
De-industrialisation in the North East of England 

 

During the 20th century the number 

of coal mines in the UK declined 

from over 3000 to just 30.  

The last working coal mines closed 

in the UK in 2015. 

They say that ‘Britain was built on 

coal’, and it is almost literally true. 

All around the country are 

coalfields (areas of coal-bearing 

rock where coal was once mined). Now the coal mines have gone. Other manufacturing 

industries like ship-building, textiles and steel have declined as well. This is called de-

industrialisation. 

1) Describe how the number of coal mines in the UK changed from 1913 to 

2010. Including numbers and dates from the graph.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

2a) Outline the main industries in the 

North East in the 1960’s. How were 

these linked? 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

2b) Which industries still remain in the  

North East? 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

                                                                    ________________________________ 

 

  

Loss of coal mines in the UK 

since 1913 



The impact of de-industrialisation in the North East of England 

North east England was one of the first industrial regions in the UK at the start of the 

Industrial Revolution. It also become one of the first to experience de-industrialisation with 

the closure of the coal mines and ship yards.  

The impact on towns like Easington Colliery (colliery means mine) has been devastating. The 

town of Easington grew around its coal mine and when the mine closed in 1993 over a 1000 

men were left unemployed. Over 20 years later the town has not recovered. Unemployment is 

still high and people are on low incomes so businesses in the town struggle to survive.  

3) Explain how unemployment stops new businesses from being successful in 

Easington. (think about disposable income)  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Draw lines that link problems that are related to each other (e.g. mine closure and 

unemployment) then try to explain these links on the line you have drawn between 

them (e.g. people were made redundant from the mine closer which left them 

unemployed)  
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