
Photo Montage 

Learning Focus 
• To develop thinking skills
• To develop skills in collage 
• To be creative 
• To use metaphors in your work 

Outcome
• To produce a surreal collage/photomontage that links to an 

aspect of your identity. Do this straight in to your altered book, 
covering a double page. You could turn your book round like this  
if you want your image portrait rather than landscape 



Key Words  

• Photo Montage – An artwork constructed from combining different 
photographic images.

• Collage - A piece of art made by sticking various different materials 
such as photographs and pieces of paper or fabric on to a backing.

• Surreal - Bizarre, dream like imagery. Images that do not usually 
belong together placed alongside each other. Google ‘Surrealism’ to 
gain a better understanding.



• Representing a mood/emotion

• Your interests 

• A memory

• Your dreams 

• Aspects of your personality

• A self portrait 

• Your thoughts 

• Your view on society or a particular issue

Your collage must link to identity in some way. 



Hannah Hoch
Known for her 
political collages and photomontages, 
Hannah Höch recombined images and text 
from mass media to make comments on 
popular culture, the failings of the the
government and the roles of women in 
society. In 1917, Höch became associated 
with the Berlin Dada group, a circle of 
mostly male artists who made fun of and 
critiqued German culture and society 
following World War I.

She thoughfully put together photographs 
she cut from popular magazines and 
fashion publications, giving them new 
meaning in a dynamic and layered style.

You could use Hannah Hoch’s work to link 
to your theme of identity by producing a 
collage that represents something about 
gender stereotypes in today’s society or to 
say something about current politics.

https://www.moma.org/collection/terms/22
https://www.moma.org/collection/terms/75
https://www.moma.org/collection/terms/28
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/33012


Martin O’Neill

London born Irish bred Martin O'Neill is a 
graphic artist & illustrator who creates mixed 
media collages for a wide range of 
International clients across publishing, 
advertising, design, film and interiors. Martin's 
work evolves from a subtle combination of 
collage, silkscreen, photography, paint, and 
digital techniques

As an avid scavenger, Martin O’Neill’s glorious 
compositions begin long before he assembles 
them as images. He seems to carry these found 
treasures in his head while the physical pieces 
lie dormant in toffee tins and shoeboxes until 
the right moment comes along. Because he 
sees the inherent value in every tiny piece, 
whether it’s an oil stained envelope or the 
button off a child’s cardigan, he develops a 
unique relationship with his collection of items. 
This makes all the difference when he brings 
everything together in an image because we 
feel what he feels; his passion is infectious.

You could link Martin O’Neill’s 
style to your theme of identity 
by including images that link to 
your interests or memories. The 
busyness could also link to the 
idea that you are an over 
thinker or have a creative mind. 



Similar images to Michael O’Neill’s 



Other contemporary examples of 
photomontage that you could use for 

inspiration 



Possible links to identity

• Speaking your mind

• Voicing your opinions

• Saying how you feel 

• Shouting-
Anger/frustration 
about something



Possible links to identity 
• Linking to 

emotions- Could 
combine with a 
memory or feeling 
personal to you  



Possible links to identity 

• Beauty isn’t skin deep

• Window in to your 
soul

• Putting on a ‘mask’ 
for the outside worls-
vunrabilities revealed 



Possible links to identity 

• Window to your 
thoughts/memories

• Putting on a 
front/wearing a mask



• Split personality

• Hidden true self

• What’s under the skin

• What nobody else sees

• Fragile inside

• Inner beauty  

• Somebody isn’t always who they seem 


