
1. William I

2. Lanfranc

3. Bishop Odo

4. Earl William FitzOsbern 

5. Matilda of Flanders

A. William’s right hand man in the invasion of 1066. Made 
Earl of Hereford, a marcher earldom (on the border with 
Wales). Rewarded greatly by William in 1066 for his 
loyalty. His son Roger de Breteuil went on to rebel 
against William in the Revolt of the Earls, 1075.

B. Wife of William I. Served as a regent for William in 
Normandy whilst he was in England. Had at least 9 
children with William.  Died in 1083. 

C. The first Norman archbishop of Canterbury from 1070, 
who became head of the Church in England, rebuilt 
churches in Norman style and reinforced Norman rule. 
Replaced Stigand.

D. Half brother of William I. Fought at Battle of Hastings. 
Became the most powerful land owner in England after 
William. Known for being greedy and immoral. Imprisoned 
by William in 1087 and pardoned in 1087. 

E. Otherwise known as William the Conqueror or William of 
Normandy. Became King of England on Christmas Day 
1066, died in 1087.

BIG: Norman’s match up  In the 
BACK of your book match up the number to 
the letter

• You need to be absolutely sure that you 
have matched them up correctly.

• Use the index of the textbook, search 
for their names & check that you have 
matched them up correctly. 



Title: Who was Bishop Odo?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the career of Bishop Odo. 

-Explain the importance of Odo to William. 

-Assess the significance of Bishop Odo. 

Individual 

liberty, rule of 

law 
What part do 

the relatives 

of politicians 

play in society 

today?



Definition Characteristics: What makes something significant?

Examples of significant people or events Non-examples
Significant

Task: In the centre of this page you have a word.
1) Try and define this word using what you have learned in class. 2) Tell me the characteristics/qualities of this word.
3) Can you name any famous examples of significant events or people. 4)Do you have any examples that are not 
significant and why are they not significant?



Significance in history



Bishop Odo in the 
Bayeux Tapestry, it 
is thought that he 
commissioned the 

tapestry for 
William. 

Odo was the son of 
Herleva and her 

husband Herluin de 
Conteville. Herleva
however was the 

mistress of Robert 
Duke of Normandy, 

William’s father. 
Meaning Odo was 

William’s half 
brother and William 
gained the nickname 
William the Bastard. Task 1: Use the information to complete the profile on Odo of Bayeux. 



Who was he? 1036- 1097

• The last years of King William’s life were full of misfortune. 
Bishop Odo’s betrayal of King William is both tragic and 
mysterious. How did Odo go from his half-brother’s most 
trusted advisor to spending five years in prison?

• William, then Duke of Normandy, made his half-brother the 
Bishop of Bayeaux in 1049 at the age of 20. Odo fought at the 
Battle of Hastings and was rewarded for his service with land 
(the earldom of Kent forfeited by Leofwine Godwinson). Odo
also commissioned the famous Bayeaux Tapestry that told the 
story of the conquest.

• Odo was one of the most powerful lords in England during 
William I’s reign. The Domesday Book records him holding land 
in 22 countries. He was trusted to rule as regent. Many people 
complained about Odo’s ruthlessness and greed whilst he was 
Earl of Kent. He was accused of stealing from the Church and 
was tried in court in 1076.

Task 1: Use the information to complete the profile on Odo of Bayeux. 



What power did Odo have?
• The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle says ‘Bishop Odo and Earl William 

[Fitzosbern] stayed behind and built castles far and wide 
throughout this country, and distressed the wretched folk, and 
always after that it grew much worse.’

• The Norman chronicler Orderic Vitalis says Odo had ‘greater 
authority than all the earls and other magnates in the kingdom.’ 

• The Domesday book shows him settling land disputes himself.

• Becomes co-regent of England in 1067, and is made Earl of Kent.

• Important: 1) Odo and Fitzosbern seem to have wrecked the king’s 
attempts to gain Anglo-Saxon acceptance of his reign with their 
actions. 2) King William allowed Odo a lot of power; he was able to 
act as a ‘second king’.

Task 1: Use the information to complete the profile on Odo of Bayeux. 



Odo in trouble

• Odo had been charged with illegally seizing land; this is recorded in the 
Domesday Book – e.g. Church land in Canterbury. It was Lanfranc who took 
the charges to William and saw Odo hand back the church land after a 3-day 
inquiry in 1076.

• Following this, in 1079 William sent Odo to Northumberland in response to 
attacks from Scotland. Odo laid waste to the region, pillaged cathedral 
treasures, and robbed and extorted everyone he could.

• Odo did not learn his lesson from the trial of 1076, and in 1082 King William 
had him thrown in prison for attempting a Norman military expedition to 
Italy. His aims remain a mystery but writers at the time believe he intended 
to install himself as Pope. He was released in 1087 on William’s deathbed.

Task 1: Use the information to complete the profile on Odo of Bayeux. 



Why did Odo get into trouble?
Historians do not know, but they have some ideas.

• 1) It might have been his corrupt behaviour.

• 2) An attempt at gaining the throne himself (He even led a revolt 
against William II in 1088!)

• 3) Most historians think it was because Odo tried to take some of 
William’s knights to journey to Rome (to become pope).

• Reality is that knights were taken, and that this went against the 
codes of knight service and the powers of the tenants-in-chief.

• Odo crossed Lanfranc!! William saw that the law was enforced 
against a relative and a favourite. 

• William even ignored criticism from the pope for imprisoning a 
bishop!

Odo died in Palmero, Italy in 1097

Task 1: Use the information to complete the profile on Odo of Bayeux. 



Why is Bishop Odo significant (important)?

Significance/importance - criteria:

• Is there anything remarkable about Odo?

• What does Odo reveal about William?

• Did his behaviour lead to anything important 
(results)

• What would he be remembered for? Why would 
he be remembered?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the career of Bishop Odo. 

-Explain the importance of Odo to William. 

-Assess the significance of Bishop Odo. 



TASK 2:

Some historians say that Odo had ambitions for power

Give 3 pieces of evidence to prove this. 

In your book:
Evidence to suggest Odo had ambitions for power
-
-
-

Learning Objectives
-Describe the career of Bishop Odo. 

-Explain the importance of Odo to William. 

-Assess the significance of Bishop Odo. 



Why is Bishop Odo significant (important)?

Significance/importance - criteria:

• Is there anything remarkable about Odo?

• What does Odo reveal about William?

• Did his behaviour lead to anything important 
(results)

• What would he be remembered for? Why would 
he be remembered?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the career of Bishop Odo. 

-Explain the importance of Odo to William. 

-Assess the significance of Bishop Odo. 



Agree Disagree

William protected & rewarded Odo to benefit himself only. William did not care for Odo. 

William 
made Odo 
Bishop of 
Bayeux in 
1049 even 
though his 
reputation 
was poor. William rewarded Odo with the earldom 

of Kent even though Odo was greedy and 
immoral. Odo became the second largest 
landowner after the king. The Domesday 

Book records him holding land in 22 
counties. William did this because his 

most trusted supporters were his family 
members, William needed to ensure 

loyalty. 

Odo provided 100 ships to the 
fleet to help with Williams 

invasion of England. 

William released Odo from prison 
in 1087. William pardoned Odo. 

William had to be persuaded to release Odo by Robert of 
Mortain (Odo’s brother). William had freed other prisoners 

(Morcar) without needing such persuasion. 

TASK 3: Historical debate

Challenge: Do you 
agree or disagree 

with the 
statement? Make 
your decision and 

explain your 
judgement – why 

is one side 
stronger than the 

other?



Why is Bishop Odo significant (important)?

Significance/importance - criteria:

• Is there anything remarkable about Odo?

• What does Odo reveal about William?

• Did his behaviour lead to anything important 
(results)

• What would he be remembered for? Why would 
he be remembered?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the career of Bishop Odo. 

-Explain the importance of Odo to William. 

-Assess the significance of Bishop Odo. 



This question is worth 4 marks.
You get 2 marks per feature.

A feature is something distinctive or characteristic e.g. one 
feature here might be the system of earldoms.

Each feature needs a supporting detail. This is some specific 
information that shows you understand the feature.

Describe two features of the career of Bishop Odo. (4) 

One feature of the career of Bishop Odo was…

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Another feature of the career of Bishop Odo was …

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Example 
Below is an example of a full mark answer. Use this to help you 
write your own answer.

Describe two features of earldoms in Anglo-Saxon England.

Another feature of Anglo-Saxon earldoms their military power. For 
example, earls had a role as lord to hundred of thegns, and they 
maintained the housecarls, who were highly trained troops who 
acted as bodyguards for the earls. The king could then use the 
earls like generals against his enemies.

Describe two features of the career of 
Bishop Odo

Self-assess

Have you included:
❑ One clear feature of the career of Bishop Odo. 
❑ A supporting detail for the feature
❑ Another clear feature of the the career of Bishop Odo.
❑ Another supporting detail



Describe two features of the career of Bishop Odo. (4) 

One feature of the career of Bishop Odo was…

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Another feature of the career of Bishop Odo was …

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Self-assess

Have you included:
❑ One clear feature of the career of Bishop Odo. 
❑ A supporting detail for the feature
❑ Another clear feature of the the career of Bishop Odo.
❑ Another supporting detail

Describe two features of the career of Bishop Odo. (4) 

One feature of the career of Bishop Odo was…

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Another feature of the career of Bishop Odo was …

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Self-assess

Have you included:
❑ One clear feature of the career of Bishop Odo. 
❑ A supporting detail for the feature
❑ Another clear feature of the the career of Bishop Odo.
❑ Another supporting detail



3-2-1 review

• Give 3 roles/positions of Odo

• What happened to Odo on each of these dates 1082 & 1088?

• Give 1 piece of evidence to show that Odo was given a lot of 
power by William

Learning Objectives
-Describe the career of Bishop Odo. 

-Explain the importance of Odo to William. 

-Assess the significance of Bishop Odo. 


