
 

 

Year 8 - Under Pressure Therapy Sheet 

UP6 – I can explain the impacts of coastal erosion and sea level rise on people and the 

environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flamborough Head: 

Made of chalk, therefore more resistant. No 

need for management as the rock type is 

more resistant. The land use here is main 

open space with some tourism. 

Barmston: 

Cliffs here are made of soft clay. The 

caravan site is losing 10 caravan sites per 

year. This causes a loss in tourism and will 

effect income / profits to the business 

owner. People may lose their jobs as a 

result. Houses here cannot get insurance 

and local services and shops have begun to 

shut as there iare not enough customers. 

Mappleton: 

£2 million rock groyne put 

in place to trap sediment 

and prevent longshore 

drift. This was built to 

protect the coastal road 

running through 

Mappleton. This is vital to 

ensure access for local 

people and deliveries. 

Without it services would 

shut down due to poor 

access. 

Cowden: 

Sue Earl lost her dairy as a 

result of sped up erosion 

caused by the rock groyne 

at Mappleton. Her home 

was valued as £0. She had 

to pay £3000 to demolish 

her home. This caused 

stress and misery. She also 

lost her business and had 

to sell her dairy cows. 

Spurn Point: 

A SSSI is vulnerable from erosion due to sea level rise. The impact on the environment is that there is a loss 

of land. 



 

 

Task 1: 

Can you colour code these impacts into social, environmental and economic? 

 

 

Task 2: 

Explain the impacts of coastal erosion. 

People lose their homes if they 

fall into the sea 

Distress over loss of equity in homes 

and moving. 

Cliff collapse makes the area look 

unattractive. 

Roads and railways near the 

coast are under threat 

Homes close to the cliff go down in 

value 

The cliffs near Spurn Point are being 

eroded as they are classes as SSSI. 

Bird nesting sites and green 

land at the top of the cliffs 

are being lost. 

Tourists may not visit because of 

the danger. This affects local 

businesses, such as cafes, hotels, 

shops, taxis. 

It is difficult and expensive to 

insure houses close to the cliffs 

It is dangerous for people to 

walk on the cliff tops and on 

the beach if the cliffs are 

likely to collapse 

Loss of farm land Cliff collapse exposes different 

types of rock and fossils 

£2 million rock groyne at 

Mappleton, sped up erosion 

down coast 

Sue Earle lost her dairy farm, had to 

sell her cows, had to pay £3000 

demolition costs for her home that 

the council ordered her to do 

Accessibility to some areas has been 

effected 

Caravan Park at Barmston is 

retreating backwards (10 sites 

per year) 

Gas terminal at Easington is at risk 

(brings in 25% of UK’s gas supply) 

Spurn Head is at risk of being 

eroded away with areas of wildlife 

habitats being destroyed as less 

material is added to it – can effect 

SSSI and ecosystems 

Less material via LSD 

increases the chance of 

flooding 

Loss of local services as local shops, 

schools etc loose custom 

Potential for animals to fall off the 

cliff 

 


