
What are your ‘Top 10’ rules/values 
that you live by?

For example:
1. I always say please and 

thank you
2. I have got to do my 

homework before I go 
out

3. I wear my school 
uniform correctly

4. I always give money to 
homeless people

5. I try to put my friends 
before myself



The 10 Obligatory Acts

• Lesson Focus: To understand what the 10 
obligatory acts are, and their importance.

Tuesday, 20 October 2020

Describe what the 10 OA are.

Explain the importance of the 10 OA.

Explain the importance of the 10 OA with religious 
reasons.

Evaluate the impact that the 10 0A have on a Shi’a
Muslim’s life.

Only followed by Shi’a
Muslims, not Sunni 

Muslims.

What does this word 
mean?



Shi’a Muslims Sunni Muslims

They believe that Ali ibn Abi
Talib was the Prophet

Muhammad’s successor.
(Muhammad’s cousin)

They believe that Abu Bakr
was the Prophet Muhammad’s 

successor.
(Chief advisor to Muhammad)

It is just like ‘Catholics’ and ‘Protestants’ – they are both part of the 
Christian religion, but have slightly different beliefs.

The main difference is their belief over who was the leader of the religion 
after Muhammad’s (PBUH) death.
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So, what are the 10 obligatory acts?

I think the easiest OA to follow would 
be...

This is because...

I think the most difficult OA to follow 
would be...

This is because...

Obligatory Act Definition

1. Salah Praying 5 times a day

2. Sawm Fasting during Ramadan

3. Hajj Pilgrimage to Makkah

4. Zakah Giving 2.5% to charity

5. Khums 20% tax given to Shi'a leaders

6. Jihad Striving for Allah

7. Amr bil 
ma'roof

Encouraging good actions

8. Nahi anil 
Munkar

Discouraging bad actions

9. Tawalla Association with good people

10. Tabarra Dissociation with bad people



Who were the Twelvers?
• The 10 Obligatory Acts were given by the ‘Twelvers’ (12 

imams) who Shi’a Muslims believe were chosen by Allah to 
lead after the death of Muhhamad, with Ali Talib
(Muhammad’s cousin) becoming the successor.

• In the Qur’an it states this: “The believing men and 
believing women are allies of one another. They enjoin 
what is right, and forbid what is wrong and establish prayer 
and give zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger. Those –
Allah will have mercy upon them. Indeed Allah is Exalted in 
Might and Wise.” Surah 9:71

• How many Obligatory Acts as you can find in the above 
quote?





Who were the Twelvers?

• The 10 Obligatory Acts were given by the ‘Twelvers’ (12 
imams) who Shi’a Muslims believe were chosen by 
Allah to lead after the death of Muhhamad, with Ali 
Talib (Muhammad’s cousin) becoming the successor.

• In the Qur’an it states this: “The believing men and 
believing women are allies of one another. They enjoin 
what is right, and forbid what is wrong and establish 
prayer and give zakah and obey Allah and His 
Messenger. Those – Allah will have mercy upon them. 
Indeed Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.” Surah 9:71



Struggle Task

• Compare the 10 OA 
with the 10 
Commandments for 
Christians.

• Can you draw any 
similarities or 
differences between 
them?

• Complete a Venn 
diagram in your book.
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Question: Points:

Which of the 10 OA’s means to pray 5 times a day? 1
Which of the 10 OA’s means to encourage good actions? 1
Which of the 10 OA’s means to pay a 20% tax to Shi’a leaders? 1
Which of the 10 OA’s means to strive for Allah? 1
Explain the meaning of Sawm. 2
Explain the meaning of Hajj. 2
Explain the meaning of Zakah. 2
Explain the meaning of Nahi anil munkar. 2
How could Tawalla/Tabarra affect the life of a Muslim in the UK today? 3
How could you organise the 10 OA in to categories? 3
How could you apply any of the 10 OA to your own life? 3
Which OA would you recommend to non-religious people and why? 2 reasons. 4
Criticise one of the 10 OA and give 2 reasons for your opinion. 4

Prove it for points! 
(You must reach 10+!)



10 obligatorily acts
Create a table that includes all of the, add in the first column who you think 
benefits from each one and why. In the second column analyse whether it 

would be difficult to follow in the UK or not
Obligatory Act Definition Who benefits? Challenges of practising

1. Salah Praying 5 times a day

2. Sawm Fasting during Ramadan

3. Hajj Pilgrimage to Makkah

4. Zakah Giving 2.5% to charity

5. Khums 20% tax given to Shi'a leaders

6. Jihad Striving for Allah

7. Amr bil 
ma'roof

Encouraging good actions

8. Nahi anil 
Munkar

Discouraging bad actions

9. Tawalla Association with good people

10. Tabarra Dissociation with bad people



Brain in Gear – Back of Books

1. Which denomination of Islam follow the 
10OA?

2. What’s the difference between Sunni 
Muslims and Shi’a Muslims?

3. Which of the 5 Pillars of Islam is not an OA?
4. Why is it not an OA?
5. Name the other 4 of the 5 Pillars of Islam.
6. Explain what they mean.
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Write your own ‘a’ style question and answer it.

Write your own ‘b’ style question and answer it.

Write your own ‘c’ style question and answer it (SOA).

Write your own ‘d’ style question and answer it (you only 
have to give a for and an against reason, and a simple 
conclusion. You don’t have to PEE or FARM!)

Only followed by Shi’a
Muslims, not Sunni 

Muslims.

What does this word 
mean?
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