
Source A:

A photograph of a US spy 
balloon, 1948. 

This would be used to take 
photographs of Russian 
nuclear sites.

This image was top secret 
until it was declassified in 
1994.

Content:

Provenance:

Knowledge:



Grade 1-3 answer:

Source A is very useful for an enquiry into the Roswell incident. This picture shows a US spy 
balloon floating in the sky. Source A is a photograph taken in 1948. It is possible that this 
photograph was part of a test to see how effective the spy balloon would be. 

Question 3: 
Study Source A. How useful is Sources A for an enquiry into the Roswell incident?
Explain your answer, using Source A and your knowledge of the historical context.

(8 marks) 

What does this answer do correctly? 

Grade 4-6 answer

Source A is very useful for an enquiry into the Roswell incident. This picture shows a US spy 
balloon floating in the sky. The US were developing and testing balloons like these in the desert 
around Roswell. They were often kept top secret because the US was developing them for use 
during the Cold War against Russia. These spy satellites often used advanced technology and 
materials that normal people weren’t aware of. Source A is a photograph taken in 1948. This is 
only one year after the supposed “alien crash” in 1947.It is possible that this photograph was 
part of a test to see how effective the spy balloon would be. 

What does this answer do that the previous answer did not?

Grade 7-9 answer:

Source A is very useful for an enquiry into the Roswell incident. This picture shows a US spy 
balloon floating in the sky. The US were developing and testing balloons like these in the desert 
around Roswell. They were often kept top secret because the US was developing them for use 
during the Cold War against Russia. These spy satellites often used advanced technology and 
materials that normal people weren’t aware of. Source A is a photograph taken in 1948. This is 
only one year after the supposed “alien crash” in 1947. This means that the balloon pictured 
could be very similar to the one that crashed near the Roswell airbase. This is useful because it 
gives historians an insight into how a balloon could have been mistaken for a UFO. It is possible 
that this photograph was part of a test to see how effective the spy balloon would be. This 
would be especially useful because if this was a government picture it would be a reliable and 
accurate representation of a US spy balloon

Why was this answer able to receive the highest marks?



Question 3: 

Study Sources B and C. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the Roswell 
incident?

Explain your answer, using Sources B and C and your knowledge of the historical context.

(8 marks) 

Source B
US Special Investigator Major Jesse Marcel with some of 
the materials recovered from the crash site. 

Source C
An interview with Mr Mack Brazel, conducted on the 7th July 1947

JOURNALIST: Can you describe the wreckage?

MR BRAZEL: There was lots of rubber, if it was a balloon it must have been maybe 4 meters 
long. There was no propeller or engine of any kind. There was tinfoil, paper, tape and small 
metal sticks. There was  a metal plate that was very strong, I couldn’t bend it. It had some 
strange markings on but no words. The whole thing was covered in duct tape, some of the 
duct tape had flowers on it. 
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