
William Establishing 
Control 1066-1087

Key words:
Submission – formal acceptance of and 
surrender to authority.
March – an Anglo-Saxon term for 
border.
Colonisation – When one country 
encourages the migration of its people 
to another country.
Motte – The mound of earth that the 
castle stood on.
Bailey – the outer part of the castle, 
surrounding the motte and protected 
by a fence or wall.
Castellan – The governor of a castle 
and its surrounding lands (castlery); its 
lord or a steward of the local lord. 
Harrying – an old word meaning to lay 
waste to something, to devastate it.
Fortified - An area being well 
protected or defended against 
attackers.
Burh- An Anglo-Saxon fortified town.
Keep - A keep is a type of fortified 
tower built within castles during the 
Middle Ages by European nobility.
Danelaw- as recorded in the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, is a historical name 
given to the part of England in which 
the laws of the Danes held sway and 
dominated those of the Anglo-Saxons.

Revolt of Edwin 
and Morcar 1068

Control through castles

Why castles?
- Strategic locations e.g. river crossings or near passes through mountains or hills.
- Used as a base by lord.
- Dominate territory newly brought under Norman control e.g. Exeter, Warwick.
- Symbolic of Norman power for everyone to see.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z87vdmn/revision/2

1068 - Rebellion in the North
Between 1066 and 1071 five different earls led Northumbria. The first, Morcar was replaced in 1066 and the two 
earls that followed him were murdered. A rebellion in the north started which was led by the Edwin of Mercia, 
Morcar and Edgar Atheling. Support for the rebellion grew when William tried to install the Norman, Robert Cumin, 
as earl of Northumbria. Robert and his army of 900 men were massacred in Durham because the people of 
Northumbria did not want to have a Norman as their earl.
Edgar Atheling joined the rebellion after the massacre at Durham and became the figurehead for the resistance.

1070 to 1071 - Resistance in the east
According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle the greatest threat to William I since he became king came in the spring of 
1070, when the Danish King Sweiyn sent an army to conquer England. The army he sent was not large enough to 
restart the northern rebellion but it was large enough for King William to pay the Danes a large amount of money 
to leave. Some Danes landed in East Anglia to support the rebellion led by Hereward the Wake. Not much is known 
about Hereward except that he was an English thegn who became involved in disputes with the Norman barons 
that were given land in Lincolnshire. Hereward fought a guerrilla war against the Normans until King William 
captured his base on the Isle of Ely. Hereward was pardoned by William but Morcar, who came to support 
Hereward, was imprisoned for life.
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4. How did William control the marcher borders? 
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10. How did William react to these rebellions?  
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