smarter assistant, Mr. Holmes; 

and I know very well that he could better himself and earn twice 

what I am able to give him. But, after all, if he is satisfied, why should 

I put ideas in his head?” 

“Why, indeed? You seem most fortunate in having an employee 

who comes under the full market price. It is not a common 

experience among employers in this age. I don’t know that your 

assistant is not as remarkable as your advertisement.” 

“Oh, he has his faults, too,” said Mr. Wilson. “Never was such a 

fellow for photography. Snapping away with a camera when he 

ought to be improving his mind, and then diving down into the 

cellar like a rabbit into its hole to develop his pictures. That is his 

main fault, but on the whole he’s a good worker. There’s no vice in 

him.” 

“He is still with you, I presume?” 

“Yes, sir. He and a girl of fourteen, who does a bit of simple cooking 

and keeps the place clean—that’s all I have in the house, for I am a 

widower and never had any family. We live very quietly, sir, the 

three of us; and we keep a roof over our heads and pay our debts, 

if we do nothing more. 

“The first thing that put us out was that advertisement. Spaulding, he 

came down into the office just this day eight weeks, with this very 

paper in his hand, and he says: 

“ ‘I wish to the Lord, Mr. Wilson, that I was a red-headed man.’ 

“ ‘Why that?’ I asks. 

“ ‘Why,’ says he, ‘here’s another vacancy on the League of the 

Red-headed Men. It’s worth quite a little fortune to any man who 

gets it, and I understand that there are more vacancies than there 

are men, so that the trustees are at their wits’ end what to do with 

the money. If my hair would only change colour, here’s a nice little 

crib all ready for me to step into.’ 

 

Pawnbroker –

someone who lends 

you money in 

exchange for items 

that they will sell if 

you cannot pay the 

money back (like 

Cash Converters) 

obliging – helpful  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vice – bad or evil 

habits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

trustees – people 

who make sure a will 

is carried out 

crib – easy job 
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Quick Comprehension: 

1. How much does Jabez Wilson pay Vincent Spaulding as his assistant? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where does Vincent Spaulding develop his photographs? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who shows Jabez Wilson the advertisement for the vacancy? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We learn more about the vacancy advertised; it is easy work for a lot of money.   

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

“ ‘Why, what is it, then?’ I asked. You see, Mr. Holmes, I am a very 

stay-at-home man, and as my business came to me instead of my 

having to go to it, I was often weeks on end without putting my foot 

over the door-mat. In that way I didn’t know much of what was 

going on outside, and I was always glad of a bit of news. 

“ ‘Have you never heard of the League of the Red-headed Men?’ 

he asked with his eyes open. 

“ ‘Never.’ 

“ ‘Why, I wonder at that, for you are eligible yourself for one of the 

vacancies.’ 

“ ‘And what are they worth?’ I asked. 

“ ‘Oh, merely a couple of hundred a year, but the work is slight, and 

it need not interfere very much with one’s other occupations.’ 

“Well, you can easily think that that made me prick up my ears, for 

the business has not been over good for some years, and an extra 

couple of hundred would have been very handy. 

“ ‘Tell me all about it,’ said I. 

“ ‘Well,’ said he, showing me the advertisement, ‘you can see for 

yourself that the League has a vacancy, and there is the address 

where you should apply for particulars. As far as I can make out, the 

League was founded by an American millionaire, Ezekiah Hopkins, 

who was very peculiar in his ways. He was himself red-headed, and 

he had a great sympathy for all red-headed men; so, when he 

died, it was found that he had left his enormous fortune in the hands 

of trustees, with instructions to apply the interest to the providing of 

easy berths to men whose hair is of that colour. From all I hear it is 

splendid pay and very little to do.’ 

“ ‘But,’ said I, ‘there would be millions of red-headed men who 

would apply.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

slight – easy  

 

 

 

 

 

particulars – more 

details 

 

 

easy berth – an easy 

path 
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Jabez Wilson has very red hair. This helped convince him he should apply. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

“ ‘Not so many as you might think,’ he answered. ‘You see it is really 

confined to Londoners, and to grown men. This American had 

started from London when he was young, and he wanted to do the 

old town a good turn. Then, again, I have heard it is no use your 

applying if your hair is light red, or dark red, or anything but real 

bright, blazing, fiery red. Now, if you cared to apply, Mr. Wilson, you 

would just walk in; but perhaps it would hardly be worth your while 

to put yourself out of the way for the sake of a few hundred 

pounds.’ 

“Now, it is a fact, gentlemen, as you may see for yourselves, that my 

hair is of a very full and rich tint, so that it seemed to me that if there 

was to be any competition in the matter I stood as good a chance 

as any man that I had ever met. Vincent Spaulding seemed to 

know so much about it that I thought he might prove useful, so I just 

ordered him to put up the shutters for the day and to come right 

away with me. He was very willing to have a holiday, so we shut the 

business up and started off for the address that was given us in the 

advertisement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

put up the shutters – 

i.e. close the shop 

 

Summary: 

• Jabez Wilson has come to ask for Sherlock Holmes’s help. 

• Vincent Spaulding shows Jabez Wilson the advertisement.  

• The advertisement offers good pay for little work. 

• An American millionaire called Ezekiah Hopkins founded the Red-Headed 

League.  

• Hopkins established the League to help other people with red hair. 

 

Extension: What are your initial thoughts about the Red-Headed League? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: 

In the next passage, Vincent Spaulding does three things to help Jabez Wilson 

secure his place in The Red-Headed League. 

• When Jabez Wilson wants to give up and go home, Vincent Spaulding 

helps Jabez Wilson get to the front of the crowd of red-heads to be 

interviewed. 

• Vincent Spaulding introduces Jabez Wilson to the interviewers. 

• Vincent Spaulding offers to look after Jabez Wilson’s shop whilst he is 

working for The Red-Headed League. 

 

As we read highlight / underline the three helpful things Vincent does for Jabez 

Wilson. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

“I never hope to see such a sight as that again, Mr. Holmes. From 

north, south, east, and west every man who had a shade of red in 

his hair had tramped into the city to answer the advertisement. 

Fleet Street was choked with red-headed folk, and Pope’s Court 

looked like a coster’s orange barrow. I should not have thought 

there were so many in the whole country as were brought together 

by that single advertisement. Every shade of colour they were—

straw, lemon, orange, brick, Irish-setter, liver, clay; but, as Spaulding 

said, there were not many who had the real vivid flame-coloured 

tint. When I saw how many were waiting, I would have given it up in 

despair; but Spaulding would not hear of it. How he did it I could not 

imagine, but he pushed and pulled and butted until he got me 

through the crowd, and right up to the steps which led to the office. 

There was a double stream upon the stair, some going up in hope, 

and some coming back dejected; but we wedged in as well as we 

could and soon found ourselves in the office.” 

“Your experience has been a most entertaining one,” remarked 

Holmes as his client paused and refreshed his memory with a huge 

pinch of snuff. “Pray continue your very interesting statement.” 

 

 

 

coster – a fruitseller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

snuff – tobacco  

 

Jabez Wilson describes the busy street full of red-headed people willing to apply 

for the job. Spaulding led Wilson through the crowd. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“There was nothing in the office but a couple of wooden chairs and 

a deal table, behind which sat a small man with a head that was 

even redder than mine. He said a few words to each candidate as 

he came up, and then he always managed to find some fault in 

them which would disqualify them. Getting a vacancy did not 

seem to be such a very easy matter, after all. However, when our 

turn came the little man was much more favourable to me than to 

any of the others, and he closed the door as we entered, so that he 

might have a private word with us. 

“ ‘This is Mr. Jabez Wilson,’ said my assistant, ‘and he is willing to fill a 

vacancy in the League.’ 

“ ‘And he is admirably suited for it,’ the other answered. ‘He has 

every requirement. I cannot recall when I have seen anything so 

fine.’ He took a step backward, cocked his head on one side, and 

gazed at my hair until I felt quite bashful. Then suddenly he plunged 

forward, wrung my hand, and congratulated me warmly on my 

success. 

“ ‘It would be injustice to hesitate,’ said he. ‘You will, however, I am 

sure, excuse me for taking an obvious precaution.’ With that he 

seized my hair in both his hands, and tugged until I yelled with the 

pain. ‘There is water in your eyes,’ said he as he released me. ‘I 

perceive that all is as it should be. But we have to be careful, for we 

have twice been deceived by wigs and once by paint. I could tell 

you tales of cobbler’s wax which would disgust you with human 

nature.’ He stepped over to the window and shouted through it at 

the top of his voice that the vacancy was filled. A groan of 

disappointment came up from below, and the folk all trooped 

away in different directions until there was not a red-head to be 

seen except my own and that of the manager. 

“ ‘My name,’ said he, ‘is Mr. Duncan Ross, and I am myself one of 

the pensioners upon the fund left by our noble benefactor. Are you 

a married man, Mr. Wilson? Have you a family?’ 

“I answered that I had not. 

“His face fell immediately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

recall – remember  

cocked – tipped 

bashful – shy and 

embarrassed  

 

precaution – safety 

measure 

 

cobbler – a person 

who works with shoes 

 

 

 

 

benefactor – 

donator  

 

Vincent Spaulding speaks for Jabez in the interview for the Red Headed League. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 



113 
 

“ ‘Dear me!’ he said gravely, ‘that is very serious indeed! I am sorry 

to hear you say that. The fund was, of course, for the propagation 

and spread of the red-heads as well as for their maintenance. It is 

exceedingly unfortunate that you should be a bachelor.’ 

“My face lengthened at this, Mr. Holmes, for I thought that I was not 

to have the vacancy after all; but after thinking it over for a few 

minutes he said that it would be all right. 

“ ‘In the case of another,’ said he, ‘the objection might be fatal, but 

we must stretch a point in favour of a man with such a head of hair 

as yours. When shall you be able to enter upon your new duties?’ 

“ ‘Well, it is a little awkward, for I have a business already,’ said I. 

“ ‘Oh, never mind about that, Mr. Wilson!’ said Vincent Spaulding. ‘I 

should be able to look after that for you.’ 

“ ‘What would be the hours?’ I asked. 

“ ‘Ten to two.’ 

“Now a pawnbroker’s business is mostly done of an evening, Mr. 

Holmes, especially Thursday and Friday evening, which is just before 

pay-day; so it would suit me very well to earn a little in the mornings. 

Besides, I knew that my assistant was a good man, and that he 

would see to anything that turned up. 

“ ‘That would suit me very well,’ said I. ‘And the pay?’ 

“ ‘Is £4 a week.’ 

“ ‘And the work?’ 

“ ‘Is purely nominal.’ 

“ ‘What do you call purely nominal?’ 

“ ‘Well, you have to be in the office, or at least in the building, the 

whole time. If you leave, you forfeit your whole position forever. The 

will is very clear upon that point. You don’t comply with the 

conditions if you budge from the office during that time.’ 

“ ‘It’s only four hours a day, and I should not think of leaving,’ said I. 

“ ‘No excuse will avail,’ said Mr. Duncan Ross; ‘neither sickness nor 

business nor anything else. There you must stay, or you lose your 

billet.’ 

“ ‘And the work?’ 

“ ‘Is to copy out the Encyclopaedia Britannica. There is the first 

volume of it in that press. You must find your own ink, pens, and 

blotting-paper, but we provide this table and chair. Will you be 

ready to-morrow?’ 

“ ‘Certainly,’ I answered. 

propagation – 

spread, 

development 

maintenance – 

upkeep  

bachelor – single, no 

family  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nominal – minor  

 

 

Forfeit – give up 

 

Jabez Wilson describes to Holmes and Watson how he was told more about the 

easy work for good money. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“ ‘No excuse will avail,’ said Mr. Duncan Ross; ‘neither sickness nor 

business nor anything else. There you must stay, or you lose your 

billet.’ 

“ ‘And the work?’ 

“ ‘Is to copy out the Encyclopaedia Britannica. There is the first 

volume of it in that press. You must find your own ink, pens, and 

blotting-paper, but we provide this table and chair. Will you be 

ready to-morrow?’ 

“ ‘Certainly,’ I answered. 

“ ‘Then, good-bye, Mr. Jabez Wilson, and let me congratulate you 

once more on the important position which you have been 

fortunate enough to gain.’ He bowed me out of the room and I 

went home with my assistant, hardly knowing what to say or do, I 

was so pleased at my own good fortune. 

 

 

No excuse will avail 

– We will not accept 

any excuses 

billet – position  

Encyclopaedia 

Britannica – a book 

containing 

information on a 

huge range of 

subjects. A book 

version of Wikipedia.  

 

Summary: 

• When Jabez Wilson wants to give up and go home, Vincent Spaulding 

helps Jabez Wilson get to the front of the crowd of red-heads to be 

interviewed. 

• Vincent Spaulding introduces Jabez Wilson to the interviewers. 

• Vincent Spaulding offers to look after Jabez Wilson’s shop whilst he is 

working for The Red-Headed League. 

• The job is to copy out the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

 

Extension: What are your initial feelings towards Vincent Spaulding? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Jabez Wilson tells Holmes of when he learnt the nature of the job – to copy out the 

Encyclopaedia Britannica! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Reading: 

In the final passage for today, we are going to find out what happened when 

Jabez Wilson started working for The Red-Headed League. 

 

After reading, you will need to explain why each image is  

a. Significant 

b. Mysterious  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Well, I thought over the matter all day, and by evening I was in low 

spirits again; for I had quite persuaded myself that the whole affair 

must be some great hoax or fraud, though what its object might be 

I could not imagine. It seemed altogether past belief that anyone 

could make such a will, or that they would pay such a sum for doing 

anything so simple as copying out the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

Vincent Spaulding did what he could to cheer me up, but by 

bedtime I had reasoned myself out of the whole thing. However, in 

the morning I determined to have a look at it anyhow, so I bought a 

penny bottle of ink, and with a quill-pen, and seven sheets of 

foolscap paper, I started off for Pope’s Court. 

“Well, to my surprise and delight, everything was as right as possible. 

The table was set out ready for me, and Mr. Duncan Ross was there 

to see that I got fairly to work. He started me off upon the letter A, 

and then he left me; but he would drop in from time to time to see 

that all was right with me. At two o’clock he bade me good-day, 

complimented me upon the amount that I had written, and locked 

the door of the office after me. 

 

 

Hoax  - a trick / lie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bade  - wished / said 

Jabez Wilson recalls how he felt confused by the whole things. Could this easy job 

for good money be true? 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“This went on day after day, Mr. Holmes, and on Saturday the 

manager came in and planked down four golden sovereigns for my 

week’s work. It was the same next week, and the same the week 

after. Every morning I was there at ten, and every afternoon I left at 

two. By degrees Mr. Duncan Ross took to coming in only once of a 

morning, and then, after a time, he did not come in at all. Still, of 

course, I never dared to leave the room for an instant, for I was not 

sure when he might come, and the billet was such a good one, and 

suited me so well, that I would not risk the loss of it. 

“Eight weeks passed away like this, and I had written about Abbots 

and Archery and Armour and Architecture and Attica, and hoped 

with diligence that I might get on to the B’s before very long. It cost 

me something in foolscap, and I had pretty nearly filled a shelf with 

my writings. And then suddenly the whole business came to an 

end.” 

“To an end?” 

He held up a piece of white cardboard about the size of a sheet of 

note-paper. It read in this fashion: 

THE RED-HEADED LEAGUE  

IS  

DISSOLVED.  

October 9, 1890. 

Sherlock Holmes and I surveyed this curt announcement and the 

rueful face behind it, until the comical side of the affair so 

completely overtopped every other consideration that we both 

burst out into a roar of laughter. 

“I cannot see that there is anything very funny,” cried our client, 

flushing up to the roots of his flaming head. “If you can do nothing 

better than laugh at me, I can go elsewhere.” 

 

 

 

 

 

By degrees – over 

time  

 

 

 

diligence – hard 

work  

 

 

 

 

 

DISSOLVED –

disbanded / ended 

 

curt – short  

rueful – sad  

 

Jabez Wilson recalls the sudden end to the Red Headed League. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Main Task: 

Write down why each image is  

a) Significant 

b) Mysterious  

 

 

 

 

 

Extension: Both Holmes and Watson find Jabez Wilson’s situation comical and 

laugh at his story. Do you think the story will take a more serious and sinister turn? 

Who do you think might be involved? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Significant 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Mysterious  

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 Significant 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Mysterious  

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 Significant 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Mysterious  

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 
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Exit Quiz 

Which of these statements are correct? 

a) The start to Sherlock Holmes stories are similar. 

b) Jabez Wilson finds an advertisement for The Red-Headed League in a 

periodical. 

c) Newspapers were popular in Victorian England. 

d) Jabez Wilson is happy when he gets a job with The Red-Headed League. 

e) Jabez Wilson was fired from The Red-Headed League. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 11 

Mastery Content: 

• Holmes goes and investigates Jabez Wilson’s story 

• Holmes thinks that the case might be more serious than first imagined 

• Holmes can be quiet and introspective 

• Watson doesn’t understand Holmes’s methods 

• Watson is a foil for Holmes 

 
Do Now 

In the last lesson, we met Jabez Wilson and heard about The Red-Headed 

League. What can you remember about them? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Sherlock wants Watson to hear the story and help him in his 

investigation. Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Reading: 

At the end of our last lesson, Holmes hurt Jabez Wilson’s feelings by laughing at 

his story. Let’s see how the story develop! 

In this passage: 

• Jabez Wilson is upset because there is no explanation for what has 

happened, and he has lost an easy job which paid him very well! 

• Holmes decides he needs time to think about the seriousness of this case. 

• Dr. Watson does not know what Holmes means when Holmes discusses the 

‘graver issues’ of the case. 

• The reader is left in the same position as Watson: we know as much 

information as he does. We are just as interested and confused as Watson.  

 

 “No, no,” cried Holmes, shoving him back into the chair from which 

he had half risen. “I really wouldn’t miss your case for the world. It is 

most refreshingly unusual. But there is, if you will excuse my saying 

so, something just a little funny about it. Pray what steps did you 

take when you found the card upon the door?” 

“I was staggered, sir. I did not know what to do. Then I called at the 

offices round, but none of them seemed to know anything about it. 

Finally, I went to the landlord, who is an accountant living on the 

ground floor, and I asked him if he could tell me what had become 

of the Red-headed League. He said that he had never heard of 

any such body. Then I asked him who Mr. Duncan Ross was. He 

answered that the name was new to him. 

“ ‘Well,’ said I, ‘the gentleman at No. 4.’ 

“ ‘What, the red-headed man?’ 

“ ‘Yes.’ 

“ ‘Oh,’ said he, ‘his name was William Morris. He was a solicitor and 

was using my room as a temporary convenience until his new 

premises were ready. He moved out yesterday.’ 

“ ‘Where could I find him?’ 

“ ‘Oh, at his new offices. He did tell me the address. Yes, 17 King 

Edward Street, near St. Paul’s.’ 

“I started off, Mr. Holmes, but when I got to that address it was a 

manufactory of artificial knee-caps, and no one in it had ever heard 

of either Mr. William Morris or Mr. Duncan Ross.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

premises – offices  

 

 

 

manufactory – 

factory, builder  

 



121 
 

  “As far as you are personally concerned,” remarked Holmes, “I do 

not see that you have any grievance against this extraordinary 

league. On the contrary, you are, as I understand, richer by some 

£30, to say nothing of the minute knowledge which you have 

gained on every subject which comes under the letter A. You have 

lost nothing by them.” 

“No, sir. But I want to find out about them, and who they are, and 

what their object was in playing this prank—if it was a prank—upon 

me. It was a pretty expensive joke for them, for it cost them two and 

thirty pounds.” 

“We shall endeavour to clear up these points for you. And, first, one 

or two questions, Mr. Wilson. This assistant of yours who first called 

your attention to the advertisement—how long had he been with 

you?” 

“About a month then.” 

“How did he come?” 

“In answer to an advertisement.” 

“Was he the only applicant?” 

“No, I had a dozen.” 

“Why did you pick him?” 

“Because he was handy and would come cheap.” 

“At half wages, in fact.” 

“Yes.” 

“What is he like, this Vincent Spaulding?” 

“Small, stout-built, very quick in his ways, no hair on his face, though 

he’s not short of thirty. Has a white splash of acid upon his 

forehead.” 

Holmes sat up in his chair in considerable excitement. “I thought as 

much,” said he. “Have you ever observed that his ears are pierced 

for earrings?” 

“Yes, sir. He told me that a gipsy had done it for him when he was a 

lad.” 

“Hum!” said Holmes, sinking back in deep thought. “He is still with 

you?” 

“Oh, yes, sir; I have only just left him.” 

 

 

grievance – reason 

to complain  

On the contrary – 

Just the opposite 

minute – detailed  

 

 

 

endeavour – work 

hard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

considerable – large, 

a lot 

 

Jabez Wilson wants an explanation. Holmes asks more questions about Jabez 

Wilson’s assistant – Vincent Spaulding. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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  “And has your business been attended to in your absence?” 

“Nothing to complain of, sir. There’s never very much to do of a 

morning.” 

“That will do, Mr. Wilson. I shall be happy to give you an opinion 

upon the subject in the course of a day or two. To-day is Saturday, 

and I hope that by Monday we may come to a conclusion.” 

“Well, Watson,” said Holmes when our visitor had left us, “what do 

you make of it all?” 

“I make nothing of it,” I answered frankly. “It is a most mysterious 

business.” 

“As a rule,” said Holmes, “the more bizarre a thing is the less 

mysterious it proves to be. It is your commonplace, featureless 

crimes which are really puzzling, just as a commonplace face is the 

most difficult to identify. But I must be prompt over this matter.” 

“What are you going to do, then?” I asked. 

“To smoke,” he answered. “It is quite a three pipe problem, and I 

beg that you won’t speak to me for fifty minutes.” He curled himself 

up in his chair, with his thin knees drawn up to his hawk-like nose, 

and there he sat with his eyes closed and his black clay pipe 

thrusting out like the bill of some strange bird. I had come to the 

conclusion that he had dropped asleep, and indeed was nodding 

myself, when he suddenly sprang out of his chair with the gesture of 

a man who has made up his mind and put his pipe down upon the 

mantelpiece. 

“Sarasate plays at the St. James’s Hall this afternoon,” he remarked. 

“What do you think, Watson? Could your patients spare you for a 

few hours?” 

 

attended to – looked 

after 

 

 

 

 

 

frankly – honestly  

 

commonplace – 

regular, normal  

prompt – quick  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarasate – a famous 

Spanish violin player  

 
Summary: 

In the passage you have just read: 

• Jabez Wilson is upset because there is no explanation for what has 

happened, and he has lost an easy job which paid him very well! 

• Holmes begins to take Jabez Wilson’s case seriously. 

• Holmes says, ‘It is quite a three-pipe problem’ and curls himself up in his 

chair to think quietly. 

• The passage finished with Holmes saying he would be attending a music 

concert at St. James’s Hall in the afternoon. 

• The reader is left in the same position as Watson: we know as much 

information as he does. We are just as interested and confused as Watson.  

•  

Holmes tells Jabez Wilson that he will solve the case by Monday. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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  Vocab: introspection 

Before Holmes investigates further, he wants some time for introspection.  

Introspection is the examining of your own thoughts, ideas, and feelings. 

 

Task: Tick the image that shows someone having a moment of introspection 

     

 

How could introspection lead to a deduction? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: 

Holmes needs time for introspection. Let’s read about how he and Watson spend 

the afternoon. 

In this passage: 

• Holmes visits the area Jabez Wilson works. It is commonplace and regular. 

• Holmes thumps the ground outside Jabez Wilson’s pawnbroker’s with a 

walking stick. 

• Holmes observes the assistant’s knees – they are a clue to the mystery. 

• The road near the pawnbroker’s is busy and crowded. 

• Holmes makes a note of the tobacconist, newspaper shop, bank, 

restaurant, and carriage maker near the pawnbroker’s. He examines the 

local area. 

• Holmes goes to a violin concert. He needs some time for introspection 

before the action commences and he solves the mystery! 
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“I have nothing to do to-day. My practice is never very absorbing.” 

“Then put on your hat and come. I am going through the City first, 

and we can have some lunch on the way. I observe that there is a 

good deal of German music on the programme, which is rather 

more to my taste than Italian or French. It is introspective, and I 

want to introspect. Come along!” 

We travelled by the Underground as far as Aldersgate; and a short 

walk took us to Saxe-Coburg Square, the scene of the singular story 

which we had listened to in the morning. It was a poky, little, 

shabby-genteel place, where four lines of dingy two-storied brick 

houses looked out into a small railed-in enclosure, where a lawn of 

weedy grass and a few clumps of faded laurel bushes made a hard 

fight against a smoke-laden and uncongenial atmosphere. Three 

gilt balls and a brown board with “JABEZ WILSON” in white letters, 

upon a corner house, announced the place where our red-headed 

client carried on his business. Sherlock Holmes stopped in front of it 

with his head on one side and looked it all over, with his eyes shining 

brightly between puckered lids.  

Then he walked slowly up the street, and then down again to the 

corner, still looking keenly at the houses. Finally he returned to the 

pawnbroker's, and, having thumped vigorously upon the pavement 

with his stick two or three times, he went up to the door and 

knocked. It was instantly opened by a bright-looking, clean-shaven 

young fellow, who asked him to step in. 

“Thank you,” said Holmes, “I only wished to ask you how you would 

go from here to the Strand.” 

“Third right, fourth left,” answered the assistant promptly, closing the 

door. 

“Smart fellow, that,” observed Holmes as we walked away. “He is, in 

my judgment, the fourth smartest man in London, and for daring I 

am not sure that he has not a claim to be third. I have known 

something of him before.” 

“Evidently,” said I, “Mr. Wilson's assistant counts for a good deal in 

this mystery of the Red-headed League. I am sure that you inquired 

your way merely in order that you might see him.” 

“Not him.” 

“What then?” 

‘The knees of his trousers.’ 

 

absorbing – 

interesting, 

engaging 

 

 

commonplace – 

regular, normal  

gilt – golden  

pucker – 

narrowed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pawnbrokers – 

you give them 

something you 

own in 

exchange for 

money. If you do 

not pay back 

the money they 

sell the item. 

 



125 
 

  
“I have nothing to do to-day. My practice is never very absorbing.” 

“Then put on your hat and come. I am going through the City first, 

and we can have some lunch on the way. I observe that there is a 

good deal of German music on the programme, which is rather 

more to my taste than Italian or French. It is introspective, and I 

want to introspect. Come along!” 

We travelled by the Underground as far as Aldersgate; and a short 

walk took us to Saxe-Coburg Square, the scene of the singular story 

which we had listened to in the morning. It was a poky, little, 

shabby-genteel place, where four lines of dingy two-storied brick 

houses looked out into a small railed-in enclosure, where a lawn of 

weedy grass and a few clumps of faded laurel bushes made a hard 

fight against a smoke-laden and uncongenial atmosphere. Three 

gilt balls and a brown board with “JABEZ WILSON” in white letters, 

upon a corner house, announced the place where our red-headed 

client carried on his business. Sherlock Holmes stopped in front of it 

with his head on one side and looked it all over, with his eyes shining 

brightly between puckered lids.  

Then he walked slowly up the street, and then down again to the 

corner, still looking keenly at the houses. Finally he returned to the 

pawnbroker's, and, having thumped vigorously upon the pavement 

with his stick two or three times, he went up to the door and 

knocked. It was instantly opened by a bright-looking, clean-shaven 

young fellow, who asked him to step in. 

“Thank you,” said Holmes, “I only wished to ask you how you would 

go from here to the Strand.” 

“Third right, fourth left,” answered the assistant promptly, closing the 

door. 

“Smart fellow, that,” observed Holmes as we walked away. “He is, in 

my judgment, the fourth smartest man in London, and for daring I 

am not sure that he has not a claim to be third. I have known 

something of him before.” 

“Evidently,” said I, “Mr. Wilson's assistant counts for a good deal in 

this mystery of the Red-headed League. I am sure that you inquired 

your way merely in order that you might see him.” 

“Not him.” 

“What then?” 

‘The knees of his trousers.’ 

 

 

 

absorbing – 

interesting, engaging 

 

 

commonplace – 

regular, normal  

gilt – golden  

pucker – narrowed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pawnbrokers – you 

give them something 

you own in 

exchange for 

money. If you do not 

pay back the money 

they sell the item. 

 

Holmes investigates Saxe-coburg Square and Jabez Wilson’s assistant. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“And what did you see?” 

“What I expected to see.” 

“Why did you beat the pavement?” 

“My dear doctor, this is a time for observation, not for talk. We are 

spies in an enemy’s country. We know something of Saxe-Coburg 

Square. Let us now explore the parts which lie behind it.” 

The road in which we found ourselves as we turned round the 

corner from the retired Saxe-Coburg Square presented as great a 

contrast to it as the front of a picture does to the back. It was one of 

the main arteries which conveyed the traffic of the City to the north 

and west. The roadway was blocked with the immense stream of 

commerce flowing in a double tide inward and outward, while the 

footpaths were black with the hurrying swarm of pedestrians. It was 

difficult to realise as we looked at the line of fine shops and stately 

business premises that they really abutted on the other side upon 

the faded and stagnant square which we had just quitted. 

“Let me see,” said Holmes, standing at the corner and glancing 

along the line, “I should like just to remember the order of the 

houses here. It is a hobby of mine to have an exact knowledge of 

London. There is Mortimer’s, the tobacconist, the little newspaper 

shop, the Coburg branch of the City and Suburban Bank, the 

Vegetarian Restaurant, and McFarlane’s carriage-building depot. 

That carries us right on to the other block. And now, Doctor, we’ve 

done our work, so it’s time we had some play. A sandwich and a 

cup of coffee, and then off to violin-land, where all is sweetness and 

delicacy and harmony, and there are no red-headed clients to vex 

us with their conundrums.” 

 

Quick Comprehension: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

contrast – difference  

 

commerce – trade, 

business  

 

stagnant – dull, 

boring 
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“Let me see,” said Holmes, standing at the corner and glancing 

along the line, “I should like just to remember the order of the 

houses here. It is a hobby of mine to have an exact knowledge of 

London. There is Mortimer’s, the tobacconist, the little newspaper 

shop, the Coburg branch of the City and Suburban Bank, the 

Vegetarian Restaurant, and McFarlane’s carriage-building depot. 

That carries us right on to the other block. And now, Doctor, we’ve 

done our work, so it’s time we had some play. A sandwich and a 

cup of coffee, and then off to violin-land, where all is sweetness and 

delicacy and harmony, and there are no red-headed clients to vex 

us with their conundrums.” 

My friend was an enthusiastic musician, being himself not only a 

very capable performer but a composer of no ordinary merit. All the 

afternoon he sat in the stalls wrapped in the most perfect 

happiness, gently waving his long, thin fingers in time to the music, 

while his gently smiling face and his languid, dreamy eyes were as 

unlike those of Holmes the sleuth-hound, Holmes the relentless, 

keen-witted, ready-handed criminal agent, as it was possible to 

conceive. In his singular character the dual nature alternately 

asserted itself, and his extreme exactness and astuteness 

represented, as I have often thought, the reaction against the 

poetic and contemplative mood which occasionally predominated 

in him. The swing of his nature took him from extreme languor to 

devouring energy; and, as I knew well, he was never so truly 

formidable as when, for days on end, he had been lounging in his 

armchair amid his improvisations and his black-letter editions. Then it 

was that the lust of the chase would suddenly come upon him, and 

that his brilliant reasoning power would rise to the level of intuition, 

until those who were unacquainted with his methods would look 

askance  

at him as on a man whose knowledge was not that of other mortals.  

When I saw him that afternoon so enwrapped in the music at St. 

James’s Hall I felt that an evil time might  

be coming upon those whom he had set himself to hunt down. 

 

 

absorbing – 

interesting, engaging 

 

 

commonplace – 

regular, normal  

gilt – golden  

pucker – narrowed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pawnbrokers – you 

give them something 

you own in 

exchange for 

money. If you do not 

pay back the money 

they sell the item. 
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Summary: 

In this passage you have just read: 

• Holmes visits the area Jabez Wilson works. It is commonplace and regular. 

• Holmes thumps the ground outside Jabez Wilson’s pawnbroker’s with a 

walking stick. 

• Holmes observes the assistant’s knees – they are a clue to the mystery. 

• The road near the pawnbroker’s is busy and crowded. 

• Holmes makes a note of the tobacconist, newspaper shop, bank, 

restaurant, and carriage maker near the pawnbroker’s. He examines the 

local area. 

• Holmes goes to a violin concert. He needs some time for introspection 

before the action commences and he solves the mystery! 

Recap: 

Vocab: introspection 

Before Holmes investigates further, he wants some time for introspection.  

Introspection is the examining of your own thoughts, ideas, and feelings. 
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  Main Task: 

You are going to look at the relationship between Doctor Watson and Sherlock 

Holmes in more detail. 

Look at the conversation between the two men. Annotate what the conversation 

shows about Watson and/or Holmes. 

For example: 
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Summary:  

• Watson asks questions and tries to understand Holmes’s observations and 

deductions, just like the reader. 

• The reader is often left in the same position as Watson: we know as much 

information as he does. We are just as interested and confused as Watson. 

• Watson and Holmes have a good relationship. Holmes is fond of Watson 

and Holmes is presented as a likeable character.  

 

 

Exit Quiz: 

Which statements are correct? 

 

a) Holmes always likes to rush around being active and doing things. 

b) Holmes never likes to rush around and be active. 

c) Watson is unintelligent. 

d) Holmes sometimes likes to stop and think deeply about a matter. 

e) Holmes introspective.  

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 12 

Mastery Content: 

• Holmes can be quiet and introspective. 

• Holmes can be energetic and active. 

• Sherlock is likely to be driven and determined to catch a criminal following a 

period of introspection. 

 

Vocabulary Recap: 

Vocab: introspection 

Before Holmes investigates further, he wants some time for introspection.  

Introspection is the examining of your own thoughts, ideas, and feelings. 

     

Holmes can be introspective. Sometimes he likes to take time to think quietly and 

use his observations to make deductions. 

 

Do Now 

Last lesson we described Holmes as introspective. What other qualities does he 

possess? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Do you like Sherlock Holmes as a character? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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In the last section we read, Watson describes Holmes in great detail.  

We are going to re-read this section very carefully and complete a close reading 

of it.  

 

 

Reading: 

Let’s re-read the passage in its entirety.  

Turn over the page to find a larger copy of the text that we will use in our close 

reading. 
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Task: We are going to annotate the extract to show Holme’s dual nature. 

 

The dual nature of Sherlock Holmes 

Dr. Watson describes Holmes in great detail. 

Watson talks about Holmes's ‘dual nature’.  

This means that there are two sides to Sherlock Holmes: 

• The quiet, introspective, thoughtful side 

 

• The manic, energetic, detecting side 

 

For this task, you will need two different coloured highlighters or pens. 

Task 1: Highlight examples of where Watson refers to Holmes's quiet, introspective, 

thoughtful side. 

You should be able to find at least four phrases that show Holmes’s introspective 

side. 

 

 

 

We are now going to re-read the extract and look for his energetic side. Turn over 

the page for the task instructions. 
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Task: We are going to annotate the extract to show Holme’s dual nature. 

 

For this task, you will need two different coloured highlighters or pens. 

Task 2: In a different colour, highlight examples of where Watson refers to 

Holmes's manic, energetic, detecting side. 

You should be able to find at least four phrases that show Holmes’s energetic 

side. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap: Metaphor 

• A metaphor is a way of describing something. 

• It is not a literal description. 

• You compare something to something that it is not. 
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New Learning: How does Conan Doyle use metaphors to describe Holmes’s dual 

nature? 

 

 

Task: 

Arthur Conan Doyle uses a metaphor to portray Holmes's manic, energetic, 

detecting side. 

Read the following and fill in the information below to show your understanding of 

the metaphor. 

 

Tenor: _____________________ 

Vehicle: sleuth-hound 

Ground: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 the lust of the chase would suddenly come upon him, and that his brilliant 

reasoning power would rise to the level of intuition, until those who were 

unacquainted with his methods would look askance at him as on a man 

whose knowledge was not that of other mortals. 

lust – thrill, love 

intuition – instinct  

askance – doubtfully  
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New Learning: How does Conan Doyle use metaphors to describe Holmes’s dual 

nature? 

Task: 

Arthur Conan Doyle uses a metaphor to portray Holmes's manic, energetic, 

detecting side. 

Read the following and fill in the information below to show your understanding of 

the metaphor. 

 

 

 

Tenor: _________________________ 

Vehicle: Holmes 

Ground: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

an evil time might be coming upon those whom he had set 

himself to hunt down. 

Recap: Re-read the extract before you complete the main task. 

 

 Main Task:  

You are going to write at least two paragraphs to answer the following question: 

How does Watson describe Holmes's dual nature in this passage? 

You can structure each of your paragraphs in this way: 

1. State the part of Holmes’s dual nature that Watson is describing. 

2. Introduce the quotation / metaphor Watson uses to describe Holmes. 

3. Explain what this quotation reveals to the reader about Holmes.  

Extension: Can you link your paragraphs together by: 

• Using the topic sentence of each paragraph to link to the previous paragraph. 

• Using the topic sentence to say how what you are about to say is different to 

the previous paragraph. 
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 _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

Extension: Can you link your paragraphs together by: 

• Using the topic sentence of each paragraph to link to the previous 

paragraph. 

• Using the topic sentence to say how what you are about to say 

is different to the previous paragraph. 
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Sherlock Holmes 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

   

  

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T3 

Score 

___ 

/10 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question. 

1) Sherlock Holmes thinks the person coming to see him in A Scandal in Bohemia is 

German. What clues does Sherlock Holmes notice in the letter to help him reach this 

deduction? (2) 

f) The mark on the paper shows that it came from Germany. 

g) The letter was written on expensive paper. 

h) The writer uses the grammar of a German person. 

i) The writer gives his name in the letter.  

j) The person will be wearing a mask to hide their face.  

 

2) Which statements about Irene Adler are correct? (2) 

a) Sherlock Holmes has stopped making fun of women since meeting Irene 

Adler. 

b) Sherlock Holmes was most impressed by Irene Adler’s beauty. 

c) Sherlock Holmes thinks that Irene Adler is more impressive than the King of 

Bohemia. 

d) Sherlock Holmes admits that he was in love with Irene Adler. 

e) Sherlock hates Irene Adler so much that he can’t use her name. This is why he 

calls her ‘the woman’. 

 

3) Which statements about The Red-Headed League are correct? (2) 

a) The person speaking to Sherlock Holmes has bright red hair. 

b) Sherlock Holmes has never heard anything like the man’s story before. 

c) The story is so strange that Holmes doesn’t think that Dr. Watson can help. 

d) The man’s breastpin tells Holmes that the man has spent time in China. 

e) Dr. Watson is now just as good as Holmes is at making deductions about 

people. 

 

4) How are the starts of A Scandal in Bohemia and The Red-Headed League similar? 

(3) 

a) Dr. Watson decides to visit Sherlock Holmes in both stories. 

b) Sherlock Holmes is working on a case in both stories. 

c) Sherlock receives a letter in both stories. 

d) The client doesn’t want people to know who he is in both stories. 

e) Sherlock makes a number of interesting and accurate deductions in both 

stories.  
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5) Which statements about Jabez Wilson’s job with The Red-Headed League are 

correct? (2) 

a) Jabez Wilson gets a simple and well-paid job because he is very clever. 

b) Jabez Wilson gets a simple and well-paid job because he is the only person 

who applies for it. 

c) Jabez Wilson gets a simple and well-paid job because he has red hair. 

d) Jabez Wilson gets a difficult and well-paid job which ends mysteriously.  

e) Jabez Wilson gets a simple and well-paid job which ends mysteriously.  

 

 

 

6) Watson describes Sherlock Holmes in this way in The Red-Headed League: 

“the poetic and contemplative mood which occasionally predominated in him.” 

What does this quotation tell us about Sherlock Holmes? (1) 

a) Holmes always likes to rush around being active and doing things. 

b) Holmes never likes to rush around being active. 

c) Holmes never gives things much thought. 

d) Holmes sometimes likes to stop and think deeply about a matter. 

e) Holmes is not very clever.  

 

 

 

7) Watson describes Sherlock Holmes in this way in The Red-Headed League: 

“the sleuth-hound, Holmes the relentless, keen-witted, ready-handed criminal 

agent” 

Which of the following are correct? (1) 

a) “sleuth-hound” means Holmes is introspective. 

b) “sleuth-hound” is the tenor in this metaphor. 

c) Holmes is the tenor in this metaphor. 

d) Holmes is always active. 

e) Holmes is a criminal.  

 

 

 

 

 

8) Which of the following are correct about topic sentences? (1) 

a)  A topic sentence should divide a paragraph. 

b) A topic sentence introduces your quotation. 

c) A topic sentence should say how what you are about to say is the same as 

your previous paragraph. 

d) A topic sentence should say how what you are about to say is different to 

your previous paragraph. 

e) A topic sentence is a paragraph. 
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9) Which of the following are correct? (3) 

a)  The Red-Headed League was published in a newspaper. 

b) Newspapers didn’t exist in Victorian England. 

c) Newspapers looked very different in Victorian England. 

d) Newspapers in Victorian England contained announcements. 

e) Newspapers in Victorian England contained adverts. 

 

10) Which of these situations would make you want some time for introspection? (2) 

a) When you are sending a message to your friend on your phone. 

b) When you are telling a joke to make your friends laugh. 

c) When you want to think about why you spoke to your parents in a rude 

manner. 

d) When you are writing your diary at night and reflecting on the day. 

e) When you are sleeping. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 13 

Mastery Content: 

• Holmes and Watson are joined by the police and the manager of a bank 

• Holmes believes that a bank is going to be robbed 

• The bank is holding £30000 – around £12m in today’s money 

• Holmes and the others hide in the vault and wait for the thieves to arrive 

• Holmes catches the thief and disarms him 

 

Do Now 

What can you remember about the Metropolitan Police Service in London in 

1890? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extension: What are the differences between Sherlock Holmes’s work and police 

work? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
In this lesson, we will finish reading the final part of the story The Red Headed 

League. 

Before we read, let’s recap the reading from last lesson. 
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  Recap: 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson visited a concert after investigating the area 

surrounding the pawnbroker’s. Watson knows that Holmes is likely to become 

intense and animated after a calm afternoon: 

 

 

 

What aspects of Holmes’s dual nature is shown in the quotation above? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

‘When I saw him that afternoon so enwrapped in the music at St. James’s Hall I 

felt that an evil time might be coming upon those whom he had set himself to 

hunt down.’ 

Reading: 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson visited a concert after investigating the area 

surrounding the pawnbroker’s. Watson knows that Holmes is likely to become 

intense and animated after a calm afternoon. 

 

In this passage: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we read, note down any time money is mentioned. 
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“You want to go home, no doubt, Doctor,” he remarked as we 

emerged. 

“Yes, it would be as well.” 

“And I have some business to do which will take some hours. This 

business at Coburg Square is serious.” 

“Why serious?” 

“A considerable crime is in contemplation. I have every reason to 

believe that we shall be in time to stop it. But to-day being Saturday 

rather complicates matters. I shall want your help to-night.” 

“At what time?” 

“Ten will be early enough.” 

“I shall be at Baker Street at ten.” 

“Very well. And, I say, Doctor, there may be some little danger, so 

kindly put your army revolver in your pocket.” He waved his hand, 

turned on his heel, and disappeared in an instant among the 

crowd. 

I trust that I am not more dense than my neighbours, but I was 

always oppressed with a sense of my own stupidity in my dealings 

with Sherlock Holmes. Here I had heard what he had heard, I had 

seen what he had seen, and yet from his words it was evident that 

he saw clearly not only what had happened but what was about to 

happen, while to me the whole business was still confused and 

grotesque. As I drove home to my house in Kensington I thought 

over it all, from the extraordinary story of the red-headed copier of 

the Encyclopaedia down to the visit to Saxe-Coburg Square, and 

the ominous words with which he had parted from me. What was 

this nocturnal expedition, and why should I go armed? Where were 

we going, and what were we to do? I had the hint from Holmes that 

this smooth-faced pawnbroker’s assistant was a formidable man—a 

man who might play a deep game. I tried to puzzle it out, but gave 

it up in despair and set the matter aside until night should bring an 

explanation. 

 

emerged – came 

out 

considerable – large, 

significant   

contemplation – 

development  

 

 

 

 

 

 

revolver – gun 

 

dense – stupid  

oppressed – 

weighed down  

evident – clear  

grotesque – 

ridiculous  

ominous – 

suggesting of bad 

things  

nocturnal – night 

time 

formidable – 

impressive, 

dangerous  

 

Sherlock tells Watson that a serious crime is in development. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

Quick comprehension: 

1. What has Holmes asked Watson to bring with him when they meet later? 

2. Who does Holmes think might play a part in the crime? 
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It was a quarter-past nine when I started from home and made my 

way across the Park, and so through Oxford Street to Baker Street. 

Two hansoms were standing at the door, and as I entered the 

passage I heard the sound of voices from above. On entering his 

room, I found Holmes in animated conversation with two men, one 

of whom I recognised as Peter Jones, the official police agent, while 

the other was a long, thin, sad-faced man, with a very shiny hat 

and oppressively respectable frock-coat. 

“Ha! Our party is complete,” said Holmes, buttoning up his pea-

jacket and taking his heavy hunting crop from the rack. “Watson, I 

think you know Mr. Jones, of Scotland Yard? Let me introduce you 

to Mr. Merryweather, who is to be our companion in to-night’s 

adventure.” 

“We’re hunting in couples again, Doctor, you see,” said Jones in his 

consequential way. “Our friend here is a wonderful man for starting 

a chase. All he wants is an old dog to help him to do the running 

down.” 

“I hope a wild goose may not prove to be the end of our chase,” 

observed Mr. Merryweather gloomily. 

“You may place considerable confidence in Mr. Holmes, sir,” said 

the police agent loftily. “He has his own little methods, which are, if 

he won't mind my saying so, just a little too theoretical and fantastic, 

but he has the makings of a detective in him. It is not too much to 

say that once or twice, as in that business of the Sholto murder and 

the Agra treasure, he has been more nearly correct than the official 

force.” 

“Oh, if you say so, Mr. Jones, it is all right,” said the stranger with 

deference. “Still, I confess that I miss my rubber. It is the first Saturday 

night for seven-and-twenty years that I have not had my rubber.” 

“I think you will find,” said Sherlock Holmes, “that you will play for a 

higher stake to-night than you have ever done yet, and that the 

play will be more exciting. For you, Mr. Merryweather, the stake will 

be some £30,000; and for you, Jones, it will be the man upon whom 

you wish to lay your hands.” 

 

 

hansoms – a type of 

carriage 

animated – excited  

 

 

 

hunting crop – a 

heavy stick with whip 

attached 

 

consequential – 

important  

 

A wild goose chase – 

a hopeless search for 

something 

fantastic – based on 

fantasy, not real 

 

 

 

deference – respect 

rubber – a betting 

game 

 

Watson meets Holmes, who introduces him to two people. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

Quick comprehension: 

1. Who is with Sherlock Holmes when Watson arrives? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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“John Clay, the murderer, thief, smasher, and forger. He’s a young 

man, Mr. Merryweather, but he is at the head of his profession, and I 

would rather have my bracelets on him than on any criminal in 

London. He’s a remarkable man, is young John Clay. His 

grandfather was a royal duke, and he himself has been to Eton and 

Oxford. His brain is as cunning as his fingers, and though we meet 

signs of him at every turn, we never know where to find the man 

himself. He’ll crack a crib in Scotland one week, and be raising 

money to build an orphanage in Cornwall the next. I’ve been on his 

track for years and have never set eyes on him yet.” 

“I hope that I may have the pleasure of introducing you to-night. 

I’ve had one or two little turns also with Mr. John Clay, and I agree 

with you that he is at the head of his profession. It is past ten, 

however, and quite time that we started. If you two will take the first 

hansom, Watson and I will follow in the second.” 

Sherlock Holmes was not very communicative during the long drive 

and lay back in the cab humming the tunes which he had heard in 

the afternoon. We rattled through an endless labyrinth of gas-lit 

streets until we emerged into Farrington Street. 

“We are close there now,” my friend remarked. “This fellow 

Merryweather is a bank director, and personally interested in the 

matter. I thought it as well to have Jones with us also. He is not a 

bad fellow, though an absolute imbecile in his profession. He has 

one positive virtue. He is as brave as a bulldog and as tenacious as 

a lobster if he gets his claws upon anyone. Here we are, and they 

are waiting for us.” 

 

We had reached the same crowded thoroughfare in which we had 

found ourselves in the morning. Our cabs were dismissed, and, 

following the guidance of Mr. Merryweather, we passed down a 

narrow passage and through a side door, which he opened for us. 

Within there was a small corridor, which ended in a very massive 

iron gate. This also was opened, and led down a flight of winding 

stone steps, which terminated at another formidable gate. Mr. 

Merryweather stopped to light a lantern, and then conducted us 

down a dark, earth-smelling passage, and so, after opening a third 

door, into a huge vault or cellar, which was piled all round with 

crates and massive boxes. 

 

bracelets – i.e. 

handcuffs  

Eton – a famous fee-

paying school, 

attended by lords 

and royalty 

Oxford – a famous 

university which is 

hard to get in to 

crack a crib – burgle 

a house  

 

 

communicative – 

talkative 

labyrinth – maze 

 

 

imbecile – idiot  

virtue – 

characteristic  

 

 

thoroughfare – road  

 

 

 

terminated – ended  

 

The group discuss the criminal John Clay. We learn that Mr Merryweather is a 

bank director and will be personally interested in the case. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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 “You are not very vulnerable from above,” Holmes remarked as he 

held up the lantern and gazed about him. 

“Nor from below,” said Mr. Merryweather, striking his stick upon the 

flags which lined the floor. “Why, dear me, it sounds quite hollow!” 

he remarked, looking up in surprise. 

“I must really ask you to be a little more quiet!” said Holmes severely. 

“You have already imperilled the whole success of our expedition. 

Might I beg that you would have the goodness to sit down upon 

one of those boxes, and not to interfere?”  

The solemn Mr. Merryweather perched himself upon a crate, with a 

very injured expression upon his face, while Holmes fell upon his 

knees upon the floor and, with the lantern and a magnifying lens, 

began to examine minutely the cracks between the stones. A few 

seconds sufficed to satisfy him, for he sprang to his feet again and 

put his glass in his pocket.  

“We have at least an hour before us,” he remarked, “for they can 

hardly take any steps until the good pawnbroker is safely in bed. 

Then they will not lose a minute, for the sooner they do their work 

the longer time they will have for their escape. We are at present, 

Doctor—as no doubt you have divined—in the cellar of the City 

branch of one of the principal London banks. Mr. Merryweather is 

the chairman of directors, and he will explain to you that there are 

reasons why the more daring criminals of London should take a 

considerable interest in this cellar at present.”  

“It is our French gold,” whispered the director. “We have had 

several warnings that an attempt might be made upon it.” 

“Your French gold?” 

“Yes. We had occasion some months ago to strengthen our 

resources and borrowed for that purpose 30,000 napoleons from 

the Bank of France. It has become known that we have never had 

occasion to unpack the money, and that it is still lying in our cellar. 

The crate upon which I sit contains 2,000 napoleons packed 

between layers of lead foil. Our reserve of bullion is much larger at 

present than is usually kept in a single branch office, and the 

directors have had misgivings upon the subject.” 

“Which were very well justified,” observed Holmes. “And now it is 

time that we arranged our little plans. I expect that within an hour 

matters will come to a head. In the meantime Mr. Merryweather, 

we must put the screen over that dark lantern.” 

“And sit in the dark?” 

 

vulnerable – easy to 

attack  

 

 

 

imperilled – put at 

risk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

strengthen our 

resources – get more 

gold in the bank 

napoleons – French 

currency 

bullion – cash 

reserves  

misgivings – 

concerns  

 

The group discuss the criminal John Clay. We learn that Mr Merryweather is a 

bank director and will be personally interested in the case. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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New Learning: Money in the Victorian era. 

 

Money in 1885 was different from today in two ways: 

 

 

Summary: 

In the passage you have just read: 
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Reading: 

We are going to read the exciting climax to the story The Red Headed League – 

The Heist! 

 

Because a bank is storing more money than it usually does, John Clay is going to 

try to steal the money. 

Sherlock Holmes, Dr Watson, the police officer Peter Jones and the bank director 

Mr Merryweather are going to try to catch the thief red-handed! 

 

After reading, you will have to summarise what happens using images to help 

you. 

 

“I am afraid so. I had brought a pack of cards in my pocket, and I 

thought that, as we were a partie carrée, you might have your 

rubber after all. But I see that the enemy’s preparations have gone 

so far that we cannot risk the presence of a light. And, first of all, we 

must choose our positions. These are daring men, and though we 

shall take them at a disadvantage, they may do us some harm 

unless we are careful. I shall stand behind this crate, and do you 

conceal yourselves behind those. Then, when I flash a light upon 

them, close in swiftly. If they fire, Watson, have no compunction 

about shooting them down.” 

I placed my revolver, cocked, upon the top of the wooden case 

behind which I crouched. Holmes shot the slide across the front of 

his lantern and left us in pitch darkness—such an absolute darkness 

as I have never before experienced. The smell of hot metal 

remained to assure us that the light was still there, ready to flash out 

at a moment’s notice. To me, with my nerves worked up to a pitch 

of expectancy, there was something depressing and subduing in 

the sudden gloom, and in the cold dank air of the vault. 

“They have but one retreat,” whispered Holmes. “That is back 

through the house into Saxe-Coburg Square. I hope that you have 

done what I asked you, Jones?” 

“I have an inspector and two officers waiting at the front door.” 

“Then we have stopped all the holes. And now we must be silent 

and wait.” 

 

partie carrée – group 

of four people, ideal 

for a game of cards  

at a disadvantage – 

they will not expect 

us 

compunction – 

reservation, concern  

 

 

 

 

 

 

retreat – way out 

 

Holmes and Watson wait in the darkness for John Clay to arrive… 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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What a time it seemed! From comparing notes afterwards it was but 

an hour and a quarter, yet it appeared to me that the night must 

have almost gone, and the dawn be breaking above us. My limbs 

were weary and stiff, for I feared to change my position; yet my 

nerves were worked up to the highest pitch of tension, and my 

hearing was so acute that I could not only hear the gentle 

breathing of my companions, but I could distinguish the deeper, 

heavier in-breath of the bulky Jones from the thin, sighing note of 

the bank director. From my position I could look over the case in the 

direction of the floor. Suddenly my eyes caught the glint of a light. 

At first it was but a lurid spark upon the stone pavement. Then it 

lengthened out until it became a yellow line, and then, without any 

warning or sound, a gash seemed to open and a hand appeared, 

a white, almost womanly hand, which felt about in the centre of the 

little area of light. For a minute or more the hand, with its writhing 

fingers, protruded out of the floor. Then it was withdrawn as 

suddenly as it appeared, and all was dark again save the single 

lurid spark which marked a chink between the stones. 

Its disappearance, however, was but momentary. With a rending, 

tearing sound, one of the broad, white stones turned over upon its 

side and left a square, gaping hole, through which streamed the 

light of a lantern. Over the edge there peeped a clean-cut, boyish 

face, which looked keenly about it, and then, with a hand on either 

side of the aperture, drew itself shoulder-high and waist-high, until 

one knee rested upon the edge. In another instant he stood at the 

side of the hole and was hauling after him a companion, lithe and 

small like himself, with a pale face and a shock of very red hair. 

 

 

 

 

acute – sensitive 

 

 

 

lurid – bright 

 

 

protruded – stuck out 

save – except for  

rending – ripping 

 

aperture – hole  

lithe – flexible  

 

Holmes and Watson wait in the darkness for John Clay to arrive… 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

Quick comprehension: 

1. How long were Sherlock and Watson waiting in the dark? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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“It’s all clear,” he whispered. “Have you the chisel and the bags? 

Great Scott! Jump, Archie, jump, and I’ll swing for it!” 

Sherlock Holmes had sprung out and seized the intruder by the 

collar. The other dived down the hole, and I heard the sound of 

rending cloth as Jones clutched at his skirts. The light flashed upon 

the barrel of a revolver, but Holmes’ hunting crop came down on 

the man’s wrist, and the pistol clinked upon the stone floor. 

“It’s no use, John Clay,” said Holmes blandly. “You have no chance 

at all.” 

“So I see,” the other answered with the utmost coolness. “I fancy 

that my pal is all right, though I see you have got his coat-tails.” 

“There are three men waiting for him at the door,” said Holmes. 

“Oh, indeed! You seem to have done the thing very completely. I 

must compliment you.” 

“And I you,” Holmes answered. “Your red-headed idea was very 

new and effective.” 

“You’ll see your pal again presently,” said Jones. “He’s quicker at 

climbing down holes than I am. Just hold out while I fix the derbies.” 

“I beg that you will not touch me with your filthy hands,” remarked 

our prisoner as the handcuffs clattered upon his wrists. “You may not 

be aware that I have royal blood in my veins. Have the goodness, 

also, when you address me always to say ‘sir’ and ‘please.’ ” 

“All right,” said Jones with a stare and a snigger. “Well, would you 

please, sir, march upstairs, where we can get a cab to carry your 

Highness to the police-station?” 

“That is better,” said John Clay serenely. He made a sweeping bow 

to the three of us and walked quietly off in the custody of the 

detective. 

“Really, Mr. Holmes,” said Mr. Merryweather as we followed them 

from the cellar, “I do not know how the bank can thank you or 

repay you. There is no doubt that you have detected and defeated 

in the most complete manner one of the most determined attempts 

at bank robbery that have ever come within my experience.” 

 

 

 

I’ll swing for it! – i.e. 

be hanged 

rending – tearing  

 

 

blandly – without 

emotion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

derbies – handcuffs 

 

 

address – talk to 

 

 

 

serenely – calmly 

 

Holmes and Watson wait in the darkness for John Clay to arrive… 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

Quick comprehension: 

1. How does Sherlock stop the intruder? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



152 
 

  “I have had one or two little scores of my own to settle with Mr. John 

Clay,” said Holmes. “I have been at some small expense over this 

matter, which I shall expect the bank to refund, but beyond that I 

am amply repaid by having had an experience which is in many 

ways unique, and by hearing the very remarkable narrative of the 

Red-Headed League.”  

 

 

 

 

narrative – story  

 

Holmes and Watson wait in the darkness for John Clay to arrive… 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

Main Task: Writing a good summary. 

By the end of the lesson, you will have written a summary of the final passage we 

read today. 

• The first picture shows how the passage began. 

• The last picture shows how it ended. 

• The middle picture is missing. 

 

 

 

Which is the better summary and why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Main Task: Writing a good summary. 

Using your knowledge of the final passage we read today and the images below, 

write a summary of the key events. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Exit Quiz: 

Which statements are correct? 

 

a) One of the thieves gets away and escapes. 

b) The group were sat in the vault for about an hour and fifteen minutes. 

c) Jabez Wilson is the man with the red hair who was with John Clay. 

d) Sherlock Holmes is fast and strong when he disarms John Clay. 

e) John Clay demands to be treated with respect as he has royal relatives. 

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 14 

Mastery Content: 

• Holmes explains the case of the Red-Headed League 

• John Clay put the advertisement in the newspaper to get Jabez Wilson out of 

the house 

• John Clay burrowed underground to get to the bank 

• Holmes used Clay’s dirty knees as a clue to work out what the crime was 

 

Do Now 

Which of these characters do you think is the odd one out? Why? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Give two reasons why each of these characters could be the odd one 

out. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading:  

After the dramatic heist last lesson, we now need to find out how Sherlock Holmes 

worked out the crime! 

 

Let’s read the final part of the story as Holmes explains how he solved the 

mysterious case. 

 

“You see, Watson,” he explained in the early hours of the morning 

as we sat over a glass of whisky and soda in Baker Street, “it was 

perfectly obvious from the first that the only possible object of this 

rather fantastic business of the advertisement of the League, and 

the copying of the Encyclopaedia, must be to get this not over-

bright pawnbroker out of the way for a number of hours every day. 

It was a curious way of managing it, but, really, it would be difficult 

to suggest a better. The method was no doubt suggested to Clay’s 

ingenious mind by the colour of his accomplice’s hair. The £4 a 

week was a lure which must draw him, and what was it to them, 

who were playing for thousands? They put in the advertisement, 

one rogue has the temporary office, the other rogue incites the 

man to apply for it, and together they manage to secure his 

absence every morning in the week. From the time that I heard of 

the assistant having come for half wages, it was obvious to me that 

he had some strong motive for securing the situation.” 

“But how could you guess what the motive was?” 

“Had there been women in the house, I should have suspected a 

mere vulgar intrigue. That, however, was out of the question. The 

man’s business was a small one, and there was nothing in his house 

which could account for such elaborate preparations, and such an 

expenditure as they were at. It must, then, be something out of the 

house. What could it be? I thought of the assistant’s fondness for 

photography, and his trick of vanishing into the cellar. The cellar! 

There was the end of this tangled clue. Then I made inquiries as to 

this mysterious assistant and found that I had to deal with one of the 

coolest and most daring criminals in London. He was doing 

something in the cellar—something which took many hours a day 

for months on end. What could it be, once more? I could think of 

nothing save that he was running a tunnel to some other building. 

 

 

 

not over-bright – i.e. 

a bit stupid 

 

accomplice – 

assistant  

lure – bait  

incites – encourages  

 

motive – reason  

 

 

mere vulgar intrigue 

– i.e. the man would 

be having an affair 

 

 

 

 

 

save – except 

 

Quick Comprehension: 

1. What deduction did Sherlock make about the assistant and his time spent 

in the cellar? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_ 
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“So far I had got when we went to visit the scene of action. I 

surprised you by beating upon the pavement with my stick. I was 

ascertaining whether the cellar stretched out in front or behind. It 

was not in front. Then I rang the bell, and, as I hoped, the assistant 

answered it. We have had some skirmishes, but we had never set 

eyes upon each other before. I hardly looked at his face. His knees 

were what I wished to see. You must yourself have remarked how 

worn, wrinkled, and stained they were. They spoke of those hours of 

burrowing. The only remaining point was what they were burrowing 

for. I walked round the corner, saw the City and Suburban Bank 

abutted on our friend’s premises, and felt that I had solved my 

problem. When you drove home after the concert I called upon 

Scotland Yard and upon the chairman of the bank directors, with 

the result that you have seen.” 

“And how could you tell that they would make their attempt to-

night?” I asked. 

“Well, when they closed their League offices that was a sign that 

they cared no longer about Mr. Jabez Wilson’s presence—in other 

words, that they had completed their tunnel. But it was essential 

that they should use it soon, as it might be discovered, or the bullion 

might be removed. Saturday would suit them better than any other 

day, as it would give them two days for their escape. For all these 

reasons I expected them to come to-night.” 

“You reasoned it out beautifully,” I exclaimed in unfeigned 

admiration. “It is so long a chain, and yet every link rings true.” 

“It saved me from ennui,” he answered, yawning. “Alas! I already 

feel it closing in upon me. My life is spent in one long effort to 

escape from the commonplaces of existence. These little problems 

help me to do so.” 

“And you are a benefactor of the race,” said I. 

He shrugged his shoulders. “Well, perhaps, after all, it is of some little 

use,” he remarked. “ ‘L’homme c’est rien—l’oeuvre c’est tout,’ as 

Gustave Flaubert wrote to George Sand.”  

 

 

ascertaining – 

working out  

skirmishes – 

encounters, 

interactions  

 

abutted – joined on 

to 

 

 

 

 

 

bullion – gold stock  

unfeigned – 

undisguised  

 

ennui – the boredom 

of existence  

benefactor – do-

gooder 

 

L’homme c’est rien—

l’oeuvre c’est tout – 

the man is nothing, 

the work is 

everything  
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  Summary: 

Vincent Spaulding is actually John Clay. ‘Vincent Spaulding’ is a disguise for John 

Clay who attempts a bank robbery using Wilson’s shop as an easy passage.  

 

The key events in John Clay’s actions are listed below: 

• John Clay learns that there is a large gold stock in a bank 

• John Clay finds a pawnbroker’s that he can burrow through to get to the 

vault 

• John Clay applies to work at the pawnbroker’s for half wages 

• John Clay places an advertisement in the newspaper for the Red-Headed 

League 

• John Clay and his accomplice trick Jabez Wilson to leave the 

pawnbroker’s for four hours a day 

• John Clay burrows through to the bank vault while Jabez Wilson is copying 

out the Encyclopaedia Britannica 

• John Clay and his accomplice try to break into the vault on the Saturday 

night 

• Sherlock Holmes and the police surprise John Clay when he arrives at the 

vault 

• John Clay is arrested by the police 
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  Task: What made Sherlock Holmes such a good detective in The Red Headed 

League? 

 

Below is a list of qualities that Sherlock shows in the story. Next to them, write a 

specific event in the story that shows this part of Holmes’s nature. 

Extension: Can you find a quotation and copy it exactly to support each 

statement? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holmes is patient and listens carefully. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Holmes is perceptive and takes time for introspection. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Holmes is strategic. He is good at working out a plan 

and then following it through. He is methodical. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Holmes is very observant. He notices tiny details. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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  Main Task: What made Sherlock Holmes such a good detective in The Red 

Headed League? 

 

Below is a list of qualities that Sherlock shows in the story. Next to them, write a 

specific event in the story that shows this part of Holmes’s nature. 

Extension: Can you find a quotation and copy it exactly to support each 

statement? 

 

 

 

 

Holmes is tenacious and daring. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

He is also very strong and fast. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

Exit Quiz: 

Which of the following helped Sherlock Holmes to solve the case of The Red-

Headed League? 

 

a) He listened to all of the information when Jabez Wilson came to him. 

b) He only paid attention to the main points and ignored the little details. 

c) He wanted to arrest the criminal as soon as he saw him in the 

pawnbroker’s. 

d) He took some time for introspection to think about the case. 

e) He was brave and daring when he waited for John Clay in the bank’s 

vault.  

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 15 

Mastery Content: 

• Sherlock Holmes is a good detective 

• He has a number of characteristics that make him an effective detective: 

1. He is able to look at problems without becoming emotional 

2. He is very observant 

3. He is very fast and strong 

4. He is a master of disguise 

5. He has a strong set of principles when he makes deductions 

 

Do Now 

What makes Sherlock Holmes such a good detective? 

Write down as many different ideas as you can.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Find examples and quotations from A Scandal in Bohemia and The 

Red-Headed League. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Before you write your answer to this question, we are going to explore some 

quotations together. 
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  Sherlock Holmes: the detective 

Here is a selection of extracts that show the different parts of Holmes. Each 

quotation shows a part that makes Holmes such a good detective. 

 

 

1.  Holmes is able to look at problems without becoming emotional 

From ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’: 

• All emotions, and love in particular, were abhorrent to his cold, precise but 

admirably balanced mind. He was, I take it, the most perfect reasoning and 

observing machine that the world has seen. 

 

 

2.  Holmes is very observant 

From ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’: 

•  “Quite so,” Holmes answered, lighting a cigarette, and throwing himself down 

into an armchair. “You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear.” 

 

 

 

From ‘The Red-Headed League’: 

• “Let me see,” said Holmes, standing at the corner and glancing along the 

line, “I should like just to remember the order of the houses here. It is a hobby 

of mine to have an exact knowledge of London.” 

 

 

 

3.  Holmes is very fast and strong 

From ‘The Red-Headed League: 

• Sherlock Holmes had sprung out and seized the intruder by the collar. The 

other dived down the hole, and I heard the sound of rending cloth as Jones 

clutched at his skirts. The light flashed upon the barrel of a revolver, but 

Holmes’s hunting crop came down on the man’s wrist, and the pistol clinked 

upon the stone floor. 

 

 

 

 

4.  Holmes is a master of disguise: 

From ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’: 

• It was close upon four before the door opened, and a drunken-looking 

groom, ill-kempt and side-whiskered, with an inflamed face and 

disreputable clothes, walked into the room. Accustomed as I was to my 

friend’s amazing powers in the use of disguises, I had to look three times 

before I was certain that it was indeed he.  
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5.  Holmes has a strong set of principles when he makes deductions 

From ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’: 

• “I have no data yet. It is a capital mistake to theorise before one has data. 

Insensibly one begins to twist facts to suit theories, instead of theories to suit 

facts.  

 

From ‘The Red-Headed League’ 

• “To smoke,” he answered. “It is quite a three pipe problem, and I beg that 

you won’t speak to me for fifty minutes.” He curled himself up in his chair, 

with his thin knees drawn up to his hawk-like nose, and there he sat with his 

eyes closed and his black clay pipe thrusting out like the bill of some 

strange bird 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task: Now that you have read the quotations from the two stories that show 

Holmes to be a good detective, you are going to go back and write notes next 

to each quotation explaining what they reveal about why Sherlock Holmes is 

such a good detective? 

 

For example: 
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Task: Now that you have annotated your quotations with explanations of how 

they show Sherlock to be a good detective, we can begin to answer the 

question: 

What makes Sherlock Holmes such a good detective? 

 

This is how you can structure your paragraphs: 

 

Let’s look at an example together: 

 

Let’s look at bullet point three in more detail. It is the most interesting part, but 

also the trickiest! 
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Main Task:  

Here is a way you can structure each paragraph. 

1. Use a topic sentence to introduce which characteristic you want to 

discuss. 

2. Make it clear which story you are going to talk about and give a quotation. 

3. Explore how that quotation and that characteristic makes Holmes a good 

detective. 

Extension: Can you link your paragraphs together by: 

• Using the topic sentence of each paragraph to link to the previous 

paragraph. 

• Using the topic sentence to say how what you are about to say 

is different to the previous paragraph. 

 

Now write your own answer to this question. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Main Task:  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Exit Quiz: 

Which quotation would best support this statement? 

In ‘The Red-Headed League’, Holmes shows us how he uses observations to make 

deductions about people. 

a) He was, I take it, the most perfect reasoning and observing machine that 

the world has seen. 

b) “You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear.” 

c) The light flashed upon the barrel of a revolver, but Holmes's hunting crop 

came down on the man’s wrist 

d) “His knees were what I wished to see. You must yourself have remarked 

how worn, wrinkled, and stained they were. They spoke of those hours of 

burrowing” 

e) “And I have some business to do which will take some hours. This business 

at Coburg Square is serious.” 

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 16 

Mastery Content: 

• Victorians began many of the Christmas traditions we have today 

• Poor people afforded a Christmas goose by saving up over a number of weeks 

• The Blue Carbuncle is set just after Christmas 

• Holmes is trying to locate the owner of a lost hat 

• The opening of The Blue Carbuncle follows the same pattern as the opening of 

A Scandal in Bohemia and The Red-Headed League 

 

Do Now 

Look at these images of Victorian Christmases. What can you deduce about how 

Victorians celebrated? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: What would make a good Christmas present for Sherlock Holmes? 

Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Victorian Christmas 

People around the world have enjoyed midwinter festivals for thousands of years. 

One of the oldest traditions involves decorating houses and churches with 

evergreen plants like mistletoe, holly and ivy. In the past, people believed these 

plants had a magical ability to protect us from evil spirits. People also thought these 

plants encouraged the return of spring. 

No era in history however, has influenced the way in 

which we celebrate Christmas quite as much as the 

Victorians. Before Victoria's reign started in 1837, 

nobody in Britain had heard of Christmas Crackers. No 

Christmas cards were sent and most people did not 

have holidays from work. The industrial revolution of the 

Victorian era changed the way people celebrate 

Christmas forever. Sentimental do-gooders like Charles 

Dickens wrote books like A Christmas Carol, which 

encouraged rich Victorians to share their wealth by 

giving money and gifts to the poor.  

While Charles Dickens did not invent the Victorian 

Christmas, his book is credited with helping to spread 

the traditions of the festival. Its themes of family, charity, 

goodwill, peace and happiness encapsulate the spirit of the Victorian Christmas, 

and are very much a part of the Christmas we celebrate today. 

The holidays The wealth generated by the new factories of the Industrial Revolution 

allowed middle class families in England and Wales to take time off work and 

celebrate over two days: Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Boxing Day earned its 

name as the day servants and working people opened the boxes in which they had 

collected gifts of money from their wealthy employers. 

The gifts   At the start of Victoria's reign, children's toys tended to be 

handmade and expensive which meant only the 

upper classes could afford them. But the growth of 

factories introduced mass production, which 

meant games, dolls, books and clockwork toys 

could be made at a more affordable price. But 

these toys were still too expensive for poorer 

families. A poor child would find an apple, an 

orange and a few nuts in their Christmas stocking. 

 

Reading: 

The next story we are going to read is set at Christmas in Victorian London. Let’s 

find out more about some of the traditions that existed – and were introduced – 

during the Victorian period.  

Read the following information and answer the comprehension questions. 

The Spirit of Christmas Present 

from Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 

A selection of cheap Victorian toys 
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Christmas Cards The "Penny Post" was first 

introduced in Britain in 1840 by Rowland Hill. The 

idea was simple: a penny stamp paid for the 

postage of a letter or card to anywhere in Britain. 

This simple idea paved the way for the sending 

of the first Christmas cards. Sir Henry Cole printed 

a thousand cards in 1843 and sold them in his art 

shop for one shilling each. Sending cards 

became more popular when a halfpenny 

postage rate was introduced in 1870.  

 

Christmas dinner  Turkeys had been 

brought to Britain from America hundreds of 

years before Victorian times. However, when 

Victoria first came to the throne, both chicken 

and turkey were too expensive for most people 

to enjoy. In northern England, roast beef was the 

traditional Christmas dinner. In London and the 

south, goose was most people’s Christmas dinner 

of choice. Even poorer families managed to 

afford a goose. Many pubs ran a Goose Club 

where small instalments were paid week by week 

until they had paid enough for their Christmas 

goose. Local bakers stayed open to allow poor 

families to use their ovens on Christmas Day.  

 

The Crackers  Tom Smith was a London sweet maker. At Christmas, he sold lots 

of sweets as they were cheap presents that many people 

could afford. He began wrapping the sweets in a little 

twist of coloured paper to make them prettier for 

Christmas. When other sweet makers copied his idea, he 

tried to make his sweets more interesting. He added love 

notes, paper hats and small toys. After hearing the crackle 

of a log fire one winter, he also came up with the idea of 

adding a crackling sound to the cracker. Tom Smith went 

on to invent the cracker device we know today. Last year, 

over 300 million crackers were pulled at Christmas tables 

all over the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

A customised Victorian Christmas card 

A bakery staying open on Christmas Day 

to cook dinner for locals 

An advertisement for Tom Smith’s 

Christmas crackers and novelties 



172 
 

 

Comprehension: 

Answer the following questions in full sentences. 

 

1. Which Victorian writer helped to spread Christmas traditions with his 

stories? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What effects did the new factories and industries have on Christmas? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What was Christmas like for poor people? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How did poor people afford Christmas dinner? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What Victorian traditions do we still keep up today? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

Reading: 

Let’s read the opening to The Blue Carbuncle. As you read, stop and answer to 

answer the following questions when they appear: 

1. When does this story take place? 

2. What has Sherlock Holmes been looking at when Dr. Watson arrives? 

3. What happened at Goodge Street? 

4. How did the item arrive at Baker Street? 

 

Turn over to begin our next adventure with Sherlock! 
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I had called upon my friend Sherlock Holmes upon the second 

morning after Christmas, with the intention of wishing him the 

compliments of the season. He was lounging upon the sofa in a 

purple dressing-gown, a pipe-rack within his reach upon the right, 

and a pile of crumpled morning papers, evidently newly studied, 

near at hand. Beside the couch was a wooden chair, and on the 

angle of the back hung a very seedy and disreputable hard-felt 

hat, much the worse for wear, and cracked in several places. A lens 

and a forceps lying upon the seat of the chair suggested that the 

hat had been suspended in this manner for the purpose of 

examination. 

“You are engaged,” said I; “perhaps I interrupt you.” 

“Not at all. I am glad to have a friend with whom I can discuss my 

results. The matter is a perfectly trivial one”—he jerked his thumb in 

the direction of the old hat—“but there are points in connection 

with it which are not entirely devoid of interest and even of 

instruction.” 

I seated myself in his armchair and warmed my hands before his 

crackling fire, for a sharp frost had set in, and the windows were 

thick with the ice crystals. “I suppose,” I remarked, “that, homely as 

it looks, this thing has some deadly story linked on to it—that it is the 

clue which will guide you in the solution of some mystery and the 

punishment of some crime.” 

“No, no. No crime,” said Sherlock Holmes, laughing. “Only one of 

those whimsical little incidents which will happen when you have 

four million human beings all jostling each other within the space of 

a few square miles. Amid the action and reaction of so dense a 

swarm of humanity, every possible combination of events may be 

expected to take place, and many a little problem will be 

presented which may be striking and bizarre without being criminal. 

We have already had experience of such.” 

“So much so,” I remarked, “that of the last six cases which I have 

added to my notes, three have been entirely free of any legal 

crime.” 

“Precisely. You allude to my attempt to recover the Irene Adler 

papers, to the singular case of Miss Mary Sutherland, and to the 

adventure of the man with the twisted lip. Well, I have no doubt 

that this small matter will fall into the same innocent category. You 

know Peterson, the commissionaire?” 

 

 

 

 

seedy – dirty  

hard-felt – a type of 

material 

forceps – tool used 

for holding 

something  

 

trivial – unimportant  

devoid of - without 

 

 

 

 

 

 

whimsical – light-

hearted 

 

 

 

 

 

allude to – refer to 

 

Note: 

Commissionaires 

were injured soldiers.  

They were employed 

as janitors, doormen, 

messengers, and 

hotel porters. 

They wore a smart 

uniform.  

 

1. When does this story take place? 

 

2. What has Sherlock Holmes been looking at 

when Dr. Watson arrives? 
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 “Yes.” 

“It is to him that this trophy belongs.” 

“It is his hat.” 

“No, no, he found it. Its owner is unknown. I beg that you will look 

upon it not as a battered billycock but as an intellectual problem. 

And, first, as to how it came here. It arrived upon Christmas morning, 

in company with a good fat goose, which is, I have no doubt, 

roasting at this moment in front of Peterson’s fire. The facts are 

these: about four o’clock on Christmas morning, Peterson, who, as 

you know, is a very honest fellow, was returning from some small 

jollification and was making his way homeward down Tottenham 

Court Road. In front of him he saw, in the gaslight, a tallish man, 

walking with a slight stagger, and carrying a white goose slung over 

his shoulder.  

As he reached the corner of Goodge Street, a row broke out 

between this stranger and a little knot of roughs. One of the latter 

knocked off the man’s hat, on which he raised his stick to defend 

himself and, swinging it over his head, smashed the shop window 

behind him. Peterson had rushed forward to protect the stranger 

from his assailants; but the man, shocked at having broken the 

window, and seeing an official-looking person in uniform rushing 

towards him, dropped his goose, took to his heels, and vanished 

amid the labyrinth of small streets which lie at the back of 

Tottenham Court Road. The roughs had also fled at the 

appearance of Peterson, so that he was left in possession of the 

field of battle, and also of the spoils of victory in the shape of this 

battered hat and a most unimpeachable Christmas goose.” 

 

 

 

 

 

billycock – the style 

of hat 

 

jollification – party 

 

a slight stagger – i.e. 

drunk 

 

knot – group  

roughs – rough or 

tough people 

assailants – attackers  

took to his heels – i.e. 

ran away 

labyrinth – maze 

field of battle – i.e. 

where the fight took 

place 

spoils of victory – the 

prize for the winner 

of a battle 

unimpeachable – 

flawless, perfect 

 

Quick comprehension: 

What happened at Goodge Street? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sherlock tells Watson how the commissionaire, Peterson, witnessed a fight in the 

street that ended up with a lost goose and hat! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Which surely he restored to their owner?” 

“My dear fellow, there lies the problem. It is true that ‘For Mrs. Henry 

Baker’ was printed upon a small card which was tied to the bird’s 

left leg, and it is also true that the initials ‘H. B.’ are legible upon the 

lining of this hat, but as there are some thousands of Bakers, and 

some hundreds of Henry Bakers in this city of ours, it is not easy to 

restore lost property to any one of them.” 

“What, then, did Peterson do?” 

“He brought round both hat and goose to me on Christmas 

morning, knowing that even the smallest problems are of interest to 

me. The goose we retained until this morning, when there were signs 

that, in spite of the slight frost, it would be well that it should be 

eaten without unnecessary delay. Its finder has carried it off, 

therefore, to fulfil the ultimate destiny of a goose, while I continue to 

retain the hat of the unknown gentleman who lost his Christmas 

dinner.” 

“Did he not advertise?” 

“No.” 

“Then, what clue could you have as to his identity?” 

“Only as much as we can deduce.” 

“From his hat?” 

“Precisely.” 

“But you are joking. What can you gather from this old battered 

felt?” 

“Here is my lens. You know my methods. What can you gather 

yourself as to the individuality of the man who has worn this article?” 

 

restored – given 

back to  

 

legible – readable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

retain – keep 

advertise – i.e. put 

an advert in the 

newspaper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

article – item of 

clothing 

 
Quick comprehension: 

1. How did the item arrive at Baker Street? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sherlock tells Watson how the goose and hat ended up with Sherlock at Baker 

street. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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  I took the tattered object in my hands and turned it over rather 

ruefully. It was a very ordinary black hat of the usual round shape, 

hard and much the worse for wear. The lining had been of red silk, 

but was a good deal discoloured. There was no maker’s name; but, 

as Holmes had remarked, the initials “H. B.” were scrawled upon 

one side. It was pierced in the brim for a hat-securer, but the elastic 

was missing. For the rest, it was cracked, exceedingly dusty, and 

spotted in several places, although there seemed to have been 

some attempt to hide the discoloured patches by smearing them 

with ink. 

“I can see nothing,” said I, handing it back to my friend. 

“On the contrary, Watson, you can see everything. You fail, 

however, to reason from what you see. You are too timid in drawing 

your inferences.” 

“Then, pray tell me what it is that you can infer from this hat?” 

He picked it up and gazed at it in the peculiar introspective fashion 

which was characteristic of him. “It is perhaps less suggestive than it 

might have been,” he remarked, “and yet there are a few 

inferences which are very distinct, and a few others which 

represent at least a strong balance of probability. That the man was 

highly intellectual is of course obvious upon the face of it, and also 

that he was fairly well-to-do within the last three years, although he 

has now fallen upon evil days. He had foresight, but has less now 

than formerly, pointing to a moral retrogression, which, when taken 

with the decline of his fortunes, seems to indicate some evil 

influence, probably drink, at work upon him. This may account also 

for the obvious fact that his wife has ceased to love him.” 

“My dear Holmes!” 

 

ruefully – in a shy 

way 

 

exceedingly – very  

 

On the contrary – 

Just the opposite  

timid – shy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

retrogression – 

downfall, decline  

drink – i.e. 

alcoholism  

 

Summary: 

In the passage you have just read: 

• The story takes place on December 27th, two days after Christmas. 

• Sherlock Holmes is looking at a battered old hat when Dr. Watson comes 

in.  

• An unknown man was attacked on Christmas morning. He dropped his hat 

and a goose.  

• The commissionaire saw the fight and brought the hat and goose to 

Holmes. 

• Holmes begins to deduce things about the owner of the hat: he is 

intellectual, he used to be wealthy, he has had a decline in fortune in the 

past three years and his wife no longer loves him. 

 

Holmes begins to make deductions about the owner of the hat. 
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Task:  

Think back to the openings of A Scandal in Bohemia and The Red-Headed 

League. 

 

1. Does The Blue Carbuncle keep to the same pattern? How? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why would Doyle do this? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extension: What are the similarities in terms of Watson’s behaviour at the start of 

each story? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



179 
 

 

Main Task:  

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Main Task: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Sherlock Holmes 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

   

  

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T4 

Score 

___ 

/10 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question. 

1) What does Sherlock Holmes learn about the owner of the lost hat at the start of 

The Blue Carbuncle? (2) 

f) He was rich three years ago. 

g) He is fit. 

h) He has become richer over the last five years. 

i) His fortunes have declined over the past three years.  

j) He is divorced. 
 

2) Which statement is correct? (1) 

a) Arthur Conan Doyle was influenced by new scientific ideas when he wrote 

the Sherlock Holmes stories.  

b) Dr. Watson was influenced by the Metropolitan Police when he wrote the 

Sherlock Holmes stories.  

c) Dr. Watson was a real person that wrote the Sherlock Holmes stories. 

d) Sherlock Holmes was a real person. 

e) Sherlock Holmes knew John Snow, the person that investigated the cholera 

deaths. 

 

3) This is a topic sentence about A Scandal in Bohemia. What analysis best matches 

this topic sentence and quotation? (1) 

Irene Adler has ‘the face of the most beautiful of women’, which may lead 

Sherlock Holmes to underestimate her intelligence. 

a) Beautiful women cannot be clever. 

b) Holmes doesn’t believe that any woman – especially a beautiful one – could 

outsmart him. 

c) Irene Adler uses her beauty to fool Holmes and make him do what she wants. 

d) Holmes is not that interested in Irene Adler. 

e) Holmes falls in love with Irene Adler because of her beautiful appearance. 

 

4) How does Sherlock Holmes change after Irene Adler outsmarts him in A Scandal in 

Bohemia? (1) 

f) He stops making fun of women’s intelligence. 

g) He only takes cases from men. 

h) He becomes more thoughtful. 

i) He becomes more introspective. 

j) He admits that he was in love with Irene Adler.  
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5) This is a quotation from The Red-Headed League. How does this show that Holmes 

is a good detective? (1) 

“Let me see,” said Holmes, standing at the corner and glancing along the line, “I 

should like just to remember the order of the houses here. It is a hobby of mine to 

have an exact knowledge of London.” 

a) Holmes is very strong.  

b) Holmes is able to make deductions about people from the small details he 

sees. 

c) Holmes is introspective and is able to think deeply about a problem. 

d) Holmes has a fantastic memory and is able to remember useful information 

when it is needed. 

e) Holmes is very determined. When he is working on a case, he doesn’t stop 

until he has solved the crime.  

 

6) In The Red-Headed League, Dr. Watson says that Sherlock Holmes has a ‘dual 

nature’. What sides of Holmes’s ‘dual nature’ is Watson talking about in this story? (1) 

a) Holmes is a good fighter but also a good friend. 

b) Holmes is a good detective but he would also make an unstoppable villain. 

c) Holmes wants justice but he can also be forgiving.  

d) Holmes plays the violin but he also likes listening to music.  

e) Holmes can be determined and active but he can also be quiet and 

introspective.  

 

7) What does the following quotation tell us about Sherlock Holmes? (2) 

“He was the most perfect reasoning and observing machine that the world has 

seen.” 

a) Sherlock Holmes has seen a lot of places in the world. 

b) Lots of people from around the world know Sherlock Holmes. 

c) Sherlock Holmes is amazing at making deductions from small details about a 

person. 

d) Sherlock Holmes is prepared to break the law if it is for a good cause. 

e) Sherlock Holmes may be one of the greatest detectives in the world.  

 

8) What helped Sherlock Holmes to solve the case of The Red-Headed League? (2) 

a) He listened to all of the information when Jabez Wilson came to him. 

b) He only paid attention to the main points and ignored the little details. 

c) He wanted to arrest the criminal as soon as he saw him in the pawnbroker’s. 

d) He took some time for introspection to think about the case. 

e) He was scared when waiting for John Clay in the bank.  
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9) Which would poor people be likely to have at Christmas in Victorian London? (3) 

a) A roast goose 

b) Presents like toys and dolls 

c) Presents like fruit and nuts 

d) A day off over the Christmas holidays 

e) Two weeks’ holiday from work 

 

10) Which quotation shows that Holmes was introspective in The Red-Headed 

League? (1)  

 

a) ‘He curled himself up in his chair, with his thin knees drawn up to his hawk-like 

nose, and there he sat with his eyes closed and his black clay pipe thrusting 

out like the bill of some strange bird.’  

b) ‘All emotions, and that one particularly, were abhorrent to his cold, precise 

but admirably balanced mind.’   

c) “You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear.”  

d)  “I should like just to remember the order of the houses here. It is a hobby of 

mine to have an exact knowledge of London.  

e) “I begin to think, Watson,” said Holmes, “that I make a mistake in explaining.”  
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 17 

Mastery Content: 

• Holmes makes a number of remarkable deductions about the owner of the hat 

just by looking at it 

• Watson can’t believe Holmes's deductions 

• Watson and Holmes have a good relationship 

 

Do Now 

Last lesson we looked at Christmas traditions which started in Victorian England.  

What can you remember about them? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Is committing a crime at Christmas worse than committing a crime at 

any other point in the year? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Reading: 

Sherlock Holmes is about to give us a masterclass on observation and deduction!  

Let’s remind ourselves what he has worked out about the owner of the hat just 

from looking at it, and then read his explanation. (You have read the first part of 

the extract before) 

 As you read, find the answer to these questions: 

1. How intelligent was the person who lost the hat? 

2. What happened to the owner of the hat in the last three years? 

3. What clues are found about the hairstyle of the owner of the hat? 

4. How could Holmes tell that the wife had stopped caring for the owner of 

the hat? 

5. How does Watson react to Holmes's deductions? 

“Then, what clue could you have as to his identity?” 

“Only as much as we can deduce.” 

“From his hat?” 

“Precisely.” 

“But you are joking. What can you gather from this old battered 

felt?” 

“Here is my lens. You know my methods. What can you gather 

yourself as to the individuality of the man who has worn this 

article?” 

I took the tattered object in my hands and turned it over rather 

ruefully. It was a very ordinary black hat of the usual round shape, 

hard and much the worse for wear. The lining had been of red silk, 

but was a good deal discoloured. There was no maker’s name; but, 

as Holmes had remarked, the initials “H. B.” were scrawled upon 

one side. It was pierced in the brim for a hat-securer, but the elastic 

was missing. For the rest, it was cracked, exceedingly dusty, and 

spotted in several places, although there seemed to have been 

some attempt to hide the discoloured patches by smearing them 

with ink. 

“I can see nothing,” said I, handing it back to my friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

article – item of 

clothing 

 

ruefully – in a shy 

way 

 

exceedingly – very  
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“On the contrary, Watson, you can see everything. You fail, 

however, to reason from what you see. You are too timid in drawing 

your inferences.” 

“Then, pray tell me what it is that you can infer from this hat?” 

He picked it up and gazed at it in the peculiar introspective fashion 

which was characteristic of him. “It is perhaps less suggestive than it 

might have been,” he remarked, “and yet there are a few 

inferences which are very distinct, and a few others which 

represent at least a strong balance of probability. That the man was 

highly intellectual is of course obvious upon the face of it, and also 

that he was fairly well-to-do within the last three years, although he 

has now fallen upon evil days. He had foresight, but has less now 

than formerly, pointing to a moral retrogression, which, when taken 

with the decline of his fortunes, seems to indicate some evil 

influence, probably drink, at work upon him. This may account also 

for the obvious fact that his wife has ceased to love him.” 

“My dear Holmes!” 

“He has, however, retained some degree of self-respect,” he 

continued, disregarding my remonstrance. “He is a man who leads 

a sedentary life, goes out little, is out of training entirely, is middle-

aged, has grizzled hair which he has had cut within the last few 

days, and which he anoints with lime-cream. These are the more 

patent facts which are to be deduced from his hat. Also, by the 

way, that it is extremely improbable that he has gas laid on in his 

house.” 

“You are certainly joking, Holmes.” 

“Not in the least. Is it possible that even now, when I give you these 

results, you are unable to see how they are attained?” 

“I have no doubt that I am very stupid, but I must confess that I am 

unable to follow you. For example, how did you deduce that this 

man was intellectual?” 

For answer Holmes clapped the hat upon his head. It came right 

over the forehead and settled upon the bridge of his nose. “It is a 

question of cubic capacity,” said he; “a man with so large a brain 

must have something in it.” 

“The decline of his fortunes, then?” 

 

On the contrary – 

Just the opposite  

timid – shy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

retrogression – 

downfall, decline  

drink – i.e. 

alcoholism  

 

Retained – kept 

disregarding – 

ignoring  

remonstrance – 

protest  

sedentary – 

stationary, quiet  

anoints – covers  

lime-cream – a type 

of hair gel  

patent – obvious  

gas laid on – i.e. a 

gas supply 

 

Sherlock makes deductions about the hat owner’s intelligence and hair! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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  “This hat is three years old. These flat brims curled at the edge came 

in then. It is a hat of the very best quality. Look at the band of 

ribbed silk and the excellent lining. If this man could afford to buy so 

expensive a hat three years ago, and has had no hat since, then 

he has assuredly gone down in the world.” 

“Well, that is clear enough, certainly. But how about the foresight 

and the moral retrogression?” 

Sherlock Holmes laughed. “Here is the foresight,” said he putting his 

finger upon the little disc and loop of the hat-securer. “They are 

never sold upon hats. If this man ordered one, it is a sign of a certain 

amount of foresight, since he went out of his way to take this 

precaution against the wind. But since we see that he has broken 

the elastic and has not troubled to replace it, it is obvious that he 

has less foresight now than formerly, which is a distinct proof of a 

weakening nature. On the other hand, he has endeavoured to 

conceal some of these stains upon the felt by daubing them with 

ink, which is a sign that he has not entirely lost his self-respect.” 

“Your reasoning is certainly plausible.” 

“The further points, that he is middle-aged, that his hair is grizzled, 

that it has been recently cut, and that he uses lime-cream, are all 

to be gathered from a close examination of the lower part of the 

lining. The lens discloses a large number of hair-ends, clean cut by 

the scissors of the barber. They all appear to be adhesive, and 

there is a distinct odour of lime-cream. This dust, you will observe, is 

not the gritty, grey dust of the street but the fluffy brown dust of the 

house, showing that it has been hung up indoors most of the time, 

while the marks of moisture upon the inside are proof positive that 

the wearer perspired very freely, and could therefore, hardly be in 

the best of training.” 

“But his wife—you said that she had ceased to love him.” 

“This hat has not been brushed for weeks. When I see you, my dear 

Watson, with a week’s accumulation of dust upon your hat, and 

when your wife allows you to go out in such a state, I shall fear that 

you also have been unfortunate enough to lose your wife’s 

affection.” 

“But he might be a bachelor.” 

 

came in – were 

available for the first 

time  

assuredly – certainly  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

endeavoured – tried  

 

plausible – 

believable  

 

lens – magnifying 

glass 

 

 

perspired – sweated  

 

 

accumulation – build 

up 

 

 

bachelor – a single 

man  

 

Watson questions Holmes deductions, so Holmes explains his reasoning for each 

one. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Nay, he was bringing home the goose as a peace-offering to his 

wife. Remember the card upon the bird’s leg.” 

“You have an answer to everything. But how on earth do you 

deduce that the gas is not laid on in his house?” 

“One tallow stain, or even two, might come by chance; but when I 

see no less than five, I think that there can be little doubt that the 

individual must be brought into frequent contact with burning 

tallow—walks upstairs at night probably with his hat in one hand 

and a guttering candle in the other. Anyhow, he never got tallow-

stains from a gas-jet. Are you satisfied?” 

“Well, it is very ingenious,” said I, laughing; “but since, as you said 

just now, there has been no crime committed, and no harm done 

save the loss of a goose, all this seems to be rather a waste of 

energy.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tallow – a fat used as 

a candle  

 

Review: Did you find the answers? 

1. How intelligent was the person who lost the hat? 

2. What happened to the owner of the hat in the last three years? 

3. What clues are found about the hairstyle of the owner of the hat? 

4. How could Holmes tell that the wife had stopped caring for the owner 

of the hat? 

5. How does Watson react to Holmes's deductions? 

 

 

The goose was a peace offering to the man’s wife! 
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Main Task: You are going to write two paragraphs on this question. 

How would you describe the relationship between Watson and Holmes? 

 

Before you begin, let’s look at some quotations from The Blue Carbuncle: 

Fill in the empty gaps below to 

• Explain what each quotation shows us about how Watson feels about 

Holmes's deductions 

• Explain what each quotation shows us about the relationship between 

Watson and Holmes. 

 

 

Space for further notes on Holmes and Watson’s relationship. 
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Main Task: You are going to write two paragraphs on this question. 

How would you describe the relationship between Watson and Holmes? 

• Only discuss the relationship as presented in The Blue Carbuncle. 

• Make sure you structure your paragraphs clearly. 

You can use the following structure for a paragraph: 

1. State the nature of their relationship. 

2. Introduce a quotation that supports your topic sentence about their 

relationship. 

3. Explain how the quotation shows this about their relationship. 

 

Extension: Can you link your paragraphs together by: 

• Using the topic sentence of each paragraph to link to the previous 

paragraph. 

• Using the topic sentence to say how what you are about to say 

is different to the previous paragraph. 

 

Now write your own answer to this question. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Main Task: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Review: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does Check 2: Does Check 3: Do all Check 4: Have 
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Exit Quiz: 

Which statements are correct? 

a) Dr. Watson is unintelligent. 

b) Dr. Watson is always impressed by Holmes's reasoning ability. 

c) Dr. Watson is now able to make deductions just as well as Holmes.  

d) Holmes finds Dr. Watson’s questions irritating. 

e) Dr. Watson laughs at Holmes, making fun of his deductions.  

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 18 

Mastery Content: 

• The blue carbuncle has been stolen 

• A man has been arrested for the crime 

• Holmes decides to investigate 

• Holmes's deductions about Henry Baker were entirely accurate 

• Henry Baker had nothing to do with the theft of the jewel 

 

Do Now 

Sherlock Holmes learned a lot about a man called Henry Baker just by looking at 

his hat. 

What did Holmes work out about Henry Baker? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: What were the facts about the hat that allowed Holmes to make these 

deductions? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Recap: 

What did Holmes work out about Henry Baker? 

 

• He was well-off about three years ago 

• Henry Baker is intelligent 

• His wife does not love him 

• He is unhealthy 

• His fortunes have declined in the last three years 

• He doesn’t have gas at home 

• He is an alcoholic 

• He has styled hair 

 

What has happened in The Blue Carbuncle so far? 

• The story takes place on December 27th, two days after Christmas. 

• Sherlock Holmes is looking at a battered old hat when Dr. Watson comes in.  

• An unknown man was attacked on Christmas morning. He dropped his hat 

and a goose.  

• The commissionaire saw the fight and brought the hat and goose to Holmes. 

• Holmes made excellent deductions about the owner of the hat. 

Vocab:  

Someone who is fallible makes mistakes. 

Someone who is infallible is always right.  
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Reading: 

Last lesson, Sherlock Holmes made a number of deductions about a man from 

only looking at his hat. 

Today, we will see how accurate Sherlock Holmes was. Before that, we find out 

something very interesting. Did he make mistakes?  

After you have read the passage, you will answer these questions. 

1. What was stolen? 

2. Who was it stolen from? 

3. Where was the jewel stolen from? 

4. Who was accused of the robbery? 

5. Who raised the alarm? 

 

“Well, it is very ingenious,” said I, laughing; “but since, as you said 

just now, there has been no crime committed, and no harm done 

save the loss of a goose, all this seems to be rather a waste of 

energy.” 

Sherlock Holmes had opened his mouth to reply, when the door 

flew open, and Peterson, the commissionaire, rushed into the 

apartment with flushed cheeks and the face of a man who is 

dazed with astonishment. 

“The goose, Mr. Holmes! The goose, sir!” he gasped. 

“Eh? What of it, then? Has it returned to life and flapped off through 

the kitchen window?” Holmes twisted himself round upon the sofa 

to get a fairer view of the man's excited face. 

“See here, sir! See what my wife found in its crop!” He held out his 

hand and displayed upon the centre of the palm a brilliantly 

scintillating blue stone, rather smaller than a bean in size, but of 

such purity and radiance that it twinkled like an electric point in the 

dark hollow of his hand. 

Sherlock Holmes sat up with a whistle. “By Jove, Peterson!” said he, 

“this is treasure trove indeed. I suppose you know what you have 

got?” 

 

 

 

save – except for  

 

 

commissionaire -  

the manager of a 

charity for ex-army 

staff 

 

 

crop – the throat of 

the goose 

scintillating – 

sparkling  

 

Peterson rushes back with an amazing discovery! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Well, it is very ingenious,” said I, laughing; “but since, as you said 

just now, there has been no crime committed, and no harm done 

save the loss of a goose, all this seems to be rather a waste of 

energy.” 

Sherlock Holmes had opened his mouth to reply, when the door 

flew open, and Peterson, the commissionaire, rushed into the 

apartment with flushed cheeks and the face of a man who is 

dazed with astonishment. 

“The goose, Mr. Holmes! The goose, sir!” he gasped. 

“Eh? What of it, then? Has it returned to life and flapped off through 

the kitchen window?” Holmes twisted himself round upon the sofa 

to get a fairer view of the man's excited face. 

“See here, sir! See what my wife found in its crop!” He held out his 

hand and displayed upon the centre of the palm a brilliantly 

scintillating blue stone, rather smaller than a bean in size, but of 

such purity and radiance that it twinkled like an electric point in the 

dark hollow of his hand. 

Sherlock Holmes sat up with a whistle. “By Jove, Peterson!” said he, 

“this is treasure trove indeed. I suppose you know what you have 

got?” 

“A diamond, sir? A precious stone. It cuts into glass as though it 

were putty.” 

“It's more than a precious stone. It is the precious stone.” 

“Not the Countess of Morcar's blue carbuncle!” I ejaculated. 

“Precisely so. I ought to know its size and shape, seeing that I have 

read the advertisement about it in The Times every day lately. It is 

absolutely unique, and its value can only be conjectured, but the 

reward offered of £1000 is certainly not within a twentieth part of 

the market price.” 

“A thousand pounds! Great Lord of mercy!” The commissionaire 

plumped down into a chair and stared from one to the other of us. 

“That is the reward, and I have reason to know that there are 

sentimental considerations in the background which would induce 

the Countess to part with half her fortune if she could but recover 

the gem.” 

“It was lost, if I remember aright, at the Hotel Cosmopolitan,” I 

remarked. 

 

 

 

 

 

save – except for  

 

 

commissionaire -  

the manager of a 

charity for ex-army 

staff 

 

 

crop – the throat of 

the goose 

scintillating – 

sparkling  

 

 

 

 

 

carbuncle – a 

precious red stone. 

This makes a blue 

carbuncle even 

more rare  

ejaculated – called 

out 

conjectured – 

guessed at 

induce – cause  

 

 

A very precious gemstone was inside the goose! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Precisely so, on December 22nd, just five days ago. John Horner, a 

plumber, was accused of having abstracted it from the lady's jewel-

case. The evidence against him was so strong that the case has 

been referred to the Assizes. I have some account of the matter 

here, I believe.” He rummaged amid his newspapers, glancing over 

the dates, until at last he smoothed one out, doubled it over, and 

read the following paragraph: 

“Hotel Cosmopolitan Jewel Robbery. John Horner, 26, plumber, was 

brought up upon the charge of having upon the 22nd inst. 

abstracted from the jewel-case of the Countess of Morcar the 

valuable gem known as the blue carbuncle. James Ryder, upper-

attendant at the hotel, gave his evidence to the effect that he had 

shown Horner up to the dressing-room of the Countess of Morcar 

upon the day of the robbery in order that he might solder the 

second bar of the grate, which was loose. He had remained with 

Horner some little time, but had finally been called away.  

On returning, he found that Horner had disappeared, that the 

bureau had been forced open, and that the small morocco casket 

in which, as it afterwards transpired, the Countess was accustomed 

to keep her jewel, was lying empty upon the dressing-table. Ryder 

instantly gave the alarm, and Horner was arrested the same 

evening; but the stone could not be found either upon his person or 

in his rooms. Catherine Cusack, maid to the Countess, deposed to 

having heard Ryder's cry of dismay on discovering the robbery, and 

to having rushed into the room, where she found matters as 

described by the last witness. Inspector Bradstreet, B division, gave 

evidence as to the arrest of Horner, who struggled frantically, and 

protested his innocence in the strongest terms. Evidence of a 

previous conviction for robbery having been given against the 

prisoner, the magistrate refused to deal summarily with the offence, 

but referred it to the Assizes. Horner, who had shown signs of intense 

emotion during the proceedings, fainted away at the conclusion 

and was carried out of court.” 

 

 

 

abstracted – taken  

the Assizes – the 

courts 

 

 

 

 

 

solder the second 

bar of the grate – i.e. 

complete some 

plumbing repairs 

bureau – dressing 

table  

 

 

deposed – gave a 

witness account  

 

 

 

magistrate – judge  

 

The gemstone had been stolen five days ago – Holmes had read about it in the 

newspapers. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Comprehension: Answer the following questions in full sentences. 

 

1. What was stolen? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who was it stolen from? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Where was the jewel stolen from? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Who was accused of the robbery? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Who raised the alarm? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Holmes is on the case! 

Holmes decides to investigate without delay. 

Let’s follow his first action: to find out more about the person who lost the goose.  
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Reading: 

As we read, let’s see if Sherlock Holmes was correct in his deductions: 

• Henry Baker is intelligent 

• He was well-off about three years ago 

• His fortunes have declined in the last three years 

• He is an alcoholic 

• His wife does not love him 

• He is unhealthy 

• He has styled hair 

• He doesn’t have gas at home 

 

Task: If you find evidence to support his deductions, highlight or underline it. 

 

“Hum! So much for the police-court,” said Holmes thoughtfully, 

tossing aside the paper. “The question for us now to solve is the 

sequence of events leading from a rifled jewel-case at one end to 

the crop of a goose in Tottenham Court Road at the other. You see, 

Watson, our little deductions have suddenly assumed a much more 

important and less innocent aspect. Here is the stone; the stone 

came from the goose, and the goose came from Mr. Henry Baker, 

the gentleman with the bad hat and all the other characteristics 

with which I have bored you. So now we must set ourselves very 

seriously to finding this gentleman and ascertaining what part he 

has played in this little mystery. To do this, we must try the simplest 

means first, and these lie undoubtedly in an advertisement in all the 

evening papers. If this fail, I shall have recourse to other methods.” 

“What will you say?” 

“Give me a pencil and that slip of paper. Now, then: ‘Found at the 

corner of Goodge Street, a goose and a black felt hat. Mr. Henry 

Baker can have the same by applying at 6.30 this evening at 221B, 

Baker Street.’ That is clear and concise.” 

“Very. But will he see it?” 

 

 

 

rifled – burgled  

 

 

 

ascertaining – 

deciding  

 

recourse – options  

 

 

the same – i.e. the 

goose and hat  

 

Holmes puts an advertisement in the newspaper to try and return the hat to Mr 

Henry Baker. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Well, he is sure to keep an eye on the papers, since, to a poor 

man, the loss was a heavy one. He was clearly so scared by his 

mischance in breaking the window and by the approach of 

Peterson that he thought of nothing but flight, but since then he 

must have bitterly regretted the impulse which caused him to drop 

his bird. Then, again, the introduction of his name will cause him to 

see it, for everyone who knows him will direct his attention to it. Here 

you are, Peterson, run down to the advertising agency and have 

this put in the evening papers.” 

“In which, sir?” 

“Oh, in the Globe, Star, Pall Mall, St. James's, Evening News, 

Standard, Echo, and any others that occur to you.” 

“Very well, sir. And this stone?” 

“Ah, yes, I shall keep the stone. Thank you. And, I say, Peterson, just 

buy a goose on your way back and leave it here with me, for we 

must have one to give to this gentleman in place of the one which 

your family is now devouring.” 

When the commissionaire had gone, Holmes took up the stone and 

held it against the light. “It's a bonny thing,” said he. “Just see how it 

glints and sparkles. Of course it is a nucleus and focus of crime. 

Every good stone is. They are the devil's pet baits. In the larger and 

older jewels every facet may stand for a bloody deed. This stone is 

not yet twenty years old. It was found in the banks of the Amoy 

River in southern China and is remarkable in having every 

characteristic of the carbuncle, save that it is blue in shade instead 

of ruby red. In spite of its youth, it has already a sinister history. There 

have been two murders, a vitriol-throwing, a suicide, and several 

robberies brought about for the sake of this forty-grain weight of 

crystallised charcoal. Who would think that so pretty a toy would be 

a purveyor to the gallows and the prison? I'll lock it up in my strong 

box now and drop a line to the Countess to say that we have it.” 

“Do you think that this man Horner is innocent?” 

“I cannot tell.” 

“Well, then, do you imagine that this other one, Henry Baker, had 

anything to do with the matter?” 

 

 

 

mischance – 

accident  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

devouring – eating 

hungrily  

 

bonny – pretty  

nucleus – core, 

centre  

baits – traps  

 

sinister – dangerous   

vitriol – acid  

purveyor – leader  

gallows – where 

people were 

hanged  

 

The gemstone has a history of crime surrounding it! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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  “It is, I think, much more likely that Henry Baker is an absolutely 

innocent man, who had no idea that the bird which he was 

carrying was of considerably more value than if it were made of 

solid gold. That, however, I shall determine by a very simple test if 

we have an answer to our advertisement.” 

“And you can do nothing until then?” 

“Nothing.” 

“In that case I shall continue my professional round. But I shall come 

back in the evening at the hour you have mentioned, for I should 

like to see the solution of so tangled a business.” 

“Very glad to see you. I dine at seven. There is a woodcock, I 

believe. By the way, in view of recent occurrences, perhaps I ought 

to ask Mrs. Hudson to examine its crop.” 

I had been delayed at a case, and it was a little after half-past six 

when I found myself in Baker Street once more. As I approached 

the house I saw a tall man in a Scotch bonnet with a coat which 

was buttoned up to his chin waiting outside in the bright semicircle 

which was thrown from the fanlight. Just as I arrived the door was 

opened, and we were shown up together to Holmes' room. 

“Mr. Henry Baker, I believe,” said he, rising from his armchair and 

greeting his visitor with the easy air of geniality which he could so 

readily assume. “Pray take this chair by the fire, Mr. Baker. It is a cold 

night, and I observe that your circulation is more adapted for 

summer than for winter. Ah, Watson, you have just come at the right 

time. Is that your hat, Mr. Baker?” 

“Yes, sir, that is undoubtedly my hat.” 

He was a large man with rounded shoulders, a massive head, and 

a broad, intelligent face, sloping down to a pointed beard of 

grizzled brown. A touch of red in nose and cheeks, with a slight 

tremor of his extended hand, recalled Holmes' surmise as to his 

habits. His rusty black frock-coat was buttoned right up in front, with 

the collar turned up, and his lank wrists protruded from his sleeves 

without a sign of cuff or shirt. He spoke in a slow staccato fashion, 

choosing his words with care, and gave the impression generally of 

a man of learning and letters who had had ill-usage at the hands of 

fortune. 

“We have retained these things for some days,” said Holmes, 

“because we expected to see an advertisement from you giving 

your address. I am at a loss to know now why you did not 

advertise.” 

 

 

 

 

determine – work out 

 

 

professional round – 

i.e. visiting patients  

 

 

 

 

 

Scotch bonnet – a 

simple cap  

 

geniality – 

friendliness  

 

 

 

 

A touch of red – signs 

of an alcoholic  

surmise – guess 

 

 

 

retained – kept  

at a loss – i.e. I don’t 

know why 

 

Later that evening, Henry Baker arrives. Was Holmes accurate in his deductions? 

Remember to us the glossary to help you.  



203 
 

  

Our visitor gave a rather shamefaced laugh. “Shillings have not 

been so plentiful with me as they once were,” he remarked. “I had 

no doubt that the gang of roughs who assaulted me had carried 

off both my hat and the bird. I did not care to spend more money 

in a hopeless attempt at recovering them.” 

“Very naturally. By the way, about the bird, we were compelled to 

eat it.” 

“To eat it!” Our visitor half rose from his chair in his excitement. 

“Yes, it would have been of no use to anyone had we not done so. 

But I presume that this other goose upon the sideboard, which is 

about the same weight and perfectly fresh, will answer your 

purpose equally well?” 

“Oh, certainly, certainly,” answered Mr. Baker with a sigh of relief. 

“Of course, we still have the feathers, legs, crop, and so on of your 

own bird, so if you wish—” 

The man burst into a hearty laugh. “They might be useful to me as 

relics of my adventure,” said he, “but beyond that I can hardly see 

what use the disjecta membra of my late acquaintance are going 

to be to me. No, sir, I think that, with your permission, I will confine 

my attentions to the excellent bird which I perceive upon the 

sideboard.” 

Sherlock Holmes glanced sharply across at me with a slight shrug of 

his shoulders. 

“There is your hat, then, and there your bird,” said he. “By the way, 

would it bore you to tell me where you got the other one from? I 

am somewhat of a fowl fancier, and I have seldom seen a better 

grown goose.” 

“Certainly, sir,” said Baker, who had risen and tucked his newly 

gained property under his arm. “There are a few of us who frequent 

the Alpha Inn, near the Museum—we are to be found in the 

Museum itself during the day, you understand. This year our good 

host, Windigate by name, instituted a goose club, by which, on 

consideration of some few pence every week, we were each to 

receive a bird at Christmas.  

 

 

shamefaced – 

embarrassed  

we were compelled 

– we had to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

relics – mementos, 

souvenirs  

disjecta membra – 

i.e. the parts of the 

goose that can’t be 

eaten  

 

 

fowl – bird 

seldom – rarely  

 

frequent – visit 

 

Henry Baker takes his hat and replacement goose. He tells Holmes where he got 

the original goose from. It appears he is indeed innocent! 

Remember to us the glossary to help you.  
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My pence were duly paid, and the rest is familiar to you. I am much 

indebted to you, sir, for a Scotch bonnet is fitted neither to my years 

nor my gravity.” With a comical pomposity of manner he bowed 

solemnly to both of us and strode off upon his way. 

“So much for Mr. Henry Baker,” said Holmes when he had closed 

the door behind him. “It is quite certain that he knows nothing 

whatever about the matter. Are you hungry, Watson?” 

“Not particularly.” 

“Then I suggest that we turn our dinner into a supper and follow up 

this clue while it is still hot.” 

“By all means.” 

 

 

 

pomposity – self-

importance  

solemnly – seriously  

 

Summary: 

In the passage you have just read: 

• Holmes puts an advertisement in the paper for the owner of the hat and 

goose to collect their lost items from 221B Baker Street. 

• Henry Baker sees the advertisement in the newspaper and turns up to 

collect his belongings. 

• Holmes was very accurate in his deductions about the owner of the hat. 

• Henry Baker leaves with his hat and a replacement goose. 

• This proves he is innocent because he was not interested in the original 

goose or its leftovers (he knew nothing about the blue carbuncle!) 

• Henry Baker tells Holmes he got the goose from the Alpha Inn. 

• Holmes and Watson are about to go and investigate the Alpha Inn! 

 

 

Holmes is on the chase! Holmes and Watson are to head to the Alpha Inn to 

investigate. 

Remember to us the glossary to help you.  
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Task: 

You need to find the quotations from his meeting with Henry Baker to show how 

accurate Holmes was. 

• Henry Baker is intelligent 

• He was well-off about three years ago 

• His fortunes have declined in the last three years 

• He is an alcoholic 

• His wife does not love him 

• He is unhealthy 

• He has a styled hair 

• He doesn’t have gas at home 

 

On the next page, fill in the table to complete this task. 

Was Holmes correct? Is he infallible? 
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Vocab:  

 

Main Task: 

Someone who is fallible makes mistakes. 

Someone who is infallible is always right.  

 

Think back to the three stories we have looked at so far.  

Is Holmes infallible? 

 

Make notes for both sides of the argument. For example: 

 

 

 

Yes No 
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Extension Task: 

Someone who is fallible makes mistakes. 

Someone who is infallible is always right.  

 

Using your notes for both sides of the argument, write an answer to the question. 

Is Holmes infallible? 

• Can you include specific references to the stories and his deductions? 

• Can you link your paragraphs? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Exit Quiz: 

Which statements are correct? 

a) James Ryder told the police that John Horner had stolen the blue 

carbuncle. 

b) Henry Baker has been accused of stealing the blue carbuncle. 

c) Holmes's deductions about Henry Baker were accurate.  

d) Holmes knows Henry Baker didn’t steal the carbuncle because he didn’t 

want the crop of the goose. 

e) Holmes and Watson skip dinner to continue their investigation.  

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 19 

Mastery Content: 

• The goose came from a seller in Covent Garden 

• Holmes tricks the goose seller into telling him where he bought the geese from 

• The geese were bred in Brixton 

• Holmes and Watson find James Ryder 

• James Ryder is acting suspiciously 

 

Do Now 

Last lesson, we looked at the words fallible and infallible.  

Is Holmes fallible or infallible? Bullet point your answers. You can argue both sides 

if you wish. 

Infallible:______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

fallible: In A Scandal in Bohemia, Holmes is outwitted by Irene Adler. This is both 

down to his arrogance and Irene’s intelligence and ingenuity.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Does Watson think of Holmes as fallible? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Recap: 

What did we learn about The Blue Carbuncle last lesson? 

• Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson have met Henry Baker, the man that lost 

the goose. 

• Henry Baker didn’t steal the blue carbuncle. 

• Holmes and Watson found out where he got the goose: The Alpha Inn, 

near the British Library. 

 

 

 

Reading: 

 

Let’s join Holmes and Watson as they trace the path the goose took.  

 

As you read, you will answer these questions: 

 

1. Where did The Alpha Pub buy the goose from? 

2. How did Holmes trick the seller to show him where the goose was bred? 

3. Where was the goose bred? 

3. Who did Holmes and Watson meet by chance? 

 

Turn over the page to join Holmes and Watson on their goose hunt! 
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“So much for Mr. Henry Baker,” said Holmes when he had closed 

the door behind him. “It is quite certain that he knows nothing 

whatever about the matter. Are you hungry, Watson?” 

“Not particularly.” 

“Then I suggest that we turn our dinner into a supper and follow up 

this clue while it is still hot.” 

“By all means.” 

It was a bitter night, so we drew on our ulsters and wrapped cravats 

about our throats. Outside, the stars were shining coldly in a 

cloudless sky, and the breath of the passers-by blew out into smoke 

like so many pistol shots. Our footfalls rang out crisply and loudly as 

we swung through the doctors' quarter, Wimpole Street, Harley 

Street, and so through Wigmore Street into Oxford Street. In a 

quarter of an hour we were in Bloomsbury at the Alpha Inn, which is 

a small public-house at the corner of one of the streets which runs 

down into Holborn.  

Holmes pushed open the door of the private bar and ordered two 

glasses of beer from the ruddy-faced, white-aproned landlord. 

“Your beer should be excellent if it is as good as your geese,” said 

he.  

“My geese!” The man seemed surprised. 

“Yes. I was speaking only half an hour ago to Mr. Henry Baker, who 

was a member of your goose club.” 

“Ah! yes, I see. But you see, sir, them's not our geese.” 

“Indeed! Whose, then?” 

“Well, I got the two dozen from a salesman in Covent Garden.” 

“Indeed? I know some of them. Which was it?” 

“Breckinridge is his name.” 

“Ah! I don't know him. Well, here's your good health landlord, and 

prosperity to your house. Good-night.” 

“Now for Mr. Breckinridge,” he continued, buttoning up his coat as 

we came out into the frosty air. “Remember, Watson that though 

we have so homely a thing as a goose at one end of this chain, we 

have at the other a man who will certainly get seven years' penal 

servitude unless we can establish his innocence. It is possible that 

our inquiry may but confirm his guilt; but, in any case, we have a 

line of investigation which has been missed by the police, and 

which a singular chance has placed in our hands. Let us follow it 

out to the bitter end. Faces to the south, then, and quick march!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ulsters – coats  

cravats – scarves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

penal servitude – 

time in prison  

establish - prove 

Holmes and Watson arrive at the Alpha Inn. 
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Quick Comprehension: 

1. Where and who did The Alpha Pub buy the goose from? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Covent Garden is a famous market. It is in central London. 

 

 

Let’s read how Sherlock Holmes finds out about the goose! 
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  We passed across Holborn, down Endell Street, and so through a zigzag 

of slums to Covent Garden Market. One of the largest stalls bore the 

name of Breckinridge upon it, and the proprietor a horsey-looking man, 

with a sharp face and trim side-whiskers was helping a boy to put up the 

shutters. 

“Good-evening. It’s a cold night,” said Holmes. 

The salesman nodded and shot a questioning glance at my 

companion. 

“Sold out of geese, I see,” continued Holmes, pointing at the bare slabs 

of marble. 

“Let you have five hundred to-morrow morning.” 

“That’s no good.” 

“Well, there are some on the stall with the gas-flare.” 

“Ah, but I was recommended to you.” 

“Who by?” 

“The landlord of the Alpha.” 

“Oh, yes; I sent him a couple of dozen.” 

“Fine birds they were, too. Now where did you get them from?” 

To my surprise the question provoked a burst of anger from the 

salesman. 

“Now, then, mister,” said he, with his head cocked and his arms akimbo, 

“what are you driving at? Let’s have it straight, now.” 

“It is straight enough. I should like to know who sold you the geese which 

you supplied to the Alpha.” 

“Well then, I shan’t tell you. So now!” 

“Oh, it is a matter of no importance; but I don’t know why you should 

be so warm over such a trifle.” 

“Warm! You’d be as warm, maybe, if you were as pestered as I am. 

When I pay good money for a good article there should be an end of 

the business; but it’s ‘Where are the geese?’ and ‘Who did you sell the 

geese to?’ and ‘What will you take for the geese?’ One would think 

they were the only geese in the world, to hear the fuss that is made over 

them.” 

“Well, I have no connection with any other people who have been 

making inquiries,” said Holmes carelessly. “If you won’t tell us the bet is 

off, that is all. But I’m always ready to back my opinion on a matter of 

fowls, and I have a fiver on it that the bird I ate is country bred.” 

“Well, then, you’ve lost your fiver, for it’s town bred,” snapped the 

salesman. 

 

proprietor – owner of 

the stall 

 

 

 

 

marble – a hard and 

smooth work surface 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cocked – set to one 

side  

akimbo – spread out 

wide 

 

trifle – small thing  

 

warm – angry 

 

Sherlock Holmes is going to speak to Beckinridge. He is the person that sold the 

geese to The Alpha Inn. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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 “Well, I have no connection with any other people who have been 

making inquiries,” said Holmes carelessly. “If you won’t tell us the bet is 

off, that is all. But I’m always ready to back my opinion on a matter of 

fowls, and I have a fiver on it that the bird I ate is country bred.” 

“Well, then, you’ve lost your fiver, for it’s town bred,” snapped the 

salesman. 

“It’s nothing of the kind.” 

“I say it is.” 

“I don’t believe it.” 

“D’you think you know more about fowls than I, who have handled 

them ever since I was a nipper? I tell you, all those birds that went to the 

Alpha were town bred.” 

“You’ll never persuade me to believe that.” 

“Will you bet, then?” 

“It’s merely taking your money, for I know that I am right. But I’ll have a 

sovereign on with you, just to teach you not to be obstinate.” 

The salesman chuckled grimly. “Bring me the books, Bill,” said he. 

The small boy brought round a small thin volume and a great greasy-

backed one, laying them out together beneath the hanging lamp. 

“Now then, Mr. Cocksure,” said the salesman, “I thought that I was out 

of geese, but before I finish you’ll find that there is still one left in my 

shop. You see this little book?” 

“Well?” 

“That’s the list of the folk from whom I buy. D’you see? Well, then, here 

on this page are the country folk, and the numbers after their names 

are where their accounts are in the big ledger. Now, then! You see this 

other page in red ink? Well, that is a list of my town suppliers. Now, look 

at that third name. Just read it out to me.” 

“Mrs. Oakshott, 117, Brixton Road—249,” read Holmes. 

“Quite so. Now turn that up in the ledger.” 

Holmes turned to the page indicated. “Here you are, ‘Mrs. Oakshott, 

117, Brixton Road, egg and poultry supplier.’ ” 

“Now, then, what’s the last entry?” 

“‘December 22nd. Twenty-four geese at 7s. 6d.’” 

“Quite so. There you are. And underneath?” 

“ ‘Sold to Mr. Windigate of the Alpha, at 12s.’ ” 

 

country bred – i.e. 

raised out of London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nipper – child  

 

 

 

 

 

volume – book 

 

Cocksure – over-

confident 

 

 

 

 

117, Brixton Road – 

the address of the 

farm 

 

Sherlock tricks the landlord into telling him where the goose came from. 
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“What have you to say now?” 

Sherlock Holmes looked deeply chagrined. He drew a sovereign from his 

pocket and threw it down upon the slab, turning away with the air of a 

man whose disgust is too deep for words. A few yards off he stopped 

under a lamp-post and laughed in the hearty, noiseless fashion which 

was peculiar to him. 

“When you see a man with whiskers of that cut and the ‘Pink ’un’ 

protruding out of his pocket, you can always draw him by a bet,” said 

he. “I daresay that if I had put £100 down in front of him, that man 

would not have given me such complete information as was drawn 

from him by the idea that he was doing me on a wager. Well, Watson, 

we are, I fancy, nearing the end of our quest, and the only point which 

remains to be determined is whether we should go on to this Mrs. 

Oakshott to-night, or whether we should reserve it for to-morrow. It is 

clear from what that surly fellow said that there are others besides 

ourselves who are anxious about the matter, and I should—” 

His remarks were suddenly cut short by a loud hubbub which broke out 

from the stall which we had just left. Turning round we saw a little rat-

faced fellow standing in the centre of the circle of yellow light which 

was thrown by the swinging lamp, while Breckinridge, the salesman, 

framed in the door of his stall, was shaking his fists fiercely at the cringing 

figure. 

 

 

chagrined – 

annoyed  

 

‘Pink ‘un’ – A 

magazine that listed 

all the horse races – 

printed on pink 

paper 

wager – bet  

  

 

 

hubbub – argument  

 

Holmes and Watson come across a ‘rat-faced fellow’. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Quick Comprehension: 

1. How did Holmes trick the seller to show him where the goose was bred? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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“I’ve had enough of you and your geese,” he shouted. “I wish you were 

all at the devil together. If you come pestering me any more with your 

silly talk I’ll set the dog at you. You bring Mrs. Oakshott here and I’ll 

answer her, but what have you to do with it? Did I buy the geese off 

you?” 

“No; but one of them was mine all the same,” whined the little man. 

“Well, then, ask Mrs. Oakshott for it.” 

“She told me to ask you.” 

“Well, you can ask the King of Proosia, for all I care. I’ve had enough of 

it. Get out of this!” He rushed fiercely forward, and the inquirer flitted 

away into the darkness. 

“Ha! this may save us a visit to Brixton Road,” whispered Holmes. “Come 

with me, and we will see what is to be made of this fellow.” Striding 

through the scattered knots of people who lounged round the flaring 

stalls, my companion speedily overtook the little man and touched him 

upon the shoulder. He sprang round, and I could see in the gas-light 

that every vestige of colour had been driven from his face. 

“Who are you, then? What do you want?” he asked in a quavering 

voice. 

“You will excuse me,” said Holmes blandly, “but I could not help 

overhearing the questions which you put to the salesman just now. I 

think that I could be of assistance to you.” 

“You? Who are you? How could you know anything of the matter?” 

“My name is Sherlock Holmes. It is my business to know what other 

people don’t know.” 

“But you can know nothing of this?” 

“Excuse me, I know everything of it. You are endeavouring to trace 

some geese which were sold by Mrs. Oakshott, of Brixton Road, to a 

salesman named Breckinridge, by him in turn to Mr. Windigate, of the 

Alpha, and by him to his club, of which Mr. Henry Baker is a member.” 

“Oh, sir, you are the very man whom I have longed to meet,” cried the 

little fellow with outstretched hands and quivering fingers. “I can hardly 

explain to you how interested I am in this matter.” 

 

 

chagrined – 

annoyed  

 

‘Pink ‘un’ – A 

magazine that listed 

all the horse races – 

printed on pink 

paper 

wager – bet  

  

 

 

hubbub – argument  

vestige – trace, bit 

 

quavering – shaky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

endeavouring – 

trying  

 

 

quivering – shaking  

 

The rat-faced fellow wants his goose! 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Sherlock Holmes hailed a four-wheeler which was passing. “In that case 

we had better discuss it in a cosy room rather than in this wind-swept 

market-place,” said he. “But pray tell me, before we go farther, who it is 

that I have the pleasure of assisting.” 

The man hesitated for an instant. “My name is John Robinson,” he 

answered with a sidelong glance. 

“No, no; the real name,” said Holmes sweetly. “It is always awkward 

doing business with an alias.” 

A flush sprang to the white cheeks of the stranger. “Well then,” said he, 

“my real name is James Ryder.” 

“Precisely so. Head attendant at the Hotel Cosmopolitan. Pray step into 

the cab, and I shall soon be able to tell you everything which you would 

wish to know.” 

The little man stood glancing from one to the other of us with half-

frightened, half-hopeful eyes, as one who is not sure whether he is on 

the verge of a windfall or of a catastrophe. Then he stepped into the 

cab, and in half an hour we were back in the sitting-room at Baker 

Street. Nothing had been said during our drive, but the high, thin 

breathing of our new companion, and the claspings and unclaspings of 

his hands, spoke of the nervous tension within him. 

 

 

four-wheeler – a 

horse-drawn cab 

 

 

sidelong glance – a 

suspicious look  

alias – fake name  

 

 

 

 

 

windfall – pay-out 

catastrophe - 

disaster 

Sherlock, Watson and James Ryder are in a horse-drawn cab… 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Quick Comprehension: 

1. Where was the goose bred? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Who did Holmes and Watson meet by chance? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Where has that goose been? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covent Garden market 

Brixton – This is where the geese from The 

Blue Carbuncle came from. 

 

Battersea Park used to 

be a large farming 

area. 

 

Summary: 

• In the passage you have just read: 

• Holmes and Watson arrive at the Alpha Inn 

• Holmes tricks the landlord into telling him where he bought the goose from 

• They find out the goose came from Brixton 

• By chance, they bump into James Ryder, a rat-faced fellow, who is 

desperately looking for his goose! 
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Main Task: 

Holmes overhears another man asking about the geese in Covent Garden. 

He approached the man to find out more about him. 

It is James Ryder.  

 

You need to act like Holmes. 

 

On the following page there are the descriptions of James Ryder from the 

passage we have read today. 

 

• You are going to read through them. 

• You will then have a table with a column of facts about James Ryder.  

• You need to deduce some more information about him.  

• What do these quotations show about his character? 
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James Ryder 

Look at these descriptions of James Ryder. 

What do we learn about him?  

1. His remarks were suddenly cut short by a loud hubbub which broke out from 

the stall which we had just left. Turning round we saw a little rat-faced fellow 

standing in the centre of the circle of yellow light which was thrown by the 

swinging lamp, while Breckinridge, the salesman, framed in the door of his 

stall, was shaking his fists fiercely at the cringing figure. 

2. “No; but one of them was mine all the same,” whined the little man. 

3. “Ha! this may save us a visit to Brixton Road,” whispered Holmes. “Come with 

me, and we will see what is to be made of this fellow.” Striding through the 

scattered knots of people who lounged round the flaring stalls, my 

companion speedily overtook the little man and touched him upon the 

shoulder. He sprang round, and I could see in the gas-light that every vestige 

of colour had been driven from his face.  

4. “Who are you, then? What do you want?” he asked in a quavering voice. 

 

5. “Oh, sir, you are the very man whom I have longed to meet,” cried the little 

fellow with outstretched hands and quivering fingers. “I can hardly explain to 

you how interested I am in this matter.” 

 

6. The man hesitated for an instant. “My name is John Robinson,” he answered 

with a sidelong glance. 

 

7. “No, no; the real name,” said Holmes sweetly. “It is always awkward doing 

business with an alias.” 

 

8. A flush sprang to the white cheeks of the stranger. “Well then,” said he, “my 

real name is James Ryder.” 

9. “Precisely so. Head attendant at the Hotel Cosmopolitan. Pray step into the 

cab, and I shall soon be able to tell you everything which you would wish to 

know.” 

10. The little man stood glancing from one to the other of us with half-frightened, 

half-hopeful eyes, as one who is not sure whether he is on the verge of a 

windfall or of a catastrophe. Then he stepped into the cab, and in half an 

hour we were back in the sitting-room at Baker Street. Nothing had been said 

during our drive, but the high, thin breathing of our new companion, and the 

claspings and unclaspings of his hands, spoke of the nervous tension within 

him.  
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Facts about James Ryder Deductions we can make about James Ryder 

 

‘rat-faced fellow’ 

 

Watson describes the man as ‘rat-faced’. This could 

mean that he looks sneaky. He may also look 

unpleasant. He might not be trustworthy.  

  

 

He has a “quavering  

voice”. 
 

  
 

  

 

He answers “with a  

sidelong glance.” 
 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

“A flush sprang to the white  

cheeks of the stranger.” 
 

  

 

 

 
 

  

He has “half-frightened,  

half-hopeful eyes” 
 

  

 

 

 
 

During the drive, Watson  

notices the “nervous  

tension within him.”  

 

 

Main Task: Complete the final column in your table. 

• You need to deduce some more information about him.  

• What do these quotations show about his character? 
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Extension Task: 

Using your table of deductions about James Ryder, write a paragraph to answer 

this question: 

How does Conan Doyle present James Ryder? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Exit Quiz: 

What does the following quotation suggest to us about James Ryder? 

The man hesitated for an instant. “My name is John Robinson,” he answered with 

a sidelong glance. 

a) James Ryder doesn’t know whether he should trust Holmes. 

b) James Ryder is terrified of Holmes. 

c) James Ryder immediately trusts Holmes. 

d) James Ryder is not trustworthy. 

e) The man is not James Ryder. Holmes has not got the right person.  

 

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 20 

Mastery Content: 

• James Ryder confesses to the crime. 

• He explains how he hid the jewel in a goose and how it was lost. 

• Sherlock Holmes lets him go free. 

 

Do Now 

Explain what happened at each location in The Blue Carbuncle. 

Location What happened 

221b Baker 

Street 

Holmes’s house; where he learns about the case 

 

Tottenham Court 

Road 

Where Henry Baker dropped his goose 

 

The Hotel 

Cosmopolitan 

 

 

The Alpha  

 

Covent Garden 

Market 

 

 

117 Brixton Road  

 

 

Extension: Why do you think Arthur Conan Doyle wanted to use real locations 

that people knew? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: 

Sherlock Holmes has traced the goose that hid the blue carbuncle through 

London. 

As you read, you will have to answer these questions: 

1. Who helped John Ryder cover up the crime? 

2. How did the blue carbuncle get inside the goose? 

3. How did James Ryder lose the goose with the jewel in it? 

4. What does Sherlock Holmes do with James Ryder? Why? 

 

The little man stood glancing from one to the other of us with half-

frightened, half-hopeful eyes, as one who is not sure whether he is on 

the verge of a windfall or of a catastrophe. Then he stepped into the 

cab, and in half an hour we were back in the sitting-room at Baker 

Street. Nothing had been said during our drive, but the high, thin 

breathing of our new companion, and the claspings and unclaspings of 

his hands, spoke of the nervous tension within him. 

“Here we are!” said Holmes cheerily as we filed into the room. “The fire 

looks very seasonable in this weather. You look cold, Mr. Ryder. Pray 

take the basket-chair. I will just put on my slippers before we settle this 

little matter of yours. Now, then! You want to know what became of 

those geese?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“Or rather, I fancy, of that goose. It was one bird, I imagine in which you 

were interested—white, with a black bar across the tail.” 

Ryder quivered with emotion. “Oh, sir,” he cried, “can you tell me where 

it went to?” 

“It came here.” 

“Here?” 

“Yes, and a most remarkable bird it proved. I don’t wonder that you 

should take an interest in it. It laid an egg after it was dead—the 

bonniest, brightest little blue egg that ever was seen. I have it here in my 

museum.” 

Our visitor staggered to his feet and clutched the mantelpiece with his 

right hand. Holmes unlocked his strong-box and held up the blue 

carbuncle, which shone out like a star, with a cold, brilliant, many-

pointed radiance. Ryder stood glaring with a drawn face, uncertain 

whether to claim or to disown it. 

 

 

windfall – payout  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bonniest – prettiest  

 

Holmes, Watson and Ryder are at Baker street, discussing the goose’s journey. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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  Ryder passed his tongue over his parched lips. “I will tell you it just as it 

happened, sir,” said he. “When Horner had been arrested, it seemed to 

me that it would be best for me to get away with the stone at once, for I 

did not know at what moment the police might not take it into their 

heads to search me and my room. There was no place about the hotel 

where it would be safe. I went out, as if on some commission, and I 

made for my sister’s house. She had married a man named Oakshott, 

and lived in Brixton Road, where she fattened fowls for the market. All 

the way there every man I met seemed to me to be a policeman or a 

detective; and, for all that it was a cold night, the sweat was pouring 

down my face before I came to the Brixton Road. My sister asked me 

what was the matter, and why I was so pale; but I told her that I had 

been upset by the jewel robbery at the hotel. Then I went into the back 

yard and smoked a pipe and wondered what it would be best to do. 

“I had a friend once called Maudsley, who went to the bad, and has just 

been serving his time in Pentonville. One day he had met me, and fell 

into talk about the ways of thieves, and how they could get rid of what 

they stole. I knew that he would be true to me, for I knew one or two 

things about him; so I made up my mind to go right on to Kilburn, where 

he lived, and take him into my confidence. He would show me how to 

turn the stone into money. But how to get to him in safety? I thought of 

the agonies I had gone through in coming from the hotel. I might at any 

moment be seized and searched, and there would be the stone in my 

waistcoat pocket. I was leaning against the wall at the time and looking 

at the geese which were waddling about round my feet, and suddenly 

an idea came into my head which showed me how I could beat the 

best detective that ever lived. 

“My sister had told me some weeks before that I might have the pick of 

her geese for a Christmas present, and I knew that she was always as 

good as her word. I would take my goose now, and in it I would carry 

my stone to Kilburn. There was a little shed in the yard, and behind this I 

drove one of the birds—a fine big one, white, with a barred tail. I 

caught it, and prying its bill open, I thrust the stone down its throat as far 

as my finger could reach. The bird gave a gulp, and I felt the stone pass 

along its gullet and down into its crop. But the creature flapped and 

struggled, and out came my sister to know what was the matter. As I 

turned to speak to her the brute broke loose and fluttered off among 

the others. 

“ ‘Whatever were you doing with that bird, Jem?’ says she. 

“ ‘Well,’ said I, ‘you said you’d give me one for Christmas, and I was 

feeling which was the fattest.’ 

“ ‘Oh,’ says she, ‘we’ve set yours aside for you—Jem’s bird, we call it. It’s 

the big white one over yonder. There’s twenty-six of them, which makes 

one for you, and one for us, and two dozen for the market.’ 

 

parched – dry, 

cracked  

 

 

commission – 

errand, job 

 

 

 

Went to the bad – 

became a criminal  

Pentonville – a 

famous prison 

take him into my 

confidence – tell him 

my secret  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gullet – throat 

Crop – digestive 

tract 

 

Ryder tells Holmes how he went to his sisters and hid the stolen carbuncle in a goose! 
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Quick Comprehension: 

1. Who helped John Ryder cover up the crime? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How did the blue carbuncle get inside the goose? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

“ ‘Thank you, Maggie,’ says I; ‘but if it is all the same to you, I’d rather 

have that one I was handling just now.’ 

“ ‘The other is a good three pound heavier,’ said she, ‘and we fattened 

it expressly for you.’ 

“ ‘Never mind. I’ll have the other, and I’ll take it now,’ said I. 

“ ‘Oh, just as you like,’ said she, a little huffed. ‘Which is it you want, 

then?’ 

“ ‘That white one with the barred tail, right in the middle of the flock.’ 

“ ‘Oh, very well. Kill it and take it with you.’ 

 

 

 

three pound – about 

1.5kg 

 

Holmes, Watson and Ryder are at Baker street, discussing the goose’s journey. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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“Well, I did what she said, Mr. Holmes, and I carried the bird all the way 

to Kilburn. I told my pal what I had done, for he was a man that it was 

easy to tell a thing like that to. He laughed until he choked, and we got 

a knife and opened the goose. My heart turned to water, for there was 

no sign of the stone, and I knew that some terrible mistake had 

occurred. I left the bird, rushed back to my sister’s, and hurried into the 

back yard. There was not a bird to be seen there. 

“ ‘Where are they all, Maggie?’ I cried. 

“ ‘Gone to the dealer’s, Jem.’ 

“ ‘Which dealer’s?’ 

“ ‘Breckinridge, of Covent Garden.’ 

“ ‘But was there another with a barred tail?’ I asked, ‘the same as the 

one I chose?’ 

“ ‘Yes, Jem; there were two barred-tailed ones, and I could never tell 

them apart.’ 

“Well, then, of course I saw it all, and I ran off as hard as my feet would 

carry me to this man Breckinridge; but he had sold the lot at once, and 

not one word would he tell me as to where they had gone. You heard 

him yourselves to-night. Well, he has always answered me like that. My 

sister thinks that I am going mad. Sometimes I think that I am myself. And 

now—and now I am myself a branded thief, without ever having 

touched the wealth for which I sold my character. God help me! God 

help me!” He burst into convulsive sobbing, with his face buried in his 

hands. 

There was a long silence, broken only by his heavy breathing and by the 

measured tapping of Sherlock Holmes’ finger-tips upon the edge of the 

table. Then my friend rose and threw open the door. 

“Get out!” said he. 

“What, sir! Oh, Heaven bless you!” 

“No more words. Get out!” 

And no more words were needed. There was a rush, a clatter upon the 

stairs, the bang of a door, and the crisp rattle of running footfalls from 

the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

convulsive – heavy  

 

Holmes, Watson and Ryder are at Baker street, discussing the goose’s journey. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Quick Comprehension: How did James Ryder lose the goose with the jewel in it? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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“After all, Watson,” said Holmes, reaching up his hand for his clay pipe, 

“I am not retained by the police to supply their deficiencies. If Horner 

were in danger it would be another thing; but this fellow will not appear 

against him, and the case must collapse. I suppose that I am 

commuting a felony, but it is just possible that I am saving a soul. This 

fellow will not go wrong again; he is too terribly frightened. Send him to 

gaol now, and you make him a gaol-bird for life. Besides, it is the season 

of forgiveness. Chance has put in our way a most singular and 

whimsical problem, and its solution is its own reward. If you will have the 

goodness to touch the bell, Doctor, we will begin another investigation, 

in which, also a bird will be the chief feature.”  

 

 

 

retained – paid  

deficiencies – 

weaknesses  

commuting – 

committing  

felony – crime  

gaol – jail 

goal-bird – criminal  

whimsical – unusual, 

silly,  

 

Quick Comprehension:  

What does Sherlock Holmes do with James Ryder? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why does Sherlock do this? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Review: 

• Catherine Cusack, the countess’s maid, helped James Ryder to steal the 

blue carbuncle.  

• James Ryder’s sister owned a goose farm. She said that she would give him a 

goose for Christmas. James Ryder hid the jewel in the goose. 

• There were two geese that looked the same. James Ryder picked up the 

wrong goose.  

• Sherlock Holmes lets James Ryder go. 

• Sherlock Holmes lets James Ryder go because it is Christmas and he thinks 

that Ryder has learned his lesson. 

  

 

 

Task: 

Sherlock Holmes lets James Ryder go. 

• It is Christmas which is the season of forgiveness. 

• Holmes also thinks that James Ryder has learned his lesson. He will not 

commit a crime again. 

Think about the following questions: 

1. Do you agree with what Holmes did?  

2. Do you think he did the right thing? 

3. Why should Holmes have handed James Ryder into the police? 

4. Why should Holmes have let Ryder go? 

 

At the end of this lesson, need to write an answer to this question: 

Should Sherlock Holmes have let James Ryder go free? 

First, we will look at the reasons for and against Sherlock letting James Ryder go 

free. 
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Task: 

Complete the table below with the reasons for and against Sherlock letting James 

Ryder go free. 

Reasons Holmes should let James 

Ryder go 

Reasons Holmes should hand James 

Ryder over to the police 

Henry Baker seems extremely sorry for 

what he did.  

 

Sherlock Holmes can’t be sure Baker 

won’t steal again. 
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Main Task: 

Using your completed table, you now need to write an answer to this question: 

Should Sherlock Holmes have let James Ryder go free? 

You should write about both sides of the argument and the come to a conclusion. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Main Task: 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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Sherlock Holmes 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

   

  

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T5 

Score 

___ 

/10 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question.  
 

1) Which statements about the theft of the blue carbuncle are correct? (2) 

a) The blue carbuncle was stolen from a goose-seller in Covent Garden. 

b) The blue carbuncle was stolen from a pub near the British Library. 

c) £1000 was offered as a reward for the return of the jewel. 

d) John Horner, a plumber, was accused of the theft. 

e) The owner of the hat was definitely the thief because the jewel was found in 

the goose that he dropped. 
 

2) How did Sherlock Holmes get the goose-seller in Covent Garden to tell him where 

he got his geese from? (2) 

a) Holmes offers to pay for information about where the geese came from. 

b) Holmes asks politely where the geese came from.  

c) Holmes overhears the goose-seller talking to someone else about where the 

geese came from.  

d) Holmes sees a horse racing magazine in the goose-seller’s pocket. Holmes 

knows that the goose-seller will take a bet. 

e) The goose-seller wants to win a bet so he shows Holmes that the geese came 

from a farm in Brixton.  
 

3) Sherlock Holmes let James Ryder go at the end of The Blue Carbuncle. What does 

this tell us about Sherlock Holmes? (2) 

a) Sherlock Holmes does not care about crime and punishment. 

b) He is compassionate. 

c) He is weak. 

d) He can be forgiving. 

e) He thinks that James Ryder was innocent.  

 

 

 

4) Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson, a police officer and the bank manager try to catch 

the thieves in The Red-Headed League. Which of the following statements are true 

about the robbery? (3) 

a) One of the thieves gets away and escapes. 

b) The group waited in the vault to catch the thieves for about an hour and 

fifteen minutes. 

c) Jabez Wilson is the man with the red hair who was with John Clay. 

d) Sherlock Holmes is fast and strong when he disarms John Clay. 

e) John Clay demands to be treated with respect as he has royal relatives. 
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5) Which quotation would best support this topic sentence? (1) 

In ‘The Red-Headed League’, Holmes shows us how he uses observations to make 

deductions about people. 

a) ‘He was, I take it, the most perfect reasoning and observing machine that the 

world has seen.’ 

b) “His knees were what I wished to see. You must yourself have remarked how 

worn, wrinkled, and stained they were. They spoke of those hours of 

burrowing.” 

c)  “You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear.” 

d) ‘The light flashed upon the barrel of a revolver, but Holmes’ hunting crop 

came down on the man’s wrist.’ 

e)  “And I have some business to do which will take some hours. This business at 

Coburg Square is serious.” 

 

 

 

6) Which of the following are correct? (3) 

a) Watson admires Holmes. 

b) Watson respects Holmes. 

c) Watson is jealous of Holmes. 

d) Watson enjoys listening to Holmes explain his deductions. 

e) Watson works for Holmes. 

 

7) Which of the following are correct? (3) 

a) Holmes is infallible. 

b) Holmes is fallible. 

c) Someone who is fallible is always right. 

d) Someone who is fallible makes mistakes. 

e) Irene Adler proves that Holmes is fallible. 

 

 

 

8) In The Red-Headed League, Dr. Watson says that Sherlock Holmes has a ‘dual 

nature’. What sides of Holmes’s ‘dual nature’ is Watson talking about in this story? 

(1)  

a) Holmes is a good fighter but also a good friend.  

b) Holmes is a good detective but he would also make an unstoppable villain.  

c) Holmes wants justice but he can also be forgiving.   

d) Holmes plays the violin but he also likes listening to music.   

e) Holmes can be determined and active but he can also be quiet and 

introspective.   

 



237 
 

 

 

 

 

9) Which of the following are correct about the quotation? (1) 

“Grit in a sensitive instrument, or a crack in one of his own high-power 

lenses, would not be more disturbing than a strong emotion in a nature such 

as his.” 

a) Sherlock Holmes is the tenor in this metaphor. 

b) Sherlock Holmes is the vehicle in this metaphor. 

c) Sherlock Holmes is the ground in this metaphor. 

d) This is literal language. 

e) This metaphor compares Holmes to an emotion. 

10) Which of the following are correct? (2) 

a) The Victorian era was from 1800 – 1937. 

b) The Victorian era was 400 years ago. 

c) The Victorian era is before the Elizabethan era. 

d) Charles Dickens wrote during the Victorian era. 

e) Sherlock Holmes is set during the Victorian era.  
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 21 

Mastery Content: 

• There will be an unseen extract in the assessment. 

• Students need to refer to other stories in the assessment. 

• A good paragraph clearly refers to the story and uses a quotation. 

 

Do Now 

Sherlock Holmes was trying to retrieve a photograph from Irene Adler in A 

Scandal in Bohemia. 

How would you describe Irene Adler? 

Think about: 

• Her appearance 

• Her intelligence 

• How she outwits Holmes 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How would Sherlock Holmes describe her? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Preparing for your assessment: 

You are going to write an essay on the three Sherlock Holmes stories we have 

read in class: 

• A Scandal in Bohemia 

• The Red-Headed League 

• The Blue Carbuncle 

 

You will be given a short extract. You must refer to the extract. 

You will also need to refer to the stories we have read. You will need to choose 

which parts of these stories you want to discuss. 

 

To help you prepare, we are going to look at a practice question on Irene Adler.  

 

 

We are going to practice preparing and writing an assessment style response. 

Here is an extract from A Scandal in Bohemia.  

In this extract, Sherlock Holmes asks the King of Bohemia who is blackmailing him. 

The King of Bohemia describes Irene Adler. 

 

“And Irene Adler?” 

“Threatens to send them the photograph. And she will do it. I know that she will do 

it. You do not know her, but she has a soul of steel. She has the face of the most 

beautiful of women, and the mind of the most resolute of men. Rather than I 

should marry another woman, there are no lengths to which she would not go—

none.” 

 

Here is your question: 

What kind of character is Irene Adler? 

You must refer to this extract, and to two other extracts from A Scandal in 

Bohemia.  

 

 



240 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a student’s response to this question. Each paragraph has been numbered. 

1 

Irene Adler is Sherlock Holmes’s main enemy in A Scandal in Bohemia. 

She is an excellent character, and is the only person to have beaten Sherlock 

Holmes in all of his adventures. Her beauty, cleverness and daring all make 

her an exciting character. Even though she defeats Holmes, we still like reading 

about her.  

2 

In the quotation, we are told how brave and determined Adler can be. She 

even impresses the King of Bohemia, who describes her ‘soul of steel’. This 

metaphor tells us how tough Adler can be. She is completely unbreakable – 

nothing can stop her. The King of Bohemia is a very impressive and 

intimidating person – he is 6 foot 6 inches tall, and look like he is as strong as 

Hercules. If this man is impressed by Adler, then we should be too. The fact that 

she has a ‘soul of steel’ may tell us that Adler is just as tough as the King of 

Bohemia, who is strong physically. This first description hints at how powerful 

she is. Sherlock Holmes did not understand just how clever Adler could be.  

3 

We see how daring Irene Adler is later in the story when she follows 

Holmes and Watson to Baker Street. She dresses in an ulster coat, and even 

has the nerve to say, “Good-night, Mister Sherlock Holmes” as she walks by. 

This would have been a very dangerous thing for her to do. If Sherlock Holmes 

had recognised her, he would have known that his disguise had been worked out 

and he would have tried to get the photograph back that night. But Irene Adler 

shows how brave and tenacious she is by dressing up and finding out more 

about Holmes. She is actually more successful than Holmes because no one 

works out her disguise. Irene Adler was able to figure out that Sherlock Holmes 

was the vicar who was let into her house. This makes Irene Adler an even more 

impressive character in two ways. Firstly, she is able to see through Holmes’s 

disguise. Even Dr Watson, Holmes’s friend, ‘had to look three times’ to work 

out if Holmes was wearing a disguise. Irene Adler is able to see through it, and 

she has never met him before. Also, the reader already knows how clever and 

smart Sherlock Holmes is from his deductions earlier in the story. If Irene 

Task: 

What kind of character is Irene Adler? 

Let’s look at a student’s response to this question. They have done some things 

really well. There are some things they can improve on.  

 

Read the essay. 

As you read the essay, write down: 

• three things the student did well 

• three things they could do to improve.  
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Adler is able to outsmart even Sherlock Holmes, we know that she must be an 

incredibly powerful woman.  

4 

He knows that she is and this is why he respects her. He only refers to her 

as ‘the woman’. This shows that he respects her. She is the ‘one’ woman to him. 

He loves her. This makes her more interesting because Holmes had not loved 

anyone else – he is a bachelor. But because Holmes fell in love with Irene Adler 

we know that she is a special character, one that we should remember. The fact 

that she was the only person to outsmart Holmes also shows us that we should 

think of her as ‘the woman’, even though she didn’t love Holmes back when she 

married Godfrey Norton.  

5 

Irene Adler is a fascinating character. By looking at what she does and 

how other people describe her, we see that she is a formidable woman. She is the 

only person to have outsmarted the great detective Sherlock Holmes, and 

because of that she is a memorable person. She’s not just the most interesting 

woman Sherlock meets, but quite possible the most fascinating person he 

encounters.  

 

 

 

 

  

Task: 

Write down three things the student did well 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Write down three things they could do to improve.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



242 
 

 

  Review: 

Did you find any of the following? 

What did the student do well? 

✓ The introduction is brief and informs us what the essay will be about. 

✓ Each paragraph deals with one part of Irene Adler’s personality. 

✓ The extract is discussed. 

✓ Other quotations are chosen from the rest of the story. 

✓ Writing is completely accurate. In parts it is simple but there are no 

mistakes. 

✓ The conclusion sums up Irene Adler and adds an interesting thought. 

✓ Good words are used to describe Irene Adler and Holmes (‘formidable’, 

‘bachelor’). 

Areas to improve:  

➢ Some of the paragraphs are a little too long and go off topic a bit. 

➢ The start of the fourth paragraph is unclear. We don’t know what it is about. 

➢ The fourth paragraph is incorrect. Sherlock Holmes does not fall in love with 

Irene Adler. 

➢ Some words are repeated a little bit too often – ‘interesting’, ‘respects’. 

➢ If the student had more time, they could have written more about the 

provided extract.  

 

Main Task: 

You are going to take the fourth paragraph and re-write it.  

Improve what is there. Think about the areas for improvement we have already 

discussed. 

 

Paragraph 4: 

He knows that she is and this is why he respects her. He only refers to her as ‘the 

woman’. This shows that he respects her. She is the ‘one’ woman to him. He loves 

her. This makes her more interesting because Holmes had not loved anyone else 

– he is a bachelor. But because Holmes fell in love with Irene Adler we know that 

she is a special character, one that we should remember. The fact that she was 

the only person to outsmart Holmes also shows us that we should think of her as 

‘the woman’, even though she didn’t love Holmes back when she married 

Godfrey Norton.  
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  Main Task: 

You are going to take the fourth paragraph and re-write it.  

Improve what is there.  

➢ The start of the fourth paragraph is unclear. We don’t know what it is 

about. 

➢ The fourth paragraph is incorrect. Sherlock Holmes does not fall in love with 

Irene Adler. 

These corrections need to be made in your own paragraph. 

 

 

 

You have been writing great paragraphs for over a year now! This guide will help 

you to keep focused.  

Before you begin writing, re-read paragraph 3. The student has written a good 

paragraph using this structure here. 

 

Turn over to begin writing your answer. 
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  Main Task: 

Redraft paragraph 4 on Irene Adler using this structure.  

You can use the extract from the practice question to find a quotation. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 
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  Main Task: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

 



246 
 

 

  

Review: 

Let’s go through your paragraph step by step and make sure you have included 

everything you need. 

 

 

You can do the first bullet points really quickly! The explanation is where you are 

going to impress your reader. 

 

 

 

 

Now that you have read an example with a clear explanation, do you want to 

add anything to your own work? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Exit Quiz: 

What analysis best matches this topic sentence and quotation? 

Irene Adler has ‘the face of the most beautiful of women’, which may lead 

Sherlock Holmes to underestimate her intelligence. 

a) Beautiful women cannot be clever. 

b) Holmes doesn’t believe that any woman – especially a beautiful one – 

could outsmart him. 

c) Irene Adler uses her beauty to fool Holmes and make him do what she 

wants. 

d) Holmes is not that interested in Irene Adler. 

e) Holmes falls in love with Irene Adler because of her beautiful appearance. 

 

 

Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 
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Sherlock Holmes – Lesson 22 

Mastery Content: 

• The assessment will be on Sherlock Holmes. 

• An introduction briefly summaries the main points that will be made in an essay. 

• A conclusion reiterates the main points that were made in the essay with some 

additional comments. 

• Topic sentences can add cohesion to an essay. 

 

Do Now 

How would you describe Sherlock Holmes? 

Think about his appearance, his behaviour and his personality. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How would Dr. Watson describe him? Irene Adler? John Clay? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Assessment Preparation: 

You are going to write an essay on the three Sherlock Holmes stories we have 

read in class: 

• A Scandal in Bohemia 

• The Red-Headed League 

• The Blue Carbuncle 

You will be given a short extract. You must refer to the extract. 

You will also need to refer to the stories we have read. You will need to choose 

which parts of these stories you want to discuss. 

Today we will look at the assessment question. You can start thinking about the 

quotations you want to use but remember that there will also be an unseen 

extract.  

Let’s look at the assessment question. It will look like below: 
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  Task: 

Look back at the ideas you came up with for the Do Now activity: How would 

you describe Sherlock Holmes? Here are some ideas –  

 

 

Which of these do you think are the most important?  

Circle four or five of these options. 

 

The characteristics you think are most important would be good to include in 

your introduction.  

You can briefly list these features of Sherlock Holmes, and explain how and why 

they make him such an interesting character. 

 

 

Turn over the page to continue developing ideas for your introduction. 
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  Task: 

The characteristics you think are most important would be good to include in 

your introduction.  

You can briefly list these features of Sherlock Holmes, and explain how and why 

they make him such an interesting character. 

 

Here is a student’s introduction about Irene Adler. 

 

 

Try to imitate this paragraph.  

Write your own introduction to the following question: 

What kind of character is Sherlock Holmes? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Task: (Extra space) 

Write your own introduction to the following question: 

What kind of character is Sherlock Holmes? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

 

 

Task: Finding quotations to support your points about Sherlock. 

• Look through your work from the past term. Look for quotations which have 

shown you something interesting about Sherlock Holmes. 

• Use the planning sheet to make a note of all these quotations. 

 

Turn over to fill in your planning sheet. 
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Sherlock Holmes Assessment: Planning Sheet 
• You will ONLY be allowed to take notes from this sheet into the assessment. 

• You will be allowed to have a copy of the book with you in the assessment. 

Here is the assessment question: 

Here is an extract from a Sherlock Holmes story we have studied. 

 

 

You will be given an extract from one of the stories here. 

 

 

Here is your question: 

What kind of character is Sherlock Holmes? 
You must refer to this extract and to at least one different Sherlock Holmes story 

we have studied in class.  

Remember: you will also be given an extract in the exam.  

You must refer to the extract in the exam.  

 

Part of Holmes to write about:  

Story / Stories this is shown in:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  

 

 

 

Part of Holmes to write about:  

Story / Stories this is shown in:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  
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What kind of character is Sherlock Holmes? 
 

Part of Holmes to write about:  

Story / Stories this is shown in:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  

 

 

 

Part of Holmes to write about:  

Story / Stories this is shown in:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  

 

 

 

Part of Holmes to write about:  

Story / Stories this is shown in:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  
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  Task: 

The conclusion is very similar to the introduction.  

You need to remind the reader of all of the important points you have made 

throughout your essay. 

You can also try to summarise all of your points into a short, accurate description.  

 

Look at the conclusion to the Irene Adler essay. 

This is a good example of a conclusion. 

 

 

Task: You are going to practise writing the conclusion to your essay. 

It doesn’t matter that you haven’t written the essay yet. You can use your 

introduction and the quotations you found to help you come up with ideas.  

 

 

Turn over to write your conclusion. 



256 
 

  Task: Write the conclusion to your essay. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

 

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Holmes 

 

 

 

 



257 
 

 

Linking paragraphs: 
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Summary: 

 

 

Exit Quiz: 

Which of the following are correct? 

a) The assessment will be on Irene Adler. 

b) An introduction briefly summaries the main points that will be made in an 

essay. 

c) A conclusion makes new points. 

d) Topic sentences help link paragraphs. 

e) Topic sentences are explanations. 

 

Extension: Correct the incorrect statements. 
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Mastery Quiz Reteach Sheets 

Over the next few pages you will find the reteach sheets for each fortnightly Mastery 

quiz.  

Once you have completed and marked a quiz, check these sheets to improve your 

knowledge and understanding of the Sherlock unit. 

Complete the tasks for any questions that you got incorrect. 

 

Sherlock Holmes Fortnightly Quiz 1: re-teach 

If you got question 3 incorrect, read this transcript from the Arthur 

Conan Doyle video and attempt the question again. 
 

Arthur Conan Doyle: “The Sherlock Holmes stories came about in this way: I was 

quite a young doctor at the time and I’d had a scientific training and I used to 

occasionally read detective stories. It often annoyed me that the detective got 

his results by luck or chance or that his methods went unexplained. I began to 

think of turning scientific methods onto the work of detection” 

 

Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) Sherlock Holmes is a real person. 

b) Dr. Watson is the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories. 

c) Arthur Conan Doyle is the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories.  

d) Dr. Watson is a real person. 

e) Arthur Conan Doyle was a doctor. 

 

 
If you got question 4 incorrect, re-read this definition and the 

examples. Then attempt the question again. 

 

A deduction is the process of reaching a decision by looking at the facts that 

are known. For example, detectives can make deductions by examining clues. 

A detective can deduce who committed the crime by looking at the all 

evidence. 

 
Which sentences use the word deduction correctly? (3) 

f) The criminal was a deduction.  

g) When I saw his muddy shoes, I made the deduction that he had been 

playing football. 

h) After she looked at all the clues, she was able to make a deduction about 

who committed the crime. 

i) The teacher deductioned that the class would be late. 

j) The deductions seemed so obvious after they had been explained.  
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Sherlock Holmes Fortnightly Quiz 2: re-teach 

If you got question 1 incorrect, reread this definition and 

attempt the question again. 
 

A scandal is something that shocks people because they think it is morally 

wrong. 

 

Which of the following are examples of a scandal? (3) 

f) A Premier League manager makes all of his players take performance 

enhancing drugs. 

g) A teacher offers her class free extra lessons at the weekend to help them 

prepare for an exam. 

h) The married king of a powerful country has a secret affair with a singer. 

i) A popular vegetarian restaurant is found out to use pork gelatine in its 

desserts. 

j) A famous athlete gets married to a politician.  

 

 

If you got question 3 incorrect, re-read this definition and 

explanation. Then attempt the question again. 

 
A metaphor is a way of describing something. It is not a literal description. You 

compare it to something it is not.  

 

In the metaphor “she has a soul of steel”, the tenor is Irene Adler’s personality. It 

is being compared to steel, a strong metal.  

 
The King of Bohemia describes Irene Adler like this: 

“I know that she will do it. You do not know her, but she has a soul of steel.” 

What does this quotation tell us about Irene Adler? (2) 

k) Irene Adler can be determined. 

l) Irene Adler gives up easily. 

m) Irene Adler cannot be intimidated.  

n) Irene Adler does not have any emotions. 

o) This quotation uses a metaphor. 

 

 

If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

What has Sherlock Holmes learned from his encounter with Irene 

Adler?  
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Sherlock Holmes Fortnightly Quiz 3: re-teach 

If you got question 7 incorrect, re-read this passage and explain 

what the words ‘tenor’ and ‘vehicle’ mean in full sentences 
 

The two parts of a metaphor have proper names that we can 

use.  

PART ONE: The thing you want to try and describe to your 

audience.  

This is called the TENOR.  

PART TWO: The imaginative idea you compare it with to help 

your audience understand it. This is the ‘made up’ bit.  

This is called the VEHICLE.  

For example, take a look at the metaphor below: 

 

 
  

 
If you got question 8 incorrect, re-read this model paragraph 

and attempt the question again 
 

Why does Sherlock Holmes refer to Irene Adler as ‘the 

woman’? 
Irene Adler teases the great detective, Sherlock Holmes. After following him 

back to Baker Street, Adler has the tenacity to say, “Good-night, Mister Sherlock 

Holmes” as Holmes and Watson arrive home. This is an incredibly confident and 

brave thing to do. Once she is sure that Holmes had used a disguise to find out 

where the photograph was, Adler goes and taunts him by using a more 

convincing disguise. Holmes wasn’t able to deduce that the person in the coat 

was the person he wanted to fool – Irene Adler. 

               It is this tenacity and bravery that makes Holmes respect Irene Adler so 

much. He admires the fact that Adler had the strength of character to … 
 8) Which of the following are correct about topic sentences? (1) 

a)  A topic sentence should divide a paragraph. 

b) A topic sentence introduces your quotation. 

c) A topic sentence should say how what you are about to say is the same as 

your previous paragraph, 

d) A topic sentence should say how what you are about to say is different to 

your previous paragraph. 

e) A topic sentence is a paragraph. 

 

The fog comes on little cat feet.  

Tenor Vehicle 
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If you got question 10 incorrect, re-read the definition of the 

word introspection and circle the correct image 
 

Introspection is the examining of your own thoughts, ideas, and 

feelings. 
  

Which person is having a moment of introspection? 

  

 
If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question:  

What aspects of the Sherlock Holmes stories do you think would 

appeal to Victorian readers of The Strand?   
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Sherlock Holmes Fortnightly Quiz 4: re-teach 

If you got question 5 incorrect, reread this explanation and 

attempt the question again. 
 

When you explain what a quotation shows about a character, your answer must 

precisely say what the words and ideas in that quotation show. 

 

 This is a quotation from The Red-Headed League.  

 

“Let me see,” said Holmes, standing at the corner and glancing along the line, “I 

should like just to remember the order of the houses here. It is a hobby of mine 

to have an exact knowledge of London.”  

 

How does this show that Holmes is a good detective? (1)  

a) Holmes is very strong.   

b) Holmes is able to make deductions about people from the small details he 

sees.  

c) Holmes is introspective and is able to think deeply about a problem.  

d) Holmes has a fantastic memory and is able to remember useful information 

when it is needed.  

e) Holmes is very determined. When he is working on a case, he doesn’t stop 

until he has solved the crime.   

 

 
If you got question 6 incorrect, re-read this explanation and 

attempt the question again. 

 
Dr. Watson describes Holmes in great detail. Watson talks about Holmes's ‘dual 

nature’.  

This means that there are two sides to Sherlock Holmes: 

• The quiet, introspective, thoughtful side 

• The manic, energetic, detecting side. 

 

In The Red-Headed League, Dr. Watson says that Sherlock Holmes has a ‘dual 

nature’. What sides of Holmes’s ‘dual nature’ is Watson talking about in this story? 

(1)  

 

f) Holmes is a good fighter but also a good friend.  

g) Holmes is a good detective but he would also make an unstoppable 

villain.  

h) Holmes wants justice but he can also be forgiving.   

i) Holmes plays the violin but he also likes listening to music.   

j) Holmes can be determined and active but he can also be quiet and 

introspective.   

 

 
If you got question 9 incorrect, re-read this information about 

Victorian Christmas and attempt the question again. 
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Boxing Day earned its name as the day servants and working people opened 

the boxes in which they had collected gifts of money from their wealthy 

employers.  

 

The growth of factories introduced mass production, which meant games, dolls, 

books and clockwork toys could be made at a more affordable price. But these 

toys were still too expensive for poorer families. A poor child would find an 

apple, an orange and a few nuts in their Christmas stocking.  

 

Chicken and turkey were too expensive for most people to enjoy. In northern 

England, roast beef was the traditional Christmas dinner. In London and the 

south, goose was most people’s Christmas dinner of choice. Even poorer families 

managed to afford a goose. 

 

 

Which would poor people be likely to have at Christmas in Victorian London? (3) 

f) A roast goose 

g) Presents like toys and dolls 

h) Presents like fruit and nuts 

i) A day off over the Christmas holidays 

j) Two weeks’ holiday from work 

  

 
 

If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

What aspects of Christmas today would a Victorian child 

recognise?  
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Sherlock Holmes Fortnightly Quiz 5: re-teach 

If you got question 6 incorrect, reread these four quotations and 

attempt the question again. 
 

 These quotations are from The Red-Headed League. Watson is speaking to 

Holmes about his deductions. 
 

 

“My dear Holmes!” 

“I have no doubt that I am very stupid, but I must confess that I am unable to 

follow you.” 

“You have an answer to everything.” 

“Well, it is very ingenious,” said I, laughing. 

 

 

What do these quotations show about how Watson feels about Holmes? 

a) Watson admires Holmes. 

b) Watson respects Holmes. 

c) Watson is jealous of Holmes. 

d) Watson enjoys listening to Holmes explain his deductions. 

e) Watson works for Holmes. 

 

 
If you got question 8 incorrect, re-read this explanation and 

attempt the question again. 

 
Dr. Watson describes Holmes in great detail. Watson talks about Holmes's ‘dual 

nature’.  

This means that there are two sides to Sherlock Holmes: 

• The quiet, introspective, thoughtful side 

• The manic, energetic, detecting side. 

 

In The Red-Headed League, Dr. Watson says that Sherlock Holmes has a ‘dual 

nature’. What sides of Holmes’s ‘dual nature’ is Watson talking about in this story? 

(1)  

 

k) Holmes is a good fighter but also a good friend.  

l) Holmes is a good detective but he would also make an unstoppable 

villain.  

m) Holmes wants justice but he can also be forgiving.   

n) Holmes plays the violin but he also likes listening to music.   

o) Holmes can be determined and active but he can also be quiet and 

introspective.   

 

 



266 
 

If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

Why do you think Doyle created the character of Dr. Watson?  
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Sherlock Holmes: Further study 

Here are some options for extension tasks for this unit of work. 

Your teacher will direct you to tasks to complete, but any that you complete will 

help you build your knowledge of Sherlock Holmes and the Victorian era. 

1 

A: Creative writing: Write the opening of a short story which is set in Victorian 

London. 

B: Research: Find out more about the Bow Street Runners, Sir Robert Peel, or 

the Whitechapel murders. 

2 

A: John Snow: Write a diary entry for John Snow, focussing on the day he 

worked out that the Broad Street Pump was infecting people. 

B: Research: Cholera still affects people in poorer countries in the world. Find 

out more about where cholera affects people and what people are doing 

to try to help them.  

3 

A: Dr. Watson: The passage we read in class is just a short extract from the 

beginning of A Study in Scarlet. Read the rest of the opening extract from A 

Study in Scarlet. What else do we learn about Dr. Watson? (resource 

provided: HW Task 3: A Study in Scarlet) 

B: Creative writing: Dr. Watson was a military doctor. He was shot in the 

shoulder and nearly died of typhoid fever. Write a story about Watson’s time 

in the army.  

4 

A: Writing about Sherlock Holmes: Write a paragraph about Sherlock 

Holmes. 

Here is how you can structure your answer: 

1. State what Sherlock Holmes is like. 

2. Give a quotation that shows what he is like.  

3. Explain how this quotation shows what Sherlock Holmes is like. It might 

be how he looks, feels or how he behaves.  

B: Creative writing: Write your own descriptive piece, focussing on someone 

moving in with someone new. 

C: Research: The original Sherlock Holmes stories are available to read as 

they appeared in The Strand magazine. Have a look at the original edition 

of The Strand magazine. What kinds of features are in the magazine? Which 

ones are the most interesting? https://archive.org/details/StrandMagazine7  

5 

A: Metaphor: Try writing your own metaphor for Sherlock Holmes. Explain the 

tenor, ground and vehicle and why you used them. 

B: Research: Research different actors that have played Sherlock Holmes. 

Write a short paragraph stating who looks the most convincing and explain 

your reasons. 

https://archive.org/details/StrandMagazine7
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6 

A: Scandal: Scandals are often popular news stories, especially when they 

are about famous people. Why do you think the public are so interested in 

scandals involving celebrities? 

B: Creative writing: Write your own account of an imagined scandal. 

C: Masked character: The man visiting Holmes wants to conceal himself. 

Think about the stories we looked at last year. Which characters tried to hide, 

run away, or conceal themselves? Why? How are they similar or different to 

the character from the Sherlock Holmes story? 

7 

A: Irene Adler: What is your theory about why Irene Adler got married in such 

a rush? Why do you think that? 

B: Research: Research the different types of horse-drawn carriages in 

Victorian London. What were there different uses and costs?  

8 

A: Perspective: Write about what happens from the point of view of Irene 

Adler. 

B: Writing to argue: Are Watson’s and Holmes’s actions justifiable or should 

they be punished for breaking the law? 

9 

A: Irene Adler: Write a paragraph about Irene Adler. 

Here is how you can structure your answer: 

1. State what Irene Adler is like. 

2. Give a quotation that shows what she is like.  

3. Explain how this quotation shows what Irene Adler is like. It might be 

how she looks, feels or how she behaves.  

B: Summary: Summarise what happened with Sherlock Holmes and Irene 

Adler. 

10 

A: Sherlock Holmes: Do you think that Sherlock wants recognition for his 

intelligence? Explain your answer. 

B: Deduction: Read ‘A Case of Identity’ from The Adventures of Sherlock 

Holmes (pages 32 - 55). What deductions does Holmes make? What allows 

him to make these deductions? 

11 

A: The Red-Headed League: Why do you think Jabez has been employed in 

this way? Explain your answer. 

B: Writing: Use a graph to plot Jabez Wilson’s emotional journey. (see extra 

resource) 

C: Jabez Wilson: Write a paragraph about Jabez Wilson. 

Here is how you can structure your answer: 

1. State what Jabez is like. 

2. Give a quotation that shows what he is like.  

3. Explain how this quotation shows what Jabez is like. It might be how 

he looks, feels or how he behaves 

12 

A: Dual nature: Do you have a dual nature? Write about the different sides 

to your personality. 

B: Investigating: We’ve now been given a number of clues. What do you 

think happened? Why? 

13 

A: Review writing: The Sherlock Holmes stories are told from the perspective 

of Dr. Watson. Why do you think this is? Would the stories be as interesting or 

enjoyable if they were told from Sherlock Holmes’s perspective? Why? Why 

not? 
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B: Creative writing: Write a detailed plan for your own Sherlock Holmes story. 

14 

A: Rewrite: Look back at the mini-essay you wrote about Sherlock Holmes. 

What changes or additions can you make? Have you made clear points? Is 

you evidence relevant to the point you have made? Is your exploration 

linked to your quotation? 

B: Alternative write: We have looked a lot at what makes Holmes such a 

good detective. But Dr. Watson is also a very good companion. What makes 

Watson such a good companion to Sherlock Holmes? 

15 
A: Research: Research different actors that have played Dr. Watson. Write a 

short paragraph stating who looks the most convincing and explain your 

reasons. 

16 

A: Research: Christmas trees also became popular during Queen Victoria’s 

reign. It was actually Queen Victoria who helped to make them popular! 

Find out about the history of the Christmas tree in Britain.  

B: Research: Charles Dickens’ story A Christmas Carol was responsible for 

making many Christmas traditions popular in the Victorian era. Find out more 

about the story. You can find film versions of the story on YouTube.  

C: Creative Writing: Write an account about what Christmas would have 

been like for a poor family in Victorian England. 

17 

A: Research: Fashion has changed a lot since the Victorian era. Find out 

more about the types of hats that men wore and when they went out of 

fashion. 

B: Comparison: How is the opening to The Blue Carbuncle similar to the 

openings of A Scandal in Bohemia and The Red-Headed League? How are 

they different? Do Sherlock Holmes stories have a lot of things in common? 

18 

A: Writing: Most people say that Holmes is not infallible. In A Scandal in 

Bohemia, Irene Adler outsmarted him. Does a reader like Holmes more or less 

when they know that Holmes isn’t perfect? Why is this? 

B: Creative Writing: We know that Henry Baker has suffered a decline in his 

fortunes over the past three years. Write an account of what has happened 

to him over the past three years. 

19 

A: Research: Covent Garden is still a popular attraction in London today. 

Find out more about the history of Covent Garden. 

B: Research: Look at the 1890 pocket map of London. Compare it maps we 

use today. How are the maps different? How has London changed? 

20 

A: Creative Writing: Sherlock Holmes lets James Ryder go free. Write what 

James Ryder does next when he leaves 221b Baker Street. 

B: Further Reading: Read The Adventure of the Six Napoleons. There are 

many similarities between this story and The Blue Carbuncle. What are the 

similarities between the two stories? 

21 

A: Research: Lots of things influenced the character of Sherlock Holmes. But 

many characters today have been influenced by Sherlock Holmes. Find out 

about how Sherlock Holmes has influenced detective stories since it was 

published. 

B: Creative Writing: Arthur Conan Doyle wrote 60 Sherlock Holmes stories. 

Look at the titles of the stories. Choose a title that you like the sound of and 

write the first 500 words of the story. 

22 Assessment preparation 



270 
 

A: Re-read: The three stories we have studied are on the following pages. 

Enjoy an adventure in it’s entirety! 

B: Lesson 15: Re-read the annotations you made for lesson 15. 

What makes Holmes such a good detective?  

Is there anything you can add now? 

C: Knowledge organiser: Using the knowledge organiser, test yourself on the 

key knowledge you have learnt in this unit. 

Can you get someone to help and test you? 
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Further Study Task – Resource 

 

3 A: Dr. Watson: The passage we read in class is just a short extract from the 

beginning of A Study in Scarlet. Read the rest of the opening extract from A Study in 

Scarlet. What else do we learn about Dr. Watson?  

 

 

A STUDY IN SCARLET. 

PART I. 

(Being a reprint from the reminiscences of JOHN H. WATSON, M.D., late of the Army 

Medical Department.) 

CHAPTER I. MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES. 

IN the year 1878 I took my degree of Doctor of Medicine of the University of 

London, and proceeded to Netley to go through the course prescribed for surgeons 

in the army. Having completed my studies there, I was duly attached to the Fifth 

Northumberland Fusiliers as Assistant Surgeon. The regiment was stationed in India at 

the time, and before I could join it, the second Afghan war had broken out. On 

landing at Bombay, I learned that my corps had advanced through the passes, and 

was already deep in the enemy's country. I followed, however, with many other 

officers who were in the same situation as myself, and succeeded in reaching 

Candahar in safety, where I found my regiment, and at once entered upon my new 

duties. 

The campaign brought honours and promotion to many, but for me it had 

nothing but misfortune and disaster. I was removed from my brigade and attached 

to the Berkshires, with whom I served at the fatal battle of Maiwand. There I was 

struck on the shoulder by a Jezail bullet, which shattered the bone and grazed the 

subclavian artery. I should have fallen into the hands of the murderous Ghazis had it 

not been for the devotion and courage shown by Murray, my orderly, who threw me 

across a pack-horse, and succeeded in bringing me safely to the British lines. 

Worn with pain, and weak from the prolonged hardships which I had 

undergone, I was removed, with a great train of wounded sufferers, to the base 

hospital at Peshawar. Here I rallied, and had already improved so far as to be able 

to walk about the wards, and even to bask a little upon the verandah, when I was 

struck down by enteric fever, that curse of our Indian possessions. For months my life 

was despaired of, and when at last I came to myself and became convalescent, I 

was so weak and emaciated that a medical board determined that not a day 

should be lost in sending me back to England. I was dispatched, accordingly, in the 

troopship "Orontes," and landed a month later on Portsmouth jetty, with my health 

irretrievably ruined, but with permission from a paternal government to spend the 

next nine months in attempting to improve it. 

I had neither kith nor kin in England, and was therefore as free as air—or as free 

as an income of eleven shillings and sixpence a day will permit a man to be. Under 
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such circumstances, I naturally gravitated to London, that great cesspool into which 

all the loungers and idlers of the Empire are irresistibly drained. There I stayed for 

some time at a private hotel in the Strand, leading a comfortless, meaningless 

existence, and spending such money as I had, considerably more freely than I 

ought. So alarming did the state of my finances become, that I soon realized that I 

must either leave the metropolis and rusticate somewhere in the country, or that I 

must make a complete alteration in my style of living. Choosing the latter 

alternative, I began by making up my mind to leave the hotel, and to take up my 

quarters in some less pretentious and less expensive domicile. 

On the very day that I had come to this conclusion, I was standing at the 

Criterion Bar, when some one tapped me on the shoulder, and turning round I 

recognized young Stamford, who had been a dresser under me at Barts. The sight of 

a friendly face in the great wilderness of London is a pleasant thing indeed to a 

lonely man. In old days Stamford had never been a particular crony of mine, but 

now I hailed him with enthusiasm, and he, in his turn, appeared to be delighted to 

see me. In the exuberance of my joy, I asked him to lunch with me at the Holborn, 

and we started off together in a hansom. 

What else do we learn about Dr. Watson? 
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Further Study Task – Resource 

11 B: Use the graph to plot Jabez Wilson’s emotional journey. 
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