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Welcome from the Headteacher

May we extend a very warm welcome to Castleford Academy.  We look forward to working with you 
to ensure your child has the very best secondary education possible.  Your child will only attend 
secondary school once and during their time here we will ensure that they receive an excellent 
education.

The core values of our Academy’s ethos are Care, Aspire, Succeed:

Care – At Castleford Academy, we have high expectations of pupil’s behaviour.  We expect that our 
pupil’s grow to respect themselves and others, to look for the good in others and to be honest and 
trustworthy.   We believe that this is essential throughout school allowing our focus to be solely on 
learning and progress. We want to make sure that your child is a happy, confident individual who 
feels valued so that they can make a positive contribution during their time at secondary school.  
Your child will face their most significant physical, mental and social changes of their lives during 
their time with us.  Our pastoral programme is designed to support pupils and their families with 
these changes.  Your child’s Form Tutor should always be your first point of contact as a parent.  
The Head of Year will lead the year as a group through their time at the Academy.

Aspire – in a changing world, we have to prepare our pupils to achieve great things and compete 
locally, regionally, nationally or internationally for the future.  Our curriculum is designed to give 
pupils the best exposure to learning opportunities both in and outside of school.  As a school, your 
child will be challenged on an “I can’t do it” attitude to encourage a change in mind-set whereby, 
they learn to think “I cannot do it yet!”  This mind-set will equip pupils well for the challenges they 
will face in the future by building confidence and raising aspirations.

Succeed – here at the Academy, we work hard to unlock potential and develop talent at all levels 
of ability to ensure that everyone does their best, and that no child is left behind.  The curriculum 
ensures that every pupil leaves with excellent levels of literacy and numeracy, essential for 
everyday life.  We look to find and develop other talents including sporting, artistic, musical, 
dramatic and technological talents.  We have state of the art facilities to help achieve fantastic 
opportunities.

In October 2019, the academy was judged outstanding across all aspects of the Ofsted framework. 
During the inspection, inspectors judged the quality of education, behaviour and attitudes, 
personal development, leadership and management and sixth form provision.  All areas received 
an outstanding judgement, leading to an overall effectiveness judgement of outstanding. We 
are delighted that Ofsted have agreed with our assessment of Castleford Academy and its sixth 
form, confirming that our hard work and high expectations have resulted in exceptional academic 
outcomes, whilst maintaining a nurturing and highly supportive environment where the well-
being of both pupils and staff are a priority.

If you choose us, we will work in partnership with you to ensure that your children achieve great 
things whilst here at Castleford Academy.

Mr G Panayiotou   Mrs D Cook
Headteacher   Associate Headteacher



Key Stage 3 Curriculum

In Year 7, our pupils arrived with a score or a level that gave us an indication of the progress they 
made in primary school. This score/level allows us to predict the minimum grade that each pupil 
should achieve in their GCSEs. Based on this information, all pupils have been set a minimum 
step that we expect them to reach at the end of this year and an aspirational target step that we 
encourage them to strive towards.

The target steps are designed to challenge each pupil to reach their full potential and to acquire 
the skills, knowledge and understanding to achieve the very best grade they can at GCSE. It 
is possible that some pupils will achieve beyond their expected grade at every stage of their 
learning journey. These high aspirations and drive for success are something that we encourage 
at Castleford Academy and as a result, the target steps will be regularly monitored and reviewed 
to ensure each pupil achieves their full potential.

Can Do Statements and The Learning Journey

Each subject area has developed a learning journey which will allow our pupils to develop the 
skills and knowledge needed to be a successful learner. The learning journey is shared with 
pupils at the start of the topic so that they are aware of how their learning will develop over each 
half term. This is also shared with parents (on our website and sourced at the back of this booklet 
for half term 1) along with the can do statements for each subject/topic. This means that parents 
can see what their child will be taught, how they will be assessed and also how to support them 
to reach the next step in their learning.

For pupils to do well in a subject, it is essential that they have a good understanding of the basics. 
For this reason, in some subjects, it is not simply more knowledge that is needed to reach a step 
7, 8 or 9. In some areas, pupils will be expected to ‘master’ the basics and will receive a step 
7, 8 or 9 depending upon their ability to apply the skills and knowledge they have acquired in a 
different context.

PSHE and Citizenship

During your child’s journey through Year 7, they will take part in two drop-down days where they 
spend the day taking part in various activities to enrich their PSHE and citizenship experiences. 
During these days, guest speakers visit school to deliver sessions and pupils work in form groups 
to participate in activities such as learning about first aid training, road safety and watching 
a performance on anti-bullying. During these days, pupils also become CSI members (Careers 
Specialist Investigators) to discover more about the pathways into some of the careers publicised 
by our visiting guest speakers. Overall, these days provide invaluable life skills that help build 
their character as they progress through the academy.



Meet our Departments

Key Stage 3 Subjects
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Modern 
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English

Welcome to the English Department!  Don’t worry about not being able to meet us in person 
this year because soon you will see us four times a week!  That’s right, in Year 7 you will have 
four hours of English every week and the lessons will be filled with everything you need for a 
successful journey throughout our academy and into the world beyond school.  

Year 7 follow the EEF English Mastery curriculum that teaches both fundamental reading, writing 
and vocabulary skills as well as giving the pupils the opportunity to read engaging and challenging 
texts in order to raise their knowledge of the world around them.

Pupils will follow the Mastery Literary Heritage course which allows them to read Charles Dickens’ 
‘Oliver Twist’ (Shakespeare and Poetry in term 2 and 3).  Through this novel, they will learn about 
the Victorian Era and what it was to be a child and poor during this time.  Pupils will receive a 
rich understanding of historical context whilst also learning about a young boy – the same age 
as Y7s – living in poverty in Victorian England.  Pupils will begin to develop inference skills, quote 
location and key vocabulary.  Pupils will also develop empathy skills and will be able to discuss at 
length how the novel impacts upon readers.

Year 7 pupils will also develop their grammar skills by following the Mastery Writing Course.  All 
Pupils will learn fundamental grammar and writing skills that they can use confidently across 
the curriculum.  The course cultivates a love of reading and writing and all of these skills are 
transferrable across subjects and across key stages.

Once a week, pupils will read Private Peaceful – a novel that will teach them about young people 
living and fighting in WW1.  Pupils will learn about the importance of family and friendship whilst 
also developing a solid understanding of WW1, an important part of our culture.



Maths

Welcome to the Maths Department! In Year 7, you will have 4 maths lessons per week where 
we will look to build on what you have learnt in primary school, as well as introducing some new 
exciting mathematics! As well as building on the basics of fractions, percentages and ratios, 
we will start to look at algebra with collecting like terms, expanding, factorising and solving, 
and geometry with area, volume, Pythagoras and trigonometry, and that’s just in Year 7! As a 
department, we feel that it is really important to not only understand the topics, but to know the 
topics so well that they are in your long term memory, so we will constantly be revisiting all new 
content to make sure you know it inside out!

Homework in Year 7 will be set every week using our online platform, MathsWatch. Where 
you will be required to answer questions based on what you’ve learnt so far this half term. If 
you’re struggling there will be a video lesson with the homework which will help you out if you’ve 
forgotten anything.

Towards the end of the year we will start to look at how maths can affect our day-to-day lives when 
we leave school and study how things work such as bank accounts, credit cards, mobile phone 
contracts and mortgages. Who says Maths isn’t useful?!

If you’re a keen mathematician and enjoy challenging yourself with the hardest questions against 
the best students, we hold an Advanced Mathematics Club on a Wednesday where we will unpick 
some challenging problems. Our Advanced Maths Club teams go to maths competitions and 
challenge themselves against top schools at different venues, last year attending the Maths Pop 
Quiz at Leeds University.



Science

Welcome to the Science Department! Castleford Academy Science department run an outstanding 
curriculum which allows children to understand the world around them.  Our aim is to prepare 
your child from our academy for life beyond high school in whatever they choose to do, but with a 
deep and rich understanding of science.  Understating science allows all children to reach their 
aspirations as it not only enriches their own knowledge but teaches skills used in all areas of 
life, such as working in a team, communication through debate and discussion and resilience in 
grasping abstract concepts.

Our KS3 curriculum builds expertly on the science your child was taught at key stage 2.  Our 
topics are taught as individual science topics and deepen the understanding of fundamental 
ideas from KS2 as well as introducing new ideas.  Our cyclic KS3 curriculum allows your child to 
continue to build on ideas into year 8 and then master key ideas thoroughly in year 9 before we 
start our GCSE journey together. 

We offer both combined science at GCSE and Separate Science GCSE which means your child will 
be the best prepared they can be if they continue to study science beyond high school.  

Our extracurricular STEM club works with the technology department to allow pupils to design 
and carry out their own investigations based around their own interests.  

We have also been part of the BP Ultimate Stem Challenge competition where our team was 
invited to the nation finals in London.



History

Welcome to the History Department! I would like to take this opportunity to explain a little bit 
more about our department and what is on offer. Pupils will have one hour of History lessons in 
Year 7 which will increase to two hours in Year 8. We very much follow the National Curriculum in 
the department and therefore cover the following topics at Key Stage Three:  

• Year 7: How did the Norman Conquest change the English Monarchy? 
• Year 7: What was life like in the medieval period? 
• Year 7: How did Henry VIII change the church, state and society in England? 
• Year 7: What was life like in the Tudor Period? 
• Year 7: How did Elizabeth I change the church, state and society in England? 
• Year 8: How did society and state change, 1603-1900? 
• Year 8: How effective were the Police in 1800s? 
• Year 8: What was the shared experience of the Atlantic Slave Trade/ 
• Year 8: What caused WWI and how did the conflict affect soldiers? 
• Year 8: How did the world change after WWI? How did WWII affect everyday life? 
• Year 8: Why was the Holocaust significant? 

In terms of extra-curricular activities, we host our incredibly popular “Horrible Histories” club 
on Tuesdays after school where Year 7 pupils enjoy a fun fact-filled episode alongside some 
cinema treats. We also offer lots of trip opportunities in the History Department including a cross 
curricular History/Geography trip to Skipton Castle and Malham Cove in Year 7 and a journey into 
our industrial past with a trip to the National Coal Mining Museum in Year 8. 



Modern Foreign Languages

Welcome to the Modern Foreign Languages Department! Our MFL department here at Castleford 
Academy is composed of a team of enthusiastic linguists who have excellent knowledge of their 
subject. Our goal is to impart a love of languages to all students.

We place particular emphasis on learning through interactive activities and through the practice 
of the four main skills (speaking, reading, writing and listening). All students study French in Year 
7 and 8 and they develop their skills over a wide and varied range of topics. Students have the 
opportunity to visit Paris in Year 8.

Our aim is to ensure that students gain a richer appreciation of Modern Foreign Languages and 
deepen their understanding of different cultures.

Geography

Welcome to the Geography Department! When studying Geography at Castleford Academy pupils 
will cover a wide and varied curriculum in both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. This ranges from 
the deepest depths of the Amazon Rainforest, hustle and bustle of shanty towns in Mumbai 
to local geography right on our doorstep here in Castleford. In Key Stage 3 pupils will get the 
chance to experience hands on Geography on fieldtrips to Malham Cove, the Holderness Coast 
and Aysgarth Falls whilst in Key Stage 4 will undertake crucial field work as part of their GCSE 
with AQA in a human based and a physical based location which in previous years has taken us 
to Knaresborough and Scarborough. 

We also offer an afterschool Planet Earth club to Key Stage 3 where we watch David Attenborough 
take us through incredible scenes of nature, wildlife and all things Geography!



Computing

Welcome to the Computing Department! We are passionate about computing and the use 
of technology to make the world a better place. Whilst you study with us, we will develop and 
stimulate your curiosity, interest, and enjoyment in Computing. 

In year seven you will study several exciting topics, such as E-Safety, Algorithms, Micro:bit 
Programming, Using Computers Creatively using industry standard software such as Adobe 
Photoshop. In year eight you will delve into the realm of text-based computer programming 
using Python, you will explore and discover the Heroes of Computing as well as develop a 3D 
game in Kodu Gamelabs. We also have a Computer Games Development Club (CGDC) that runs 
afterschool where students can enter a BAFTA Young Game Designers Competition, as well as our 
very popular Minecraft Club that runs for KS3 afterschool each week. We have a number of other 
fun competitions to get involved with such as CyberFirst Girls Competition, The Matrix Challenge 
and Bebras Challenge run by Oxford University.



Design Technology

Welcome to the Design Technology Department! In KS3 Design Technology you will have 2 lessons 
of DT per week.  One lesson each week is in Product Design and the other lesson per week is 
either a Food or Textiles lesson.  Throughout KS3 DT you will have the opportunity to research, 
analyse, design, model, make and evaluate products whilst developing a wide range of practical 
skills/techniques, through the use of a variety of materials, tools & equipment.  

In addition to this, DT students are given frequent opportunities to discuss wider issues, 
such as technological developments, sustainability and the responsibilities of designers and 
manufacturers. Design Technology is intrinsic in all of our lives and is a subject that we believe is 
a life skill and relevant to whatever the students choose do later in life



Music

Welcome to the Music Department! Musical sound is the target language of learning during KS3 
and pupils learn through practical music-making in every lesson. Pupils begin their musical journey 
with lots of rhythm activities and singing to boost confidence and encourage participation. From 
there they progress onto the keyboard, learning popular songs and developing their proficiency 
by playing with both hands together. 

Castleford Academy is a Musical Futures Champion School and at KS3 we follow the ‘Just Play’ 
approach where pupils build up their knowledge of chords and rhythms by playing keyboard, 
ukulele and guitar with a focus on accuracy, timing and fluency. The department also has a link 
with VIP Studios, an online music production tool which enables students to use music technology 
to create music in a range of genres including House, Dubstep, Grime and Lo-Fi. Pupils will also 
experience composing for Film and an introduction to The Blues and improvisation.

The department has a very strong peripatetic team of professional musicians who are fully 
involved in the life of the department. Pupils can receive specialist instrumental/vocal tuition to 
supplement their weekly music lessons. 

We have a well-established Soul Band and Choir and put on a range of shows across the year, 
from our Halloween Havoc music show case to Cas Factor (our school talent show), and our year 
culminates with a Musical produced in conjunction with the Drama department. We also perform 
at Wakefield Theatre Royal each year. 



Art

Welcome to the Art Department! Pupils start KS3 by learning the formal elements of art. 
Knowledge and understanding of colour, line, tone, texture, pattern, shape and form lays the 
foundations for pupil’s to confidently develop their own artwork. Within projects, pupils look at 
wide range of artists, designers, architects and cultures to inspire them. Through this they gain 
understanding of why Art is important and how it has helped shape our culture.  

Year 9 acts as a skills building year in preparation for GCSE. Pupils work through a series of 
workshops in a vast range of materials to find their strengths and interests. In year 10 they 
progress to structured projects which allow pupils to pursue their individual strengths and 
interests. In the final term of year 11, pupils complete the externally set project, leading up to 
their final exam piece.  

The department continually make links to industry, getting pupils to see where their skills can 
be used later on in life, not just in the art and design industry but transferrable skills too. We 
have strong links with Leeds Art University who come in to run practical and careers workshops 
throughout the year. 

KS3 Art club runs weekly and gives pupils the opportunity to try new materials and techniques 
that they wouldn’t usually use in class and to take part in large scale community projects. We 
develop projects based on what the children want to do and encourage them to take ownership 
of their club. In year 10 we run a trip to London to inspire pupils for their final sustained GCSE 
project. 



PE

Welcome to the PE Department! The PE department are very proud to be one of the best PE 
teams in the county. We are nationally recognised every year as one of the top 100 UK sporting 
schools by the Schools Sport Magazine, as well as achieving the prestigious ‘Gold’ school games 
mark, awarded to schools with highest quality PE and extra-curricular provision in the government 
led scheme.

In lessons you will receive outstanding teaching from our PE team across a broad and balanced 
curriculum. We cover an extensive list of sporting activities, such as Football, Netball, Rugby, 
Rounders, Hockey, Handball, Athletics, Cricket, Softball, Table Tennis, Dodgeball, Gymnastics, 
Dance, Trampolining, Volleyball, Badminton and Fitness. Our state-of-the-art facilities include 
not one, but two 3G multi-use pitches, a Sports Hall, Gymnasium, Fitness Suite, Netball/Tennis 
Courts and Playing Fields. These facilities allow us teach high quality lessons, but also provide 
many opportunities in terms of extra-curricular. We run many after school clubs in all year groups 
offering many of the sports mentioned above. Some clubs are recreational, but we also offer 
the opportunity to represent the Academy, competing against other schools. Many of these 
matches are against local schools within the Pontefract and Wakefield area, but we also compete 
regionally and nationally in some sports, experiencing much success.

You will also have the opportunity to attend one or more of our many trips we run. We offer trips 
open to all within the UK, such as Premier League / Champions League matches, as well as 
abroad on our Ski-trip. We also run abroad trips for some of our Sports teams to places such as 
Barcelona or even Canada and Australia! 

When you reach KS4, we offer two courses; GCSE PE and BTEC Sport, which attract many of our 
students. We also run a popular KS5 course in ‘Sports Coaching’, for students to undertake after 
Year 11.



Drama

Welcome to the Drama Department! The exciting Drama curriculum at key stage three explores 
an array of different acting styles embedding both acting skills and dramatic techniques.  Pupils 
will explore scripts such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, theatre styles such as comedies 
and melodramas along with investigating murders and real life events. 

Pupils have an opportunity to perform the transition musical to new starters in school along with 
drama club performances and showcases of work.  At Key stage four pupils opt to study a Drama 
GCSE where they add depth to their acting skills; at this stage pupils have a choice within the 
types of performances that they wish to create. They create performances of their own and of 
chosen scripts and perform them to a professional standard with invited audiences. At GCSE level 
pupils have an opportunity to attend a live theatre performance as an extra-curricular trip/visit.

Each year the drama department perform a full musical with support from the music department, 
previous shows have included ‘We Will Rock You and ‘Les Miserables.’ Along with this there are 
drama showcases which boast the excellent work produced by pupils from throughout the year. 



Options Courses Available

Media & Photography
In Key Stage 4 the Media department has two courses on offer that you can study; BTEC Media 
(Film) and GCSE Photography. BTEC Media (Film) teaches pupils how to make and study films, 
from concept to production to editing. Pupils create several short films in a variety of genres, 
including documentary, fiction and vlogging. In addition to this, pupils learn about all aspects of 
the media industry, exploring journalism, interactive media and TV/radio. With GCSE Photography 
pupils learn about the different aspects of photography, experimenting in a wide variety of styles, 
including portrait, landscape, long exposure, still life and macro. 

Pupils look at the work of contemporary and historical photographers, drawing inspiration 
that helps shape their own techniques and photographic style. Both courses offer a practical 
qualification that allows pupils to go on to further study in the area, as well as future employment 
opportunities. Pupils have access to professional software and equipment, including our recently 
refurbished Media suite, which features a large recording/photographic space complete with 
green screen.

BTEC Media 
BTEC Media (with Games) teaches pupils how to make and study interactive media (game), from 
concept to production to editing. Pupils create several retro-style games in a variety of genres, 
including maze game, SHMUP and platormer. In addition to this, pupils learn about all aspects 
of the media industry, exploring journalism, film and TV/radio. This is  a practical qualification 
that allows pupils to go on to further study in the interactive media, as well as future employment 
opportunities.

Computer Science:
Computer Science offers you the opportunities to develop your programming skills, problem 
solving skills and gain an understanding of the way computers work, create and review computer 
programs for real life purposes based on your own interests.  It encourages you to create your own 
applications and other systems, rather than simply use those designed by others. Ever wonder 
how a computer actually works? What the internet is? Computer Science will help you start to 
understand these questions and much more…

Construction
The construction course aims to introduce pupils to the world of Construction and how they interact 
with it on a daily basis. The course starts off with a taster on basic wood joints to introduce pupils 
to carpentry. They are then required to make a table that incorporates wood joining techniques 
so that they can apply the skills they have learned to a product. 

Pupils complete a tower building challenge so that they have an introduction to structures, 
stability and the forces that act upon them. This allows pupils to analyse how a structure will 
react under certain stress points, and apply their problem-solving skills to a given scenario. Next 
pupils create a 3D model of a house that allows them to see the different layers of construction 
and helps them to understand what each layers’ purpose is. Finally, pupils use a range of 3D 
sketching and modelling techniques to create their own cut away model of a building. This helps 
pupils communicate and evaluate each other’s work, as peer review is an important part of 
working in the construction industry.



Options Courses Available

BTEC Sport
All students undertake core PE for one hour per week at KS4. Similar to KS3, we offer students a 
broad range of activities. We also offer two very popular courses; GCSE PE and BTEC Sport. GCSE 
PE covers a broad range of topics through the sporting industry, as well as an in-depth focus 
on anatomy and physiology. It also assesses your practical sporting ability through a range of 
activities. BTEC Sport covers some of the same topics as in GCSE PE, but work is mainly assessed 
through coursework. Students are not assessed on their practical sporting ability, but practical 
based coursework covers many of the activities. 

We also run a popular KS5 course in ‘Sports Coaching’, for students to undertake in Post 16. This 
is a brand new, bespoke course, suited to learners who have an interest in the sporting industry. 
It is a 3 A-Level equivalent course, which provides a pathway to University and employment. 
Unlike many other Level 3 courses, there is no external assessment for this course. Coursework 
is assessed internally and involves a large practical element.

Health & Social Care
Health and Social care is a popular option subject that is taught by an outstanding team. The 
course runs over 3 years. In year 9 you will be taught about pregnancy, birth and then how to care 
for the baby in the first year. this introduction is interactive and you will have many opportunities 
to  research information from the internet . In year 10 and 11 you will be taught 3 hours a week  
and cover 3 units of work , human development,  the care values within health and social care  
and well being.. At the end of year 11 many pupils will continue their study in Castleford Academy 
Post 16.

Engineering
“What is Engineering?” Throughout your time studying you will engage in problem solving tasks and 
projects to help you to analyse and evaluate things critically. The first project is based on spatial 
and visualisation skills. Pupils practice drawing techniques and use isometric and orthographic 
drawing principles to improve their spatial manipulation skills. They need to understand how to 
read working drawings to be able to work from a manufacturing plan. The next project is a mini 
catapult. 

Pupils design, plan, manufacture and evaluate throughout this project. They learn to use forces 
and structures to their advantage. They learn to communicate their design ideas further. They 
learn to evaluate by engaging in why things happened and how they can plan better in future. 
The next project is about natural disasters and helps pupils to have a real world understanding 
of what engineers do and why they do it. They again design, develop and evaluate mini projects 
like emergency shelters and floorplans. The final project introduces pupils to a go kart model. 
They need to learn basic tool and equipment processes, how to read a working drawing, and how 
different materials are used and why they are used. 

Work Related
In Work Related Learning at Key Stage 4, students develop a range of generic and transferable 
skills to support their progression to independent living and employment. They complete the WJEC 
Level 1/2 Event Operations qualification, which offers them exciting and interesting experiences 
through applied learning. They also complete a series of lessons specifically designed to prepare 
them for life after school, in work skills, career planning and home management.
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Enrichment Activities and Partnership Links

In addition to a wide range of trips in Australia, Europe and the UK, departments are 
involved in number of enrichment activities:

Art
• Involvement in the mural at Queens Mill museum.
• Year 9 research trip to the Deep.
• Year 11 trip to Leeds College to support them with their portfolio project.
• Book making workshop at Leeds college of Art for Year 7 more able pupils. This linked in 

with world book day.
• Hepworth Art Gallery for super learning days and extend curriculum for art & design 

students.
• Core Skills
• Raised money for red nose day.
• Panto trip.
• Coal mining museum trip.
• Royal armouries trip.
• Cleethorpes trip.

Computing
• Young Gamer Designer BAFTA award entries
• Minecraft club.
• Computer Games Development club.
• Bebras Challenges
• Oxford Computing Challenges
• Matrix Challenge – Finalists
• CyberFirst – Girls Challenges.

Drama
• Cast of 18 students taken from 50 auditionees performed FOMO at Castleford Academy 

and at Sheffield theatre as part of the National Theatre Connections Festival.
• 30 students attended The Lowry Theatre in Manchester to watch ‘Things I know to be 

True’ by Frantic assembly.
• Two drama Showcases where students have performed strong performance pieces within 

a range of styles.
• A brand new drama curriculum created with new resources.
• Whole school musical of ‘We Will Rock you’ performed over 3 nights to a large audience.
• 20 students attended Pontefract New College to see their musical production of 

Footloose.
• Links with the National Theatre, Sheffield Theatre and Airedale Academy.

English
• Y7 Pantomime trip.
• All of Y7 took part in the Jacqueline Wilson literacy podcast stream.
• Year 7 - Private Peaceful battlefields trip to Ypres, Belgium - February 2017 - 42 pupils.
• Year 11 - Blood Brothers theatre trip to Sheffield - January 2017 - 79 pupils.
• Romeo and Juliet trip - Leeds - March 2017 - 156 pupils.



Enrichment Activities and Partnership Links

Firefighters
Y11 Young Firefighters passing out parade.

Geography
• Running Year 7 cross curricular day - Africa Day.
• Running Google Expeditions to the Whole of Year 7 and Year 8.
• Year 7 Malham trip.
• Year 11 Holderness Coasts trip.
• Year 10 Sneaton Castle residential.
• PiXl training.
• Increased option numbers.
• 3rd place at the regional World Wise Quiz.
• Cross curricular theme week 3rd July - Have I got news for you? Humanities subjects will 

be looking at ‘Fake News’.
• Wakefield Geography Network - teachers across the area meet to discuss curriculum 

changes, assessments, fieldwork etc.
• Quick key trial, Links to cool geography (subscription) and Wakefield curriculum group.
• Secured funding for AQA training for all Wakefield schools.

History
• 35 students were taken on a visit to Berlin 29/5/16 - 1/6/16.
• Year 10 trip to Thackeray medical museum.
• Year 9 trip to Sandal and Conisborough castles.
• Year 8 trip to Beth Shalom Holocaust memorial museum.
• Year 7 Catapult Challenge into Wakefield Schools final at Pontefract Castle.
• Year 7-trip to Skipton castle.
• Time Team- after school History club for various years.
• Year 8 team won a regional competition run by Wakefield library service and Elysium to 

create an interactive research project about World War One.
• Members of the Wakefield History curriculum group.
• Links with Castleford Heritage Trust.

Literacy
• 37 Reading Millionaires.
• 235 million words read Years 7-10 (so far) on the Accelerated Reading Programme.
• Scholastic Book Fair Sales £1549 earning the school £929 of free books.
• Links developed with feeder primary schools using Accelerated Reader.



Enrichment Activities and Partnership Links

Maths
• Runners up in board game competition at National Coal Mining Museum. 35 pupils 

achieving Gold, Silver or Bronze awards in National Maths Challenge Exams.
• 10 Y9 pupils took part in the Stock Market Challenge at Headingley Carnegie Stadium 

which involved over 20 teams playing the roles of a typical trading week in a Stock Market. 
It was hosted by Leeds Beckett University and funded by First Direct Bank.

• Almost £1000 raised for local charities by Year 8 in their “Giving Nation” fundraising day.
• Residential trip to London.
• Working in partnership with Outwood Grange family of schools on a project to look at 

mastery in maths (as part of the Yorkshire and Humber Maths Hub).
• National Collaborative Project aimed at raising standards and improving practice around 

Mathematical Reasoning for secondary schools throughout Yorkshire and the Humber.

Media Studies
• Pupils have been supporting filming and photography in a number of areas around school, 

including Music and Drama events, particularly the We Will Rock You Christmas Show.
• Photography Club.
• CASmag – a termly school magazine, by pupils, for pupils
• CAStv – our in-house TV channel reporting on events within the school
• Photography workshops
• Studio space to work in with a large green screen and professional equipment

MFL
• 77 Year 8 students were taken to Paris.
• Staff from MFL supported the Belgium Trip, run by English.
• Part of the MFL Wakefield Learning Partnership.

Music
• Halloween Havoc concert.
• “We Will Rock You” musical.
• “A Night With The Stars” concert.
• The Lipsync Battle.
• Deaf&HI students interviewed by and featured on VIP Studios website (music production 

software).
• Soul Band and Harmonix performed at the Music For Youth regional festival.
• 3 students attended a masterclass at Steinway Hall in London.
• Dynamix performed at Wakefield Theatre.
• Took 2 Year 9 girls to sing at a Road Naming Ceremony to commemorate an ex student 

who died at war. This was a local event in Castleford ran by the council.
• Took choir to carol sing at the Old Folks home in Castleford - this was a great experience 

and really brought the community together.
• Wakefield Music Service – Strategic Overview group, VIP studios from Charanga Music, 

Steinway hall and Musical futures.



PE
• Year 7 Boys Rugby National Finalists (due to play the Challenge Cup curtain raiser at 

Wembley), Yorkshire Cup Champions, Wakefield Champions
• Year 10 Boys Rugby National Finalists, Yorkshire Cup Champions, Wakefield Finalists
• Year 11 Boys Rugby National Finalists, Wakefield Champions
• Year 7 Girls Rugby National Finalists, Yorkshire Cup Champions, Wakefield Champions and 

Tigers Trust Winners.
• Y8 Girls Rugby Tigers Trust Winners.
• Year 9 Girls Rugby National Finalists, Yorkshire Cup Champions, Wakefield Champions and 

Tigers Trust Winners.
• Year 10 Girls Rugby National Finalists Yorkshire Cup finalists, Wakefield Champions
• Year 11 Girls Rugby Yorkshire Finalists, Wakefield Champions
• Year 7 Boys Football Wakefield Cup Finalists.
• Year 8 Boys Football Wakefield Quarter Cup Finalists.
• Year 10 Boys Football Wakefield Cup Semi-finalists.
• Year 7 Girls Football Castleford & Pontefract Champions.
• Year 8 Girls Football Castleford & Pontefract Finalists.
• U14’s Girls Football West Yorkshire County Champions.
• Year 7 Girls Netball Wakefield League Runners-Up.
• Year 8 Girls Netball Castleford & Pontefract Champions and Wakefield League Runners-up.
• U14’s Boys Basketball Wakefield Tournament Semi-finalists.
• All Years Athletics ESAA Regional ‘B’ Finalists.
• Girls Cheerleading 4th in National ‘Squad’ Competition.
• Y11 Rounders Castleford & Pontefract Winners
• Y9 Rounders Castleford & Pontefract Winners
• Sporting partnerships with Sky Sports Living for Sports (funded by the YST), Girls Active 

programme (YST), Big Lottery Fund, Barnsley FC Foundation, Leeds Utd Foundation, 
Chance 4 All, Freedom 2 Dance, Castleford Rugby Union, Rothwell Gym Club, Leeds Becket 
University, England Womans RFU, Castleford Tigers RLFC, Fitness Success Obstacle Gym, 
DofE, Lock Lane ARLFC, Castleford Panthers ARLFC, Castleford Town FC, Castleford White 
Rose Ladies.

Also Castleford Academy was voted the 70th best school in the country for competitive 
school sport. This was published on the school sport magazine website and the Academy 
has received a letter of congratulations from the Youth Sport Trust (YST).

Post 16
Post 16 Placements include:
Health & Social Care Placements include, Breadalbane Residential Home, Half Acres Junior 
& Infant School, Little Stars Nursery, Orchard Head Jnr and infants, Park Junior Academy, 
Pontefract Family Centre, Hillside Day Nursery, Unicorn nursery, Snydale care Home, St 
Josephs Castleford, Cymar House, Prince of Wales Castleford, Hillside Nursery, South Ossett 
Infant Academy and The Beeches Care Home.

Enrichment Activities and Partnership Links



RE & PSHE (incl Enrichment Days)
• RE Club has been organised by the Cross Project Christian Youth Group this year - they have 

been focusing on charity, such as running a drive for the local food bank in Castleford.
• Year 10 went on a visit to two Churches in Leeds; Bridge Community Church and the Minster. 

Students found it very beneficial to compare the different denominations within Christianity.
• Set up a well-attended Philosophy/Debate Club.
• Cas Academy General Election 2017.
• Y7 & Y8 Be Safe and Healthy Days
• Y7 & Y8 Citizenship Days.
• Y9 Prison Me? No Way! Day.
• Years 7 – 11 Cross Curricular Day (Year 7 – Africa Day, Year 8 – Giving Nation, Year 9 – 

British Values, Year 10 – Be Safe & Healthy, Year 11 – Life After School).
• Themed Weeks such as Democracy Week, when students voted for the design of the best 

British Values Wall.
• Aspirations Week when successful ex-students from Castleford Academy came back to speak 

about their experiences.
• Working with Spectrum Health, AA, Red Cross, MacMillan’s, St John’s Ambulance, Prison. 

Me? No Way! Trust, Change4Life, Yew Tree (Theatre in Education), WY Fire Service, WMDC 
Road Safety Team, Teenage Cancer Trust, British Heart Foundation, Loudmouth, KidzAware, 
The University of Leeds – Consent Programme, The Great Get Together (Jo Cox), HQ Arts 
(Social Norms), The Samaritans – Peer Mentors, Re-Start a Heart Team, Newfield Lodge Care 
Home (Prefect Community Outreach Work), CAMHS (Jane Causier), African Activities, Freedom 
Personal Safety (Julie Tweedale), One Day Creative, Shorso as part our of PHSE/Citizenship 
curriculum.

• Links with Cross Project, BHS Hindu Workshops, Roop Singh (Sikh Visitor) and Pastor Andrew 
Lenton.

Science
• National Science week - lessons and competitions held in school. National Science week 

lessons and assemblies at 3 Lane Ends Primary School, Glasshoughton Infants and Park 
Junior.

• National Space week, Year 9 trip to Alton Towers to meet a NASA astronaut.
• Taken part in the ‘First Lego League’.
• Ogden Trust - Physics reach for A* workshop at NEW college.
• 15 year 11 girls attend a Women in STEM event.
• Year 9 reward visit from Cold Blooded Encounters.
• National finals ‘Race for the line’.
• Regional finals ‘Bloodhound challenge.
• Salters Chemistry Festival York - Year 8 winners of the University competition.
• Weekly Science Club.
• Weekly STEM club.
• Year 7 rewards visit from Morley Exotic Animals.
• Y7 entered Physics Competition ‘The Great Egg Race’.
• West Yorkshire Computer Science hub and resource sharing set-up. 
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Technology
• Y8/9 Rotary Club Competition. 
• Social Enterprise Project (Work Related) - local companies have donating wood to create 

boats for play grounds at Feeder Schools. The Y10 Work Related pupils have made 2 boats 
and delivered them to Glasshoughton Infants and Three Lane Ends Academy.

• Winners of the Y8 Direct Marketing Challenge at the Mining Museum (Wakefield Hospice).
• Y10 F1 in Schools, 3rd place in the Development Class and winners of the Best Engineered 

Car.
• Y9 Big Deal Enterprise Competition, visited Barclays Bank in London. Invited to the final at 

York University where one group received runner up.
• Product Design - visit to Ikea & Glass Factory in Knottingley.
• Construction Visit to Leeds College of Building,
• Blood hound rocket cars - We won the regionals and competing in the nationals in June.

Textiles
• British Style Collective trip.
• Dress a girl in Africa project.

Enrichment Activities and Partnership Links



Cross Curricular Enrichment Activities and Partnership Links

In addition to subject specific enrichment, there are a number of enrichment activities that 
take place across the academy.

Careers
• 100% of Y11 pupils applied to College using UCAS Progress.
• 197 pupils received 121’s.
• 12 out of school trips including; ‘Girls Get Tech’, University Tours, Oxbridge information 

Sessions and WDH Taster Sessions.
• Careers Fair with 18 providers attending.
• Y10 Taster Days at Wakefield College and Pontefract NEW College.
• Mock Interviews and CV support for Y11.
• Alumni pupils speaking to small groups about their successes.
• Leeds Enterprise Partnership - assemblies from an entrepreneur and staff CPD on careers.
• Aspiration University Residential.
• A range of speakers on a variety of careers in assemblies.
• Careers Fair at Y10 and Y11 Parent’s Evening.
• A huge range of University trips including Russell Group Universities.
• Y11 Middle Prior Attainment Pupil Premium University Trip.
• 20 pupils in Y11 and 20 pupils in Y10 invited to join New College Excellence Academy which 

aims for them to attend a Russell Group University.
• Partnership with NCOP.

More Able
• All More Able and Talented pupils in all year groups have received two Stretching the Most 

Able assemblies this year.
• The parents of More Able pupils have received information on how to support their pupils at 

home.
• Y11 More Able revision/exam stress workshop/assembly.
• High Flyers Awards.
• More Able Wall of Fame on library corridor.
• Oxford University Trip.
• Leeds University Trip.
• Huddersfield University Trip.
• Staff CPD sessions.
• Alumni Pupils currently at University met with groups of More Able pupils with no history of 

university in the family.
• Mensa IQ Test for 70 More Able pupils (13 of which got into Mensa!).
• Occupational Health/Careers in NHS assembly.
• Various rewards in assemblies.
• Praise letters home.



Cross Curricular Enrichment Activities and Partnership Links

Fundraising
• This year, we have worked with and fundraised for the following charities donating a 

considerable amount of money accrued from school functions and events:
• The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
• BBC Children in Need
• Castleford Food Bank
• WaterAid
• Sport Relief 2016
• Samaritans
• Make a Wish Foundation
• Star Bereavement Support Service
• The Prince of Wales Hospice
• Martins House Children’s Hospice

The Student Council
All pupils are given the opportunity to join our student council. In September, we ran a week 
of democracy assemblies and pupils were invited to run for the office of Student Council 
Representative. They had to create a manifesto and then pupils elected those that they wanted 
to represent them. Student council members have been entered in to a Speakers Awards 
competition, and visited the Houses of Parliament, they have also presented at the Teaching & 
Learning Working Group Meeting, as well as meet regularly to discuss the running of the school.

Pastoral Support
Pastoral support is a strength of the academy. Form teachers and year leaders provide support to 
pupils throughout their time at the academy. For those pupils who need extra support, we engage 
with the following organisations.

• Targeted Youth Support, Youth Offending Team. Social Services, School Nursing Services, 
West Yorkshire Police, CAMHS (Mental Health), EWO (Attendance), Gasped (carers/families 
of people with drug/alcohol addiction), Educational Psychologist, Reach Team for looked after 
pupils, Young Carers (those who care for someone in the home), Behaviour Support Services 
and Reband (drugs and alcohol abuse services for young people).

Step Up
To date approximately 165 pupils have received 1-1 mentoring intervention for varying needs. In 
addition to an ever increasing number of pupils accessing Step Up Resource, averaging termly 
that 700+ individual pupils access this resource and a total number of visits of approximately 
1,500 – 2,000 each term from Academy pupils for a variety of needs i.e. uniform, step up referrals, 
mentoring, injuries plus many more. Step Up staff also work closely with various outside agencies 
to help support our pupils and their needs, working towards removing any barriers to learning.
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